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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 



BENJAMIN. 



LORD BISHOP OP WINCHESTER; 



My Lord, 

TH E ^eat and good Man, of 
whofe Life I have given an 
authentic, however imperfed, ac- 
count, in the moil: earneft and fblemn 
manner recommended his two Colle- 
ges, that is, his Eftate, his Family, 
his Children, his dearer Self, to 
the care and protedion of his Suc- 
cefl^rs the Bifhops of Winchefter. 
I fhould not ad agreeably to his will 
A 2 and 



iv DEDICATION. 

and intention^ if I 4id not endeavour 
to oht^ the fame patronage for his 
Memory and his Reputation. 

Your Lordfllip hath long executed 
the Truft thus devolved upon You 
in fuch a manner as deniands the 
mod: ^teful acknowledgements of 
thofe Societies; You have treated 
them upon all occasions with all the 
tendernefs of an indulgent Parent ; 
and if at any time the duty of that 
Truft hath required You to interppfe 
with authority, your dedfions have 
been wholly difinterefted and per- 
fectly upright; You have aded juft 
as He, whofe Subftitute You were, had 
. prcfcribed; juft in every refped a? 
He would have aded Himfelf. 

But 
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But this addreisi My Lord, is not 

more neceflary on account of the 

oulje^> thdn it is in rcfpeB: of the 

Author. Your Lordfliip, unfolHcited 

and unafked, called him from one of 

thofe Colleges to a iStation of the firft 

Dignity in your Diocefe; and took 

the earlieft opportunity of accumula-< 

ting your favour upon him, and of 

adding to that Dignity a fuitable 

(iipport. Thcfe obligations he is 

now the more ready thus publicly 

to acknowledge, as he is removed 

out of the reach of farther favours 

of the like kind. And tho' he hath 

relinquifhed the advantages fb gene- 

roufly conferred upon him, yet he 

ihall always efteem himfelf highly 

honoured in having once enjoyed the 

A 3 patronage 
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patronage of the great Advocate of 
Ciril and Religious Liberty. 

I am with the greateft Refped and 
Gratitude, 

My LoRi>, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Moft Obliged and moft 

Obedient Servant, 



Robert Lowth. 
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PR E FA C E. 



THE following collection was be- 
gun, and was pretty far advanced, 
feveral years ago, while the au- 
thor had the happiricfs of being a member 
of one of the Colleges founded by the great 
Prelate, who is the fubje6l of it. It was part- 
ly interrupted by purfults of another kind, 
and partly deferred in hopes of farther op- 
portunities of enlarging his materials : 
and it is now offered to the public, not 
as full and 'complete in any refpe6l, but 
as the whole refult of his moft diligent 
inquiries into a fubjecl rendered very ob* 
6xm by tlie darkn^ of the times to which 
it "belong?, and in which he defpairs of be- 
ing able to acquire any panfiderablc^apceiTionr 
ofTiglit. 

hfisks rloog hxn a common complakiit 
aittOiigvthale* ^ktofe reipefi and gfatitude 

A 4 has 
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has raifed in them a curiofity not eafily 
fatisfied with regard to their great Bene- 
faflor, that To few particulais of the life 
and actions of fo eminent a perfbn have 
Jbeen with certainty delivered down to us ; 
and that the traces that remain of do-* 
meftic tradition concerning him, are fo 
very obfcure and imperfeft. Chaunde- 
ler * began with this complaint three 
hundred years ago: by his attempt to 
write upon the fubjefl he has (hewn, that 
he did not want a good will ; but by his 
performance he has contributed very little 
towards removing the obfcurity of which 
he fo much complains. Much might have 
been then done by a diligent inquiry pro- 
perly conducted; but the moft able men 
of that time knew not either what ad- 
vantages they had, or how to make ufe 

♦ " Wilhelmi vita ferme ignou efl:, & pauci aut 
<< Dulli extant de ea fcripti libri ; quod non fine ad- 
** miratione dico, tarn excelfum & gloriofom idnun a 
<< memoria hominum excidere, cum vix quinquaginta 
** & ofto auQi ab ejus morte tranfierunt." Chauudeler. 
MS. in BibUoth. Coll. Nov. pag. 42. 

(< N08 quid honoris, quid laudis, quid glprise, fun- 
•' datori noftro tanto contulimus, qui nihil ferme de 
^< beatisejusmoribus 8c vita (ollicite exquirentes, proh 
'< pudor immemores beneficii, quafi morbidum patimor 
^* Icurgum V* Ibid. pag. 4- 

of 
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of tbem* The age was in itfelf dark* 
and the civil wars between the houfo of 
York and Lancafter not only obftra6led 
all knowledge, but muft have fupprefled 
the memory of the times immediately pre- 
ceding, and deftroyed many of the evi- 
dences of hiftory. 

In the next century, after the revival of 
learning, and when it had made confide- 
rable advances, a more regular and ex^ 
tenfive inquiry into this fubje^ was un- 
dertaken and purfued with better fucce& 
Dr. Thomas Martin, chancellor of the 
diocefe of Winchefter under bifiiop Gar- 
diner, wrote the life of Wykdiam in ladn. 
He feems not {o much to have wanted di- 
Ugence in coUe^ng proper materials, as 
care and judgement in digelling and com- 
pding them. His account is full of miC' 
takes : his relation of fa£ls, and the courfe 
even of public affairs in the moft impor-- 
tant parts, is extremely confuted and in- 
accurate i and befides, were his relation of 
fafts^^ ever fo accurate, yet he writes in fo 
rhetorical and declamatory a ftyle, that his 
jreader, if h« does not prefently throw 
afide his book, will be difpofed to fufped: 
the truth of what he delivers with fuch a 

per- 
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perpetually laboured exsggeriition. Thi» 
life of Wykeham was firjQ; publiihed iol 
4to in the yev 1597, f^^^^l yearp aftec 
the death of tb? autbpr, Perhaps it never 
was perfeiStly finiilwd aad correfted by' 
him. It wasrepriritpd at Oxford^ without 
any correction or improvement, byDnNi-i 
chola^. Warden of Winchefter Colkge, in 
the year 1690. The fepubjicatjon of this 
wcH'k fcems to indicate the preygyiJing opi-n 
nion of that time to havie been> and the 
farae opinion ha« continued to prevail ever 
finee, that haf dly any new light was to bd 
expected upon thm fubject.. 

Thefe prejudice^ had not fuch influeiKei 
on the, author of the prefent inquiry, as 
to prevent his examining, whether they 
were well founded or not. He foon founds 
that it would b§ 4 very eafy mm^r to give 
a fuller, a more accurate^ and more cer-i 
tain account of the life of Wykehanij 
than had been abeady given : but wheth^n 
it would be woith while to attempt tQ 
write, a new account npan roatermb, ^ihichi 
though lar^r and more authentic than had 
been made ufe of before, were like to bt 
by no means fqfecient to fumifli out * 
^ft . and complete .pi^cje of hiftory ; thi* 
I was 
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«ras a queftion which he tould not fo fboii 
refolve with himfelf- Whdt delermincd 
him at laft to this undertakfng was the 
examination of Wykeham's Regifler, which 
is ftill preferved at Winchefttfr in the 
office of the regifter of the chancellor of 
the diocefe. He faw, that this monument 
of Wykeham's public a6ts, which is as 
fiiU, as accurate, and as perfect, as any- 
thing extant in its kind, containing a dia* 
ry of thirty-feven years, would not only 
itfelf fupply many important fafts; but 
would ferve moreover as a teft, to which 
other fa£ls and circumilances might be 
brought^ to be tried by a continued feries 
of fure and infallible dates, and by fuch 
trial to be moft evidOTtly disproved or ve- 
rified: and that this alone, as it had riot 
before been confulted for any fuch pur- 
pofc, afforded a foundation, upon which 
a more firm and more ample ftrufture 
might be raifed, than had hitherto beeh 
attempted. Haviifig thus gotten "a forfe 
groiiful-work f(g>r bis defign, he ufed his 
utmoft diligence in coUefting all the beft 
and moA authentic material, that 'lay 
within his knowledge or his reach : iand 
in digesting aQd compofmg them, he has 

chiefly 
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chiefly ftudied clearnefs of method, and 
plainnefs of narration: his view has nofc^ 
been elegance and ornament, but evidence 
and truth j nor does he pretend to enter-* 
tain and amufe, but merely to inform and 
explain. He has therefore been careful to 
affirm nothing pofitively without fuffi-^ 
cient warrant, and to give exaft references 
to his authorities. And that the reader 
may be able to judge, what degree of cre-» 
dit is due to the feveral authorities fo fre-* 
quently cited, it will be proper in thii 
place to give him a particular defcription^ 
and an exa£t account, of fuch of them as 
are not commonly to be met with, or ge-^- 
nerally known. They here follow under 
the feveral titles by which they are referred 
to^ 

Regiftrum Wykeham. The Rcgifler of 
Wykeham before mentioned confifts of 
two very large volumes in folio very fairly 
written on vellum. The contents of thefe 
volumes are particularly fpecified in the 
general title of the re^fter itfelf, which is 
as follows. 

** Incipit Regiftrum de aftis & geftis 
*^ reverend! Patris domini Wilhelmi de 
^* Wikeham Dei Gratia WyntonienfisEpif- 

" copi, 
4 
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55 copi, cui de epifcopatu Wyntonienfi' 

" per felicis recor<ktionis Urbanum divina 

5^ providentia Papam quintum per viam 

" refervatipnis fuit provifum fub data Vi- 

*' terbii Ildo Idas Julii pontificatus fui 

f* anno quintp. Et confccratus fuit in 

f < ecclefia Londonienfi per venerabilem pa* 

" trem Dom. Simonem tunc archiepiA 

*< copum Cantuarienfem aififlentibus libi 

" venerabilibus patribus Dominis Simone 

*' London. & Roberto Sarefburicn. epifcopis 

" die dominica quae fuit decima dies men- 

" lis 0£i. an. Doni. mccci-xvii, prout in- 

" ferius dare patet. 

5^In pripia parte di6li Regiftri conti- 
" nentur Cpnfirinationes Abbatum & Prio- 
'^ rum Eleftorum, necnon Inftallatipnes ac 
f^ CpUationes tc Inftitutioncs quorumcunq; 
« bcneficiprum ecclefiafticorum per eundeai 
'^ Dom. Wynton. epifcopum tenipore fuo 
« faftae. 

** In fecunda parte inferuntur Ordines 
" celcbrati per diftum Patrem in fua Dioc. 
f' a tempore qoufecrationis fuae, & Literal 
f < dimiiibriae per eum coneeQk. 



<c 
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; *^ lit tcrtia * parte tranlcribuntur Bulte 
♦' Papal€8, matidata Cardinalium, & li- 
** tcrac pro Convocations cleri. Commit. 
** fionesfic alifie literae, & Memoranda tem- 
** pore foo cxccuta, & exccutiones eornn- 
^* dfia)» & Licenci^ non refidendi, cum 
5< aim ibidem particulariter prout gefta 
5* funt dcfigtiatis, & una cum Teftamentis, 
^^ (c Difpcniationibus cum ilkgitime na- 
« tis. 

" In quartu parte continentur Brevia 
5* Rcgia dd^o patri dircfta, ac Refponfa, 
** & cxecutiones, & returna brevium prae- 
" diftorum/' 

. TraQatus Jn Veteri Regiftro Collegii 
Wintonienfis. This treatife is inferted near 
the beginning of a MifccUaneous Volume, 
being for the moft part a rcjgifter, which 
18 always here referred to under the title of 
Vet^ Regiftr. ColL Win«. The title of 
this treatife at length is, " LibcUus^ feu 
*^ Traftattteidc profapia vita & geftis ve- 
" herabiiis pBtriSr & Domini Domini Wil-" 
^* helmi Wykefaaia nuper epifcopi Wyn- 

* Towards the middle of the third part there begins 
a new numeration of folios. In the references to this 
|i2brt the letters a. and b« demote the jft and 2d numera- 
tion. 

« ton." 
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« ton;' At the end is added ; « Expli- 
** cit tta6latus ieu libdlus dfc 



« l^t pxius] ♦— cditua anno domini 
** utxccxxtYy qui fmt annus xx 
^ poft obitum ejulHem patri^> & regni 
^ re^ Hemici Sexti annus fecundus/' 
This piectfe date pretty well determines 
the authority of this manufcript. Mar- 
tin ftequeody cites this treatife as written. 
by oDe&obibit Heer$, c^ Herefius, as he 
oMs him, a. member of one of Wyke-> 
ham's Colteges. No one of that name was 
ever Felliwof either of the Gdleges, if 
we may tiaift the wgiilers. He probably 
tteans Jtofaeit Heete; who was admitted 
jcholar.uif Winchefter Cdlege, in the year 
1401*4 fecceeded to New College in 
1407^ became Felfew of Wmchefter Col- 
Idge in. 1420.; and ^td&d in 1432. His 
x^rd * isEid affe^^iotir ifor the (Sunder and 
4e £bcief^ app^au^ by lu^ numerous do«> 
imuifios :1o:%in6fifeftBr «^fege> in bodes, 
^te^ tor* a]# ' kisT ^e ikgi^ee^ peife^lly 
well with his being the author ; but I can: 
&d ttr etidmce oT'lt. Thg author calls 

. . . .V .:'y)f^^ \ ' : .him- 
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himfelf ^< Servus humilis & alumpnus 
*' reverendi Patris domini Wilhelmi 
^« Wykeham''; and he addrefles the fel- 
lows by the words " Kariffimi Socii :" fb 
that he was certainly fellow of one of the 
Colleges s and as the treatife appears to 
have been originally inferted into t|)is re*- 
gifter of Winchefter College, he was mofl: 
probably fellow of that College, when he 
wrote it J and perhaps was the abovemen-* 
tioned Robert Heete/ Ti^adition might 
have delivered him down as fuch, and hi$ 
name have been a little miftaken and aU 
tered in pafTmg to Martin. The pedigree 
whi,ch I h^ve given in Appendix No. I^ 
Martin attributes to the fame author. It 
is indeed in the fame volume, on the in^ 
fide of the coyer pf the book, at the be- 
ginning; but it has no relation to the 
Treatife, aad. is hardly fo ancient as that, 
or the fuppofed author's time : yet it could 
not be muth later, as Wykeham's coufin 
gcrman's daughter was living when it was 
drawn up. 

Bre^s Chronica. . The whole tide is, 
" Brevis Chronica de ortu vita & geftis no- 
" bilibus reverendi Domini Wilhelmi de 
'f Wykeham olim Epifcopi Wynton." 

MS. 
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MS. in Bibliotheca ColL Nov. Oxon. It 
is little more than an abridgement of tho 
above mentioned treatife^ and feems to 
have been written foon after it It hai 
been publiftied by Wharton in th6 Second 
Vblome of his Anglia Sacra^ who has by 
miftake afcribed it tq Thomas Chaun^ 
dder* 

Chaundeler. ^* Collocutiones de lauda^ 
*' bill vita & moribus & chriitiana per« 
" fe6tione Wilhelmi de Wykeham. Auifto* 
«*re Thoma Chaiindeler utriufque Col-^ 
«« legii Cuftode, dein Oxon. poftea Wellen-^ 
•^fi Cancellario;* MS. ih Bibliotheca 
Coll* Nov. in the fame volume with th^ 
foregoing* This volume belonged to Tho* 
mas de JBeckynton, Bifhop of Bath and 
Wells, to Whom Chaundder addrelTed and 
prefented his Dialogues* The Dialogues^ 
tho* they arip very long, afford but littlQ 
hiftorical matter, which the Author has 
chiefly from the Short Chronicle, which 
he often cite$ as * of ^ood authprity, 

• ** Et a€ meo folttm credar confifus Ingenio^ aut 
^ <pixque arrogaater praefumere quae probare non va^ 
^* learn, aafculute qiTid ia Brevi quadam & prius me* 
^* morau Chronica de ^o faiptuin videriix)/' CbauQ* 
Mer, pag. 49. 
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He fays it was fcarce fifty-eight years from 
the death of Wykeham to the time when 
be wrote, which plainly determines it to 
the beginning of the yeai- 1462. 

MS. Coll. Wint. ' This Manufcript, in 
fmall quarto, confilh of two parts written 
at different times. , One of them contains 
chiefly a taxation of Bifhopricks, and other 
EcclefiaJftical. Benefices; and particularly 
of thofe of the Dipcefe of Windvefter -fr^ 
This was written in the time o£ Adam de 
Orleton, (as appeal's from p^e'21, and 23;) 
who was Bi(hop of Winchefter from 
A. D- 1333, ; to .1345. It belonged to- 
Wykeham himfelf, and was by him given 
to his. College at Winchefter, as appears 

t of the Benefices ia the Bifliop of Wmchefter^s 
patroriage, the then real value, as well as the taxation, 
is given ia tkis'MSi This part is ct^rious^; .and may 
be of ufe i^ the refolutioa of feveral ^ueAions relating 
to thofe times. Thus,' for inftWce^ in a matter that 
relates -to the -prefent fubjcrf: The ta^ation^ of the 
Bi(hoprick of ^iacbeft^ was at that time, according 
to the MS. 2977 1. 15 s. 104. If we may fuppofe it to 
have borne the fdme prop'ortion tb theTeal valub,as the flim 
of the taxation of the Benefices there given to the fum 
of their realv.aliie>.that is> as^^^jimarHs to 42*74 
marks ;. the r^al value of the Bift^prick of Winchefter 
in the time of Adam de Orleton muft havo beca 5348:!. -f 
nearly ; aflarge, wq may. he allowed to Mctofli itabpve 
5000 1. per annum. 1 

■ by 
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by th€ following article in'Vrt; Regifttf. 
Coll.Wint. 

" Item I liber dat, Cd&tg. ^t Dorai- 
** num Fundatorem, in qiao cotitin^ntiift: 
" tAxationes omnium ecckfiirtim irt fin- 
*' gulis dioc. per totarii Anglkfh, qui fuc(- 
" rat in cuftodia Johannis Exbam Execuft. 
** Domini Thoraae Aylwardj modo ifi 
" manibus Cuftodis/' 

To thiB were afterwards prefixed a few 
additionat leaves^ containing ail account of 
the life of Wykeham, and cfpcciaUy of his 
donations and charities. It feems to have 
been written ibon after Wykeham's death, 
by one who knew himperfonally, and had 
aece{$ to the accounts of his Stewards. 

By the foregoing article of the Win- 
chcfter College Regifter it appears, that 
. the book, to which it is prefixed, was in the 
cuftody of I>P. Thomas Aylward ; he w^s 
Re£)x>f of Havant, and one of Wykehairfs 
E^eec^tors, by which means th* bocfk 
ieemat^ have comt into his hands^: and it 
.eoiltints^ in his hands till he died. Per« 
l&ps he might have added to it thii (hort 
. ftccotsnt: of has friend and patron ; but 
wJioevcr was the author, it feems at leaSH: 
to be more ancient ths^ the ^»rt Cjiro- 
b 2 niclc. 
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nide, or the Treatife ; and, as far as it goes]! 
to be the mofl: authentic account of 
Wykeham that is extant. Chaundeler 
mentions this MS. as what he had had 
fi)me time before in his hands, and by 
memory mentions feveral particulars that 
are contained in it. ** -f* Utinam a me fe- 
" mel .vifam cartulam concedpretur intueri 
« rurfum; illam loquor, quam noftri 
<^Fundatoris laudibus plenam, & chrifli- 
<< aniffimis quibufdam ejus infcriptam ope- 
«^ ribus, in CoUegii Beatae Mariae Wynton. 
<^ Thefauro & vidi & legi. Sed cum 
•« Wentani CoUegii pracfidcrem Cuftos, 
«< preciofi illius inventi thefauri indignum 
«« me arbitrabar cuftodem ; ea de re Do- 
«< mino Wilhelmo [Waynflete] Epifcopo 
«« jam Wynton. cuftodiendum fecretius, 
«« quid rogo dicerem, an repofui, an obtu- 
«« li ? Ibi de refocillatione viginti quatuor 
<< pauperum, quos a fufcepto primum e- 
<« pifcopatu quotidiano more fervaverat: 
«^ ibi de fubfidiisi veftigalibus^ tributis, re- 
«< bufque hujufmodi exadtis, vel Regi Ang- 
« liae debitis, quae & quotiens pro fuis te- 
« nentibus pius pater exfolverat : ibi— de 
<< cordis compun(5tione» de ipfius in Deum 

f Chaundeler^ pag. 57. 

^^devotifTmu 
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** devotiffima mentis eIevatione» intente 
<* adeo, ut quam faspe^ &, ii bene recolo^ 
** Temper^ in audiendis miffis vel celebran* 
** db amariffime fleret/* 

MS. Coll* Nov* This manufcript in 

folio contains, L '^ Controverfia inter Do- 

" nunum Wilhelmum de Wykeham & 

•' Magiftros Hofpitalis San£lse Crucis pro- 

" peWynton. II. Injundtiones fafhe Pri« 

*< on & Conventui Eccleiiae Cathedralis 

•* Wynton. poft tertiam vifitationem Do- 

" mini ;** * and in like[manner, Injun^ions 

to all the Religious Houfes of the Auguf- 

tine and Benedictine Orders throughout 

the Diocefc of Winchefter. Harpsfield 

takes notice of thefe injunctions, but wri«<> 

ting from his memory, he gives no very 

exaCt account of them. Martin reprefents 

them, as a regular treatife of ecclefiafti- 

cal difcipline and the monaitic life: he 

guefled fo from Harpsfield's account, and 

from what he was told were the three firft 

words of the firlt injunction, ^* Paftorem 

" vigilare oportct j*' for he had never (ten 

them. This MS, alfo belonged to Wyke- 

* A very fair Copy of thefe Injun AiQD& to the Prior 
and Convent of Winchefter, perhaps more perfeftly 
fioiihed, IS cootamed ia MS. Harleian. N"" 328. 

b 3 ham 
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ham himfetf J for (he injunftiofis are <h^* 
original draughts corredl^dip It came after- • 
ward into the hands of Robert Shirborni ' 
Mafter of St. Crofs Hofpital, afterwards* 
Bi(liGp.of Chiche^en ^The marginal Snotes 
throughout th^ book are in hk hiand writ- 
ing, as appears by the note at the beginning- 
in the fanje hand; vi?. " Ro^ Shirborn- 
' " cu(|os fuit iftius.hofpitalis an. r. H. vii.^ 
** viiivo, nono, decimo, & imrhoavit unde-^ 
" cimurn, de refiduo difponat Dcas." 

MS. penes Dom. Epifcopum Wint. a 
MS. in fmali 4to, containing J37. folios, 
Gonfifting of copies, of Records relating to 
the Hofpital of St. Crofs : communicated 
by the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of 
Winchefter. It w^s written in the year 
^389, as appears from fol. 22; at which 
time John de Campeden was Mafter of the 
Hofpital: probably it was written by his 
dircftion, and belonged to him ; for towards 
the end there are feyeral inftruments infcrted 
relating to the Reflory of Chiriton, and one 
at the beginning containing the boundaries 
of that Parifli, of which he was alfo at the 
fame time Reftor : whereas there is very 
little elfe, but what concerns St. Crofs only. 
By the help of this MS. fomc few correcr 

tions 
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tiQiis aiid uddltions have been made in this 
iecQud Edition ; chiefly in Seft. iii. The 
Title of k is as follows : " Liber ifte con- 
** tinct in parte copias cartarum, bullarum, 
« rentaiium, cuftumariorum, evidcntiarum, 
'< libertatum, hofpitaiis five domus elimo-* 
« finarie S'* Crucis in Sparkefordc juxta 
<« dvitatem Wynton. quam fundavit & do- 
" tavit, bone meihorie qaondam Henricus 
« Wynton* Epifcopus dittos Blefens. frater 
5^ Regis Stephani nuper Ri^s AngUe/' 

. MS. Ifarleian. N° 1616, in the Britifli 
Muieum. AMS«in8vo. containing 128 
pages, confifting of copies of Records 
relating to St Crois Hofpital, which are 
for the moft part the fame with thofe in 
the preceding MS. ; but not all that are 
therci and on the other hand, having ibme 
things that are xnot there. It was written 
before the year 1 386 ^ as appears from fome 
additions in the vacant leaves at the begin- 
ning, (pag. 3.) of the lame hand with thofe 
in the Btfhop of Winchcfter's MS. It pro- 
bably belonged likewiie to John de Cam- 
peden, at that time Mafter. 

MS. Harleian. N"* 6217. A paper book 
in folio containing 1 9 leaves. It is intitled, 
(by a late hand) '' An Hiftoricall Relation 

b 4 r of 
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<< of certain pafB^es about the end of IC^ 
<' Edward the 3d, and of his death;'' with-4 
out name or date : the hand writing about 
two hundred years old. It appears to be a 
Tranflatioh from the Latin of an earlier 
age: for the writer* where he doubts of the 
fenfe of his Author* or of the propriety of 
his own exprefiion, drawing a line under 
his own words* or leaving a blank {pace in 
his text, fets down the Latin words in the 
margin; as concerning Edward the 3d'$ 
death, '^ the difcafe of *' (in the mar-r 

gin) ^^ anuli/' And the Author feems to 
fpeak ibmetimes, as if he lived in or near 
the time, of which he writes ; as in the fol* 
lowing reflexions on the death of the Prince 
of Wales 1 " Truly unlefs God (whoe de* 
^^ fended hym in battayle, and bttftb now 
«^ taken hym from this worlde, perchaunce 
<' that we ihoulde put our trufte morecon^ 
<* fidently in God) holde under hys hlefled 
^^ hand, leaft the miferable l^ngliihe men 
^* be trodden downej yt ys to be feared, 
<< that our enemyes, whoe compafs us on 
<^ everye fyde, wUl rage upon us even unto 
*^ utter deftraftionj and will taike our 
\^ place and cuntrye* Arife, Lorde, and 

• 1* h^lpfi 
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«' helpe Hs, and defende us for thy names 
•* iaike/' The fame may be obferved ia 
ibme other pafTageSi which are quoted from 
it in the Notes, It fcems too to have been 
written recentibus odiis, with all the acri- 
mony of frefli refentment, by the feverity 
with which the Duke of Lancafter, Alice 
Ferrers, and all of that partyj^ are treated, 
Jt IS only an extra^ or part of fome large 
hi/lprical work j for it begins abruptly^ 
« The nyghte following**— t—; and it treats 
of thcfe tranfadlions more amply and par^ 
ticularly, than any of the common accounts 
of thofe times. What degree of credit is 
due to thi$ anonymous HiftoriaU) is left 
to the Reader's judgement to determine* 
He will find his teftimony impartially cited, 
where it feemed material $ as well when it 
tends to invalidate the Author's opinion, as 
when it confirms lU 

Liber H, ColK Wint, An ancient leger^ 
book belonging to Winchefter College, 
marked with the letter Hj containing re* 
cords and evidences of various kinds, re« 
lating to the firft foundation and endow* 
mcnt of the college* 

Rot. Pari. The Rolls of Parliament prc- 
ieryed in the Tower pf London. A com- 

plctt 
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pletc copy of them, with feveral othcf 

MSS, was given to the library of Queen*^ 
College in Oxford, % Sir Jofeph William- 
fon, Secretary of ftate in Charles the lid's 
time. By the favour of that learned Society, 
the author had the ufe of as many volumes 
of them, as he had occafion to confult.^ 

Rot. Pat. Tanner. The learned and 
TOoft accurate antiquary Dr. Tanner, latfe 
Bifhop of St. Afaph, made extra^^ from 
the Patent Rolls in the Tower of grants tb 
William of Wykeham, which he commu-*- 
nicated, in the year 1732, to Dr. Coxed thclx 
Warden of New College. Thefe extratSs 
of the Bifhop are cited, as above, with his 
name added. . 

MS. Rymer. Befides the colleftion of 
records publifhed by Rymer, there was a 
great number of records tranfcribed and 
digefted by him into proper order, but 
not publifhed, being fuch as were fuppofed 
to be of lefs general ufe. This manufcript 
colleftion confifts of fifty-nine large volumes 
in folio ; vyhich were defigned to be repo- 
fited in the Cotton library. The contents 
of each volume, and the titles of the fevcral 
records in each, are given at the end of the 
XVir^ volume of the printed colleftion. 
' I Thefe 
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Thcie fcein to have been wholly negle6led by 
oor late hiftorians, though with regard to*, 
perfonalhiftory, and incidental matters, they 
may perhaps* be of equal ufe with the 
printed volumes. They were fome years 
ago in the hands of SaolU'el Burroughs, Efq; - 
Matter in Chancery,' and x)ne of the Truf- 
tees for the Cotton liblpary. They are now 
tpl5e fouiid in their proper place in the Bri- 
tMiMufeum. 

Thci'e are hardly any of the reft of the 
^ithorities, but what will be fufficifntly 
known and underftqod of themfelves, as 
they are referred to. ' 
- Though no inconfiderable progrefi has 
been here already made in collecting ma- 
terials from the Public Records ; namely, 
from the Parliament Rolls and the Patent 
RoQs, which m&y well be fuppofed to have 
afforded more, and thole of more ufe and 
importance, than any others are like to do ; 
and in fome degree from all the reft, by 
means of the collections of Rymer, both 
printed and manufcript ; yet it is not to be 
doubted, but that a farther fearch in the 
fcveral public office would fupply particu- ' 
lar fafts hitherto unknown, that might give 
new light/ as well into the general ftate of 

the 
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the affairs of thofe times, as into Wyk<> 
ham's perfonal hiflory. In this perfuafion, 
the audiQr flill had it in his view to try 
what might be done in this way : but he 
has never yet found fufEcient leifure or 
opportunity for an undertaking, which 
requires much of both, and which perhaps 
had better be wholly let alone, than neg- 
ligently and flightly performed 5 as a fu- 
perficial and imperfect examination would 
probably have little other efFedJ:, than to 
difcourage all attempts of the like kind for 
the future* Much lefs can he think in 
his prefent fituation of ever being able pro- 
prly to execute fuch a defign. He muft 
therefore content himfelf with recommend- 
ing it to the two learned and flourifhing 
Societies of Wykeham*s foundation, as a 
matter which principally and nearly con- 
cerns them, and which he is fure they will 
be ready to promote to the utmoft of their 
power, to confider of the propereft method 
of fupplying this deficiency. Perhaps a 
fuitable encouragement on their part, both 
as a fupport of the expence, and a reward 
of the labour, of fuch a fearch, might in- 
duce fome perfon of (kill and experience to 
undertake it. At prefent he hopes they 

wiU 
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will receive with candor and indulgence 

thefe his endeavours; which were incited 

by no other motive than his eameil defire 

of expreffing, in the befl: manner he was 

able, his fenfe of the great obligations, 

which he has to their great Founder and to 

Them* The ground at leaft is cleared, a 

foundation laid, and fomething of a plan 

given; and the materials here collefted and 

di/poied with all the exadlnefs he is capable 

of, will fo fir be of ufe, confidered only as 

materials. If to thefe any confiderable ac- 

ceflion ihould ever be made from the (lores 

above mentioned, he is perfuaded there will 

not be wanting in thofe Societies, fuch as 

will be ready and able to make the proper 

nfe of them, and to fet them forth to the 

beft advantage ; that fo the hiftory of their 

pious and munificent Founder may be one 

day rendered in every refpect as complete, as 

the nature and condition of the fubject, fo 

long too muph neglected, will now admit. 



ERRATA. 

Page 20. Note ^, I. 5. read, lathomi\ and 1. 7. laiiomant. 

P. 27. 1. 8. iov following, n 1363. P. 06. 1. 10. r. fiikr 

Jiituie. P. 103.1. 7. V. protejiation. P. 150. 1. 27. r. 

<jr//r//. P. 168. 1. 2. for tf, r. as% and 1. 4. a comma 

ziitT admit. P. 185. 1. 8. r.y^^^- 

Appendix. P. ii. 1. 15. r. Radulphus. P. v. fqr 
N* VI. r. IV. P. xvi. 1. 4. r. eieccionem; and 1. 30. 
eleccisne. P. xix. 1. 11. for Ei, r. iB/. P. xxiT. L 24. 
r. die. P. XXV. 1. 33. after ceUritaUy add it. P. xxxiii. 
1. 14. r. Maria-, and 1. 15. Regina. P. xxxviii. L38. 
\i(xvigintiy r.triginia. 
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OLowTH, whilftWTKEHAM's various worth you 
trace. 
And bid todiikat times his Annals ihine. 
Indulge another Bard of Wy keh am's race 

In the fond wiih to add his name to thine. 
From tb« fame fount, with rev'rence let me boaft. 

The dafliG ilreams with early thirll I caught ; 
What time, they fay, the Mufes revel'd moft, 

.When Bigg prefided, and when Burton taught. 
But the fame fate, which led me to the fpring. 

Forbad me farther to purfue the ftream : 
Perhaps as Jkiadly ; for, as Sages ling. 

Of Chance and Fate full idly do we deem.. 
And fure in Granta's philofophic ftiade 

Truth^s genuine image beam'd upon my fight; 
And flow-eyed Reafon lent her fober aid 

To form, deduce, compare, and judge aright. 
Yes, ye fweet fields, befide your ofier'd ftream 

Pull many an Attic hour my youth enjoyed. 
Full many a frkndftiip form'd, life's happieft dream, 

And treafur'd many a blife which never cloy'd. 
Yet may the*Pilgrim, o'er his temperate fare 

Ateve^ with pleafing recoUeftton fay,, 
Twas the freih mom which ftrung his nerves to bear 

The piercing beam, and ufeful toils of day : 
Sb let me ftill with filial love purfue 

The nurie and parent of my infant thought. 
From whence the colour of my life I drew 
When fiiGG prefided) and when Burton taught. 

Names by me rever'd ! till memory die. 

Till my deaf ear forget th* enchanting flow 
Of verfe harmonious, fiiall my mental eye 
Trace back old time^ and teach my breaA to glow. 

Peace 
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SECTION I. 

From the Birth ofWykehapt to his being made 
Bijhop of Winchefier. 

THAT natural curiofity, which leads 
us to inquire into die particular 
circumftances of the lives of fuch 
a3 have in any way made themfelves great- 
ly eminent; cannot be more properly or 
laudably employed, than in reviving the 
memory of thofe illuftrious perfons, who 
have more efpecially -diftinguifhed them- 
B fclves 
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felvcs by their beneficence and public fpi- 
rit; by their endeavours to do good to 
their own age, and to pofterity; to their 
country, and to mankind. In this cafe at 
Icaft, it is not merely the effeft of an idly 
inquifitive difpolition, nor does it propofe to 
itfelf only an empty amufement : it par- 
takes in fome meafure ot the iame gene- 
rous principle, which engages its attention; 
perhaps it arifes from a mind poffefled with 
a fenfe of benefits received, and is no im- 
proper exertion of that love, refpeft, and 
gratitude, which is due to the author of 
them. The fubjeft of tlie following pages, 
may, I prefome, in this refpeft, merit the 
attention of fuch as have a due regard for 
the ntemory of a mari^ who, befides his 
high ftation and great abilities in public 
affairs, was an eminent example of gene- 
rofity and munificence; and much more 
of thofe, who have felt the beneficial imp 
fluence of his liberality, who have been, 
or aftually are, partakers of his bounty. 
It is indeed principally for the fake of thefe 
latter, that the prefent inquiry h^th been un- 
dertaken : it will bepurfued with that car% 
and fidelity, and ftrid regard tQ truths 
which is due to tke public in gCQCrai ; 9ndi 

.for 



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 3 

for the fatisfafiion of the(e in particular^ 
cvea with what may perhaps be efteemed 
by others a minute and A:rupulous exa£t- 
nefs ; in confidence that their veneration 
for the name of Wyfceham, their generous 
Bencfa&or, will make every thing that re- 
lates to him interefting, and will not fufFer 
them to think any particularities jejune, 
trifling, or iniignificant, that in any wife 
tend to refcue his memory from oblivion, 
to verify his hiflory, or to vindicate his 
charaften 

William Wyfceham, or Of Wykeham, 
(for ' he ufcs both ways of expreffing 
his name, but commonly the latter,) was 
"born at Wykeham in Hampfhire, in the 
year mcccxxiv, in he 18th year of Ed- 
ward the Second : confequently after the 
7th of July, from which the years of Ed- 

» He calk hittifclf WilliaiD Wykdiam, not Dc Wyke- 
baa» m bis Wall ; as s^io fofp^tipe^ i&hU qwo Regiftei : 
he i$ (o called ia ftegi(li:« £dyqgdojQ; and in RotuU 
computus CoU. Nov. Ox<m. «p. 1331 ; and in Leger- 
Book QJF the Cbunjh Af Wifichcfter, N*' J. rery often. 
*' A qua vUh (%s Chanaddier, MS. ia JBU>Uoth. Coll. 
^ Nov. p. 15.) cogooffien fA ipmjtu^y ut «Uam a 
'^ pkriique WUbelmtts WyJ^o^m gppellaretur;*' roc 
Pe Wytehaa ; as I fypt^ ^ m§min 

^ brtvls Chronica, & Chaundeler. 

B 2 ward 
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ward the Second begin; and before the 
27th of September of the fame year -, for 
on that day of the year mcccciv, on which 
he died, he is faid to have been fully S or 
above, * eighty years old 

It is commonly fuppofed, that he took 
his name from the place; of his birth, ac- 
cording to a cuftom much in ufe in thofe 
times, when furnames were not fo appro- 
priated to families, a^ to defcend regularly 
from father to fon, as they now do. There 
are however fome circumftances, which at 
firft fight feefn to afford us fufficient reafon 
to doiibt of this. We meet with feveral 
of his kindred, living at the fame time with 
him, who bore the fame name : Nicholas 
Wykeham, I Archdeacon of Winchefter, 

I Traftatus in Vet. Regiftr. Coll. Wint. 

* Brcvis Chronica,' & Chaundeler, p. 54. 

5 Nicholas Wykeham, Clerk, Prebendary of Maple* 
durham in the church of Bofeham, Chichefter Dioccfe, 
in 1370 ; v^rchdeacon of Winchefter, 1372 ; which he 
refigned, and became Archdeacon of Wilts; 1382 ; War- 
den of St. Nicholas's Hofpltal, Portfmouth, on the 
death of Richard Wykeham, and Reftor of Witteney, 
Lincoln Diocefe, being then L. L. D. 1378; War- 
den of New College Oxford, 1379; refigned it, 1^89. 
Ordained Accolite and fubdeacon, 1379; Prieft, 1383. 
He was alfo Prebendary of Tymberbury in the church 
of Romefaye, Winchefter Diocefe. Regiftr. Wykeham. 

and 
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and Warden of New College, whom * he 
exprefsly calls his kinfman. Richard de 
Wykeham \ Warden of St. Nicholas's 
Holpital, Portfmouth ; the fame probably 
with Richard Wykeham, called likewiffe 
his kinfman in the Rolls of Accompt of 
New College in the year 1377: John 
Wykeham *, Re6lor of Mapledurham in 
the diocefe of Winchefter ; who is men- 
tioned in his will among his kindred, and 
was ^ admitted as fuch Fellow of his 
College. Add to thefe William, Tho- 
mas, and John Wykeham, admitted " like- 
wife Fellows of his College in the years 
1387, 1390, and I395^refpe6lively ; who* 
were his gneat nephews, the fons of his 
niece Alice, the wife of William Perot, 

• Sec Appendix, N^ X^ 
7 Regiftr. Wykeham. 

• Ordained AccoUte and SubdeacoQ 101395 ; at that 
time ^eftorof Stockton, Sarum Diocefe ; sJterward of 
Mapledurham, (or Bufiton) Caulbome, Brightefton^ 
and South-Waltham, fucceiEvely. Regiftr. Wykeham. 

9 Regiftr. Coll Noy. 
« Ibid. 

• See Appendiis, NT II. m. and IV. WUliamthc 
ddeH brother probably died before the BiQiop with- 
ODt iflfae, upon which Thomas the fecond brother be- 
came the Bifhop's heir : John the youngeft died Fellow 
43f New College, Civilian, in the year 1398* Rcpftr. 
CoU. Noy. 

B 3 and 
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and took his furname inilead of their fa- 
ther's. His kinfman John Fyvyan, ' paid 
him the fame compliment, and relinquiflied 
his own name for that of Wykeham. Both 
thefe inilances kem ta make it ftill more 
probable, that it was fbmetbing more than 
a cafual name taken from the place of his 
birth. He mentions his Father and Mo- 
ther only by their Chriftian names, ^ 
John and Sybill : if their fumame had 
been different from that which he bore 
himfelf, it would have been natural, if 
not neceflary, to have mentioned it ; if the 
fame, thei'e was plainly no occafion of ex- 
prefling it, as implied of courfc. 

I meet with a note in the Firft Regifter 

of New College % which if it docs not 

^ con- 

5 Call'd Johannes Wykchatn, alitcr diftus TyrjM, 
llegiftr. Wykcham, Part I. fol. lai. In the year 1379* 
and 1380, he Was ordained Accolite and Subdeacon by 
the name of John Pyryan only ; afterward went by the 
name of JVykeham. He v^sls Reftor of* Eabbcrbnry, 
then of Cron^lale trpon his refignation of the former > 
afterward of Broughton, DioG. Line, prefented by Wil- 
Uam of Wykcham as Patron. lUglftr. Wykebam. He 
appears to have been his kinfman by Re^iftr. Coll. Kqv» 
and in his will is placed among his kindled. 

♦ In the Statutes of both his Colleges. Tbcy^arc fo 
called likewife in Brcv Chron. and in Traftat. in Vet. 
Regiftr. Coll. Wint. and in MS. Coll. Wint. 

* At the bottom of the Uft page of the book, called 

libcr 
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confirm this opinIofl> that Wykehaifft wAs 
properly his ^amHy-namc ^ yet fhews at 
leaft that it Is not altogether new and un- 
precedented. It is in the following terms : 

"" l^|it V0 \Mt td bt prootteo tj^at \opU 
'' Ififtm ttiiiiiel^am bp&fi1$tpt off topn^ 
'' ten liKUi lionK in a tiokiini in l^amp* 
'' cj^callen mpiteinm^ tm titjtt^^ 
^' smum faciei name toad mplu^ant^ 
'' altbmi(A tftete tiatj^e &tnfome2»oute 
'^ o( |B«i fatjittjet name;' The hand- 

Writing, as well as the exprefGon, of thig 
Note carries with it evident marks of age ; 
and yet, upon due conGderation, I do not 
think it to be of fufficient antiquity, to 
^ive it any great weight in determining the 
prefent queftion. 

•And after all, we muft have a care, left, 
being prepoffefled with notions taken from 
our own ufages, we fhould be led into 



Libet AIbn«. The other entries of the fame page bear 
date 1456, and 1457. ^^ ^ iide of this note is written 
lb another hand) <* An old note coocenuQg our Foun- 
^* der.** This laft handwrking appears in feveral parts 
^ the 'A(K3k, in the margin, &c. and is Warden Cul« 
peper'Sy or fome other perfon's in his t^oie, (th&t is^ be* 
tween 1573 ^°^ ^599) ^^ ^^ P^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^- 

* Harpsfiejd, who w^$ edtttated in both Wykcham's 
Colleges, is of tLis opinion; See his {M. Ecdcfiaft. 
iUigikan. p. 55c. 
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error in our reafonings upon thofe of for- 
mer times* If we confider the uncertain 
ftate of family-names at the time of the 
birth of Wykeham, we fhall not think it 
ftrange, that there fhould be fuch doubt 
with regard to the furname of his family; 
QV even if it ihould appear, that he had 
j^operly no family-name at all. Surnames 
were introduced into England by the Nor- 
mans at the Conqueft : ." But certain it is, 
" ^ fays Camden, that as the better fort, 
" even from the Conqueft, by little and 
♦' little, took furnames J fo they were not 
" fettled among the common people fully 
" until about the time of Edward the Se- 
" cond." As we muft allow Wykeham to 
have been what the Romans called novus 
homo, fo with regard to his furname, he 
might perhaps be ftri6lly and literally the 
firft of his family. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I cannot 
help giving credit to the teftimony of a 
^ Pedigree of Wykeham's family, preferved 
in an ancient Regifter of Winchefter Col- 
lege, which mentions his father by the 

7 See Camden's Remains, p. io6, &c. 
■ See Appendix, N^I. 

name 
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name of John Longe ; which, whether it 
was the proper furname of the family, or 
a perfonal bye-name given him on ac- 
count of his ftature, (in which cafe his true 
iumamb might be Aas, the fame that was 
borne by his ' brother Henry,) 'tis neither 
material nor poffible to determine. This- 
Pedigree muft be allowed to be of good 
authority, as.it was drawn up in the next 
age to that of Wykeham himfelf, as it is 
in many particulars confirmed by collateral 
evidence, and as there dots nQt appear any 
reaibn to queftion the truth and exa^els 
of any part of it. Whatever elfe has been 
alledged on this fubjeft ought to be of 
little account : it is a point d;iac muft be 
determined by authority and evidence; and, 
the authority of this Pedigre6 leems fuffi- 
cient to maintain- it|elf againft all argu* 
ments whatfoever, ^that are only founded 
on probable^fuppofition and conjecture. 

His parents ' were perfons of good re- 
putation and character j but in mean cir- 
cumftances. It has been faid, that * he, 

9 See alfo Appendix, N^XVffl. 

• Traftat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint, Brcv* Qiron. & 
Chaundeler, p. 15. 

* See below the quotations from Robert Glover and 
John Malv€roe« 

him- 
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himfdf, or fortic of his anciftors Werfc 6f 
fervile condition: that is, had been Te^ 
nants in ViUeiiage, or hdd held lands by 
Certain cuftoms and fcrVices owed to the 
Lord; whieh is confidered as a kind of 
Servitude or Bondage by our Laws, and 
which was at that time, for die moft part, 
the ftate and condition of the bulk of the 
a>mmon people of England. However, 
of his mother ', we arc particularly informed, 
that (he was well-born, and of a gentk- 
man s family : which is moreover confirmed 
by the Pedigree before mentioned. The * 
number of his contemporary relations, which 
we meet with occafionaliy mentioned, and 
tipon undoubted authority, is furprifingly 
great, confidering the diftance of time, and 
the obfcurity in which this part of his hif- 
tory lies s and feems to prove, that he was 
hot of fuch very low extraction as fome 
authors have reprefented him. They ap* 

^ *^ CuJQs ortus primordia ex parte matris nomine 
** Sibill« generofa profapia natalibiis legls [forbn, le- 
** ptimis] infignivlt: pater vero ejus, Johannes nomi- 
" ne, progenitorum Ubertate dotatus, honeftum mori- 
** bus&jgefturis fe omnibus exhibebat/* Traflat. ia 
Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. It is afterwards faid of both his 
jparcnts, that they were " honsfti generc;'* Ibid. 

♦ Sec Appendix, N* XVIIL 

pear 
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pear in general to have been per fons of re-' 
pntabic condition^ and of a middle ftatioii 
in liftc. On the other hand, I fee no rea- 
fon for rating his family higher : I am even 
inclined to think, that he himfelf difclaimed 
all farther pretehfions. The celebrated Mot- 
to which he added to his Arms, (of which 
f probably he might have received a grant 

when 

5 ** TTic Tad BUhoppe bare his Aripcs divcrfly at 

^ two Ibodry tjrmes, as the Seals thereof, fliewed by 

•* Sir Ridsard Tynes, teftify. Before he was Blfhoppc, 

^^ when as yet he was but Archdeacon of Liacolne, he 

** fealed but with one cheveron in his Armes between 

** three rofes : but after, when he was advanced to the 

<* Biihoppricke, he fealed with two cheverons between 

** three lofes : and fo ar generally known to this day 

** to be his without coAtradiftion.-- — It hath been de- 

^* maunded of me by the fayd learned menne, whether 

** the Armes which the faid Biflioppe ufed were gyven 

** unto hun in refpeft of his dignity Epifcopall, or 

** were boren by him before^ as receyved from hii 

^ atmceftry and race. Whereunto I coulde not an- 

** fwer affirmatjTvelyi becaufe I had never feen mat-^ 

« ter of the firft allowance of them. But havynge itaA' 

** certyne learned wrjrters opinions of the fayd Bifhoppe^ 

'' which do agree in this, that he was humitu iondittonii^ 

^^ and that he was called Wykeham^ a loco undi natut 

<' sft^ i^ nm a farmtihus : as It is alfo affirmed in 

«* the chapter of his Lyf before alieadged, wherein 

•* alfo his father called John is fayd to be progenitorum 

^ Ubertate dotaHii : and be himfdf by Ranulph Monke 

'* of Cheflre, belog noted to ht liber tinns^ vela pair eli^ 

^* hrtiHo natus : I was moved to thinke. as I told them# 

f that thoie Armes came not to him by deicent. And 

** agayne. 
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when he began to rife in the world) I ima- 
gine was intended by him to intimate fome- 
thing of this kind : MAntUtH tUAhpt^ 
H^an I the true meaning of which, as he 
defigned it, I prefume to be, tho* it has 
commonly been underftood otherwife, That 
a man's real worth is to pt eftimated, not 
from the outward and accidental advan- 
tages of birth, rank, and fortune, but from 
the endowments of his mind, and his mo- 
ral qualifications. In this fcnie it bears a 
proper relation to his arms, and contains 
a juft apology for thofe enfigns of his new- 
ly acquired dignity. Confcious to himfelf 
that his claim to honour is unexceptionable, 
as founded upon truth and reafon, he in 

*' agaync, behouldinge the Armes fometymc with one 
«' and then after with two cheverons, qua quidemjigna 
•f per Carpentarios & domorum f adores aim poriahantury 
** as Nicholas Upton wryteth, and comparing them 
** to the quality of the berar, who is fayd to have had 
«* his chiefe preferment for his fkill in Architefture, 
** Erat enim ngi Edwardo III. in prineiph afabricti eo 
« quod erat ingeniofus Gf archhiSfura dile^atusy as Dr.' 
^* Cains makeih mention in his bookes de antiquitaU 
«' Cantabrigienjis Academic: I yfZS2L\(o inAxxctA to tVmke 
«' per conjefturam Heraldicam, that the Bifhop himfelf 
<* was the firft berar of them.** Report of Robert 
Glover, Somerfet Herald, to Lord Treafurer Burghley, 
concerning the difpnte between Sir Richard Fiennes and 
Humphrey Wickham, Efq; dated March 1572. MS. Ant« 
Wood. N^ XXVm. in Mufaeo Aflimoleano Oxon. 

a man* 
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a manner makes his appeal, to the world ; 
alledging, that neither high birth, to which 
he makes no pretenfiohs, nor high ftation, 
upon which, he does not value himfelf, but 

*' Virtue alone is true Nobility.'* 

It feems to be agreed on all hands, that 
his ^ parents were in fuch narrow circum- 
ftances, that they could not afford to give 
their fon a liberal education. However, 
this deficiency was fupplied by fome ge- 
nerous patron, who maintained him at 
ichool at ^ Wincheftcr, where he was in- 
ftru6led in Grammatical learning. Here 
he gave early proofs of his * piety and his 
diligence. It has always been jfuppofed, 
rather from a common tradition, than from 
any authentic account that I can meet 
with, that Wykeham's firft and great Be- 
nefactor was Nicholas Uvedale Lord of the 
Manor of Wykeham, and Governor of 
Winchefter Gaftle, an officer of great note 
in thofe days. After he had gone through 

• Traftat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wiat. Brcv. Chroa. 
Chatindeler ibid. 

^ MS. CoU. Wint. 

• Ibid. & Traftat. in Vet, Reg. Coll. Wint. 

< his 
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his fchool education^ he was taken into 
his patron's family, and became his Secre-- 
tary. That he was'Secretary to the Con- 
ftable of Wincheiler Caftle, is all that we 
find mentioned in the moft ancient ' writ- 
ers. He is faid to have been afterwards re- 
commended by Uvedale to Edyngdon * 
Bilhop of Winchefter, and by both to havei 
been made known to. King Edward the 
Third. . 

The later Writers of Wykeham's life 
have generally mentioned his. removing 
from Winchefter to Oxford to profecutc 
his ftudies, and that he continued there 
almoft fix years. They feem to have no 
fufficient authority for what they fay. The 
Writers neareft his time make no men- 
tion of his being at Oxford at all, or 
rather fuppofe the contrary, I muft 

9 Traftat. ia Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. Brev. ChjXHfc 

Chaundelen 

» Edyngdon Biftiop of Winchefter conftitutes William 
4e Wykeham his Attorney, to take pQ0ciSon of certaia 
lands, &c. December lo. 26 £d. 3. [x 3 5 2.3 And 
Henry Sturmy of Elyechaoi conftitutes him Ukcwife 
~ his Attorney, to deliver feifin of certain lands, &c. tQ 
Bp. Edyngdon, OAober 12th the fame year. Lib. H. 
Coll. Wint. fol.2S2, &24.9. Which makes it proba* 
ble,that he was in £dyngdon*s fervice, as is commonly 

hero 
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here give the Reader whatChaundekr fays 

tfltthis purpafe bi his own words : ''Ilium 

'' Speculativa (Sapientia) minime forfan 

*^ ocxupavit : pcrhibemr enim nee Artiuin, 

'' nee Theologize) fed nee utroramque Ju^ 

'' rium fcolasexercuiflet-^uomodo potuit 

'' ab inopi & pmiperrima du6tus paren^ 

" tela fin£ exhifaitiona fcolas aut literarum 

" cxercitaflfe ftudium ?— fde Pra£lica vero^ 

** vir fummc fapiens." Which I think 

it as much as to fay in eiprefs terms, that 
he never ftudied in any Univerfity. Chaun^ 
deler, who within about fifty years after 
the death of Wykeham, was Warden of 
New College, and Chanoellor of the Uni« 
verfity of Oxford, might at that time have 
eafily known, whether he had ever ftudied 
there or not, by confiilting the Univer^ 
iky Ri^ifters. Befides> it does not ap- 
pear, that he ever had any Academical Dei* 
gree, nor is there the leaft tradition of his 
having, belonged to any particular Society 
diere« 

The above paffage of Chaundeler gives 
us the real chara^er dF Wykeham with 
r^pei^ to his Learning ) ahd lays open to 
us the true and only foundation of that 
Tradition, which has been delivered down 

fram 
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from early times, and has received many 
additional circumftanccs from the invention 
of later writers; that Wykeham was an 
Illiterate Perfon. One that after having 
been chiefly employed for feveral years in 
(ecular affairs, and without having ever 
gone through the ufual courfe of Academi- 
cal Learning, Ihould become a Ciergymani 
however furnifhed with moft parts of truly 
ufcful knowledge, yet fuch as the fchools 
were then entirely unacquainted with, 
would of courfe be looked upon as deficient 
in a principal part of a Clerical, that is, 
according to the opinion of thofe times, 
of a Learned Education* But whoever 
confiders the miferable ftate. of learning 
in general, and in particular in the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, in that age, will not 
thipk it any difadvantage to him to. have 
been led into a different courfe of fhidies, 
/Twas juft at the time * when Wyke- 
ham .muft have been at the Univerfity of 
Oxford, if he had ever been there at all, 
that certain logical , contentions, turning 
merely upon words, fo far prevailed, as to 
divide the fcholars into perpetual fadions^ 

* 8te Ant* Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. ad an. 1343. 

and 
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and to become almoft the only objeft of 
their ftudies and attention. The Nominals 
lifted themfelves under the ftandard of 
Occham the invincible Doftor^ in oppo- 
fition to the Reals, the followers of Duns 
Scotus, entitled the Subtile Do6lor. This 
occaiioned the revival of the old quarrels, 
between the Norfhern and Southern men : 
the former, for want of a better reafon as 
it feems, joining themfelves to the party 
of their Countryman Scotus ; and confe- 
quently the latter, out of mere fpirit of 
oppofition, fiding with Occham. The con- 
fequence of thefe diiputes was not only 
the eftablifhing hi the fchools an unintel- 
ligible jargon, (the thing that was chiefly 
meant in thefe times when they talked of 
knowledge and learning) but the introdu- 
cing a fcandalous barbarity and brutality of 
manners into the place appropriated to the 
- ftudies dof humanity and politenefs. The 
• parties in tljieir madnefs foon tranfgreffed 
the boutids of Acadeniical difptrtatioti, and 
cartie to blows : they had frequent battles, 
which generally ended in bloOdfhcd. - Six 
years fpcnt at the Univerfity juft at this 
finf)e, and in that part of life in whieh 
]H*ejadices o^all fcirids take the fafteft hold 

C and 
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and make the moft hfting impreflioili 
might have unhappily given a wrong turn 
to a perfon of as great genius, as extenlive 
knowledge, and as found judgement, as 
any which that age produced. As he had 
a capacity, that would probably have car- 
ried him to the top of any profefRon, into 
which he might have chanced to have been 
thrown, he might indeed have become art 
eminent Schoolman, an Irrefragable, per- 
haps, or even a Seraphic Dodtor : but we 
fhould have abfolutely loft the great Statet- 
man, and the generous patron and pro- 
moter of true learning. 

'Twas certainly for abilities very different 
from what were commonly attained at that 
time in the Univerfity, that Wykeham was 
recommended to Edward the Third. He 
is faid ' to have been brought to Court, 

and 



' " Biennio vel triennio elapfo, poll: annum s.[fcilicet] 
'^ atatis fuae viccfimum, tranflatus eft in curiam domini 
** regis Edvardi HI." Traftat. in Vet. Reg. Coll. Wint. 

The following paflage likewife fpeaks o( his having 
been engaged in the King's fervice very early in hisi 
life^ and contains an ample teftimony of his merits. 
.** Attendentes praeterea ejufdem Epif. probitatis prsC- 
^^ clara merita ac obfequia fruftuofa, quae ipfe 2ijuveniU 
" atate tam Avo & Patri noftris pradiftis, dum vixc- 
** raat, quam edam Nobis, poftquam ad regale fafti- 

«« gium 
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tod placed there in the King's fervice, when 
he w^as about two or three and twenty 
years of age. What employment he had 
there at this time, (if he was really em- 
ployed by the King fo foon) I cannot fay : 
for the firft office^ which he appears upon 
record to have borne, was that of Clerk of 
all the King's works, in his manors of Henle 
and Yefhampfted. The * Patent confer- 
ring this office upon him is dated the loth 
of May 1356. The * 30th of Odlober 
following he was made Surveyor of the 
King's works at the Caflle and in the Park 
of Windfor. By this Patent he had powers 
given him to prefs all forts of artificers, 
and to provide ftone, timber, and all 
other materials, and carriages. He had 
one (hilling a day while he ftaid at Wind- 
for, two (hillings when he went elfewhere 
on his employment, and three (hillings a 

" gium afcendifflusi iiiultipliciter impendebat, ipiis ac 
*' nobis in diAi regni & negodorum ejufdem operofb 
*' regimine cobiiliis &: auxiliis opportunis continue ac 
<' fideliter aififtendo, maximos utrobique fuftinendo la- 
•* bores pariter & cxpenfas/' — Preamble to a Licen^^e 
of Mortmain granted to his Colleges. Dat. June 16. 
13. R. 2. Rot. Pat. MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vol. III. p. 2o8. 
Item. Lib. H. Coll Wint. fol. 1 22. 

^ Rot. Pat. 30. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

' Ibid, and A(hmole, Inftit. Ord. Garter, p. 128. ' 

C 2 week 
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>yeek for his Clerk. Oh ^ the 14th o£ 
November, 1357, he received, a grant from 
the King of one fhilUng a day, payable at 
the exchequer, over and above his former 
wages and Calmj* 'Twas ^ by the advice 
and perfuafion of Wykeham that the King 

<^ Rot. l*at. 31. Ed. 3, Tanner. 

f <* Circa aoftum DoAihil 1359, Dominias R«x ad in- 
« ftigationem Wllhelmi WykehAm Clerici in caftr6 de, 
** Wynde/hore multa bona asdificia fecit profterni, & alia 
** plura pulchra & futnptuofa aedificari ; othncs fere la- 
/< thonu 8t carpentarii per totam Angliam adfUam sedc<« 
** ficationeip fuerunt addufti, ita qnod vix aliquis po- 
** tuit habere aliquem bonum lattionium vel carpea- 
<* tariuin nifi In abTeondhd propter te^s ppohibkionem. 
.♦* Fuerat autem diftus Wllhelmus Wykebam de infiB(id 
** genere, ut puta, ut dicebatur, fervilis conditionis ; 
** tamen ftilt multum aftutuS, & vir magtree mdnftfisr. 
*' Videns qualiter, poffet; r^i plac«re ;& ifiiue benisVD- 
'^* lentiam adipifci^ confuluit regi diftum caftrum de 
'* Wyndefliore taliter, ficut hodie patet intuenti aedi- 
*^ ficare ; & infra modictim tempns poftea unnm no* 
M vum caArum in infula de Shepeye juxtalnar^ 8c nier« 
*^ catum ibi conftituere ; licet lociis ille ad hoc fuerat 
" male difpofitus. Propter quod Dominus KtX fllultiS 
** bonis & pinguibus beneficiis ipfum Wilhelmum dita- 
^' vit, Sc infra breye temf tt8 poft fuma fecretum Sigil- 
5< lum fecit portare, & fucced^te tempore ut feflet Wyft* 
'^ ton.EpiC pFocuravtt; & tandem ad lui honotis cuoiti^ 
*' lufn CancellariumAagU* ipfum. conftituitj ut verifr 
*' caretur illud* Sk honofaWtsr quctti Rtx vult hone)*- 
'< rare/' Contiooatio Chrdnici Raaulphi per J<Aanftdi» 
Malv(^ne:ab au. Doiii..i326, ad an. 1394* MS. itl Bib- 
Both, toll. Corp. Chrift> Cantab. I give the whAle tl^t 
this author has relating, to WillialB o( WjkAhua^ is it 
has XKH befosHs beso publiAiisd. 

was 
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was induced to pull down great part of 
the Caftle of Windfor, and to rebuild it 
in the munificent manner in which, upon 
the whole, it now appears; and the execu- 
tion of this great work he committed enr 
tirely to him. Wykeham had likewife the 
foledire6lionof the building^ of Qyeenbo- 
rough CaiUe: the difficulties arifing from 
the nature of the ground, and the lownefs 
of the Situation, did not difcourage hiqi 
from advifing and undertaking this work ; 
and in th? event they only ferved to dif- 
play more evidently the fkill and abilities 
of the Architeft. 

Wykeham acquitted himfelf fo much to 
the King's fatisfadion in the execution of 
thefe employments, that he gained a con- 
fiderable place in his raafter's favour, and 
grew daily in his affeftions : ' for from 
C 3 hence- 

» Item MS. Coll. Wiqt. 

9 There is a ftory commonlv told upon this occasion, 
which I thiak deferves but little regard, as it feems to 
flahd upon no other fouudation than fome popular tradi- 
1100. I fhall give it here in the words ot Arch-bifhop 
Parker, who, as far as I can find, is the fi,rft that relates 
it. " Quidam narrant Wlckamum, extrnfta arce Wiad- 
" forina, in interior! quodam pariete haec verba, quae la- 
** tine tam appofite & faceteexprioii nequeunt, inlculp-* 
«' fifle ; This made Wickam. Hoc fecit Wickam. Qua 

** locutio 
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henceforth we find the King continually 
heaping upon him preferments both civil 
and ecclefiaftical. It feems to have been 
all along his defign to take upon him Holy 
Orders : he is ftyled Clericus in all the* 
above-mentioned Patents, I find ' him call- 
ed fo as early as the year 1352. He had as 
yet only the Clerical Tonfure, or fome of 
the lower Orders. The firft Ecclefiaftical 
Preferment which was conferred upon him, 
was the Reftory of Pulham in Norfolk by 
the King's prefentation : Mt is dated the 
30th of November, 1357. He met with 
fome difficulties with regard to this prefer- 
ment, from the court of Rome^ where- 

** locutio in Anglicana lingua, quae cafibus raro difcrl- 
<^ minatqr, tarn ambigua eft, ut incertum iit, utrum is 
*' arcem, an arx eum efFeciflet, Hoc regi a calumniato- 
^< ribus quibufdam in ejus invidiam ita delatum eft, i)t 
*' quail Wickamus omnem extru£ti sedificii laudem fibi 
<* arroganter vindicarit. Quod cum rex iniquo animo 
** tulifTet, eique probrofe objeciffet : non fibi tam ipag- 
" nificae r^giaequc ftrufturae laudes, fed ftrufturae fuas 
*' dignitates commoditatefque, adfcripfifle dixit. Nee 
** ego, inquit, banc arcem, fed hacc arx me efFccit, 
*' & ab ima condltione ad regis gratiam, opes, atque 
** dignitates evexit. Cum hoc refponfo adverfariorum 
** calumniam vitaffet, opibus & potentia crevit ipdies/* 
Antiq. Brit. Eccles. 

» Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 252. 

,» |lot.Pat,3i. Ed. 3. Tanner, 

fore 
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fcrc he ' received from the King on the 
i6th of April, 1359, a grant of two hun- 
dred pounds a year, over and above his for-- 
mer appointments, until he fhould get 
■ quiet poffeffion of the Church of Pulham, 
orfome other benefice to the vakie of one 
hundred marks. This difpute, whatever 
it was, was not fettled till two years after- 
ward; when ^ on the loth of July, 1361, 
k had from the King a new prefentation 
to Pulham. On nhe j ft of March, 1358-9, 
he was prefented by the King to the Pre- 
bend of Flixton in the Church of Lich- 
field : this ^ he exchanged for fome other 
henefice with John de Waltham, in No- 
vember, 1 36 1. On Uhe loth of July, .13 59, 
he was conftituted chief Warden and Sur- 
veyor of the King's Caftles of Windfor, 
Ledes, Dover, and Hadlam ; and of the 
Manors of Old and New Windfor, Wiche-^ 
mer, and feveral other Caftles, Manors, 
and Houfes, and of the Parks belonging 
to them : with power to appoint all work- 
men, to provide materials, and to order 

^ lot, Pat. 33. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

* Rot. Pat. 35. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
' Rot. Pat. 33. Ed, 3. Tanner. 

* Willis^ Survey of Cathedrals. 

' Rot, Pat. 33. Ed. 3, Tanner, and A/hmole> ibid. 

C 4 every 
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every thing with rpg^rd to building and 
repairs; and in thofe Manors to holdleets, 
and other courts, pl^as of trefpafs, and 
mifdemeanors, and to enquire of the King's 
liberties and rights. The King feems at 
this tinie to have been very intent upon 
carrying on his builrfings at Windfoi' -, for 
\ve find that * next year workmen were im« 
preft in |l.ondon, aijd out of* feveral Coun- 
ties, by writs directed to the Sheriffs, who 
were to take fecurity of them, that they 
fliould not leave Windfor without licence 
from Wykeham. 
^ On ^ the 5th of May, 1360, he had the 
King's grant of the Deanry of the Royal 
Free Chapel, or Collegiate Church, of St; 
Martin Le Grand, London, He 'exchanged 
this Deanry for the Prebend of Iwerne- 
minftre m the Diocefe of Sarum on the 
3 d of 06lober, 1 3 6 j • Yet as he is ftyled * 
the year after Dean of St. Martin's, we 
muft conclude, that he was prefented to it 
again the fecond time ; and as he was * 
admitted again to the prebend of Iwerne 

* Afhmole, ibid. 

5 Rot. Pat. 34. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

» Regift. Edyngdon. part ift. fol. to6. 

* Regift. Edyngdon. part 2d, in Ordinationibus. 
3 Regift. Metford. fol. 297. 

in 
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in the manaftery of Shaftlbury, (<he feme 
J fappofc with the former) by prefentation 
from the King in the vacancy of the Ab- 
bacy, (July 2x1, 1362) he probably had ex- 
changed it before for fbme other benefice. 
He held the Deanry of St. Martin's about 
three years: ^during which time he ge-? 
neroufly .rebuilt, ^ in a very handfome 
manner, and at a very great expence, the * 
cloiiier of the Chapter-houfe, and the body 
of the Church. 

Wykehani ^ attended upon the King in 
the month of Oftober, 1360, at Calais, 
when the Treaty of Bretigny was folemnly 
ratified, and confirmed by the reciprocal 
oaths of the Kings of England and France 
in perfon. In what character or office hq 
waited on the King there, I cannot fay : 
but he affifted at this ceremony as a wit- 
nefs, and, as it feems, in quality of Public 
Notary. 

To proceed with the lift of hi§ Ecclefi- 
aftical Preferments : he received from the 

* Newcourt's Repertorium, Vol. i. p. 424, & 427. 

5 Newcourt, ibid. 8c Rot. Pat. pro reaedificatione 
I capellae, &c. per WiUielmum Wykeham, tunc decanum, 

i &c. quoted by Bp. Tanner, Notit. Mopaft. p. 297. 

I ^ '* Clauftrum domus capituli, & corpus ecclefiae." 

i MS. Coll. Wint. 

i 7 Rymer Foedera, Vol. 6, p, 234. 

' King 
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King grants of the following Dignities, 
which I fet down in the order of time, 
with the date of each prefentation. A * 
Prebend in the Church of Hereford, July 
1 2th, 1 3 6 1 . A ' Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Abergwilly, July i6th; and 
the fame day, a * Prebend in the Collegiate 
Church of Ll^ndewy Breys, both in St. 
David's Diocefe. A * Prebend in the Col- 
legiate Church of Bromyard, Hereford 
Diocefe, July 24th : this ^ he quitted in 
06loher following, -The * Prebend of 
Oxgate in the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul London, 06lober ift. A ^ Prebend 
in the Monaftery of Wherwell Winton 
Diocefe, December 20. All thefe in the fame 
year : in which likewife by prefentation 
from other hands he was admitted to the 
following Dignities. The ^ Prebend of 
Yatmenfter Overbury in the Church of Sa^ 
lilbury, Auguft i6th: The ^Prebend of 

« Rot. Pat. 35. Ed, 3, Tanner, 

9 Ibid. 

» Ibid, 

» Ibid- 

5 Newcourt's Rcpertorium, Vol. 2. p. 6y^ 

♦ Rot. Pat. 35. Ed, 3. Tanner. 
5 Ibid. 

* Regift. Metford, foL 277. 
7 Ibid, fol. 283. 

For- 
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Fordington and Wriglington in the fame, 
by exchange of the former, Oftober 9th : 
the' Prebend of Bedminfter and RatclifFin 
the fame, Oftober 15th : the 'Prebend of 
Totenhall in the Church of St, Paul Lon- 
don, December loth; which he refigncd 
a few days after, and was again prefented 
to \t by the King in April following. He 
' was Canon of Lincoln in June, 1362 : it 
* was the Prebend of Sutton which he held 
in that Church. He ' had the Reftories 
of Afwardby, Wodeland, and Gofberkirk, 
Lincoln Diocefe : the later of which he * 
exchanged for the Prebend of Langtoft in 
the Cathedral Church of York, this fame 
year : which he alfo quitted the next year 
for the Prebend of Laghton in the fame 
Church. The * King gave him moreover, a 
Prebend in the Collegiate Church ofHafl- 
ings, Chichefter Diocefe, February 17th, 
1362-3 ; a Prebend in St. Stephen's Cha- 
pel Weftminfter, April 2 1 ft, 13633 the 

» Ibid. 

' Newcourt'$ Repertorium, Vol. i. p. 214. 

* Rymer Foedera, Vol. 6. p. 372. 

* Regift. Langham, fol. 12. 

^ Dr. Richardfon on Godwin, from Regift. GinwcH. 

* Bp. Tanner ex Regift. Ecclefiae Ebor. 

* Rot. Pat. 37. Ed. 3. Tanner. 

Arch- 
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Arch-Deaconry of Northampton, April 
26th i the Arcb-Deaconry of Lincoln, May 
23d 5 on ^ accepting which he refigned the 
former ; and the Prepofiture of Welk with 
the Prebend annexed, December 1 5th, the 
fame year. 

Some of the foregoing Dignities he was 
poffeffed of before he was in Holy Orders. 
He ^ was admitted to the inferior Order of 
Accolite on the 5th of December, 1361 ; 
to the Order of Subdeacon, a fuperior and 
Holy Order in the Church of Rome's ac- 
count, on the 1 2th of March following; 
both by Edyngdon Bifhop of Winchefter 
in his Chapel at Southwark: and was 
there likewife ordained Prieft by the fa.m^> 
^ June the i2tb, 1362. It does not appear 
when or by whom he was ordained Deacon. 

His advancement in the State Hill kept 
pace with his preferment in the Church. 
In^ June, 1363, he was Warden and JaH- 
ticiary of the King's Forefts on this fide 

* Le Neve's Fafti. ex Regift, Bokynghana. 

7 Regift. Edyngdon, part 2d. in Qrdinationibus. 

^ Kennet*9 Parochial Antiquities, pag- 497. He is 
caird late Warden, &c, in Rot. Pat, 42 £d. 3. Tanner. 
Which Patent contains a Releafe and acquittance from 
the King of all debts aijd demands on account of that 

office. Index Rot. Pat. Biblioth. Cotton. Titus c. 2 

• 

Trent. 
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Trent. On ' the 14th of March follow- 
ing, the King granted him an afiigtlment 
of twenty fhillings a day out of the Ex- 
diequer. He ' was made Keeper of the 
Privy Seal on the nth of May, 1^64,. 
And * within two years after he was made 
Secretary to the King. In May, '1365, he 
was commiflioned by the King to treat of 
the ranfbm of the King of Scotland, and 
the prolonging of the truce with the 
Scots^ together with the Chancellor, Trea- 
furer, and the Earl of Arundel. Not long 
after this, he is ca]Ied * Chief of the Privy 
Council* and Governor of the Great Coun- 
cil ; which term$ however, I fuppofe, are 
not titles of office, but exprefs the great 
influence and authority which he had iii 
tlKife afiemblies. 

There are feveral other preferments both 
Ecckfiaftical and Civil, which he is fakl 

» Rot. Pat, 38. Ed. 3. Tanner. 
« Ibid. 

* Rot. l^tv 410. Ed. 3- Tanner. The Pope dircfts 
to him by the title of Secretary to the King of England 
as early as June 1364. Rymer. Foedera, Vol, 6. pag. 

443. 
' Rymer Fcedera, Vol. 6. pag. 464. 

* '* Cipitalis recFctl Coiiciliu ac Gubemitor Magni 
** Concilii." Rymer Fcedera, Vol. 7. p. 164* . 

to 
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to have held 5 but I do not mention therri^ 
becaufe the authorities produced for thein 
are fuch, as I cannot intirely depend upon. 
And as to his Ecclefiaftical Benefices al- 
ready mentioned, thepradlice of exchang-' 
ing them was then fo common, that 'tis 
hard to determine precifely, which of them 
he held all together at any one time^ 
However, we have a very exa£l account of 
this matter as it ftood in the year 1366, 
when the fum of his Church preferments 
was at the higheft, given by Wykeham 
himfelf on occafion of Urban the Fifth*s ^ 
BuUe againft Pluralities : the ^ pradlice of 
which prevailed greatly in the Church at 
this time; fo that there were fome in Eng- 
land, who, by the Pope's authority, poflefled 
at once twenty Ecclefiaftical Benefices and 
Dignities, with difpenfation moreover for 
holding as many more, as they could law- 
fully procure, without limitation of num- 
ber. This BuUe was publiflied in May, 
1365 5 and orders all ecclefiaftical perfons 
whatfoever pofleffed of more benefices than 
one, either with or without cure, to de- 

« See the BuUe itfelf in Wilkins. Concil. Mag. Brit. 
Vol. 3. pag. 62. 

^ Parker. Antiq, Britao EccL ad an. 1367. 

liver 
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liver to the Ordinary of the place where 
they commonly refide, a diftinft and par- 
ticular account of fuch their benefices, with 
the fam which each is taxed at in the King's 
books, to be tranfmitted to the Metropoli- 
tan, and by hiiil to the Pope. The Cer- 
tificate of the Bifliop of London, made to 
the Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury, of the ac- 
count exhibited to him by William of 
Wykeham of his benefices, is as follows. 

^ " In the fame year and month [Ofto- 
** ber, 1366.] Sir William of Wykeham 
" Clerk, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and 
" ' Secretary of our Lord the lUuftrious 
" King of England, and Keeper .of his 
" Privy Seal, by reafon of his faid ofl[ice 
" refiding and commonly dwelling in the 
** City and Diocefe of London, intimated 
. *' and in writing exhibited to Us Simon 
" Bifhop of London, clearly, particularly, 
" and diftiiiftly, as he affirmed, that he 
" holdeth the Archdeaconry of Lincoln, 
** having no ecclefiaftical benefice nor manfe 
" annexed unto the fame, which is reput- 
" ed to be a dignity in the Church of Lin- 

' Ex Regiftro Langham. fol. 12. 
• A word is here omitted iQ the original : ^tis fup- 
plied by coDJeAure. 

" coin, 
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** coin, and is a benefice with cure, and 

" incompatible with another cure -, not 

" taxed ; the true and common annual va- 

*' lue of the fame, if the Archdeacon vifi- 

" teth all the churches of his Archdea* 

** conry, and receiveth the whole procu- 

*' rations every where in ready money, ex-p 

" tendeth to three hundred and fifty pounds 

*' fteriing. Item, the Carionry and Pre- 

" bend of Sutton in the faid Church of 

" Lincoln ; it is a Benefice without cure, 

" and compatible with a benefice with cure : 

*' the tax of the fame is two hundred and 

** fixty marks fteriing. Item, the Canonry 

" and Prebend of Laghton in the Church 

*' of York ; it is a benefice without cure, 

" and compatible with a cure, and is fo 

" held and reputed : the tax of the fame 

" is one hundred and ten marks fteriing. 

" Item, the Canonry and Prebend of Bon- 

" ham in the Collegiate Church of Suthr 

" well, York Diocefe ; it is a benefice with- 

** out cure, and compatible with a cure .: 

" the tax of the fame fifty five marks fter- 

" ling. Item, the Canonry and Prebend 

" of the Altar of St. Mary in the CoUe- 

" giate Church of Beverly, York Diocefe 5 

" it is a benefice without cure^ and com- 

" patible 
5 
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'' patible .with a cUre: the tax of the famer 
" fi)tteeti pounds fterling. Item, the Ca- 
" nonry and Prebend of Totenhale in the 
" Church of London ; a benefice likewife 
*» without cure, and compatible with a cure : 
" the tax of the fame fixteen marks fter- 
" ling. Item, the Canonry and Prebend 
" of Fordyngton in the Church of Sarum ; 
*^ a beriefice alfb without cure, and com- 
«* patible with a cure : the tax of the fame 
" twenty* five marks fterling. Item, the 
" Canonry and Prebend of Wcrwell in 
«^ the Monaftery of the nuns of Werwell, 
« Wynton Diocefe } it is a benifice with- 
«« out cure, and compatible with a cure : 
«« the tax of the fame fixty marks- Item, 
" the Canonry and Prebend of Iwerne in 
" the Monaftery of the nuns, of Shafton, 
" Sarum Diocefe ; a benefice likewife with- 
** out cure, and compatible with a cure, 
" and (6 held and reputed : the tax of the 
*< fame thirty marks fterling. Item, the 
*« Canonry and Prebend of Swerdes in 
«* the Church of Dublin in Ireland ; it is 
" a benefice without cure, and compati- 
*' ble with a cure : the tax of the farpe 
" ninety marks fterling. Item, the Pre- 
" pofiture of Wells with a Prebend in the 
D '' Church 
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" Church of Wells annexed to the fame z 
*' the aforefaid Prepofiture is a fimple of- 
«* fice, and without cure, and compatible 
" with another benefice with cure, and fo 
** it is held and reputed : the tax of the 
•* Prepofiture with the Prebend annexed to 
" it fixty, eight marks fterling 5 and out o£ 
" the fruits and produce of the faid Pre- 
^« pofiture are paid to fourteen Canons for 
*« their Prebends, and to the Vicgrs and 
«« other minifters of that Church, yearly 
•« one hundred and feventy five marks fter- 
*« ling* Item, the aforefaid Sir William 
" of Wykeham did hold at the time of the ' 
*' date of the aforefaid monition, by col- 
*^ lation of our Lord the illuftrious King 
<* of England, the canonry and Prebend 
** of Alnethle in the aforefaid our Lord 
«^ the King's free Chapel of Bruggenorth, 
** Coventry and Litchfield Diocefe ; it is a 
** benefice without cure, and compatible 
** with a cure ; and the fame, being of the 
** King*s patronage, he hath wholly refign- 
^* ed and fimply quitted in form of law, as 
^* well really as verbally : and that the tax 
" of the fame, the Epifcopal regifters, as 
" well as thofe of our Lord, the King and 
•^ thofe of our Lord the Pope s Nuncio in 

England^ 
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" England, having been fearched, and all 

" requifite diligence by him ufed in the 

^ fame^ could not be made appear, noi' 

" doth appear ; wherefore the true and com- 

" mon value of the faid Prebend he hath 

« exhibited unto Us Simon Bifhop of Lon- 

« don aforefaid, that it cxtendeth annual- 

« ly to twenty three pounds fix fhillings 

" and eight pence fterling. Item, the faid 

*< Sir William did hold, by virtue of Apof- 

« tolical Difpenfation unto him in this be- 

« half fufficiently made and granted, at 

« the time of the date of the monition a- 

" forefaid and fince, the Parifh Church of 

«* Manyhynet, Exon Diocefe, at that time 

<* of Lay patronage : it is a benefice with 

** cure,, not compatible with another cure i 

«* but the iame Church he hath wholly 

<* rcfigned and fimply quitted in form of 

** law, as well really as verbally : the 

«* tax of the iame eight pounds fterling. 

«« Item, he did obtain a Refcript or Bulle 

«* Apoftolical in the time of our Lord Pope 

«* Innocent the fixth ' of happy memory, 

"direded to the Bifhop Ekct of St. 

" David's, to examine the faid William 

* In the Original, Innocent the Fi/ih, by miftake. 

D 2 '' per* 
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*^ perfonally, and if he fhould be found 
*« duly qualified^ to grant unto him by 
*« provifion the Ganonry and Prebend of 
^^ the Church of St. Andrew of Aukelond, 
*^ Durham Diocefe, which formerly Thomas 
•' de Brydekylt, alias de Karlelis, held in 
" the faid Church during his life : but by 
" virtue of the fame he neither hath fmce 
*' had collation, nor the faid Canonry and 
" Prebend hath he polTeffion of, nor hath 
" in any wife had, nor intendeth to have 
•* for the future, nor in any manner to make 
" ufe of the faid Refcript or Bulle ApoC- 
*^ tolical : the tax or value is not known." 

By this inftrument it appears, that the 
yearly value, partly taxed and party real, 
of the benefices which Wykeham had for 
fome few years held all together, was 
873I. 6s, 8d. and of thofe which he ftill re- 
mained in poffeflion of, and continued to 
hold till he became Biftiop of Winchefter, 
was 842I. 

It is needlefs to obferve, in what a high 
degree of favour Wykeham flood with the 
King, after having given fo many fubftantial 
proofs of it. But the teftimony of Froiflart, 
a contemporary hiftorian, perfonally ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the Englifh 

Court, 
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Court, and at ' this very time refiding there, 
and employed in the fervice of both the 
King and Queen, is too remarkable to be 
omitted. " At ' this time, fays he, reigned 
" a Prieft called William of Wykeham. 
" This William of Wykeham was fo much 
" in favour with the King of England, 
" that every thjng was done by him, and 
*' nothing was done without him/' The 
King had raifed him to fome of the high- 
eft offices in the State, and intended to car- 
ry hiip jftill higher : it w^s in a manner 
neceff^ry that his ftation in the Church 
Ihould be proportionable. The King 
might eafily have procured him a Bifhop- 
rick before this time : but as Biftiopricks 
were not abfolutely in his difpofal, nor 
tranflations from one Bifhoprick to an-r 
other become the common fteps of ad^ 
yancement in the Church, he feems to have 
referved Wykeliam for the Biflioprick of 
Winchefter, which in point of honour and 
revenue would be a proper ftation for his 
favourite minifter, and which in the courfe 
of nature muft fliortly become vacant. 

• Se? FroifTart, Vol. 4. Chap. 61. & 1 19. 
« FroifTart, Vol. i. Chap. 249. Edjt. P^s* 1574* 
fie Q2SIS him W. de Wicaa. 

P 3 f?? 
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He probably had it in his power to place 
him in the See of Canterbury, which be- 
came vacant about half a year before that 
of Winchefter : but * Edyngdon^was now 
declining apace, and Wykeham perhaps 
was defirous of being fettled in his native 
country J that this, rather than any other, 
might be the neareft and moft immediate 
obje6l of his care and beneficence. In the 
mean time the King conferred upon hini 
as many Ecdefiaftical preferments, of a 
lower degree, as he could legally be pof- 
fefled of, as marks of royal favour, and 
fupports of his ftate and dignity, while this 
great expeftative v^as depending, 

» See Wharton, Ang- Sacr. Vol i. pag. 317. 
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SECTION 11. 

From the time of bis being made Bijhop of 
Winchefter to the laji year of Edward the 
"Third. 

WILLIAM de Edyngdon Biftiop of 
Winchefter died ' on the eighth of 
Odober, 1366. Upon the King's * ear- 
neft recommendation, Wykeham was im- 
mediately and unanimoufly ele6ted by the 
Prior and Convent to fucceed him. The ^ 

' Wharton, Ang. Sacr. VoL I. pag. 317. 
* Ibid. & pag. 47. & Godwin.. 
3 Dr. Richardfon's Note on Godwin, from Rot. Pat. 
41. (it ought to be 40.) Ed. 3. 

P. 4 conge 
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conge d'elire is dated 0<5lober the 13th* 
The King approved the eleftion on the 
24th of the fame month. The Pope * con- 
flitutes him Adminiftrator of the Spiritu-r 
alties and Temporalties of the vacant See, 
by his Bulk dated December the nth of 
the fame year : and he was ^ admitted to the 
adminiftration of t|ie Spiritualties by the 
Archbifliop of Canterbury, February the 
22d following. By his ^ Bulle of July the 
14th, 1367, the Pope gives him leave to be 
confecrated, referring in it to the Bulle of 
JProvifion of the , fame date, by which he 
confers on him the Biflipprick. , He was ^ 
confecrated in St. Paul's London, on the 
loth qf Oflober, 1367, by the Archbifhop 

4- See Appendix, N° V. 

5 Wharton, Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. p. 317J 

^ Regift. Wykeham, Part L fol. 4. ** Cum nos pri- 
*^ dem Wyntoq. Ecclefiae — auftoritate Apoftolica dux- 
" erimus providendum praeficiendo te illi in Epifcopum, 
" prout in noftris inde confe6lis Titeris plenius conti- 
** netiir.-^The word pridem relates only to the Pope's 
Provifional Intention : for it appears from the geperal 
Title of Wykeham*s Regifter, that the Bulle of Pro- 
vifion was dated the fame day, July 14th, 1367." Re- 
f* giftrum Wilhelmjde Wykeham cui de Epifcopat. 
*' Wynt. per felicis ' recordations Urbanum div. pro.. 
" Papam Vtum per viam refervationis fuit provifum 
^' fub data Viterbii fecundo Idus Julij Pont, fui anno 
t' Vtp." 

I Regift. Wykeham, General Title; and Beginning. 
^ "' ■ of 
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of Canterbury, affifted by the Bifhops of 
London and Sfdifbury. The fame day * 
the Archbifhop celebrated the Feaft of 
Confecration with great magnificence at 
his palace of Lambeth. Two days ^ afr 
ter Wykeham received from the King the 
grant of the Temporalties of the Bifhop- 
rick. Thus was it a whole year from the 
time of the vacancy, and even from the 
time of his election, before he could get 
into fiill pofleffipn of his new dignity. 

The delay, which this affair met with, 
has been taken notice of by many " au- 
thors; fome of whom have affigned no 
leafon for it; others, chiefly the later 
v/riters, have given a falfe one. Some fay, 
that the King was very unwilling to pro- 
mote, to fo high a ftation in the Church, 
a perfpn who was fo very deficient in point 
of Learning : this is not at all probable j 
Wykeham was recommended by the King, 
the eledtion was made, and was approved 

■ Steph- Birchington apud Wharton Ang. Sacr. Vol. 
I. pag. 47- 

9 Rymer. Foed. Vol. VI. pag. 574. 

« See Wharton Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. pag. 47, & 317. 
Anonym, publiftied by Hearn in Vol. H. of Walt. He- 
mingford. Ant. Wood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. Part II. 
pag. 127; Parker, Truflell, ^c. 
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by him, all within fixteen days after the 
vacancy happened j with as much difpatch, 
as was poflible in an affair of this nature. 
Others pretend, that the Pope made the 
lanje objeftion : the contrary to this ap- 
pears from the words of the Bulk above- 
mentioned, dated December the i ith, 1366, 
in which the Pope fpeaks of Wykeham, as * 
•* recommended to him, by the teftimony 
*' of many perfons worthy of credit, for 
" his knowledge of Letters, his probity of 
** life and manners, and his prudence and , 
** circumfpe6lion in affairs both fpiritual 
** and temporal." Which teftimony of his 
Learning is the more to be infifted upon, 
as it appears, on examining all the BuUes of 
this kind that occur in Rymer's Collection 
of public Records through this Century, 
that this part of the BuUe, in which the 
chara6lcr of the perfon preferred is given, 
for the moft part runs in more general 
terms, and has more frequently than other- 
wife no mention of Learning at all.. The 
Pope was fo far from making the objec- 
tion, that he feems fully perfuaded, that 
there was really no room for it : for, we 

» Sec Appendix, N*^V, 

may 
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may be jure, the Court of Rome had more 
addre&, than to go out of its way, and de- 
part from a common form, to compliment 
apcrfon for the very quality, in which he 
%as notprioufiy deficient. 

But the true ftate of the cafe, and the 
reafon of this delay on the fide of the Pope, 
fccms to be this. Since the time of Henry 
the Aird, the Kings and Parliaments of 
England had refolutely oppofed the ufur- 
pations of the See of Rome^ one confidera- 
ble article of which among many was the 
Pope's afiuming to himfelf the dilpofal of 
all Church Preferments by way of Provi- 
fion and Refervation. The pretence was, 
that the Holy Father, out of his great care 
for the welfare of the Church in general, 
and that of fuch a Diocefe fuppofe in 
particular, had provided for it beforehand 
a proper and ufefiil perfon to prefide over 
it, left in cafe of a vacancy it might fuffer 
detriment, by being long deftitute of a 
• Paftor i for which reafon, out of the pleni- 
tude of his authority, he referred to him- 
felf for this turn the difpofal of the faid 
Bilhoprick, decreeing from that time for- 
ward all interpofition, or attempts to the 
pntrary, of all perfons whatfoever, null 

and 
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and void. The moft effefhial method oi 
putting an end to thefe encroachments on 
the rights of the King, Chapters, and Pa- 
|:rons, feenied to have been taken under 
Edward the third, by the Statutes ' qf 
ProviforS and Premunire: yet the Pope 
ftill continued his pretenfions, ^nd his PrOf 
yiiions in reality took place; only the per- 
£oti fo preferred, was obliged to * renounce 
in form all manner of right to the Tem- 
poralties, which might be derived to him 
from the Bulle of Provifion, and all words 
contained in it prejudicial to the rights of 
the Crown. This was the occafion of 
perpetual dilputes between the King and 
the Pope, and of the delay in the prefent 
cafe. Wykeham was probably a perfon 
very agreeable to the Pope, who had feve- 
ral ^ times made ufe of his intereft with 
the King : and we fee, that at this very time 
he made no difficulty of granting to him, 

3 Stat, of the 25th, ityth, and 38th years of Ed. 3. 

♦ See Rymer's Fcedera, Vol. VI. pag 597. Wilkins. 
ConcU. Mag. Brit. Vol. II. pag. 266. This is the reafon 
why the Bulle of Provifion is not entered in Wykeham's 
Regifter. 

* There are three Recommendatory Letters of Ur- 
ban the V. to Wykeham in Rymer's Foedera : one in 
July, 1363, another in June, 1364, the third in Jan. 
l3^6-7> while this affair \yas depending. 

^5 
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a$ to die ^ prefumptive Succeflbr, the Ad- 
miniftration of the vacant See^ The point 
in queftion was not, whether Wyfceham 
fhould have the Bifhoprick of Winchcfter 
or not } but by what title, and by whom 
it fhould be conferred on him- The Pope's 
right of Provifidn was not to be dropt in 
the difpofai of fo great a preferment, and 
when he had an opportunity by it of iiiak^ 
ing a merit with the firft Minifter of the 
greateft Prince in Europe. The King de- 
fended the right of Ele^ion: the Pope 
pretended, that EleiSlion in this cafe gave 
no right to the Bifhoprick, and would have 
it acknowledged as a favour from himfelf. 
The King had fo great a regard for Wyke- 
ham, that he condefcended at lafl: to form 
an interefl with the Pope, to induce him 
to recede a little from his pretenfions. He 
^ wrote to the Duke of Bourbon, one of 
his hoflages for the King of France, to 
whom he had granted leave of abfence^ 
about a year before, and had lately pro- 
k)nged it at the Pope's requefl, defiring him 
to prevail with the Pope to confirm Wyke- 
ham's Election. The Duke went to Avig- 

« Froiffart, Vol, I. Chap. 249. 

^ Rymcr's Foedera, Vol. VI. pag 48^, and 510. 

non. 
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non, where the Pope then refidcd, and fbl^ 
licited the affair in perfon. He was glad 
of this opportunity of laying the King and 
his Minifter under an obligation to him. 
And 'tis probable, that in confideration of 
this fervice the King the more readily grant- 
ed him his liberty the year following, oa 
his paying * 40000 Crowns for his ranibm. 
The Pope was as well pleafed to receive a 
petition from the King of England ; 'twas 
the very thing he propofed to himfelf by 
all this delay. He fo far complied with 
it, as to end the difpute without determin- 
ing the merits of the caufe ; according to 
the .general maxim of the Court of Rome, 
never to give up its prietenfions in any cafe 
whatfoever J but rather to yield to the de- 
fire of an opponent too powerful to be re- 
fitted, as out of m?re grace and favour, 
without admitting his claim. However, 
in the prefent cafe it feems to have been 
agreed, that each party Ihould infomemea- 
fure allow the pretenfions of the other. 
Accordingly, the Pope's Bulk of July the 

* Rymcr's Foedera, Vol; VI. pag. 585. Not i2q«o,. 
as Rapin fays ; nor 20000 Francs, as Froiffart. He paid 
loooo Crowns, Jan. 28th, 1367-8, and engaged to pay 
30000 more at three equal payments within the year. 

14th, 
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14th, 1367, before mentioned, in which 
he refers to the BuUe of Provifion, is ne- 
verthelefe dkefted to William Bifhop E- 
left of Winchefter ; and on the other handy 
the King in his Letters Patent of the 12th 
of OftoUer, 1367, by which he grants him 
the Temporalties of the Bifhoprick, ac- 
knowledges him Bifhop of Winchefter by 
the Pope's Provifion, without mentioning 
his Ele6tion. ^ He was Inthroned in the 

Ca- 

* Re^iftr. Wykeham, pt. 3d, a. fol. T. 

The right of Inthroning all the Suffragan Bifliops 
of the Province is by ancient cuftom the peculiar privi • 
fege of the Archdeacon of Canterbury. It may not 
perhaps be difpleafing to the reader to be infoitned of 
feme parts of the Ceremony formerly ufed, with the 
particulars of the Archdeacon's Fees, upon this occa- 
fion. * The Bifhop was received by the Archdeacon 
at his Entrance into the City, where he alighted from 
his Palfrey ; and the Archdeacon immediately had the 
Palfrey, with the Saddle and all the Furnitnre ; and 
farther, if the Bilhop's Groom would deliver to him the 
cover of the faddle, the girt, and headftall, the Arch- 
deacon was to reward him with the gift of two fliil- 
Bags, or more, as in his bounty he Ihould think pro- 
per. TTie Biftiop undrefled himfelf in fome church 
or hou(e near to the Cathedral ; upon which the Arch- 
deacon's fervant feized his Riding-coat, Gloves, Hat, 
and fioots, for his matter. From thence the Archdeacon 
conduced him to the Cathedral Church robed in his pon- 
tificalSy and placed him in his throne. He had an allowance 
of hay and provender for fifteen horfcs, as long as he con- 

♦ Harpsfield, Hift. Ecd. Ang. Saeculum XIII. cap. lo. Somner's 
Aati^uit^ of Canteibury, Pt. a^. p. 14^3. 

4 tlnued 
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Cathedral Church of Winchefter by Wil- 
liam dei Alkeby, Archdeacon of Northamp- 
ton, by CommifTion from the Cardinal 
Archdeacon of Canterbury's Procurator 
General, on the 9th of July, 1368- who' 
acknowledges him to be Bifhop of Win- 
chefter by Eleftion, Confirmation, aind 
Confecration, \vithout any mention at all 
of the Pope*s Provifion. 

As foon as the difpute between the King 
and the Pope, which was in efFe6l no 

tinued ia attendance upon this office, meat and drink 
for three days, and every night four gallons of wine at 
his fupper ; two great torches of wax during his whole 
flay ; and every night two leffer torches, and two do- 
zen of wax candles. On the day of Inthronization, 
the Bifhop's table being at the upper end of the hdl, 
a table on the right fide of the hall was furniftied for 
the Archdeacon and the company whom he ftiould 
pleafe to invite : the Biftiop drank to him out of a Cup 
of filver or filver gilt ; and the Cup belonged to the 
Archdeacon. He had befides ten marks fterling iii 
money for the expences of his Journey. The Biihop's 
Bed alfo ufed anciently to be demanded and allowed, 
as the fee of the Archdeacon's Chamberlain : but this 
feems very early to have grown out of ufe. And the 
reft of thefe cuftoms began by degrees to be laid afide 
and to become obfolete, when the Biftiops began to be 
inthroned by proxy, and the Archdeacons left off af- 
lifting at the celebration of this folemnity in perfori, 
and at laft eftablifhed the praftice of performing their 
office by deputation ; fo that, I fuppofe, the pecuniarj' ' 
part of the Fee, or fome equivalent for the whole in 
that (hape, is all that at prefent remains to them. 

. V Other 
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other than a contention which of than 
ihould be the author of Wykeham's pro- 
motion; was accommodated ; being now 
qaalified, by his advancement in the Ghurch^ 
to receive the higheft dignity in the State^ 
he was conftituted Chancellor of England. 
He was -even poflefled of this great office 
while he was only Bifliop Eleft ; for he 
was * confirmed in it on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1367. We need not be furprifed 
to find, that the Parliament of the next 
year was * opened by Langham, Arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury^ though Wykeham 
was then Chancellor : for the * part of 
addrefling the Parliament by the King's 
command, or of Speaker of the Houfe of 
Lords, was not yet by cuftom appropriated 
to the office of Chancellor; 

' Dagdale*s Chronica Series of Chancellors, &c. 
from Chart. 41. Ed. HI. that is, 1:^67. He refers it to 
the year 1368, by a miftake which runs through the 
vhote reign of Ed. III. in liis Series; All other Au- 
thors» who mention Wykeham's prpmotion, fpeak of . 
him as beiifg made Chancellor and Bx(hop of Winchcf-. - 
ter both about the fame time. PhUlpot's Catalogue of 
Chancellors, p. 42. Spelnian's Gloffary in V. Caa^ 
cellarius. Wh^rton^ Ang. Sacr. Vol. I. p« 47 and 3^1. 
Frdflart, Vol. I. chap, 249. 

* Rot- Pari. 42. Ed. UI. 

3 See Cotton's Abridg. of Pari. RolU. 
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Confldering the infinite multiplicify of^ 
affairs, which Wykeham bad tranfad:eci 
for the King, in the feveral employroents- 
with which he had been entrufted, it was^ 
iqipoflible for the moft upi^ight or pru- 
dent man to have afted in every particu- 
lar with fo much exa6lne(s and caution>, 
as to guard agiinfl; the envy and malice oF 
thofe enemies^ which high ftation in a court 
is fui'e to create. As therefore he had now 
quitted fome of thofe .employ meuts> no 
more to be engaged in them, and was to- 
aft fr6m henceforth in a new fpberc, he 
thought it proper to. fecure himfelf with 
regard to the paft, by obtaining a full ae- 
quitance and difcharge from the King. This^ 
the King granted him in the fullefl: and am- 
pleft manner, by his ^ letters patent, dated 
May the 22d, i368. 

A Par- 

♦ ** Rex omnibus, &c, Scktis qued nos oofifide^ 
'* rantes grata & utilia obfcquia nobis per Venerabileia 
**. Patrcm W. de Wykeham Eptfe. Wint. a diu impcn** 
** fe> & magnum locum qnem nobis in nc^ris agen- 
■**dis direrfimode tenuit St indies teatit, gva»ines dc 
•" fumptuofoff labores fubeundo, ae vofentcs prdcide 
<* ipfius tranquillitati & quieti prout coovenit piToinlde- 
** re, de gratia noftra fpeciali & certa fckntia paipdona** 
*' vimus eidem Epifc. omnimoda ddbita apprefl»3r com- 
^ QOta. ex Quibus nobis, caufa quprumcuoque denario- 
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A Parliament was fummoned to be held 
W Weftminfter, May 27th, 1369. The 
King, Lords^ and Commons being aflem- 
bled in the Painted Chamber, the Bifhpp 
of Winchefter, Lord Chancellor, declared 
the caufe of their meeting in the following 
manner *• 

" Sirs, the K.ingj in all occafions of 
" importance which concerned himfelf or 
^' his kingdom, hath always a6led by the 
"counfell and advice of his Lords and 
" Commons, which he hath ever found to 
**be good and loyal, and for which he 
" moft heartily thanketh them. It is very 
" well known to you all, that our Lord 
" the King feme time ago, with regard to 
" the claim and right which he hath iii 
" the Kingdom of France, by the advice . 
" of his Lords and Commons^ concluded 
"a peace with his adverfary of France 
**upori certain conditions: namely. That 
" his laid adverfary Ihould furrender to 

** rum,'* Bed, fle gives him full acquittance of dll dc* 

taands of ilu>ney, jewels, &c. received or delircrcd 
before he was bifhop, and CitKt ; releafes him, his heirs^ 
^nd executors, from all a£lions real, perfonal, and 
inixt, &c. in the fuUeft tetms. Rot. Pat. 42. £d. III. 
p. I. m. 5. MS. Rymer, Vok XI. N* 40. 
5 Rot. Pari. 43. Ed. IIL 

E a '' him 
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** hitti certain lands and countries beyond 
" the feas, and fhould alfo pay to him 
" certain fums of money, within a time 
" limited by the treaty ; and likewife, that 
•^ in confideration of his renouncing all 
" jurifdiftion and fovereignty in Gafcony, 
" and all other countries belonging to the 
^' King beyond the feas, our Lord the; 
" King, on his part, would at the fame 
*^ time renounce the title of King of' 
** France. But his faid adVerfary not on- 
** ly wholly failed to furrender the lands 
** and countries agreed upon by the Trea- 
** ty, and made no payment of the mo- 
" ney, but has alfo accepted of the appeals 
*' of the Count D'Armynac, the Lord De 
" la Bret, and others, who are lieges of 
" our Lord the King in Gafcony ^ and iri 
*^ confequence of thefe appeals, hath fura- 
** moned the Prince of Gafcony to appear 
** before him at Paris, on the firft day of 
*^ May now paft, to anfwer to their ap- 
** peals, contrary to the terms of the Trea- 
^^ ty^ And moreover, he hath fent a great 
** nurab§r of armed men, who ^ wage war ' 
** in Gafcony, and have taken there by 



Qui chimacheat de guerre. 

^f forcey 
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*^ force, and ftill keep pofleffion of, towns* 
^* caftles, fortreffes, and other places, have 
«^ leized the king's flibjefts, killed fomq, 
«* and imprifoned others, pr fet upon them 
^* grievous ranfoms: and farther, hath 
*^ now lately fent a great number of men 
** into the demefne lands of the King in 
" Ponthieu, who have feized his towns, 
** caftles, and fortreffes, by force of arms, 
** On thefe attempts of the King of France 
" upon the faid Principality, contrary tQ 
" the form of the Treaty, the Prince fent 
« fpecial meflengers fully to inform the 
" King of them ; who alfo acquainted him, 
♦< that the Prince upon this occafion, had 
** fummoned the wifeft men of the Prin-. 
** cipality^ and confulted with them, whe- 
« ther upon advice of thefe open infrac- 
'^ tions of the Peace, the King might not 
f* by right aod reafon refume and ufe the 
" Title of King of France J whoanfwered, 
<* that he mKght do it by Right, and good 
^* Faith, Upon this point the Archbifliop 
** of Canterbury and the other Prelates 
" are charged by the jKing to confult to-^ 
** gether, and to declare to him their ad-t 
^* vice and counfell. The King alfo will- 
H fth, as the cuftom hath beeii at thefe> 

E3 "time?^ 
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« times, that all thofe who think them*? 
" felves aggrieved, Ihould prefent their pe<^ 
" titiohs J who fh^U be anfwered : and for 
^' this purppfe he hath affigned certain 
" Clerks to receive them, and certain Lords 
« arid others to anfwer them/' 

I need only mention, that the King by 
the advice of his Parliament refuracd the 
ftyle of King of France j the war was 
renewed on both fides, and carried on very 
jnuch to the advantage of the French, 
Charles the Vth had t^ken his m^afures Ikx 
well, and concealed his preparations with 
fp much artifice and difiimulatipn, that 
the EngUfti were furprifed unprovided for 
the war. The Prince of Wales was difs 
abled, by the fatal difeafg which he brought 
with biro put of Spain, from attending to 
the ^ya^ with his ufual Ipirit and aftivity : 
bis health dqily declined apace, and witb 
it the Englifti affairs in France. 

In two years time the French had madq 
fuch a progrefs, that they began to thinH 
. of transferring the war intq England, and 
were making vaft preparations for an in- 
vafion. Upon this the King fupimonetl 
a Parliament to meet Feb- 24, 1370-^, 
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which the .Lord Chanciellor opened with 
the following Speech ^ 

*^ Sirs, You know very well, that in 

** the laft Parliament, the King, with your 

** approbation, refumed the title of King 

" of JFrance, becaufe his adverfary had in- 

" fringed the peace before concluded be- 

" tween them, and ufurpcd the fovereignty, 

" which by the terms of the peace ought 

" always to have belonged to the King. 

*• On this occafion and others the King 

*' hath incurred great expences; having 

" fent fome of his Lords and others with 

<« a great number of forces, in order to 

" recover and maintain his right. And 

" now he hath received certain intelligence 

" by his friends and allies, that his faid 

" Adverfary is making himfelf ftronger 

" than ever he was beforp, and hath le- 

** vied fuch a number of forces, as feemeth 

" to him fufficient, this year, to difpoffefe 

*^ the King of all the lands and countries 

<^ which he hath beyond the feas ; as well 

«* in Gafcony, as at Calais, G^ienne, Pon- 

«' thieu, and his other cailles and places 

^^ there. He hath moreover gotten ready fo 

* Rot. Pari. 45. Ed. HI. 

E 4 *! many 
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f* many galleys and other fhips of war, a^ 
*^ feem to him fufficient to deftroy the 
" whole Navy of England : and * ufeth alfq 
*V his utmoft efforts to fend a vaft force of 
" armed men into this country, to deftroy 
*^ it, and fiibject it to his own ppwer, 

V Therefore the King requireth ?ind charg* 
•* eth his Lords and Commons here a^, 
" fembled, to cpnftilt upon thefe pointSj^ 
** and to give him their advice, how his 
f« Kingdom may be well guarded, and the 
" Navy defended and maintained againft 
*' the malice of his enemies j as alfo, for 

V the fafe-guard of the King's countries 
" beyond the feas, and for the maintenance 
*^ of the war in thofe parts, and the re- 
5' duftion of them. The King like wife 
** commandeth thofe, who would prefent 
" their petitions, to deliver them to the 
" Clerks affigned for this purpofe, and 
!' they (hail Be gracioufly anfwered." 

I have inferted thefe fpeech^s juft as they 
ftand recorded in the Parliament Rolls. 
They appear there to a great difad vantage: 
tho' delivered in Englifh, they are recordecl 
in French ; a language at that time more 

• Et 2vuxi fc afibrce & bie d'enyoicr. 
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barbarous and unfit for the purpofe, ?ven 
than our own. They are fliortencd and 
given in fubftanceonly; the connexion an4 . 
turn of the fentcnces is altered, and, in 
the firft of them particularly, the form 
of the whole is partly direft and - partly 
oblique J an inconfiftency, which it was 
ncceflary to correft by one or two fmall 
deviations from the original. , Yet from 
thefe Speeches we may obferve, that 
Wyjkeham fpoke upon thefe occafions 
more like a Statefman, than moft of the 
Chancellors of thofe times, efpccially the 
Ecciefiaftics. It ^ was almoft theh- con- 
ft ant praftice to lay down fome Text of 
Scripture by way of Thefis for their dif. 
courfe, and to fpend much time in divid-' 
ing, and fubdividing, and making very 
injudicious applications of it to the 
oceafion. Not fatisfied with this, they 
frequently go out of their way to in^ 
troduce ftill more quotations of Scrip- 
ture, and continue their difcourfc as imf* 
pertinently as they began it. Wykeham 
had more judgment than to give into fo . 
abfurd a pra^ice : he always (peaks di* 

9 Sef pQtton's Abridg. of the Parliament RoIls# 

• ' reaiy 
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rcdlly to the point in queilion, and give^ 
a plain and diftin£l account of the prefent: 
ftate of public affairs. 

In this Parliament the Lords and Com^ 
mows reprefented to the King," that the 
Government of the Realm had been for 
a long time in the hands of men of the 
Church, by which many mifchiefs had in 
jtimes paf): happened^ and more might hap^ 
pen in times to come, to the difherifon of 
the Crown, and great prejudice of the 
Kingdom : they petitioned theiefore, that 

. jSecular men only might be principal Of- 
ficers of the King's courts and houfehold:, 
and none of the Clergy : faving unto the 
King his prerogative of choofing and re- 
ijioring Officers, provided they be of the 
Lsuty. The King's anfwer to this petition 
w^s pnly, That he would do therein by- 
advice of his Council. Though he declined 

^an^g their requeil, fo as to make a Law 

in confcquence of it for the future -, yet 
be fopn refolved to comply with their de-»- 
fire for the prefent, Accordingly we find, 
that * on the 14th day of March the Bi- ^ 

4hop of Winchefter delivered the Qreat 

I RotrPari. 45. Ed. in, 

^ |lym?r. Feed. Vol. 6ib. pag. $$^. ; 

7 S«l 

' i 

! 
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Seal to the King, which the King two days 

after gave to Sir Robert de Thorp. The 

Biihop was prefcnt at the ceremony of con* 

ffituting the new Chancellor, and after-' 

wards at that of his firft opening the Great 

Seal in Weftminfter IJall. From which 

circumftances, as well as from the ftate of 

the cafe itfelf, we may conclude, that he 

was neither difmiffed with any marks of 

the King's difpleafure, nor was himfelf dif» 

fatisfied with his removal. To the fame 

purpole it may be obferved, that the ^ two 

Great and two Privy Seals, one of cadi 

of which was made the year before on the 

King's refuming the title and arms of 

France, rcmam?d by Commiffion from the 

King in his Cuftody till the 28th of the 

iame month, when he delivered them to 

the King : and that * foon after he received 

the Icing's writ of Summons to attend the 

Great Council, which was held at Win- 

chefter, to confider of a proper method of 

levying the 59,000 /, granted by Parlia- 

3 Rymcr. Feed. One of each was infcribed Rex Pran^ 
Ciae & Anglia?, & Dominus Hibemiae : the other Rex 
Anglix, & Dpmiaus Hibernise & Aquitauke. 

♦ Rcgiftr. Wykeham. jpt. 4. fol. 4. dated April 27. 
8»a. reg.45. 

itoentj 
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ment. To * this Great Council only thra 
other Bifhops, four Abbots, and thirteer 
temporal Lords, were fummoned, with 
• whom were joined fome of the Com- 
mons named by the King. Neither havq 
we any reafon to imagine, that the Bifhop 
of Winchefler in particular was in anjr 
degree of disfavour with the Commons, 
or was at all funk in their efteem and 
confidence. We find ^ that in the year 
1373 the Commons name him with {qvqvl 
'Other Lords, whom they petition ^ to have 
appointed as a Committee to confer with 
them on the fupplies to be granted to the 
King. It has been fald, * that the removal 
of rhe Clergy from the offices of ftate waa 
owing to the influence of the duke of Lan-^ 
cafter, who was not their friend- I knovv 
not on what foundation this is faid with 

5 Dugdale. Siimmoiiit. J\d Pari Some of our ancient 
Hiftorians have miftaken this Great Council ifor a Par-j 
liament: T. Walfingham. Anonymus publiftied by 
IJearn in vol, 2d of Waiter Henjingford. They havo 
been followed in this miftake by Nath. Bacon. Hift. & 
Polit. difcourfe, &c;. pt. 2d. pag. 35. edit. 17^9. ^nd 
Lord Bolihgbrokc, in Oldcaftle's Remarks on Englife 
HiAory. 

^ Brady's Hiftory of England, Vol. 2. 

7 jRot. Pari. 4.7. Ed. III. 

? Parker, Antiq, Britan. Collier. Eccl Hift. 

: '. * ■ regard 
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regard to the Duke's inclination towards 
die Clergy in general at this time: as to 
the Biftiop of Winchefter in particular, he 
feexns on the contrary to have continued 
fakherto very much in the Duke's good 
graces, who both before, and not long af- 
tfer thisj honoured him with Angular marks 
of his friendfhip and confidence. The 
Duke, ^ before his fetting out on his ex- 
peditions to France in the years 1369 and 
1373, obtained of the King a grant to cer- 
tain Truftees named by him, of the cufto- 
dy and intife adminiftration of all the re- 
venues of his caftles, manors, and eftates, 
/or one year after his own dcceafe, in order 
to the payment of his debts, and for other 
Ufes, as he (hould direft. He appointed 
the Bifliop of Winchefter one of his Truf- 
tees for both thefc grants- In the begin- 
ning of the year 1375, he like wife confti- 
tutai him his attorney, together with the 
Earl of Arundel, to appear and aft for him 
ih any of the Courts of England, during 
his abfence at the Congrefs of Bruges. 

The truth of the matter feems to be, 
that the Laity in general looked with an 



• Rjmcr, Fcedora, VqL jrh, p, 8. & 61. 

evil 
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If^ii eye upon the Clergy, who had of lat^ 
filled for the moft part the great pofts of* 
honour and profit in the ftate; which, as 
it was obvious to remark, neither lay with- 
in their province, nor were fuitable to their* 
function and charafter^ The pradlice,? 
however improper in itfejf and liable to 
objeftion, yet feems tp have taken its rifb 
from the neceffity of the times : the men 
of abilities had for a long time been chief- 
ly employed abroad in the wars j this was 
the moft open road to riches and honours, 
and every one was pufliing forward in it^ 
Befides, it was not at any time eafy to find 
among the Laity perfons properly qualified j» 
in point of knowledge and letters, to fill with 
fufficiency fome of the higheft offices. We 
lee the King was now obliged to have re* 
courfe to the Lawyers : they gave as little 
iatisfaftion as the Churchmen had done j 
and in a few years it was found neceflary 
to difcharge them, and to call in tho 
^Churchmen again. 

The French invafion which had given 
luch an alaim in England, that ' even the 
whole body of the Clergy from the age of 

» Rcgiftr. Wykeham. pt. -4^. frf. 5. tfilkins's 
CpittU. Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p* 91* 

fixteen 
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fetfeen to (ixty were ordered to be arraj^d; 
maftered, and in arms, came at 1^. to 
nothing. In the year 1374 the Duke q£ 
Lancafter concluded a truce with the Frencli^ 
in which by their intrigues they gained 
ititt more, than they had done in the wan: 
The truce was next year renewed; and bf 
this time the £ngli(h were in a manner 
driven out of France* 

Pope Gregory the Eleventh had inter- 
pofed with his mediation, and had pre-* 
vailed with the Kings of England and 
France to fend their Ambaffadours to Bru- 
ges to treat of a Peace- On this occafioa 
the Pope * wrote tb the Bifhop of Win- 
chefter, as to a perfon who had the great- 
eft influence with the King, exhorting and 
conjuring him to ufe his utmoft endeavours 
to incline him to an accommodation* His 
Holinefs did not omit, in the conclufion of 
his Letter, to befeech him as eamefHy, to 
forward by all poffible means the payment 
of the Subfidy, which on various pretences 
he had impofed on the Clergy of England ^ 
, and which ' was now moderated to the Sum 

» See Appendix, N» VI. 

' Regiiir. Wykel^am. pc, 3d. a fol. 133* 

of 
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of 60,000 Florins, in a conference betwcert. 
Ae agents of both parties at the Gongrels 
of Bruges; on condition however, that 
40,000 Fibrins more fhould be paid, to 
make up the Sum at firft demanded, in cafe 
that the Treaty fhould happily terminatei 
ki a Peace between the two Kingdoms^ 
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Ecclefiaftical affair i during the fame time: 

THOUGH Wykeham was fo deeply 
engaged in affairs of State, and io 
much taken up in his perfonal attendance 
upon the King, yet he was not in the 
mean time wanting to his Epifcopal Func- 
tion^ or remifs in the care of his Diocefe* 
While ' he was Adminiftrator of the See, 
he afted only by his Commiffary General, 
John de Wormenhale. When he was in 
fiill poffeflion of the Bifhoprick, one of 
the firfl things that required his atten- 

» Regifter. Wykeham. part i. 

F tion 



66 THE LIFE QF 

tion was the care of the Epifcopal Houies^' 
and Buildings of all forts, which his Pre— 
deceffor "" had left very much out of repaiir 
m general, and many cithern in a ruinous 
condition^ The Buildings belonging to 
the Bifhops of Winchefter were at this 
time very large ^nd nunierous: bcfides s 
great many granges, parks, warrens, and 
the like, they bad ten ' or twelve different 
CaftfcSr Mawor-houfes, or Palaces of Rc-^ 
fidence,^ properly accommodated for the 
reception of thcmfelves ajid their retinues, 
to all which in their turns they ufualiy 
reforted, living according to the ciiftom 
of thofc times chiefly upwi the produce of 
their own eftates. So great a demand^ 
as the Bi(hop had upon his Pfedceeflbr's 
Executors for dilapidations, could not very 
foon, or very eafily, be brought to an ac- 

* " Difti Escccatores d^enrat fibf conftare, quod 
^ aedificia, tnrres, muri, & claufurae, in caftris & majac- 
" riis difti Epifcopatus tempore mortis ejufdcm ntipcr . 
*^ Epifc. diterfmiode fucrant nimoft, &: maxima dc- ' 
^ biiitate depreiTay & qDampiuritia eomtn omnino 
** ad tcrram diruta & proftrata, quod de neceffitate 
** reparatione maxima ind^uermt.**— Re^. Wykc- 
ham. part 3. a. foL 64. 

3 Wolvcfcy, South- Waliham, Mcrwell, Suttouy 
High-Clere, Farabam, Elherc, Wargrare, Soutfaweric» 
TauotOQ, &c. 

commo- 
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commodation : however the account was 
at laft fettled between them without pro- 
ceeding on either fide to any a£lion at Law. 
In * the firft place they delivered to him 
the ftanding ftock of the Bifhoprick due to 
him by right and cuftom*: namely, 127 
Draught-Horfes, 1556 .head of black Cat- 
tle, 3876 Weathers, 4777 Ews, 3521 
Lambs: and afterwards for dilapidations, 
in- cattle, corn, and other goods, to the 
value of 1 662 /. I o J. fterling. The Bifhop 
made a farther demand of 700 Marks, as 
Dill due to him and allowed upon account ; 
which Edyngdon's executors acknowledged, 
and promifed to pay. This matter was 
finally fdttledFeb. 6th i37i.2. 

The Bifhop immediately fet about this 



^ Ibe^. Wykeham. part 3. a. foL 63. 

5 «' Pctrus de Roches [five de Rupibos] legavlt Ec* 

clefie Wynton. & Epifcopis fucceflbribus luis, qui 

pro tempore erunt, in -ftaunim vivum, quod fequi* 

mr; ita quod quilibet Epifcopus Wynton. Succef^ 

fori foo et Ecclefie Wynt. in decdTu fuo tantum ia 

ftaurum fub pena anathemads relinquet necefiano : 

▼idelicet^ 

<« De bobus MDLVI. 

-' De affris CXXVn. 

" De multon, MMMDCCCLXXVl multon. 

*« De ovibus matricibus MMMMDCCLXXVII. 

^ De aguis MMMDXXL*' 

MS. penes Dom. Epi£;. Wint. fol. 90* 



F 2 
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great work. of repairing all the Epifcopal 
Buildings in Aich a manner, as might have 
been expe6led from one of his generous 
Ipirit, and of his fkill and experience irk- 
Architedure* To ^ fupply himfelf with, 
the beft ftone in fufficient quantity, he pur- 
chafed the ufe of the ftone-quarrics oF 
Qtiarrer Abby in the Ifle of Wight, which, 
were formerly much in repute, tho' now 
for many ages difufed and negledled. The 
Abbot engaged to affift him^ as general di- 
re6lor and furveyor of thefe preparations : 
and the Bifhop wrote circular letters to all 
the Ecclefiaftics of the Ifland, both Regu- 
lar and Secular, to defire them to fend in 
as many workmen, carriages, and other 
neceflaries for the work, as they could fup- 
ply him with, at the demand, and accord- 
ing to the diredions of the Abbot; all ta 
be defrayed at his own expence. In ^ thelc 
repairs of the Epifcopal houfes, together 
with feveral new buildings, i*aifcd by him 
upon the eftates of the Bifhoprick, he ex- 
pended in the whole above 20,000 Marks. 
In ^ the Year 1373 the Bifhop held a Vi- 



^ Ibid, part 3. a. fol. 47. 

7 MS. Coll. Wint. 

' llcgift. Wykchaoi, part 3. a. fol. 90,- &c. 
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Sitation of his whole Diocefe ; not only of 
the fecular Clergy through the feveral Dean- 
ries, but alfo of the Monafteries, and Re- 
ligious houfcis of all foitSj all ^ wh;ch he 

vifited 

» ** Nuper dum Civllatem & Diocef. noftram WynL 
** derum & populum ejufdem, cepimus pirfonaliter Sc 

** tf^iw//W vifitare." Ibid. foL 99. The City of 

"Wmchefter, tho* much diminifhed in its greatncfs and 
{plendor fince the time when it was the Metropolis of 
the Saxon Monarchy, and Aill continuing to decline^ 
was neverthelefs, at this time, a large and populous 
place. I fhaU here give a (hort view of its EcclefialH- 
-cal ftate ; from which alfo fome judgement may be 
formed of its condition in other refpefts. 

The Monafteries and other Religious Houfes in the 
City and Suburbs of Winchefter. 

The Old Minfter, or Cathedral Church of St. Swy- 
HiUTiy a Prior and Convent of XLVI Monks, Benedic- 
tines. 

The New Minfter, or Abby of Hide, Benediftines. 

The Nunnaminfter, -or Abby of St. Mary ; an Ab- 
befe, and XXI Nuns (at theDirfblution:) Benediftines. 
A little within the Eaft Gate, on the left hand as you 
enter it. 

The Hofpital of the Almonry of the Church of St. 
Swythtin ; Sifters maintained by the Monaftery : com- 
monly called the ^afferit ^p^tal. Adjoining to the 
prefent College on the Weft 

. The College of St. Elizabeth ; a Provoft, VI Chap 
lains Priefts, VI Clerks and VI Chorifters. Near the 
prefent College on the South-Eaft. 

The Chapel of Holy Trinity ; a Warden and fevieral 
Priefts. On the North fide of the Churcb-yard of the 
Abby of St. Mary. 

F 3 A Con- 
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vifitcd in pcrfon. The ' next year he ient 
his Commiflioners with powers to corre£l 

and 

* Regift. Wykcham, part 3. a. foL 112. 

A Convent of each of the IV Orders of Mendicant 
Friars. The Auguflio Friars, juft without South-Gate, 
on the left in the road to Southampton. The Grey 
Friars, or Minors, on the right juft witlun'Eaft-Gate. 
The Dominicans, or Preaching Friary, on the Norths 
within the City. 

The Prior and Brethren of St. Peter in the Church 
of St. Maurice. 

Tlie Church of St. Mary Kalendar. 

Tanner Notit. Monaft. ind fee Appen. N* XVII. 

The Parochial Churches and Chapels in the City and 
Suburbs of Winchefter. in the time of Adam de Orletoa 
Bp. of Wlnt, i. e. A. D. 1333— 13+5 • From MS, 
Coll. Wint 

Ecclefia Taxatae, 

Ecclefia Sti. Johannis de EcclefiBc Stt. BarthpIoSMei 
Monte. * in atrio de Hyda. 

—- Sti. Petri de Chu* Sti. Stephani jux-» 

fhull. taWolvelJpy. 

Sti. Jacobi. ,p__ Sti.LaurentiiWy^- 



Stas. Fidis. ton. 

Stae. Anaftafiac. Sti. Mauritii. 

Btae Mariae de Val- Capella Stae« Gertrudia* 



libus, cum Capella. 

Ecclefiae non Taxatse. 

Capella Stae. Trinitatis: Ecclefia Sti. Johannis djc 
(fub Cuftode; above- Hofpitali. 
mentioned among the —- Btae Mariae in Tan- 
Religious Houfes.) nereftret. 

Ealcfxa de Colebrokftret. Sti. Pancratii. 

Ecclefia 
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and reform the fevcral irregularities and 
s^ules, which he had difcovered in the 
cooHe of his Viiitation. 

Some 3^ears afterwai*d> the Bifhop, hav« 
ing vifiAed three feveral times aH the Re- 
ligious Houfes throu^out his Diocefe, 
and being well informed of the ftate and 
cc»dition of each, and of the particular 
abufes which required correftion and re- 
formation, btifide the orders which he had 
already given, and the remedies which he 
had occafionally applied by his commif- 
fioners, x»w iiTued his in)un£lions to each 



£€cle£a S€« Johanuis de 
Edera. 

■Sd. MarHmmvico 
cano^um. 

• Sti. MichaeliS ex- 



tra Kyngate. 

■ Btag. Maris 



Walda. 
Sti. 



de 



Ruwoldi (vel 
Rombaldi.) 

• Btae. Maris deKa- 



leader. 

Sti. LaurcntH. 

Sti. Lanreatii dc 



Parcbemjeneftret 
— Sti. Petri de Mar- 



cell, (f de Macello.} 
■ Sti, dementis. 



Ecdefia Sti, Alphegi. 

Sti. Petroci 

S6. Micbaelis is 

Jttdaifind. 
■■ ' Sti. Saliratoris. 

Btae Maris extra 



portan Boreaiem* 

■ ' ■ Stag Margaret*. 
Sti. Petri de Al- 



bopase. 

Sti. Andrcc; 

— i Sti. Nicholai de 

Goldflret. 

Ooaniam Saoflo- 



rum itt Goldftret. 
•Bts Marias ia 



trio Sti. Swythrint. 



of 
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of them. They were accommodated to 
their feveral exigencies, and intended to 
correal the abufes introduced, and to recall 
them all to a ftri6l obfervation of the 
Rules of their refpedlive Orders. Many of 
thefe injundlions ' are ftill extant, and 
are evident monuments of the care and 
attention, with which he difcharged this 
part of his Epifcopal duty. 

But the zeal and diligence, with which 
the Bifliop purfued the wholefome work of 
difcipline, and the reformation of abufes, 
will be beft exemplified by an account of 
his proceedings in the Vifilation of the 
Hofpital of St. Crofs; of which we are 
able to give a. more particular detail, as 
he met with forne difficulties and obftruc- 
tions in them, and was, upon that occa- 
fion, engaged in a long and troublefbme 
difpute. It will be neceffary to premife an 
account of the foundation and conftitu- 
tion of this ample and remarkable charity; 
which, if it is more particular than is 
elfewhere to be met with, will not, per^ 
haps, be the lefs agreeable to the curious 
reader. 

» MS Coll. Nov. They bear date 1386^7. 

The 
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The * Hofpital of *5t. Crofs, at Sparke- 
ford, near Winchefter, was founded by 
Henry de Blois, Bifhop of Winches- 
ter, and brother to King Stephen, in the 
year ^ 1 132, for the health of his own 
Soul, and the Souls of his Predeceffors, 
and of the Kings of England. The Foun- 
der's inftitution requires,That Thirteen poor 
men, fo decayed and pad their ftrength, 
that without charitable affiftance they can- 
not maintain themfelves, {hall abide con- 
tinually in the Hofpital, who fhall be pro- 
vided with proper cloathing, and beds fuit- ' 
able to their infirmities ; and fhall have an 
allowance daily of good wheat bread, good 
beer, three mefles each for dinner, and one 
for fupper. If any one of thefe (hall hap- 
pen to recover his health and ftrength, he 
fliall be refpedlfully difcharged, and ano- 
ther admitted in his place. That befides 
thefe Thirteen Poor, an Hundred other 
poor, of modeft behaviour, and the moft 
indigent that can be found, (hall be receive 
cd daily at dinner time j and (hall have each 
a loaf of coarfer bread, one mefs, and a 

* The account of St. Crofs is coUeftcd from Rcgift; 
Wykcham, and MS. Coll. Nov. 

5 MS. penes Dotn. Epifcopum Wint. fol. 22. 

proper 
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proper allowance o£^ beer, with leave to 
caiT^ away with them whatever remains erf" 
their meat and drink after dinner. The 
Founder alio ordered otiier charities to be 
diftributed to the poor in general, as the 
revenues of the Hofpital fliould be able to 
bear, the whole of which was to be applied 
to fuch uie8^ 

The Endowment of the Hofpital con- 
lifted t:hiefly in a Donation of feveral conii- 
derable Re^tcH-ies ^ for the moft part belong.- 
ing to the Diocefe of Winchefter, and of the 

♦ The Churches of Fcrrtham, [with the Manor qf 
Asfliton,] Nutteffellyngc, Mellebrock, Twyford, Hen- 
ton, Alwareftock, Exton, Huffcbornc, Wytcfierche, 
Cbilbaltoa, Wodehay, Awelttm, [or Aulton in CaiiTiig- 
.snerih. Com. Wilts.] Wyuteney, [or Wyteney, Com. 
Oxon.] Stofton, [Com. Wilts.] Ovynton, with their 
appertenancies and dependencies ; and the tythcs of 
the JLordfliip of Waltham ; and other re&ts a^goed io 
the City of Winchefter. Thefe by the Charter of 
Foundation. To thefe were added by the Founder 
the Churches of Waltham, Upfaam, and Baghurft ; and, 
by the fame or fome other benefa^or, that of Farle. 
** Licet in ifta carta [Fundationis] contineantur dl- 
** rerfe donationes ecclefiarum h&. domHi S*« Cracis 
*' pfedifte, nichUpmiajus dvRz domus nullas carum 
** habet fibi appropriatas prcter ecclefias de Hu(borne, 
** Whitcherche, Fareham, 8c Twyford, cum eapelli^; 
*' fed habet ex eis certas penfiones, ut fuperius diftum 
'** eft. De ecclefia vero de Wyttencye nichil omnino 
" percipit.** 'MS penes Dom. Epifc. Wint.foL 2. 

Bifhop's 
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Bi/hop's Patronage: the greateft part of 
which, tho* granted to the Hofpital by 
the terms of the Charter of Foundation, 
were, from the firft, only made fubjeft to 
the payment of certain annual Penfions to 
it ; the reft were appropriated to the Hof- 
pital. The Revenues of the Hofpital ap«- 
pear, by an old record of Inquifition, pro^ 
daced in Wykeham's time by the Prior of 
VS^iBchcfter, from the Archives of his Mo* 
naftery, without date, to have amounted 
to about 250 1 per annum; they are faid 
by Wykeh^m in his letters to the Pope, to 
be above 300 1. per annum i and are proved 
by the teftimony of one who had been long 
Steward of the j^ofpital, and many others, 
to have been, at that time, above 400 1. per 
annum. The whole Revenues of the Hof^ 
pital were free from all Taxes both to the 
King and Pope, as being wholly appropri- 
ated to the Poor ; except 7 1. 4 s. 6 d. (called 
clfewhere 8 1. ) per annum, which was 
the valuation of the Prior's, or Matter's; 
Portion* 

The particular allowances to the Poor, 
with their valuations according to the above- 
mentioned Record of Inquifition, were as 
follows : Each of the Thirteen fecular Bre- 
thren 
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thren had daily one loaf of good wheat 
bread, of five marks weight; (or 3 pounds 
4 Ounces;) one gallon and half of good 
fmall Beer J a fufficient quantity of Pot- 
tage ; three mefles at Dinner, namely, one 
mefs called ' H^ormll, made of milk and 
WaMhXtU^ one mefs of flefh or fifli, and 
one pitance as the day fhould require ; and 
one mefs for Supper ; The whole valued 
at J7d. q. a week; in Wykeham's time 
at 3 d. a day. On fix Holidays in the 
year they had white bread and ale in the 
fame quantities ; and one of their mefles 
was roaft-meat, or fiih of a better fort ; 
and on the Eves of thofe Holidays, and 
that of the Founder's Obit, they had 
an extraordinary allowance of four gallons 
of Ale among them. The hundred Poor 
were fed in a place called l^nndt(tl^ 
tnenmlj^all : each of them had a loaf of 

' The Gloflaries give us no very fadrfaftory account of 
thefe words : the meaning of the firft is better deter- 
mined by the defcription here given, than from any 
other explication that I can find of it. Wajlilhred 
was perhaps a better fort of Bread, fo called from Wa^ 
Jhll^ the Veflell, or Bafkett, in which it was made, 
or carried, or weighed ; as feems probable from the 
following paflage: ** Ofto panes in JVaftellU^ pondc- 
** ris cujuslibet JVaftelll unius miche conventualis/'— 
Kegift, Wykeham, part 3. b. fol 177. 

coarfer 
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coarfer bread of 5 marks weight, 3 quarts 
of fmall beer, a fufficient quantity of pbtJ 
tage, or a mefs of pulfe, one herring, or 
two pilchers, or two eggs, or one farthing's 
worth of cheefe 3 value 3 d. q. a week ; 
of which Hundred Poor were always Thir- 
teen of the poorer ' fcholars of the Great 
Grammar School of Winchefter, fent by 
the Schoolmafter. On the Anniverfary of 
the Founder's Obit, Auguft 9, being the 
Eve of St. Laurence, Three Hundred Poor 
v^^it received at the Hofpital : to each, of 
the firft hundred were given one loaf and 
one mefs of the fame fort with thofp of 
the Brethren's ordinary allowance, and 
three quarts of beer ; to the fecpnd Hun- 
dred was given the ufual Hundredmen's 
allowance ; and to each of the third Hun- 
dred half a loaf of the Brethren's bread. 
On fix Holidays in the year the Hundred 
men had each a loaf of the better fort of 
bread, and a double mefs. There were 
befides, . maintained in the Hofpital, a 
Steward, with his clerk, two fervants, and 
two horfes \ a Porter ; nine fervants ; two 
teams of fix horfes each, and three Carters. 
The Founder had in the year ^^ 1 1 ^j^ 

• MS. Pcpes Dom. Epifc, Wiat. fol 23. 

conftituted 
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eonftitutcd the Mafter and Brethren of tlie 
Hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem Guardians 
and Adminiflrators of his Hofpital of Str. 
Crofs,faving to theBifhop of Winchefterhis 
Canonical Jurifdidion. A difpute arifing 
between Richard Toclive Biftiop of Win- 
chefter, immediate fucceflbr to Henry de 
Blois, and the Mafter and Brethren of St* 
John of Jerufalem, concerning the admi- 
niftration of the Hofpital, King Henry the 
Second interpofed, and by his mediation an 
agreement was made between them. The 
Mafter and Brethren ceded to the Biftiop 
of Winchefter and his fucceftbrs the Admi- 
nifti'ation of the Hofpkal, the Biftiop giving 
them the Impropriation of the Churches of 
Mordon and Hanniton for the payment of 
53 marks per annum; and proqurijig them 
a difcharge from the penfipn of lo marks, 
two wax candles, and ten pound of wax, 
paid to the Monks of St. Swythun for the 
Houfe of 5t. Crofs, by ^ compofit ion be- 
tween them and the Brethren of St, Crofs, 
made in the time of the Founder : and the 
Biftiop moreover, out of regard to God, and 
for the health of the King's foul and his 

7 MS. penes Dom. Epifc« Wint M. 2. 

I own 
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own, (and becaufe the revenues of the Hos- 
pital were fufficient for the maintenance of 
many more poor, and ought not to be con« 
verted to other ufes, as Wykehara repre- 
fcnts to the Pope) orders, that befides the 
number inftituted by the Founder, one 
Hundred additional poor fhould alfo be fed 
every day in the fame manner at the Hoipi- 
tal* This agreement is dated April the loth 
1185, and was made at Dover in the pre« 
fcnce of the King, and attefled by him. This 
ne^ inftitution of feeding an Hundred 
additional poor was not of long conti^ 
nuance : it had ceafed long before Wyke- 
ham's time ; and inftead of it, by what slvl^ 
thority I cannot fay, was introduced the 
eftabliihment of Four Priefts, Thirteen fe- 
cular Clerks, and feven Chorifters, who 
were maintained in the Hofpital for the 
performance of divine fcrvice in the church. 
The Four Priefts dined at the Mafter's 
table, and had each a ftipend of 13 s. 4 d. 
and the whde allowance to each was va- 
lued at3L 6s. 8 d. per annum: the Thir- 
teen Clerks had each daily a loaf of wheat 
Bread, weight 61 Shillings and 8 pence, 
(i. e. 3 lb. I 02.) three quarts of beer, and 
one mefs of fleih or fiiti 6£ the Brethren 

was 
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was allotted to two of them, value lod. q> 
a week; the feven Chorifters had each on^ 
loaf of the common family bread, and one 
mefs, or the fragments of the Matter's table 
and Common Hall, fo as to have a fuffi- 
cient provifion, value 5 d. a week ; and were 
taught at fchool in the Hofpital. 

Such was the inftitution and economy 
of the Hofpital of St. Crofs ; which had 
hitherto been well obferved in general, and 
conftantly maintained with regard to all 
the particulars abovementioned. Wyke- 
ham indeed reprefents to the Pope, that 
fome of the former Bifliops of Winchefter" 
had preferred to it their nephews and kinf^ 
men, not rightfully as to the Mafterfhip, 
of an Hofpital, but as to an Ecclefiaftical 
Benefice ; who had converted to other pur- 
pofes the revenues of it afllgned to thefc 
pious ufes, contrary to the Canons, and to 
the Founder's inftitution. In this he feems 
to have a particular view to John de Edyng- 
don, nephew to the late Bifhop% who 
had quitted the Mafterfhip fome time be- 

• Bifhop Edyngton collated his nephew to the Maf- 
terfhip of St. Crofs Hofpital, April 18, 1349, " la 
" beneficium perpetuiim & non curatum," Regift. 
EdyDg4on, part i, fol. 45. 

fore 
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fore Wykcham came to the Bifhoprick. 
By his manner of leaving this office we 
may pretty well judge how he had a6ted in 
it :. he took away and alienated the whole 
ftock belonging to the Hofpital ; all the 
cattle, corn, goods, inftrumcnts, titenfils, 
and moveables whatfocver, either in the 
Houfe itfelf, or upon the eftates, Befides, 
the neceffary repairs of dilapidations left 
by him amounted by computation to be^ 
tween throe and four hundred pounds, 

Wykdiiam was no fooner biftiop ojf 
¥i^inchefteri than hie refdved to re6lify 
thefe abufcs. William tie Stowell, Edyng- 
don a fucceflbr, perhaps forefecing the 
ftorm that was coming on, chofc to make 
his retreat, and procured the Reftory of 
Burghdere in exchange for his Maftcrihip. 
The Bifliop admitted of the exchange ^ bwt 
ordered hhn immediately upon his refigna- 
tion to make a full and particular inven- 
tory of aH the ftock and goods belonging 
to the Hofpital at prefent, with ati account 
of the ftate in which he at firft received 
them, by way of Indenture between hinx 
and Richard de Lyntesford his fucceflbr } 
to keep one copy of it himfelf, to deliver 
another to his fucceflbr, and a third to him^ 
G the 
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theBifliop, for his tetter information, when 
he fhould come thither in perfon. This 
mandate h dated March 23, 1367, the 
d^y after Lyntesford's admiffion : William 
,de Stowell immediately obeyed, and fent 
an inventory. The next ftep the Bifhop 
took, was to fend CommifTaries to the 
Hoipital, and the feveral manors and eftates 
belonging to it, to examine into the ftate 
of things at the time of the death of Richard 
de LufteftiuU late mafter, and inquire, what 
Hock and goods his executors delivered to 
Jhis fucceflbr John de Edyngdon, The Com*- 
million is dated April 20, 1368. 

Lyntesford began* now to repent of hij 
exchange, not finding himfelf likely t^ 
inake^ the advantages, which he had expeclr 
ed from his new preferment. The Bilhop 
had fequeftered his goods as a fecurity for 
the ftock of the HofpitaL He took the 
fame method that his Predeceiflbr had done> 
and got an exchange of his Mafterfhip 
with Roger de Cloune for the Reftory of 
Campfallin Yorkfhire. Juflf as this affair 
was brought to a conclufion, the Bifliop, 
being now fully and regularly informed of 
tjie embezzlements and abufes committed 
fcy the feveral late Matters of the Hoipital, 

iffuecl 
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iflued a commiiiipn^ dated July 30, 1370, 
to enquire into the particulars and value 
of the true and ^ccuftomed (lock and goods 
belonging to it, as they ought to be. tranf- 
mitted from Mailer to Mafter; and to ex- 
amine upon oath all perfons that could 
give information in this affair, and parti- 
.cularly Edyngdon, Stowell, Lyntesford^ 
late Mailers, and Cloune the prefent Ma- 
fter. 

Upon the report of his Commiflioners, 
the Bifhop fummoned the four Mailers to 
appear before him at Southwark on the 
22d of Odober, 1370* He reprefents to 
them the defign of the Foundation of the 
Hofpital; that die whole revenues of it 
are to be applied to the ufe of the Poor, 
except the Matter's allowance, taxed at 
.7L 4s. 6d. and no more; and that fhe 
Mafter of the Hofpital is obliged yearly to 
m^ke an inventory, and give an account 
jof his adminiftration to his Diocefan, ac- 
cording to the Conftitution ^ of Clement 
the Vth, '' Quia contingit, &c/' That the 
Mafterihipis not a perpetual Ecclefiaflical 
Benefice, but a temporal Office requiring 

9 Clementm. lib* 3. tit. ii.c4p« 2« 

G z con^^ 
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continual refidence and perfonal minifby* 
That therefore he will proceed againft theni, 
enforce the faid conftitution, and compel ail 
and every one of them, to make an inven- 
toryi and give an account of their ad- 
miniftration. They plead, that they are 
not obliged, nor was it ever the cuftom, fo 
to do. Roger dc Cloune's Plea in parti-». 
cidar is; that the houfe of, St. Crofs is it 
perpetual Ecclefiaflical Benefice, fine-cure^ 
free from ail obligation of making oath, 
giving ally inventory, or rendring any ac** 
«ount ; that it was principally founded for 
the honour of the worfhip of God, ai»J 
has nothing of the nature or uie of an 
Hospital ^ the Brethren received into the 
Houfe being weak and infirm in body, but 
no way difea&d or infected ^ fo not comb- 
ing under the deicription of an Ek)(pit^, 
accordkig to the taerms of Clement's confH- 
tution; and that tbe Mafter has the free 
admkiifiration of aM the pofiefIk»is and 
goods belonging to it, with, the burthen 
only of making a certain diftribution to a 
certain n^umber of poor, both within and 
without the houfe. 

Upon this Plea, by the help of all the, 
cavils and evaftons, that the forms of Law 

coukl 
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could fupply them with, the Mafters con* 
trived to protraft the fuit through a great 
number of hearings for aknoft a year and a 
half I when the Bifhops Coflimiffaries pro- 
ceeded to give fentence 't that the Mailers 
had not proved their allegations, and ought 
to be compelled by Ecclefiaftical Cenfures 
to give an account of their adminiflxation. 

Againft this whole proceeding, before 
fentence was pronounced, Roger de Cloune 
appealed to the Pope* The fiifhcp at the 
fame time writes to the Pope : reprefent- 
ing to him the whole Hate of the cafe, and 
that Cloune defigned by his Appeal to fet 
on foot an endlefs fuit, that in the mean 
time he might with impunity embezzle and 
convert to his own ufc the goods and re- 
venues of the Hofpital; and begs his Ho- 
linefs to interpofe. The * Pope, rejcfting 
the Appeal of Cloune, takes the caufe in- 
to his own hands, and conftitutcs the Bi- 
fhop of London his Delegate and judge in 
it. Before him the Mafters appear by their 
Proftorpp Roger de Cloune excepts againft 
the jurifdi^ion of the Bifhop of London, 
and the Pope*s Bulie, as furreptitioufly db- 

» Feb. 23, 1372-3. 
* Feb. 25, 1372-3. 

G 3 tained^ 
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tained, and upon an unfair ftate of th^ 
cafe. Edyngdon joins in the exception. 
Stowell and Lynterford, who in the whole 
were much lefs obnoxious, who had be- 
fore fubmitted themfelves abfolutely to the 
Biftiop of Winchefl:er*s will and difpofal, 
upon oath and under the penalty each of 
100 L and had made a formal denuncia- 
tion to him of Cloune*s illegal pradices, 
refufe to join in it. 

After many hearings, adjournments, al- 
tercations upon the exception, and fubter- 
fuges of all forts, the Bifliop charges the 
prefent Mafter with Dilapidation, Diffipa-. 
tion, and Subftraflion, public and notori^^ 
ous, of the goods of the Hofpital -, and 
petitions, that they may be fequeftered, 
while the caufe fhall be depending: the 
fequeftration is iffued, and the Bifhop or- 
ders, that the poor be provided for as ufual. 
He had forae time before appointed a Coad-^ 
jutor to Cloune, without whofe advice and 
confent he was not to aft ; and ftriftty com- 
manded him to abflain from all fort of alie- 
nation of the Hofpital's goods for the future. 
Cloune feems to have procured the Maf- 
terfhip with no other defign than to enrich 
himfelf with the plunder of the Hofpital, 

He 
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He knew the hazard he run of being ob- 
liged to refund ; but let Law and Juftiqe do 
their Worft, he thought he fhould find his 
account in it in the end* He therefore at firft 
fcized upon the whole revenues and ftock • 
of the Hofpital, as his property; he fold 
the corn and the cattle, and a great quan- 
tity of materials, that had been laid in for 
repairs, and converted the money to his 
own ufe : while the fuit was depending, 
he had the impudence to pull down the 
larder of the Hofpital, and to fell the ma- 
terials. Indeed it was now of no ufe : the 
Great Hall was fallen in; the Hundred 
Poor were turned away; and the thirteen 
Brethren were forced tp quit the Hofpital, 
and provide for themfelves where they 
could. 

The ' Judge proceeds at laft to the defi- 
nitive fentence : That the Bifhop hath fuf- 
fici^itly proved his libel againft the Mafters. 
Roger de Cloune is condemned in cofts of 
fuit: 50 Lis demanded, as the Bifhop's 
cxpenccs, given in upon oath by his Proc- 
tor, which the Judge moderates to 44 L 
Cloune was willing to try^ if it was not 



3 'Dec. 5, 1373. 
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flill poiTible to protra6t the affair, and ap- 
pealed again to the court of Rome : his 
appeal fcems to have been remedied there : 
for next* year be appears before the Bifhop 
of London^ and profefllng himfelf better 
informed, gives up his cauife^ renounces 
his appeal, and Tubmits to the Sentence : 
and then obliges himfelf by oath to give an 
inventory, and render an account of his 
adminiftration annually to the Bi(hop of 
Wincheftcr, when he fhall be called upon 
fo to do. Upon which he is abfolved from 
all ientences of excommunication pro- 
nounced againd him for contumacy^ and 
in)oined for penance, to obferve his oath of 
obeying the orders of the Church in this 
behalf ^ 

It 

^ J*fl. ir» 1374- 

/ 'In the Bi(hop of Wmcheftcr's MS. fol. 56. it is 
faid, that Roger de Cloune renounced his appeal, and re- 
lifc<Juiftied the Hofpit id : ( ** appellationcm foam dcfcftiJt, 
•• & rcnuntiavit eidem, ac diftom ti^fpitale babuit pro 
«^ derelidtb :") upon which the Biftiop collated to It 
Nicholas de W ykeham Clerk, who afterward feflgoed it. 
Agreeably to which* the Refignatioii of theHofpital of 
St Crofs by Nicholas de Wykcham is entered in Wykc- 
ham's Regifter, under the year 1382 ; and in this MS. 
M. 30. But this pafTage of the MS. above cited/ is 
correfted in the margin (probably by John de Campe- 
den, the next Mafter of St. Crofs j to the following 
effcdt ; ** That upon Cloufte's rclinquifliing the Hoi- 

**pital, 
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It feems to have been a cuftom at this 
time, for the Mafter of St. Crofs to confti- 
tute a Deputy, who prefided at the Hot 
pital.for him: fuch was one William de 
Caftleford, Re6lor of St. Pancras Winchef- 
ter, who was Cloune's agent and minifter 
in all his iniquities there. He had been fo 
deeply engaged in this affair, that he 
thought it proper to abfent himfelf upon 
the occaiion. The Bifhop, as he could 

^' pltal, the Bi(hop kept it in his own hands, and nn- 
** der his own government, for nine years, two wecks^" 
*' and five days. And whereas Nicholas dc Wyke* 
" ham was by fome reputed to have been collated to 
** the faid Hofpital, when in reality he never had been 
*' fo collated ; on this account the BUhop caufed him 
*' to renounce all right and title which he might feem to 
•* have had to the faid Hofpital.'* From which I coUeft, 
that the 6i(hop found it neceffary to keep the Mafter* 
flup, by a kind of Sequeftration, in his own hands^ 
Cloune ftiil continuing in legal pofTeflion of it, in order 
to recover the Hofpital, its buildings, eftates, and re- 
venues, out of that ftate of ruin and difSpation, to 
whicb the prefent and late Mafters had reduced it ; and 
that he employed his kinfman Nicholas de Wyke- 
ham, a perfon of approved diligence, abilities, and ia^ 
tegrity, in the whole managen^ent of this difficult bufi- 
nefs. He afterwards^ upon the death of Cloune, (which 
happened on the 8th of September, 1382, MS. Harleian. 
N^. 1616. p. PS.) conferred the Maftcrfliip on John 
de Campeden, one in whom he had likewife the greateft 
confidence ; having for many years had experience of 
his fidelity in affairs of importance* 

7 not 
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hot rtach him otherwife, proceeded againfl 
him, and excommunicated him, for non- 
iefidence* 

*Tis not to be doubted, but that the 
Bifhop of Winchefter, after having pur- 
fued this affair fo earneftly for above fix 
ycirs, and having at laft overcome all ob- 
ftrudtions, called thd delinquents to a fe- 
vere account, and perfedly reinftated the 
Hofpital in all its rights, and re-eftabli(hed 
its primitive ufe and inftitution. While 
the difpute was depending, he ^ recovered 
for the Hofpital many original charters, 
tulles, and inftruments, which had beeii 
fofFcred to remain in the hands of the Hof- 
pitallers of St. John of Jerufalem. He took 
care ever after * to infert in the aft of 
collation of the Mafterfhip of this and all 
ether Hofpitals the Matter's obligation to 
obey the conftitution of Clement the Vth. 
In a word, he fo far reftored this charity 
to its original defign, and left it under 
jfuch due regulation, that his immediate 
fucccflbr Beaufort, having refolved to dif- 
pofe of fome part of his great wealth to 

7 JAS. penes Dom Epifc. Wint. fol. no. & MSJ 

Parlcian, N^ 1616, p. 4. 

• Rcgift. Wykcham, part t. paffim. 

th6 
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die like puq>ofes, chofe rather to make ail 
inlargement of this inftitution, than to 
ere6l a new one of his own. He ^ mad^ 
a very great additional endowment of the 
Hoipital of iSt. Crofs, for the maintenance , 
of twb Priefts, thirty-five Brethren, and 
Aree Sifters, befide thofe of the antient 
foundation. He gave his new eftablifli- 
ment the name pf * The Alms-hpufe of 
NobJe Poverty ; by which it appears that 
he dcfighed it for the relief of decayed 
Gentlemen. The Hofpital, tho' much di- 
minifhed in its revenues, by what means 
I cannot fay, yet ftill fubfifts upon the re* 
mains of both endowments. 

The Biftiop was warned by the great 
abufes which he had feen at St. Crofs, to 
keep a more watchful eye upon other cha- 
rities of the fame nature. . While he had 

9 Henry the Vlth, in confideratlon of the fum of 
13350 marks paid to him by Cardinal Beaufort, granted 
to him fevergl manors, Sec. of the yearly value of 500 1. 
with licence to aflign them to the Mafter and Brethren 
rf St Crois. With thefe the Cardinal endowed the 
Hofpital in the year 1444, adding to them the impro- 
priations of Cruadale, and feveral other Churches of 
his Diocefeand patronage. Mon. Anjg. VoL 2. p. 480. 
teger-book of the Ch. of Winchefter. N^ i. fol. 66. 

■ ** Domus Elemofinaria Nobilis Paupertatis." Le- 
ger-Book of the Church of Winchefter. N^i. fol. 66. 

that 
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that affair upon his hands, he held . a vi-i- 
fitation * of the Hofpital of St. Thomas 
Southwerk ; ftiU proceeding upon the con- 
ftitution of Clement the Vth* Afterward 
he vifited * the Hofpital of Sandon in the 
county of Surry. Whatever irregularities 
he might find there, he met with no re* 
fiftance to his authority. 

At the fame time that Wykeham was 
thus engaged in the refoirjiation of thefe 
charitable inftitutions, he was forming the 
j>Ian of a much more noble and extcnfive 
foundation of his own, and taking his 
meafures for putting it in execution. He 
had long refolved to difpofe of tlie wealth, 
which the Divine Providence had fo abun- 
dantly beftowed upon him, to fome cha- 
ritable ufe and for the public good ; but 
was greatly embarrafTed when he came 
to fix his choice upon fome defign, that 
was like to prove moft beneficial, and leaft 
liable to abufe. He tells us ^ himfelf, that 
upon this occallon he diligently examined 
and confidered the various rules of tl^ 



• Regift. Wykeham, part •3. a. fol. 65^, datc4 Jap. 
II, 1371-2. 

* l^id.fol. 116. 4atcd Nov. 2, 1374, 
» Sutut. Coll. 0x00. & Wiat. 

reli- 
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religious orders, and compared with them 
Ae lives of their fevtral profeiffbrs} but 
was obliged with grief to declare, that 
iie could not any where find that the or- 
dinances of their Founders, according to 
their true defign and intention, were at 
prefent obferved by any of thaou Thig 
r^cfticm affefled him greyly, and inclined 
hitn to take the resolution of diftrlbuting bb 
rlcbes to the poor with hk own hands, ra^ 
tfeer than employ them in eftablifcing a» 
inl^tution, whiqh might become e (bare wA 
Ml occaiioii of guilt to thofe, for whole l>e^ 
nefit it (hould be defigned. After much 
ddiberation, and devout invocatioB of the 
IXvine affiftance, confidermg how greatly 
the number of the Clergy had been of kXb 
reduced by continual wars and frequent 
peftilences ^, he determined at laft to «»- 
^eavour to remedy^ as far as he was able, 

this 



• The great plague, Which r^ed ia Eoglaad for 
Sve mcmtbs oaty in the beginaii\g of the year 1349, is 
tAd by ihe liiftoiiartis to have, fwept away alunofl: ooe 
l^alf of the people, and nine parts out of tea of tbe 
Gkrgy. ft carried off whole faoillies together^ -and 
Idft iione rems^nifl^. In the Hotpkal <^ Saadoo in tbe 
county of Surry, the Matter atid Brethren, every on© 

of 
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this defolation of the Church, by relieving 
poorfcholars in their clerical education^ 
and to eftablifh two Colleges of Students^ 
for the horiour of God and increafe o£ 



of them, died of it. Itegift. Edyngddti, part i. fol. 49^ 
The pSirifli Churches were for the moft part deferted, 
and left vdthout divine fervice : at Oxford the fchools 
were fliuc, and the fcbolars difperfed themfelves or died« 
Afterwaird, out of mere tiecejOGlty, great numbers of il-» 
literjite laymen, who had loft their wives in the plague, 
though they could hardly read, much lefs Udderftand^ 
the common fervice, were admitted into Holy Order&« 
tn 1361^ there was another called the fecond or hefkv 
Plague, which fwept away great numbers of the com- 
jfion people, many of the Nobilityi and feven of the 
Bifhops. Knyghton, Walfingham, Harding's Chro* 
niclc, Harpsfield, Parker, Ant. Wood. There was a 
third Plague in the year 1368. See Wilkins, Cone. 
Mag. Brit. Vol. 3. p. 74. HoUinffled fays there was" 
another in the year 1370, particularly at Oxford. The 
Monk of Evefliam, in the Life of Rich. II. (publKhed 
.by Hearn) fays there was another in the years 1381 
and 1382, which he calls the Fifth Plague. The 
Parliament of 1376, in their remarkable petition 
againft the oppreffions of the Pope, reprefcnted to 
the King, * That fince the good antient cuftoms of 

* Piety and Charity bad been perverted, and Covetouf- 

* nefs and Simony, increafed, the kingdom had bcea 

* fijll of adveriities, as Wars, Peftilence, Famine, Mu* 

* rsun, whereby it was fo much deftroyed, that there 

* was not the third part of the people left.' , See 
Brady^s Appendbc to Hift. of Eng. Vol.11. N*» 100. 
Archbiftiop Iflip gives the fame re^fons for his- founding 
Canterbury Hall in Oxford. See his Statutes in Wil^ 
kins's Cone. Mag, Brit. Vol. 3. p. 5z, 



h^ 
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his worfhip, for the fupport and exalta- 
tion of tb^ Chriflito Faith, and for the 
improvement of the liberal arts^ and fci- 
eaces ^ hoping and trufting, that men of 
letters and various knowledge, and bred 
up in the fear of God, would fee more 
dearly, and attend more ftriftly to the ob- 
ligation lying upon them to obferve the 
rafes and direftions, which he fhould give 
them. Wykeham fams to have come 
to this refolution, and in fome meafure to 
have formed in his mind his general Plan, 
as early as his becoming Bifhop of Win- 
chefter : for we find ', that in little more 
than two years after, he had made pur- 
chafes of feveral parcels of ground in the 
city of Oxford, which make the chief part 
of the fite of his College there. Hi5 Col- 
lege of Wiuchefter, intended as a nurfery 
for that of Oxford, was part of his origi- 
nal plan : for as early as the year 1373, 
before he proceeded any farther ]fi his dc- 
fign for the latter, he eftablifhed a fchool 
at Winchefter, of the fame kind with thp 
former, and for the fame purpofe. H[c 

« Ant, ^ood. Hift. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. p. 128. 
^here he gives a miijiute and particular account of thdk 
porchafcs. 

agreed 
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agreed * with Richard de Herton, that for 
ten years, beginning from Michaelmafe of 
the year above-mentioned, he fhouid di- 
ligently inftru^ in Grammatical Learnings 
as many poor fcholars as the Bilhop fhouid 
fend to him, and no others without his 
leave j that the Bifhop fhouid provide and 
allow him a proper afMants and that 
Herton, in cafe of his own illnefs, or ne- 
ccfTary abfence, fhouid fuflitute a proper 
Matter to fupply his place. 

Wykeham's munificence proceeded al- 
ways from a conftant generous principle, 
z true fpirit of liberality* It was not ow- 
ing to a cafiial impulfe, or a fudden emo- 
tion, but was the efFeft of mature delibe- 
ration and prudent choice. His enjoyment 
of riches confifted in employing them in 
afts of beneficence ; and while they were 
increafing upon him, he was continually 
devifiirg proper means of difpofing of them 
for the good of the public : not delaying ^ 
it till the time of his death, when he could 
keep them no longer ; nor leaving to the 
care of others what he could better exe- 
cute himfelf J but forming his good de*- 

* See Appendix, N« VIL 
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figns early> and as foon as he had the abi« 
lity, putting them in execution, that he 
might have the fatisfadlion of feeing the 
beneficial effefts of them; and that by 
conftant obfervation and due experience 
he might from time to time improve and 
perfeft them, fo as to render them yet 
more beneficial. 
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S E C T I O N IV. 

His troubles in the lafi year of Edward III. 

WHILE Wykeham was purfuing 
thefe generous defigns, and was 
now prepared to carry them into execu- 
tion, he was on a fudden attacked by a 
party formed againft him at court, in fuch 
a manner, as not only obliged him to lay 
them^afidefor the prefent, but might have 
reduced him to an inability of ever rc- 
fuming them. The accounts which are 

given 
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^ven us of this whole afFair by later writers, 
are cither fo falfe, fo imperfcft, or fo con- 
fufed, bodi as to matters of faft and their 
caufes, that in order to clear it up, it will 
be necef&ry, wholly difregarding whatever 
they have advanced without fufficient proofs 
to lay together all the circumftances re- 
lating to it, of which there remains any un- 
doubted teftimony. 

Upon ' the return of the Prince of 
V?^s to England, on account of his de- 
clining ftate of health, in the year 1371, 
the Duke of Lancafter was fent into Aqui- 
taine, and had the chief management of 
the war in France committed to him 5 
which detained him there, for the moft 
part, till the middle of the year 13741 
when a truce bdng made, which was af- 
terward prolonged from time to time, hie 
returned^ and took up his refidenee at the 
Cixirt of England. The King was now de- 
clining, and the Pritice of Wales's cale des- 
perate : thfe Duke therefore, being the next 
furviving, fon of the King, looked upon 
himf^lf SIS the perfon to whom the fole 
nianagement of affairs in the prefent fitua- 

« T* ttnalfiif^iii. Cd)i&$V Life of the Black PripcjC. 
Ha tidti: 
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tion of right belonged. However, he feenK 
not to have had influence enough with the 
King his father to' gain his point, without 
the afliflance of Alice Ferrers, who now 
for fome years had been confidered as the 
King's Miftrefs, and had certainly gotten 
a very great afcendant over him. Taking 
this Lady into his party, and making ufe 
of her power, he * in effedl got into his own 
hands the adminiftration of all affairs : he 
afTumed to himfelf a very extraordinary de- 
gree of authority, and abufed it to many- 
ill purpofes. Tis certain, that both from 
his known ambitious temper, and his be- 
haviour on this occafion, the whole na- 
tion fufpefted, that he carried his views far- 
ther than the prefent power, of which he 
had poflefled himlelf ; and had formed a 
defigri ' of felting afide his young nephew, 
.and feizing the Crown, when the oppor- 

tmiity 

* Walfingham, Parker, &c. 

^ The Duke of Lancaftcr himfelf complained, in 
the firft Parliament of Richard II. that the Commons had 
fpread /uch reports of him, as, if true, amounted to 
open treafon ; *« & que teUles paroles avoient longc- 
«* ment volez parmi le koyaumc fauxement." Rot. Pari. 
I R» 2. Tit. 14. The fame opinion of the Duke of 
Lancafter's defigns feems to have prevailed likcwife ia 
France, See Monach. Evefliam. in Vita Rich. XL Edit. 
H^rn. p.3. In MS. Harlcian. N" 6^17, it is (aid, that the 
:; l Duke 
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tonity fhould offer, which now feemed near 
at hand. 

The Prince of Wales, who knew per- 
feftly well his brother's ambition, and could 
not but obferve the advances which he 
made, w^as alarmed with apprehenfions of 
the danger which threatened his fon. He 
refolved therefore to ufe his utmoft endea- 
vours to obftruft the Duke of Lancafter's 
deiigns, to break the party which he had 
formed at court, and to get all that be- 
longed to it removed from the King's 
perfon. The Parliament, which after two 
years iritermifllon met in the latter end 
of April 1376, gave him a proper oppor- 
tunity of cfFefting all that he propofed. 

Dukeof Lancafier propofed to the Parlament (51. Ed. -?.) 
to deliberate, who ought to fuccced to the Crown after 
Aelate Prince of Wales's fon; and that they (hould 
aiake a law, that no woman fhould be heir to the 
kiDgdom: (fee alfo Parker. Antiq. Brit. Eccl. an. 1376.) 

** For he confydered the old age of the kynge, 

*' and the youth of the princes fonne 3 whom, as it 
" was fayed, he purpofed to poyfen, yf he coulde no 
" otherwyfe come by the kyngdome.*' Chap. 8. Such 
accnfadons are commonly thrown out,, and the pub- 
He arc but too ready to admit the truth of them, on 
the like occalions. However, thefe teftimonies fuffi- 
dently profve, all that is intended to be proved by 
them; that the nation in general had conceived violent 
ibrpidons of the Duke of Lancafler's ill defigns in re- 
2^d to the Succefiion. 

H3 As 
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As ^ foon as the Parliament was opened, 
the Commons, having held a conference 
with the Lords, renewed for three years 
longer the fubfidies granted in the laft Par- 
liament, which were now near the term of 
their expiration ; but defired to be excufed 
making any farther grant, on account of 
the diftrelTes of the times, unlefs any ex- 
traordinary cafe fhould happen^ in which 
they would aid the King to the utmoft of 
their ability. They then petition him, 
that he would be pleafed to augment his 
Council to the number of ten or twelve of 
the chief Lords and Prelates, who ihould 
be continually near his perfon, fb that, 
without the advice and confent of fix, or 
at leaft four of them, no bufinefs fliould 
be concluded. To this requeft, under fome 
refbri£tions, the King gave his aiient : nine 
Lords and Prelates were appointed * i of 

which 

* Rot. Pari. 50. Ed. III. 

s In MS. Harleiaa. N*" 247, fpl 143, is a fragment of 
fome hiftorical notes, the hand and age uncertaio* per* 
haps about 200 years c4d. After having mentioaed 
the complaints in P^M^ament againft Lord LatimeTs 
Alice Perrers, &c. the author proceeds, a9 follows* 

<^ Anno 1376. Diters of the aa]^t^ weot to the 

'' King to perfwade hys^ to ipemoTe them from hi( 
<* councell ; Avhich was done ac[;^ordio0ly>3: iad new^ 
*^ coonfelkrs appointed : who i^rere the archbyfhop of 

«€ Cantor- 
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which number was the Bifliop of Winchef- 
ter : the three great officers of ftate ^cied^ 
I fi:^o&, to theie^ as ufual, fbrtned th^ 
council of twelve, of which hiftorians 
fpeak. 

The Commons moreover, making prd- 
teftations of their due allegiance to the 
King, dedared, that if he had had faith- 
ful CounfeUors and Officers, he could not 
but have been exceeding rich in treafure, 
snd would have been under no neceflity of 
charging his people with fubiidies; confi- 
dering the gteat fums of mofiey, that had 

been 

^ Caiit«i%erye, the bjihopps* of London^ mi Wpi^ 
<« diefter, the esrls of Arundell^ Mafche, ahd StidT- 
<' forde, and thelordeiP^rcye, Brian, and Beauchampe. 
*^ Who having atiAorjrtie by the King put out of the 
" cooncdl the lorrde Latimer, Johne lorde NetiU^ Sir 
'' Richarde Stafforde^ and dafiie AUce Perers, taking 
^ ai otbe of tbo king, that he iholde n^ver liiore' 
** re[ceiTe them into] his com^nye/' "this paflkgd ii 
of hapartstacty as it ftrcmgiy conSnns theaorouiity which 
I hod before gives^ of the political caiife of the perfe- 
<tiide« raifed ag^ tbft Br(lM>p of Winchcfler by thd 
Dike of Lancafter. That tim ^^ter had good atkho- 
iSty for the lift wfcich he f^t^ of the Conricil ap- 
. ^dtatai by petition Of Parliancc»it, cdnifipt well be doubt- 
el. it Mffcwts xlfb from hence, that Lord Petcy, dtiring 
dUs Parifitflient^ w«s one of the Dtrke of Lancafter's op- 
pofera s he wait fiQk)n after gaSnted over to his intereA ; 
ftohMf by means of the ftafF of oiarflial of England 
ediferred nfott hifii. Thit conj^Aure likewife I fince 
jnd fully coDfirmed by M& Itolrian. N» 6t 1 7. The 
H 4 author 
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been brought into the kingdom, by the 
ranfoms of the Kings of France and Scot- 
land, and of other priloners and coun- 
tries. They demand therefore, that the 
frauds and extortions of certain private 
perfons about the King, and others of 
their confederacy, may be ftri6Uy inquired 
into : of which they make a particular de- 
claration under three heads; Firft, of fuch 
private perfons about the King, and their 
confederates, as procured ftaple-ware and 

thor fays, " That the lorde Percye was one on the 

** knyghtes parte, and at the fyrfte had a burnyng 

*' defyre to apprehend the traytours of the realme ; and 
*^ and Iwolde to God he had contyhued in thefayme 
** unto the end.'* Chap. 4. And after having told, 
*' how the carle of Marfhe fliunned the craftye de- 
** ceites of the Duke of Lancafter,'* by giving up his* 
marlhalfliip ; he adds, " The Duke, rejofynge that he 
" myght with -fome honour rewarde SyrHenrye Percye,* 
*• prefently gave unto hym the rodd, and maid hym^ 
** marfhall of England; and by this meanes yt ys 
** playne, that the fayed Syr Henrye Percye hdth alwayes 
*' joyned faft to the Duke, and hys councells ; where- 
<* for notwithftandynge, he hath a longe tyme incurred 
*' as great hatred of the whoale comunaltye, as he 
** hath gotten favour and love of the Duke, and that 
*« whiche he.beleaved was an ineftimable profett and 
" commodytye and iholdc be an infynyte glorye he 
«* perceaved to be the bcgynnynge of all mylcheyfe & 
** evill againft hym, and fodenly to brynge hym perpe-» 
♦* tual ignomynye ; for he loft, as ys layed, hys con- 
•* fcyence and hys good name with the people of the 
♦* irhoal^ realme/' phap. 16. 

bullion 
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ballion to be conveyed to other places than 
Calais, for their own profit, and to the 
great detriment of the King and Kingdom. 
Secondly, of fuch as by confent and con- 
trivance of the faid perfons about the King, 
made agreement for divers fums of money 
for the King's ufe upon ufury, making 
him pay much higher intereft than they 
bargained for. Thirdly, of fuch as in con- 
federacy with the fame perfons, bargained 
with the King's creditors for the tenth, 
twentieth, or hundredth penny, and then 
procured the King to pay the whole debt, 
for their own profit, and to the defraud- 
ing both of the King and of his creditors. 
Upon thefe and fome other articles many 
perfons were impeached and convifted: 
the principal of whom were the Lord La- 
timer, then Lord Chamberlain, who ^ had 
the greatelt fliare of the Duke of LancaC- 
ter's friendlhip and confidence, and Alice 
Ferrers. Latimer was imprifoned and 
fined, and rendered incapable of bearing 
any office under the King. Alice Ferrers 
was banifhed from Court, and an ordi- 
nance made with particular refpeft to her, 

• Parker. 

That 
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That no woman, cfpccially Alice Ferrers, 
fhould follidte or profecute any bufinefe in 
the King's Courts by way of maintenance, 
on pain of forfeiture and banifliment out 
of the kingdom. And Hiftorians ^ affirm, 
that the Duke of Lancafter himfelf was 
with the reft removed from about the 
King's perfon, in confequence of thcfe re- 
monftrances of Parliament;, which were 
very well underftood to be aimed at him, 
as they included his chief friends and de- 
pendents; though out of regard to his high 
quality, or dread of his pov^r, no one 
ventured perfonally to attack him, or ex- 
prefsly to mention his name upon the oc- 
cafion. 

The whole management and condudl 
of this profecution was undertaken, in the 
houfe of Commons, by Sir Peter de la Mare ; 
and it w^ carried on by him, not only 
with great fpirit and zeal, but witli lingu- 
lar abilities and eloquence. He was a 
Knight of Herefordfliire, and waa* Steward 
to Edmund Mortimer Earl of March. The 
Earl of March had married Philippa, only 

7 Walfingham, &c. » Stow. MS. Harlcian. 

N<* 6217. Chap. 16. 

chUd 
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ckiU of Liond Duke of Clarence, the 
Duke of Laiurafter's elder brother; and 
confequendy his wife Philippa, or after 
her his cldcft fbn by her, was indifputaWy 
next heir to the Crown after young Richard. 
Ifis iitnation therefoie in the prefent junc- 
ture was nearly the fame with that of the 
ftince of Wales, and he was propoitionably 
concerped to fecufe the rights of his own 
family againft the fufpe6led defigns of the 
Duke of Lancaften So that the chief end 
and principal aim of this profecution, tho* 
not exprefsly declared in Parliament, yet 
couid not but be fufSciently underftood by 
the whole nation, from its being favoured 
by the Prince of Wales and his friends, and 
its being moved and conducted by a friend 
and dependent of the Earl of March. And 
the caufe wa? fo popular, and the feverity, 
which the Parliament excrcifed againft all of 
the Duke of Lancafter's party, fo agreeable 
to the knk of the whole nation, that thi$ 
Parliament was afterward diftinguifhed by 
the name of the 'Good Parliamoit. 

On the 8th of June, before the Parlia- 
ment h^d finilhed its feflion, died the Prince 



Walfingbam. 

of 
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of Wales i one of the greatcft heroes, and 
the moft truly deferving of that name, that 
ever this, or any other nation produced ^ 
, and what is more, the beft and moft ami- 
able of men. He had always had ' a great 
regard for the Biftiop of Winchefter, who 
was zealoufly attached to his fervicc : and he 
now gave him an indubitable teftimony of 
his efteem and affeftion, by appointing him 
one * of the executors of his WilK The Bi- 
fliop j-eceived fome years afterwards the ' 
fame mark of confidence from his worthy 
confort the Princefs Dowager of Wales, with 
particular expreffions of the friendfhip and 
aflfedionate regard, which (he bore towards 
him. The Prince of Wales's will was figned 

• ** Ncc non rcvolventcs oculos mentis noftrae— 
** ad magQum locum quem [idem Epifcopus Wynton.J 
** praefato Domino & Patri noftro in fuis agendis di- 
•* verfimode tenult, & ad fpecialem afFcftionem & fin- 
*' ceram dile^ionem, quas idem pater nofter erga prss- 
<' fatum Epifcopum geiCt & habuit, dum ageret in 

" hnmanis." Ciaufe in the pardon granted to 

Wykcham by Richard 11. Rymer, Feed. Vol. 7th. 
p. 163. 

» Re^ft. Sudbury. F0I.91. 

3 Regift. Courtney. Fol. 214.—— " Venerabiles in 
^^ Chrifto patres 8c Amicos meos carii&mos dominos 
*' Robertum Confanguineum meum Dei gratia London. 
** & Wiihehnum eadem grada Wynton. Epifc. &c.** 
Dated Aug. 7th, 1385. 

only 
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only the day before he died ; from which 
circumftance we may conclude, that tho* 
the Prince had been long fenfible that he 
was drawing near his end, yet he was not 
altogether in a dying condition, nor fo far 
difabled, but that he could attend to the 
motions and proceeding of the Parliament, 
who in their oppofition to the Duke of 
Lancafter and his party afted all along * 

in 

♦ WalfiDgham. An Author, who probably wrote 
before WalfiDgham, fays likewife the fame thing. He 
gives the following account of the tranfaflions of this 
Parliament. *^ In principio menfis Mail fecit Rex Ed- 
*' wardus maximum Parliamentum apud Weftmonaft. 
*^ celebrariy in quo more folito a communitate quod- 
** dam fubfidium petiit fibi concedi pro defenfione fui 
** & regni. £t commnnitas refpondit, coddle eos fore 
** talibus exadionibus aggravatos, nee tale onus diu 
^ pofle ferre dicebant. Nam liquide eis condabat 
•* regem pro defenfione regni & fui fuflScienter habere, 
*' fi regnum foret bene & fideliter gubernatum. Sed 
" quamdiu tale regimen per malos ofHciarios in regno 
** haberetur, nequaquam copia rerum aut divitiis pof- 
** fit habundare. Hxc itaque & alia fe ofFerebant cer* 
** tiffime probaturos. Et fi poft probationem hujuf- 
'* modi repertum eflet Regem ulterius indigere, ipfum 
** libenter juxta eorum facultates juvarent. Poftea 
** Tero publicata fuerunt multa mala de Duce Lan- 
** caftriac & de diverfis aliis officiariis regi jugiter af- 
*' fiftentibus, & potiffime de Domino de Latymer ip- 
*< fius Camerario, fuper peffima gubematione regis & 
'< regni. Tandem de quadam Alicia Peres Inibi mul- 
'* turn tra^abatttr fuper ejus maleficiis quse per earn 
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in conjun6tioi> with him, and were fup- 
ported by his credit and authority. Tho' 
the Prince lived not to fee the conclufion 
of the Parliament, yet his friends fufficL- 
ently fecui'ed for him the point, which he 
had principally aimed at: for upon his 

death 



** & ejvis feutorcs ubique in regno fiebant. Rex enini 
** earn per multa tempera tenuerat concubinam, unde 
*'' Tiberius potuiflet, feminea fragilitate penfata, ad tain 
** inania 8c nepharia declinare. Idcirco omnes tales 
*« regni'oommunitas.fetiit amoverik & viros- nobiies ap- 
«< probates fapientes 8c valentesr loco eorum proitide 
** fabrogari. £rat Qasn(|ue inter illos de communLtate 
*^ quidam miles fapiens verax & facundus nomine Pe- 
^ trus Delamare,. in cuju£ ore omnium pendebat feii» 
** tentia.: hie vero qpia contra di^tam Aliciam & qpof^ 
^^ dam alios de confilio Regis qnasdam enormia veraci- 
<* tei* in publicum- deduxiflet, multum confident ia 
*' hac materia de fupportatione 8c iavore Domini PriiK 
V cipis : fed eodto poft mortuo ad inflantiam prasfatee 
*V mulieriB apud Nottingham.perpetuo carceri adju^Bca- 
" tur/' Cbronicon. AngliaB ad Heni IV. MS. Lambeth. 
^^ 34P« ^' ^nd that tyqie (fayfi another antient writer) 
** the corny ns had chofen a wurthy Knight and a wife 
** xlepid Sir Peris Dalamarc Spekerof theParlemedlfor 
*' the comynsy which Peri^ told and publLSiid tb« trouth 
^^ and reherfed many wronges ageynes the Ibrfaid Alice 
** andbthir certeyne.perfona6 of tbeXingis^couafiulaes he 
/' was. bedde^ by.the compns. And h&fugpofid.to have 
*' benmayntened by the Prince." Chronicle^pfEoG^odt 
to Hen, VI. MS. Lambeth, N*> 6; The^Dufceof Lancaf- 
t^n's friends represent to him,>' what hdipes^jieKoj^fees 
*^ have toundeffhore them-; forthey, have die faxFonraftd 
V Ipv^of the lordes, and fpedally of*theU)rd9£dwiaitle 

<« prince 
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death the Commons^ immediately petitioned 
the King, tha^ Richard of Bourdeaux, his 
Ton, might bft brought into Parliament, that 
they might kp and honour him as heir ap- 
parent of the Kingdom ; and they farther 
petitioned, together with the Lords, that 
he might be declared Prince of Walesa: 
with both which requefts the King very 
readUy compHed. 

The Parliament * was no fboner difmif- 
fed in the begiiming of July, than all their 
vigorous proceedings and decrees againit 
the delinquewts fell to the ground, for 
want of that autiiority to fupport them, by 
which they had been hitherto carried on. 
The. Dj^ke of Lancafter, now no longer 
]:efii;ained by refpedi of the great Prince 
of W4^s, or of the Parliament, returned 
iraxm^diately to court,, and reafTumed tlte 
adoiiniftration. of affairs : and with him 
returnfed, the Lord Latimer, Alice Perrers, 

*' prince your brother, who gyvethxthem hys coimiayle 
«< ipd^ aid6 efrcftuallye/' MS. Harleian. N*> 67.17. 
Chap, 1/ The fapie author fays afterwards, *' that the 
'* I)[u^e^i fcaryjngc thqmajeftye of the Prince, whom l\c 
*f knfw tis^ favour the people aud knyghte^, with judl* 
^ ' d^' fi^nt^nce depjryyed the lorde. Latyjner ofhjs 
*• otfse>' Chip. 5, 

* ih>t. Pari. 50. Ed. 3. tit. 40. 

• Walfingham, &c. MS. Harleian, H^ 6217. 

. .. and 
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arid the reft, that had been for ever l)amflied 
from the King's prefence. They in a man- 
ner took pofleffion again of the King, who 
lay at Eltham, oppreffed at once with age, 
grief, and ficknefs, and utterly unable to 
withftand their importunity. They pro- 
cuj^'ed the council of twelve, which had 
been appointed by petition of the Com- 
mons in parliament, to be difcharged. In 
a word, they faw themfelves in a condition, 
not only to maintain their ground, but 
to wreak their vengeance on their enemies. 
They began with Sir Peter de la Mare, who 
had been the fii ft mover and chief conductor 
of the petition and proceedings againft 
them in the late parliament, and by an ex- 
traordinary act of power, ^ got him coni- 
mitted prifoner to the caftle of Notting- 
ham. His patron the Earl of March was 
confidered as the real author and pro- 
moter of every thing that he had done, 

; ^ •« Whom" (fays the author of MS. Harieiab. Nf 
6217, Chap. 14.) " without any anfweare againft a)l 
*' juftyce they fent to the caftle of Newercke," th6re Xo 
" be comytted i:o pryfon : and there were that fayo^, 
'* that the Duke gave commaundment to behead liym jya 
" the next wood ;*and fo he fliolde have bene, hadQOt 
«* Syr Henrye Percye perfuaded the Duke to the con- 
" trarye." ^ ^. 

and 
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and foon received an intimation of the dif- 
pleafure: that was conceived agairift hipi. 
Orders ' were ient to him by the Dufce of 
Lancafterj in the King's name,^ to go and 
furvey the Caftle, Town, and Marches of 
Galais; He faw that this commiflion was 
defigned only to remove him out of the 
wayi and perhaps to bring him into dif- 
ficultiesi of which advantage might be taken 
againifl: him : he therefore declined the of- 
fice, at the fame time refigning his Staff 
of Marlhal of England ; which the Duke 
immediately conferred upon the Lord Percy* 
The Bifhop of Winchefter was another 
principal obje6l of their refentment. 'Tis 
not to be doubted, but that upon this fig- 
nal occafion he had ftedfaftly adhered to 
the intereft of his great friend and patron 
the Prince of Wales ; and at the fame time 
to the interefts of the King, his kind maf- 
ter and generous benefadlor; and to the 
interefts of the public j which were indeed 
ail equally concerned in the fecurity of the 
lineal fucceffion : and moft probably he had 
a£led with fo open aijd unreferved a zeal 
in this jiift and impdrtant caufe, as could 

• Stow. MS. Harkiaa.k^ 6;2ii7- ehap;i6i . 

i tot 



114 THE LIFE OF 

not but give offence to the Duke of Lan- 
cafter. The Duke was, in cffe6l, moff 
highly incenfed againft him>and determined 
to make him feel the whole weight of his 
rcfentment, and the full force of his powen 
However, he could not attempt to opprefs 
a Prelate in an arbitrary way, and without 
any colour of law, as he had afted with re- 
gard to Sir Peter de la Mare ; he therefore 
procured articles of accufation to be brought 
againft the Biflioj^ by ^ certain perfons 
whofe names are not tranfinitted down ta 
us, for (fivers crimes committed by hini 
during his adminiftration of affairs r thefe 
'were exhibited againft him about the be- 
ginning of the next Michaelmas terms and 
are in fubftance as follows \ 

I. That after the peace was made with 
France, the Bifhop of Winchefter had the 
difpofal and management of all the King's 
revenues, both at home and beyond fea, 
with all the fobfidies granted by Parlia- 
ment, and the fiims received for the ran- 
fbms of 4he iCing of France, of the country 

» *< Cum Epifco^. Wyntoq. ex informatrone 

quofundam iiapofiti fuiffent articuli fubfequcnce*^,"— -» 
Rymer, F(»d. Vol. 7th. p. i^3& i6& 

* Ibid. p. 13 2» 1 48, 163, i6tt. 

^ Ibid p. 163, &c, 

of 
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bf fiurgundy^ and of the King of Scotland : 
which receipts, reckoning for eight years, 
during the whole time that Simon Lang- 
hara late Archbifhop of Canterbury, and 
John BarnetBifliop of Ely, were treafurers 
of England, (namely, from the 26th day 
of November 136 1, to the year 1369) 
amount to 1,1 69,600 1, fterling; befides 
Xoojdoo francs received froni Galeazzo 
Duke of Milan, and all the King's goods ; 
which for the moft part have not been 
applied to the profit of the Kirtg and King- 
dom* And wnen the ^ace hiad lafted fen 
years, and the fecond war began, the King*s 
treafury was found almoft empty, and the 
King in great ftreights was forced t6 bur- 
then his fub]e6ls with fubfidies and loans : 
and all this was owing to the bad manage- 
ment of the faid Bilhop. 

2. That the faid Bifhop, without regard 
to God, or equity, pr the laws of the 
Tcalm, caufed Matthew de Gourney, Tho- 
mas Fog, John Seyntlowe, EXegory Lees, 
Robert D'Eues, and many others, who in 
the King^s wars had behaved we|l againfl; 
the enemy, to be fineciTVand ranfomed, to 
the ineftimable damage of the King and 
Kingdom, in that all the foldiers, whea 
I a they 
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they heard of this mifprifion, entered intd 
companies, and made war in France, 
which occafioned the renewing of the war, 
and other bad confequences. 

3* That the faid Bifliop beifig Keeper of 
the Privy Seal, Chief of the Privy Council, 
and Governor of the Great Council, caufed 
the hoftages of the King of France, and 
particularly the Dukes of Orleans, Berry, 
Anjou, and Bourbon, and many others, 
to be releafed and fet at liberty, for his 
own profit ', tho' the late Prince of Wales 
had often written, both to the King and 
to the faid Bifhop, to have them kept care- 
fully and fecurely ; which if it had been 
done, the war would not have happened. 

4. That when the Governors of Pon:- 
thieu had given timely notice of the nei- 
ceflity of fending fuccours into that court* 
try to prevent the lofs of it, the faid Bifhop 
put off the meffengers with words, and 
took no care about it ; fo that by his ne- 
gligence, in not ordering a proper remedy, 
that country was loft. 

5. That in the year 1369, John the fon 
of John Boulewas, having been guilty of 
acquiring lands without licence, was fined 
in iQO I. to the King for his pardon : anc^ 

the 
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the faid Bifliop caufed the fine to be leffened 
by 2a 1. as appears by the memorandum of 
its enrollmient/ 

6. that it having appeared by an in* 
quifition, that John de Kirketon had in- 
truded himfelf into the <:aftle of Tatefliale, 
the manor 6f Tdmby, and other lands, 
of which John de Dryby died poflefled, 
suid had held the faid caftle and lands for 
fo long time, that the rents and profits of 
them amounted to above 8,000 marks, 
which ought to have been placed to the 
King's account, as the faid caftle was held 
of him in chief; the faid Bifhop caufed the 
King to remit all the faid rents and pro-, 
fits, for his own private' advantage, with- 
out taking or receiving any thing on that 
account from the faid John de Kirketon for 
the King*s benefit. 

7* That when John de Barnet Bifhop 
df Ely was treafurer of England, the faid 
Bifhop of Winchefter, by his own autho- 
rity, and without warrant, caufed to be 
taken out of the King's treafury the fum of 
10,000 marks for buying of the King's Tal^ 
lies, as he affirmed j v«^hich fum remained 
in his hands two years and more, and then 
he returned into the treafury for the fai(| 

I 3 fuTOai, 
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ever, a few obfervations may fcrve, in a 
good meafure, to explain, and fliew the de- 
fign and force of the moft important of 
them* 

I. The firfl: article is, in efFeft, the very 
fame that was contained in the declaration 
of the Commons in the laft Parliament, and 
was directed againft the Duke of Lancafter 
and his party. The particular abufes were 
then inquired into, and feveral of that party 
impeached and convidled, to the general 
fatisfadion of the nation. The fame party, 
now in power again, transfer the charge, 
in general terms, from themfelves to the 
Biihop of Winchefter. 

Befides the unreafonablenefs of charging 
him with the grofs fum of the whole pub- 
lic revenue of the King and Kingdom 
for fo many years, and even for fome time 
before he had borne any office in the ftate; 
it appears from the article itfelf, that Wyke- 
ham v/as not properly the perfon refpon- 
fible for it. ' He never was Treafurer of 
Englapd, tho' it has been affirmed by fo 
many authors. Langham and Barnet, fuc- 
ceffively treafurers during the time in qucf- 
tion, were not creatures of his, nor in 
any wife dependent upon him \ but per** 
I 4 font 
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fons of great age and authority before he 
came into any power at court -, nor is it 
likely, that they fhould abfolutely and im-r 
plicitly fu^njit themfelvjss tp him, in the 
execution of fo important an office, (o^ 
which they, thenjfelve? were folely account- 
able. , And Barnet w^s ftiU living to an- 
fwer for himfelf. Neither is it ^t all to be 
wondered, that by an expenfive and ruin- 
ous foreign war of above twenty years conr- 
tinuance, the nation was fo exhaufted, and 
•the King fo overwhelmed with debt, as 
not to be ^ble tp recoyer themfelves in an 
unfettled and imperfeft peace of nine years ^ 
for it vvas no more, eyeh the war of Brit- 
tany, and the Prince of Wales's expeditior^ ^ 
into Spain, being reckoned as nothing in 
the account. • 

2. It is hard to fay wh^t is the crim^ 
with which the Bifhop is charged in the 
fccond article : nothing more appears from 
it, than that he had either by his influ- 
ence, or in the regular courfe of his office, 
caufed the perfons therein mentioned to be 
puniihed and fined ; not furely for their 
good behaviour and fervices in the wars, 
but, as we may well be allowed to fuppofe, 
for fome mifdemeanour. It is granted, 

that 
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that thefe gentlemen behaved well in thd 
wars; but did they behave as well in tim^ 
of trute or peace ? 0f the firft of them. 
Sir Matthew Gourney, it appears \ th^t, 
contrary to the exprefs conjmand of the 
King his m^ftpr, he followed Bertrand de 
Guefclin into Spain, in thefervice of Hen- 
ry the Baftard, in the year 1366 ; and of 
the fecpnd. Sir Thomas Fog, that*during| 
the trifce of Bourdeaux, he tn^dt an expe- 
dition under the <:onjmahd of the famous 
Sir Robert KnoUes, who was at this time 
no other than an arrant freebooter. KnoUes 
jvasaftually outlawed upon this occafion: 
after the triace was expired, he procured ^ 
indeed the King's pardon, but not without 
great fubmiffions to his Majefty, and pre^ 
Tents fent to the Prince of Wales and his 
brothers. ^ Fog muft have been in the fame 
fituation ; and fo came under the defcrip- 
tion, which the King in his anfwer to the 
remonftrance? of the coqrt of France gave 

« Bajnes, Hift. of pd. 3d. p. 675. See Rym.Foed. 
Vol.6, p. 481. 

* See Barnes, p. 562. Holliiigfhed, VqI. 3. p, 39^^ 
Walfirigham, Hyp. Neuftria, ad an. 1358. Caxton, 
Appendix. Polychron. p. 317. 

^ Knighton. Col. 2620. 
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pf thf fe adventurers^ * that they were per-- 
fom outlawed, murderers and robbers, ^e- 
iinf^uents againft the laws of his realm ^ 
and, out of his protection. Such were two 
of thefe Gentlemen; and if we confider, bow 
common thefe practices were at this tinie^ 
and wbat numbers of difbahded officers pur- 
fued the fame methods of making their for-r 
tunesy it will not appear improbable^ that 
rtic others here mentioned were offenders 
in the fame way, and were defcrvedly pu*^ 
lixfkcd for their lawlefs behaviour. Bat 
wbateycr their cafe was* it is not cafy to 
fee. how their puniihment, as is alledged it% 
thjC article, could be the occafion of the 
^uldiers entering into the Companies, and 
the caufe of the war'a being renewed : nor is 
it poffible to conceive, how either of thefe 
?Yent5 could, in any way, even indircftly 
and. by confequence, be charged on the Bi* 
ihop of Wincheiler. Indeed nothing caa 
^'more certain and notorious, than that 
both the rifing of the companies in France,, 
and the renewing of the war, were owing 
to far other caufes, and fuch as could not 
hate any rdatiofi to himi or be within the 

« I))id. Col. a6i8< 

reach 
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reach of his influence. The ^ rifing of the 
companies is to be dated a$ early as tlie truce 
of Bowrdeaux in the year i357r A few 
parties of this kind then formed themfelves, 
and made fomp eflays in their trade. But 
after the peace of Bretigpy, they foon grew 
into regular bodies of men^ and even fqr^ 
jnidable armies. They were made up of 
diibanded fouldiers of different nations^ an4 
iwerc prompted by no other motive, thaii 
their own lawlefs delires of enriching them^ 
felvcs by plunder and rapine. They roaintain-r 
ed themfelves a long time by ravaging the 
whole coimtry, and the only effeQual mc-t 
thod, that Fraive eould take of getting rid 
of them, was to find them employment 
dfewhere. The Prince of Wales at laft 
took twelve thoufand of them into his fo*^ 
vice for his Spanifh expeditiout Don Pedro 
was no fooner reftored by him to tho 
throne of Caitile, than he forgot all his 
engagements, and left him and his army 
in the utmoft diftrefs, without money or 
provifipns- The Prince was forced to melt 
down all his plate to fupply his immediate 
pccafions, Six thoufand men of the com-« 

< FroUTart, Vol. i. chap. 214, 215^ 244, 246, Ws^K 

paniea 
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panics returned with him to Guicnne, 
where, for want of pay, they betook theni:-' 
fehres to their old way of fabfifting on 
plunder. The Prince had influence enough 
over them, to prevail with them to quit 
his dominions ; upon which they felf 
tipon the neighbouring province? of France* 
Great arrears were likewife due to his other 
troops, which obliged him to impofe new 
taxes on his fubjcds of Guienne, whicd 
occafioned their revolt. Such was the oc-^ 
cafion of the laft rifing of the companies ^ 
and fuch >yas the immediate caufe of the 
renewing of the war with Fran(;e. 

2. The third article is wholly founded 
on the Duke of Bourbon's application to 
the Pope on Wykeham's behalf, an account 
of which has been already given. As to 
the reft of the Hoftages, the rpader may 
find an exa£l account of their releale, col- 
lefted by Rapin from the Records publifhed 
by Rymer, in which it does npt appear 
that Wykeham had the leaft concern. As 
^ to thofe here mentioned in particular, the 
Duke of Orleans obtained his liberty by 
ipeding certain lands in Poitou to Thomas 

P * Rym. Feed. Vol. 6. p. 467. Froiflart, V9I. 1 . chajv 
^18 an^ 249. 

9f 
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of Woodftock, one of the King's fons. The 
bukes of Arijou and Beriy bafely abufed 
Ihe King's gerierofity and indulgence; the 
firft made his efcape from Calais, and the 
other, having obtained leave of abfcncc 
for one year, never returned ; nor did they 
ever make the leaft fatisfa^tion for this in- 
famous breach of their oath and honoui". 

4. The ^ furprifing of Ponthieu by the 
French was an event . quite uhexpe6led by 
Edward III. The firft intimation, which 
he had of their defign, was given him 
while the King of France^s Ambafladors 
were amufing him with deceitful prefents 
and empty propofals. He immediately or- 
dered the Lords Percy and Nevil, and Sir 
William Wyndefore, to go thither with 
all expedition, with three hundred men at 
arms and one thoufand archers. * They 
had gotten as far as Dover, and were ready 
to embark; when news came, that the 
French had taken the City of Abbeville, as 
was determined before by private agreement 
between them and the inhabitants, who 
opened their gates to them. The fame 
day they made themfelves mafters of the 

^ Froiflart, V<J. i. chap. 251, 152. Walfingham. 
Barnes, p. 737, &c. 

reft 
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reft of the towns of Poiithieu, and fo the 
whole country was loft at once. The whole 
circtimftances of this affair put it beyond 
all doubts that there was really no ftegled\: 
in fending fuccours to Ponthieu^ upon the 
firft notice of the defigns of the French, 
(thargeable upon any one> much lefs upon 
the Bifiiop of Winchcfter. 

5, and 6. Thefe.feem to be nothing 
more than common inftances of the King's 
generofity, perverted into articles of ac- 
cufation againft the Bifhop, and are in 
themfelves of no great importance* 

J. The fcventh article may perhapi re- 
quire fome explanation* Thefe Tallies 
Were receipts or fecurities given to the 
jKing^s Creditors for Sums of money bor- 
rowed. The treafury was fo exhaufted by 
the wars, and the King's credit fo low, 
that the Creditors at laft ibid their Tallies, 
or fecurities for the fums owed to them, at 
great difcoimt. The Biffiop is charged 
with having bought up the King's debts 
with the King^s money, and for his profiti 
at a difcount of "j^ per cent, or for one 
fourtli i and with not having returned the 
whole profit to the treafury. As to the 
faft.itfelf, and the circumftances of it, no^ 

thing 
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thing can novf he faid ; but this charge 
plainly ap|)ears to have been defigned as a 
recrimination wport the JBifltop, with re- 
fpc£t to the third article of inquiry, exhi^- 
bited by ^e Conjmons in the lute Fariia- - 
ment. 

8 Whether this laft article was at firft 
exhilHted againfl: Wykeham, together with 
the foregoing, or was produced afterward, 
when the former were found deficient in 
proof, it do^ qot appear. The foregoing 
articles ' and this are found Separate the 
OM from the other, and in two diftinA 
patents of pardon : the firft containing a 
remiflion and full acquittal of the feven 
firft articles, of which no proof had ever 
been made, and upon which no judgement 
was ever given againft him;^ the fecond 
reciting the laft article only, upon which 
fofely and feparately judgement had been 
given, that his temporalties fhould be feized 
into the hands of the King, and remit- 
ting all the penalties and the confequen^ 
ces of this judgement. This, however, 
we may with certainty conclude, that the - 
firft feven articles were dropped, and came 

■ Sec RjtxB^dt^K Yol. 7. p. 163 and r68, , 

7 to 
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to nothings a$ unfupported by any proo^ 
or evidencci His temporalties were ad- 
judged to be feized into the King's hands,' 
folely upon the charge contained in the laft 
Article. So that this mighty atcufation,* 
which fet out with a charge of above a mil- 
Eon, -fbon dwindled into a bufinfefs of forty 
pounds. Upon which article I (hall only 
obferve, that the whole tianfa^lion feems 
to have been carried on openly^ and with- 
out any endeavour to keep it a fecret $ that 
the Chancellor is not charged with having 
made any profit to himfelf from it, the 
whole fum refunded having been paid to 
the Lord Grey 5 and that all that appears 
to be exceptionable in his conduft is the 
feeming irregularity of the proceeding, of 
which, we may prefume^ his enemies tools 
their advantage. 

The Bifliop of Winchefter ^ was heard 
upon thefe articles before a certain num- 
ber of Bifhops and Lords, and others of 
the Privy Council, affigned by the King 
for this purpofe, about the middle of No- 
vember. And in confequence of the 
judgement given by them upon the laft ar^ 

• Se© Rym. Feed. Vol 7. p. 132/ l^ 

tick 
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tide alone, as I have juft now mentioned. 
Writs ] were iflued from the Exchequer, 
dated the 17th of the fame month, to the 
Sheriffs pf the feveral counties concerned, 
ordering .them to feize into the King's 
hands the Temporalties of the Biflioprick 
of Winchefter. The Bifhop * was ordered 
to attend again at Weftminfter, for a far- 
ther examination on January the 20th 
following: but this was afterwards pro- 
rogued to an uncertain day, at the King's 
pleafure J nor was he ever after brpught to 
a hearing on this occafion. 
- The feizing the Temporalties was no 
uncommon mark of the Kings difpleafure, 
in cafes where a prelate had offended him, 
the' he was not regularly convided of 
any crime or mifdemeanour* Nothing 
more, perhaps, was meant in the prefent 
cafe, by the determination of the Lords 
of the Council. To mortify the Bifhop 
ftill farther, he ' was forbidden, in the 
King's name, to come within twenty miles 

* MS. Rym. R. 2. Vol. r. N« 22. from Rot. Clauf. 
I. R. 2. pars unica. M. 20. 

* See Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 132. 

3 Parker, &C4 By the Duke of Lancafter in the. 
King's name; fays the author of MS, Harleian,N° 6217. 
Chap. 15. 

K of 
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of the Court. It may be queftIoned> 
* whether the King had any knowledge of 
this prohibition in which his name was 
made ufe of; however, all agree that the 
Duke of Lancafter was the real author 
of it. 

The Bifhop received this prohibition 
about the middle of December, and upon 
it immediately left ^ his palace at South- 
wark. He ^ retired to the Monaftery of 
Merton, where, for the moft part, he 
continued during the next month j and af- 
terwards he pafled fome time in the Abby 
of Wavcrly near Farnham. I find ^ indeed 
that he was at Southwark again on the 4th 
of January, but he made no ftay there at 
all. Poffibly he might have leave to go 
thither, in order to make fome neceflary 
preparation for his defence at his fecond 
hearing : for it was not till three or four 
days after this, that he received the King's 

^ This doubt feems to be infinuated by the Convo- 
cation in their petition in behalf of the Bifhop of Win- 
chefter; ** Defenduz lui feuft, come depar notre Seig- 

** neur le Roy, len luy difoit," the whole of which 

fee below. 

s Some time between the nth and 19th of -Decem- 
ber. Regift. Wykeham. 

^ Regift. Wykeham. 

7 Ibid, part i.foi. 80. 

letters. 
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letters, by which it was prorogued to a 
farther day. 

In this fituation were the Bifhop of 
"Winchefter's affairs, when the Parliament 
was opened on the 27th of January. His 
great adverfary the Duke of Lancafter had 
re-eftabliftied his power at court beyond 
all oppofition, and had fo effeftually ex- 
erted it in protecting his friends and op- 
preffing his enemies, that the Parliament, 
defirous of gaining his favour, or afraid of 
incurring his difpleafure, met in general 
ready to comply with him in all his mea- 
fures, and prepared to aft as he fhould 
dire£t them. The whole proceedings there- 
fore of this Parliament tended * to reverfe 
and difanull all that had been done in op- 
pofition to the Duke and his party in the 
laft. It is affirmed, ^ that the Duke of Lan- 
cafter had procured the members of this 
Parliament to be elefted at his pleafure, 
and almoft all thofe, that had oppofed him 
in the laft Parliament, to be excluded : 
that Sir Thomas Hungerford, chofen 
Speaker of this Parliament, and the firft 
upon record in that office, was an inti- 

• WalfiDgham. ^ Stow. & MS. Harleian, N^ 6217. 
Chap. 19, 

K 2 mate 
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mate friend of the Duke's, and his Steward : 
that a few of Sir Peter de la Mare's 
friends, who, notwithftanding the Duke 
of Lancafter's influence exerted againft 
them, were returned to this Parliament, 
ufed their utmoft endeavours, that he might 
be allowed to give his anfwer to the mat- 
ters laid to his charge, but could not pre- 
vail : and that when one of them in par- 
ticular ftill urged this motion, he was fi- 
Tenced with threats, that it might coft him 
his life, if he perfifted in it. 

The Commons ' having granted the fub- 
fidies, petitioned the King, that in confide- 
ration of the year of his Jubilee, the Fiftieth 
of his reign jufl: now completed, he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to grant an a6t of gene- 
ral pardon to his fubjeds of all crimes 
committed before the beginning, of the faid 
year, as he had done at the Fiftieth year 

. of his age. To this petition the King gave 
his confent. The only perfon excepted out 
of this general pardon was the Bifliop of 

' Winchefter, in the following words of the 
.Statute :, " But always it is the Kynge's 
" mind, that Sir ' William Wykeham By- 

" fhop 

' Rot. Pari. 51. Ed. m. 

* A common title given formerly to Clergymen of 

alt 
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** (hop of Wynchefter fhall nothing enjoyc 
** of the faid graces, graunts, and pardons, 
*^ nor in no wife be comprifed within the 
« fame 'J' 

The Duke of Lancafter having procured 
the Bifhop 6f Winchefter to be particu- 
larly excepted out of the Ad: of Grace, 
was no Jcfs careful to fecure his friends, 
who had been condemned in the lalt Parha- 
ment, by particular a6ls of pardon granted 
to each by the King upon petitions of the 
Commons. The Lord Latimer's pardon 

he 

,ail degrees. See Rym. Feed. Vol. 6. p. 86. and the 
Dramatis Perfonae of many of Shiakefpeare's plays. 'Tis 
in the Original Record Sire Willm. de Wykeham. Rot. 
ParL 51. Ed. 3. tit. 24. 

3 Statute 51. Ed. 3. intitled.by miftake in all the 
printed Statute Books 50 Ed. 3. As this miftake is the 
principal caufe of the great confufion, that runs through 
all the accounts of this part of Wykeham's Hiftory, 'tis 
neceflary to clear it up beyond all doubt. The aft of 
general pardon, granted on occafion of Edward the 3d's 
Jubilee, was made in the lafl: Parliament of his reign, 
held at Weftminfter, Quinden. Hillarii, that is, Jan. 
27th, in which Richard Prince of Wales fat ia the King's 
place by commiffion, the King being ill. See Cotton's 
Abridg. p. 144, 146, 152. The 5'ift<&f Ed< r^. began 
Jan. 24th (Rym, Foed. Vol. 4. p. 243.) three days be- 
fore the meeting of the Parliament ; which therefore 
is rightly intitled 51 Ed. 3: in the Parliament Rolls, and 
by all the Hiftorians. . But the 50th year of his reign was 
really the year which the King called his Jubilee, and 
K 3 the 
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he had before obtained of the King, yet 
thought it proper to have it renewed in 
this more folemn manner in Parliament, 
In the like manner Alice Ferrers, Richard 
Lyons^ and fome others to the number of 

the late Parliament mentioned it as fuch. See Cotton, 
Abridg. p. 129. The reafon why they did not then peti- 
tion for a general patdon, was becaufe it was not agree- 
able to the feverity of their proceedings : it fuited i^- 
tirely with the defigns of the next Parliam^tfit, whp 
under the influence of the Duke of Lancafter, made it 
their bufinefs to reverie all the judgements pafTed oqi 
the delinquents in the preceding Parliament. The aft 
pf general pardon itfelf mentions the 50th year of the 
King's reign as the occafion of its being granted ; and 
in the preamble it is faid, " Forafmuch as this year 
" is rightfully the year of his Jubilee ;'* which in- 
accuracy of expreflion was the caufe of the miftake ii^ 
the title. The fame inaccuracy may be obferved in a 
Record in Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 136. where the King 
fpeaks of the pardon granted in an. regni 50"% and 
afterwards date3 it, in prasfenti noftro JubUaep. 15 Feb* 
an. reg. 51. But in another Record of the fame date 
(ibid.) he fays more accurately, that fhe pardon was 
granted '' nuper dum reginxinis reg. noftri Anglic an- 
*' nus computus eflet so"*'** :" and the Chancellor, ia 
his fpeech, opening the Parliament, " ce eft Tan. 50 

*' de fon regne accomp/i, qu'eft Tatf Jubilee**-: 

Rot. Pari. 51. Ed. 3.; ^nd in Wykeham'$ pardoa 
I . R. 2. it is faid, that he was excepted out of the general 
pardon granted in the laft Parliament of Ed^fard the 3d. 
This miftake in the date of the printed Statute has 
jnifled the Hiftorians, who accordingly refer it to the 
year before : and hence it is, that they make Wyke^ 
ham's troubles to have lafted two years ; whereas really 
the whole affair was but of little more than feyei^ 
ixionths continuance. 

feven^ 
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feven, were by the King, upon fo many 
petitions of the Commons, reftored to their 
former eftates, and the judgements given 
againft them in the laft Parliament were 
reverfed, as having been obtained by falfe 
faggeftions, and without due procefs. 
While on the other hand the Bifliop of 
Winchefter, without due procefs, before 
he had been allowed a full hearing, or any 
thing, 'as far as sippears, had been proved 
againft him, was deprived of his Tempo- 
rallies, and excluded from Parliament. 

Tho* the Bifhop had received ^ no writ 
of fummons to Parliament from the King, 
yet he was * regularly fummoned to Convo- 
cation, by the Archbiftiop of Canterbury's 
mandate, executed by the Bifhop of Lon- 
don* The Clergy met in Convocation 
on the 3d 0/ February. As foon ^ as the 
King's meflage was delivered to the houfe, 
fetting forth the neceffity of his affairs, and 
defiring a fuitable fubfidy, William Court- 
ney Bifhop of London flood up, and made 
a grievous complaint of many injuries done 
to himfelf and the Bifhop of Winchefter, 

3 There is none in Regift. Wykeham. 

♦ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b fol. 3. 

'^ Pajrker, Wharton de Epifcopis London, p, ij;, 

K 4 of 
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of which he exhibited to the houfe a par-* 
ticular account in writing; and begged 
them not to confent to any fubfidy, till 
fatisfaflion Ihould be made to the parties 
injured, The^ whole houfe, in a manner^ 
feconded the Bifliop of London's motion^ 
as far as it regarded the Bifliop of Win- 
chefter ; and ^ addrefling themfelves to the 
Archbifliop of Canterbury as their head, 
declared, that they looked upon the pro- 
ceedings againfl the Bifliop of Winchefter 
as an injury done to the whole body of 
the Clergy, and an infringement of the 
liberties of the Church s that they would 
in no wife enter upon the bufinefs prdr- 
pofed to them, till all the members of the 
Clergy were united; that as it concerned 
all, it ought to be approved of all. • The 
Archbifliop, being of the Duke of.Lancaf^ 
ter's party, or afraid of offending him^^ 
would have declined meddling .with their 
fuit: but they perfifted fo firmly in their 
refolution, that he ^ was obliged to pro- 
rogue the Convocation, and wait upon the 
King with a reprefentation of their. gricK 

^ Elfyng's Method of holding Parliaments, chap. 7, 
Stow. MS. Harleian. N*» 6217. Chap. 21. 
7 Parker, 

yances, 
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varices. The King took time to confida: 
more particularly of their petitions, and 
difmified the Archbilhop with a promife in 
general terms, that all the matters corn- 
plained of Ihould be redreffed. 

Among thefe petitions of the Convoca?* 
tion, that which relates to the Billiop of 
Winchefter is expreffed in the following 
terms ^ ; 

" As to what concerns the Bifliop of 
^* Winchefter, that the things under- 
^' written, which are attempted againft 
^* him, may be duly redrefled. In the 
^' firft place, that the Temporalties of his 
^' Church, without fufficient confent and 
" affent of thole to whom it pertainethi 
« and whofe affent is required in this be- 
'* half, have been taken into .the hands of 
^' the King:* and moreover, befides that 
" he hath no^ where to lay his head in 
" the temporal manors of his Church, he 
^' hath been .forbidden, as by command 
" of our Lord the King, fo he was in- 
" formed, to make his abode in feveral 
^* monafteries, priories, and other places 

» Rot/Parl'. 51. Ed; 3. tit. 85. and WilkiQs, Coa- 
cilia Mag. Brit. Vol. III. p.' 104.* 

^* of 
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*^ of his diocefe, foundation, and patron- 
♦* age: by which caufes the faid Bifhop 
" fufFereth great grievances, the jurifdic- 
•* tion of Holy Church is infringed, and 
" the execution of his paftoral office in 
*^ divers manners interrupted/* 

This petition is the only one to 
which the King, after having confiderecj 
of them, did not vouchfafe to give any 
anfwer. However the ' Convocation main- 
tained their refolution with fuch fteadine/s, 
that the Archbifhop could get nothing done 
in the King's bufmefs, without fending for 
the Bifhop of Wincheften He returned to 
Southwark on this occafion \ about the 
middle of February. He took his place in 
Convocation, and * was received by the 
whole aflembly with all poffible marks of 
refpeft and reveience. 

* Parker, Elfyng. ibid. 

g Between the 14th and i8th. Regift. Wykeham, 
And it appears that he was prefent at granting the fub- 
iidy, ibid, part 3. b. fol. 6. 

' Parker. ** He came to London with a fmall num- 
♦* berof fervaunts, who before tyme was thought to 
** excell all other in multitude of fervaunts. He was 
^* joyfully receaved of hys felowe Byfliopps, & as be- 
<* came fuch a perfon, greatly honored." MS, Har- 
Jeian. N°62i7. Chap, 21. 

The 
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. The feflion of Parliament ended on Fcr 

bruary the 23d, and ' that pf Convocation 

about a week after. The Biftiop of Win- 

chefter ftill continued ^ at Southwark, tho' 

the late remonftrances of the Clergy feem 

to have had but little effeft \n bringing his 

aflfairs nearer to an accommodation with 

the court. The King, inftead of reftoring 

his Temporalties, foon ^ after made a grant 

of them to his Grandfon Richard, in part 

of payment of four thoufand marks a year, 

which he had fettled on him at the time of 

his creating him Prince of Wales, and dcr 

daring him heir apparent of the Crown* 

This ^ was fuppofed tp have been done by 

the Duke of Lancafter, with a defign to 

take off fomething of the odioufnefs of his 

proceedings againft the Bifhop, and to make 

himfelf a little more popular in the nation, 

by this inftance of good will towards the 

young Prince. 

Some time after this an affair happened, 
which ferves to difcover to us, what were the 



3 Wake's State of the Church, p. 304. 
* Regift. Wykeham. 

5 Rym. Feed, Vol. 7. p. 142. This grant is dated 
fjMartii, 1376-7. 
^ Parker, Stow. MS. Harleian. N^ 6217. Chap. 15. 



general 
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general fentiments of the people with regar<J 
to the Biftiop of Winchcfter and his cale. 
The ^ Archbifhop of Canterbury and the 
Biftiop of London, being commifiioned by 
the Pope to proceed againft WicklifF, whole 
opinions began now to prevail, cited hi rn 
to appear before them in the Church of St^ 
Paul London, and to anfwer to the articles 
of hcrefy laid to his charge. WicklifF ap- 
peared, accompanied by the Duke of Lan - 
cafter and his friend the Lord Percy, who 
had undertaken his protection, chiefly in 
oppofition to the Bifhops and Clergy. A 
prodigious concourfe of people was ga- 
thered together to hear his exantination : 
but this was prevented by a quarrel which 
arofe between the two Lords and the Bi- 
fliop of London. The Duke of Lancaf- 
ter at laft ufmg fome threatening expreC- 
fions to the Bifhop, the people were fb 

7 WalfiDgham, Stow, Fox, &c. Fox, and the reft 
of the Hiflorians who. follow him, are miftaken, in mak- 
ing this affiiir happen in February, and while the Par- 
liament was fitting. The Pope's Bulle ta the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury and Bifliop of London is dated tjie 
22d of A4ay, 1 377. Wilkins's Concilia, Vol. 3. p. 116. 
So that it could not have happened many days before 
the death of Edward III.— The author of MS. Har- 
leian. N^ 6217, fays with the reft, that it was on the 
22d of February. 

exceed- 
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t^ceedingly offended and enraged againft * 
him, that he found it neceflary to make 
his retreat as foon as he could, with Lord 
Percy and Wickliff. Upon a furmife, that 
the Duke deligned to make foine attempt 
upon the liberties of the City of London, 
the people afTembled together again af- 
terwards in great multitudes : they aflaulted 
the Duke's palace of the Savoy, they ufed 
his name with all forts of indignities, and 
hung up his arms reverfed, as a traytor^s, 
in the principal ftreets of the city. 'Twas 
fuppofed, that they would have murdered 
the Duke if they had met with him ; and 
they would certainly have fet fire to his 
palace, had it not been for the Biftiop of 
London, who came thither on purpofe to 
appeafe them. The Duke himfelf, as foon 
as the news of the riot was brought to him, 
as he was at dinner with a particular friend . 
of his, a merchant in the city, immediately 
fled for his fafety to the Princefs of Wales, , 
who was then at Kennington with her fon 
Richard. The Princefs, upon this, fcnt 
three Gentlemen of her court to perfuade 
the people, in her name, to defifl from 
their violent proceedings. They returned 
anfwer to her, that out of the refpe^l which . 

they 
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they bore to her Highnefs, they would dcf 
whatfoever fhe^ commanded j but, at the 
fame time, required the meflengers to de- 
mand of the Duke of Lancafter, that he 
would fuffer the Bifhop of Winchefter and 
Sir Peter de la Mare to be brought to their 
anfwer, and be judged by their peers, ac- 
cording to the laws of England.* 

From this incident we may conclude, 
that the people looked upon the Bifhop of 
Winchefter, as a perfon unjuftly opprefled 
by the exorbitant power of the Duke of 
Lancafter % not in the odious light of a 
wicked minifter of ftate, defervedly callecj 

* ** Circa idem tcmpus Dux Lancaftriae perfecntus 
«* eft graviter Epifcopum Wynton. dicens eum falfum 
" fuiffe patri fuo dum effet ejus Cancellarius, unde ni- 
" mis rigorofe immo & injufte magna fumma pccuniaei 
** condempnatus erat Domino Regi." Continuator Po- 
lychronici. MS. Lambeth. N'^* 104. " The Duke la- 
*^ bored againft William Wikam byfliopp of Wynchef- 
•* ter, fekynge a knott in a ruftije, & taikyng aU occa- 
** fion by all wayes and mieanes lie poffibly colde 
" to indamage hym: at laft amongft other thyngs 
** that he had objefted againft hym, he charged 
*' hym to have bene falffe unto the Kynge, att what 
" tyme he was lorde chaunceler: & althoughe 
*^ the byfhopp in declaration of hys innocencye was 
" ready to brynge furthfor hym felfFe both fufficient 
" reafons 8c wytnefles, yej: notwithftandynge he caufed 
** hym to be condemned without makynge anfweare." 
MS. Harleian. H"* tzij. Chap. 15. 

8 to 
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to account for a corrupt adminiftration. 
He had been appointed one of the Council 
by petition of Parliament, when the Duke 
of Lancafter's friends were removed, on 
the motion of Sir Peter de la Mare : his 
caufe was united with that of Sir Peter de 
la Mare in the favour and attention of the 
people : the Duke of Lancafter's indignation 
fell upon both of them at the fame time j he* 
continued to perfecute and opprefs them 
together 5 and they were both at the fame 
time rcleafcd from his oppreffion. The 
caufe of offence, therefore, was, in all pro- 
bability, the fame in both : namely, their 
zeal for the public good, and their fleady 
adherence to the Prince of Wales's intereft' 
in the parliament of 1376, in oppofition to 
the Duke of Lancafter's party and his fuf. 
pefted defigns. This is the only reafonable 
method of accounting for the Duke's re- 
fentment, that can be collefled from the 
circumftances of the whole affair. The' 

old 



• '* Hoc anno circa idem tempus diftus Dux Lan- 
" caftria contra Epifcopum Winton. vehementer com- 
" motus ipfum profequi totis virlbus conabatur, eo 
** quod, ficut dicebatur. Domino Regi Patri illius 
" foggeffit, quod Regina quondam uxor ipfius diftum 
" Ducem in utero fuo nunquam portavit, fed fuppofuit 

" eum 
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old ftoiy of Wykeham's alledging, upoA 
the confeflion and according to the direc- 
tions of Queen vPhilippa; that the Duke of 
Lancafter .was ra fuppofititious child, and 
not her's anU the King's -fon, which has 
been fo often told to this purpofe, is in all 
parts of it fo very incredible, that it de- 
fcrves little more notice, than to obferve 
only ; that the author, whoever he was, who 
firft gave out this ftory, feems to have been 
. ... ^ ^. . *. - convinced, 

*' eum pro fi£o ; quod ob timorem Reg^s celavit, fed 
" ante mortem fuam, ut idem Epifcopus ut dicitur^de- 
" buit afleruiffe, [leg. afleruiile dicitur, ut debuit,] 
** iibi fatebatur, & ei injunxit, quod [ut] hoc domino 
** fuo cuiri videret opportunum, monftrarer, [mandaret j 
*' propter quod idem Dux, fingens colorem eum pro- 
•* lequendi, impofuit fibi, quod fuit falfus patri fuo. 
*^ modis diverfis, quando ipfius extitit Cancellarius ; 
** unde erat regi in magna fumma pecuniae condemp- 
** natus, pro qua condempnatione in manus regis om- 
*^ niaejus temporalia erant capta, nee fibi ante mortem 
** regis fuerant reftituta : & licet ,totus Clerus & tota 
** CommunltAS preces funderent pro eifdem, non ta- 
** men fuenint exauditi." J. Malverne continuatio Chro- 
nici Ranulphi. MS. Coll. Corp. Chrift. Cantab, ad an. 
1376. 

The fame ftory is quoted in the fame words, except 
the various readings above inferted, by Wharton. Ang. 
Sacr. Vol. i. p. 318. as from the Monk of Evefham, a 
. continuator of the Polychronicon. J. Malverne and 
the Monk of Evefham are then the fame perfons, or one 
of them copied the other. I think the firft moft pro- 
bable, from Malverne's giving a long and particular ac- 
count 
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vinced, that the Bifhop of Winchefter, in 
fome way or other, oppofed the Duke of 
Lancafter's defigns upon the Crown, and 
to have furnifhed the circumftances, efther 
from his own invention, or from fome idle 
report, which, how ridiculous foever, might 
yet poflibiy have gained fome belief among 
the ignorant and credulous vulgar. 

Nothing 

count of the troubles brought upon the Abby of Eveftiam 
by the Earl of Warwick's tenants. Fox quotes for it, 
Chron. Monafterii D. Albani, or Hift.Monachi D. Albani, 
ex accommodato D. Matth. A. Ep. Cant. However, 
this MS. of J. Malverne is the only one among A. Bp. 
Parker's in Bennet Coll. Library, which contains the ' 
particulars which Fox relates as from the Chron. Albani; 
and the title of the MS. is in a later hand than the MS. 
itfelf ; as I am informed by a learned friend, who favoured 
me with the extrafts from it. Perhaps the prefent Title 
may have been added fmce Fox made ufe of it. As to 
the, ftory itfelf, it is ta be obferved, that the Duke of 
Lancafter was the feventh child of Edward III by Queen 
Phiilippa, the fourth fon i of whom only the fecond foa 
and the third daughter died in theif infancy. This is 
fnfficient to deftroy the whole foundation of this ftory : 
for, can we fuppofe, that in thefe circumftances, the 
King could be very defirous of another fon, ortheQueen 
under any temptation to impofe one upon him ? r ox 
and others after him, without any warrant from their 
author, have related it as an invention and a mere flander 
of Wykeham's. Taking it in this light, can we poflibiy 
fuppofe, that Wykeham, tho' he were wicked enough, 
•yet could be fo weak, ae in fo delicate a bufinefs, and to 
his extreme hazard, to invent and utter fo incredible 
iod fo abfurd a ftory ? But, that no fuch ftory was, at 
L that 
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Nothing more was done in the Biftiop 
of Winchefter's affair till the i8th of June 
following, when the ' King reftored to 
him his Temporalties, in confideration of 
his having undertaken, in the prefence of 
the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Lan- 
cafter, and others of the Privy Council, 
certain burthens in relief of the King, and 
for the defence of his kingdom : namely j^ 
he was to fit out upon the fea three fhips 
of war, in each fhip fifty men at arnis, 
and fifty archers, for one quarter of a 
year, at fuch wages as were ufually paid 
by the King, but the King was to pay the 
wages of the niariners : and in cafe fuch 
voyage fhould not take place, he was to pay 
to the King the fum to which the wages 
pf the faid three hundred men by reafonable 
computation fhould amount. His fponfor? 

that time, uttered or invented, is ftill farther probable, 
from th^ Duke of Lancafter's filence with regard to it : 
when he made his complaint in Parliament of the reports^^ 
that had been fpread conceraing him, imputing to him 
treafonable defigns, he faid not a word relating to any 
fuch report as this, tho' more manifeftly injurious to 
Jiim, and more highly provoking, and as much of na- 
tional concern as the others. The fame ftory is told 

in MS. Harleian.N^ 6217, Chap. 15. 

* Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p, 148, 149, 168. and MS.. 
Rym. R. z. Vol. i . N^ 22, 

for 
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for the due performance of thefe articles, 
were Edmund de Mortimer Earl of March, 
Richard Earl of Aruixdell, and Thomas 
de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, then 
prefent in Council Thefe were three of the 
moft confiderable Lords in the kingdom ; 
and 'tis highly probable, that it was by 
their powerful interceffion, that the Biftiop 
obtained the reftitution of his Temporal- 
ties. It has been faid, that he procured 
this grant, by purchafing Alice Perrers's 
good offices with the King in his favour, 
by a large fum of money in hand, and 
larger promifes of future fervices ; and that 
Ihe gained this point for him, very much 
againft the incUnations of her friend the 
Duke of Lancafter, * This has been ad- 
vanced without any other foundation of 
proof, or colour of probability, than the 
fuppofed influence of this Lady with the 
King, by fome late writers, at a time when, 
as it could not poflibly be verified, fo nei- 
ther could it cafily be confuted. 

* MS. Harleian. N° 6217, Chap. 28, contains the 
very fame account. Of the age of this author, and con- 
fequently of the credit due to him with regard to fuch 
a piece of fecret hiftory, I cannot pretend to gh'e any 
pofitive judgement. 

L 2 On 
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On the 2ift of June, 1377, died Ed-r 
ward II L And thus the Biftipp of Win- 
chefter had the fatisfaftion of being, in 
fome meafure, reftored to the favour of 
this excellent prince, his great patron and 
benefador, a few days before hi^ death : 
if he may be fuppofed ever to have for- 
feited it ; which he certainly did not, till 
the King himfelf had, in a manner, loft 
his own liberty. 

Upon the acceffion of Richard IL to the 
Throne, all difficulties with regard to the 
Bifhop of Winchefter's affairs ceafed im- 
mediately ; which gives us a farther pre- 
fumption, that Alice Ferrers had no hand 
in removing them, for her power was now 
at an end. He was ' fummoned to attend 
at the King's Coronation, by the King's 
writ, dated June the 26th 5 and accord- 
ingly aflifled * at that ceremony on the 
15th of July. His pardon ^ paffed the 
Privy Seal on the 31ft of the fame month, 
as foon as a thing of this nature, at ifuch a 
time, could well be difpatched. 'Tis con- 
ceived in the fuUefl and moft extenfivQ 

3 Regifl. Wykeham, part 4. fol. 15. 

♦ Rym. Foed. Vol 7. p. 157, 

* Jbid. p. 163, &c. 

terms 
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terms poffible, as ^ Lord Coke has partica- . 
Jarly obferved. It recites, in the firft place, 
the firft feven articles of accufation, which 
we have already given ^ and then fets forth, 
that the King, reflefting upon the great 
damages and hardfliips that the Biftiop of 
Winchefter hath fuftained, on occafion of 
the faid impeachment j and revolving in his 
mind the many acceptable, ufeful, and 
laudable • fervices, which the faid Biftiop, 
with great labour and expence, hath long 
performed for his Grandfather, the many 
high offices which he hath held under his 
Grandfather and Father, and the fpecial 
afFeftion and fincere love which his Father^ 
while he lived, always bore towards the 
laid Bifhop ; but of his fpecial favour, and 
with his certain knowledge, and alfo by 
advice and confent of his Uncle the Duke 
of Lancafter and other Prelates and Lords 
of his GouncD, remits and pardons all the 
aforefaid articles, and all other crimes and 

* *' The moft large and beneficial pardons by Letters 
** Patents, which we have read and do remember, were 
" that to William Wickham Biftiop of Winchefter (for 
" good men will never refufe God and the King*s par- 
" don, becaufe every matn doth often offend both of 
" them) and that other to Thomas Woolfey Cardinal ; 
** which are learnedly and largely penned.'* 3 Inftit. 
chap. 105. 

L 3 ofFencfS: 
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offences whatfoever in the ampleft ternK^ 
and in the fulled manner, the exception 
of the faid Bifliop in the A61 of Grace 
paffed in the laft Parliament o£ the late 
King, and all other ftatutes to the contrary 
notwithftanding: concluding with a claufe 
to this effefts " Willing that all men 
" fhould know, that, although we have 
" granted to theBifhop of Winchefter the 
" faid pardons and graces, neverthelefs we 
^* do not think the faid Bifhop to be in 
" any wife chargeable, in the fight of Gdd> 
" with any of the matters thus by us par- 
" doned, remitted, or relcafed unto him> 
«* but do hold him to be, as to all and 
•* every of them, wholly innocent and 
" guiltlefs/' 

By an inftrument "^ under the Privy Seal^ 
likewife of the fame date, which firft re- 
cites the eighth article of accufation, as 
exprefled above, in confequence of which 
his Temporalties were feized, the King 
grants him a full remiffion of all the bur- 
thens before mentioned,which wereimpofed 
on him upon the reftitution of his Tempo- 
ralties ; pardons and releafes him from all 
matters contained in the faid article^ j and 

7 Rym. Foed. ibid. p. 168. 

gracioufly 
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gracioufly remits and grants unto him all 
fu€h profits and revenues of the faid Tem- 
poraltics, as were due to himfelf, then 
Prince of Wales, and not paid at the time 
of the reftitution. However, the lofs fuf- 
tained by the Bifliop, in this srfFair, ijs' 
faid, in the whole to have amounted to 
10000 marks. 



• MS. CoU. Wint. 
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WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 

SECTION V. 

Civil affairs during the former part of the 
Reign of Richard the Second. 

WYKEHAM, as we have feen, 
even in the reign of Edward the 
Third, firmly eftablifhed in the efteem and 
afFedlion of the King, and fupported by 
the favour of the people, yet could not 
fecure himfelf againft the malice of his 
enemies, or more properly, againft the re- 
fentment of one great man, whom, in de- 
fence of a moft juft and honourable caufe, 

^nd 
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and from a principle of gratitude and loy- 
alty, he had dared to oppofe. > One in his 
high ftation, and that had long borne fo 
diftinguiftied a part in public affairs, mufl: 
have found it a much more difficult tafk 
to^ a£l with honour and dignity, and to 
carry 'himfelf fteadily and fafely, through 
the unhappy reign of Richard the Second. 
The former part of which was fubjeft to 
all the inconveniencies of a minority ; un- 
fettled meafures, divided counfels, ill ma- 
nagement in the revenues, continual loffes 
abroad, and dangerous feditions at home: 
and yvhat was of greater confequence than 
all, fo little care was taken of the King's 
education, (for he feems to have been not 
at all deficient in his natural endowments) 
that when he was of age the ftate of af- 
fairs became in his hands much worfc 
than before. The latter part was fpent 
in a hazardous contention between two 
violent parties: the King, encouraged by 
his favourites and flatterers, avowing his 
endeavours to eftablifh himfelf in an un- 
limited power; and his oppofers openly 
I threatening him with the example of his 

* Rot. ParL 21. R. 2. tit, 47. 

great 
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great grandfather Edward the Second* 
The eveat was fatal, firft to the King's 
niinifters, afterward to the chiefs of the 
popular party, and laffly, to the King 
himfelf : and the confequence was a moft 
bloody civil war, that in the next age, for 
many years, continued to lay wafte the na- 
tion, and almoft utterly extirpated the Royal 
Family. Wykeham conduced himfelf 
through thefe dangerous times, with that 
wifdom and caution which might be ex- 
pefted from one of his great experience ^ 
to as to maintain himfelf always in credit 
and in a due degree of favour with the 
King, at the fame time that he ftood 
high in the efteeiti and confidence of the 
people. 

The Duke of Lancafter was fenfible, 
that his late violent proceedings and im- 
perious behaviour had rendered him ex- 
tremely odious to the whole riaticm. Ifis^ 
defigns upon the Crown, if he ever really cn-^ 
tertained them, he muft have relinquiflied 
fooie time ago ; but ftill he had very fair 
pfetenfions to the Proteftorlhip during the 
minority of the King. In the beginning 
of the* new reign therefore he ufed his 
utmoft endeavours to recover, if poflible, 

the 
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the credit he had loft, and to fliew him- 
fclf in a mcM-e popular light * A few days 
before, he had offended the city of Lon- 
don more than ever, by turning out the 
Mayor and Aldermen, and appointing 
others in their places, on occafion of the 
fete riot. He now, by the young King's 
mediation, and with the beft grace he 
could, immediately reconciled himfelf to 
the City : and in the cavalcade of the King 
and his Court through London the fame 
day, the Duke and his friend the Lord 
Percy, (who had been engaged with him in 
the fame quarrel) being at the head of 
the guards, the firft as high Steward, the 
latter , as Marfhal of England, to make 
way for the King; they both of them 
ftudied to behave themfelves towards the 
. <^rzen^ df all ranks, in the moft oblig- 
ing and courteous manner, addreffing 
them .with the utmoft condefcenfion and 
familiarity, and giving them all poffible 
4emonftrations of the fincereft regard and 
friendfliip. Sir Peter de la Marc ' was 
immediately releafed from his imprifon- 
ment in Nottingham Caftle, with great 

* Walfmgham, Stow. 

3 Wyalfingham, Hyp. Neuft. 

marks 
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marks of honour ; the Bifliop of Winchef^- 
ter's pardon was ordered to be expedited 
with all difpatchs both probably at the 
Duke of Lancafter's motion, at leaft not 
without his concurrence. Yet all this af- 
feftation of popularity had very little ef- 
feft in removing the impreffions, which his 
former behaviour had left upon the minds 
of all orders of men. And when, infime- 
diately after the Coronation, the admini- 
ftration of affairs during the minority 
came to be fettled in a great council of the 
Lords and Prelates^ inftead of naming the 
Duke of Lancafter fole Proteftor, they *^ 
conftituted a Council or Regency, confift- 
ing of twelve perfons of different eflates, 
without fo much as admitting him into the 
number. 

The Duke of Lancafler could not dif^ 
lemble his difguft upon this occalion : he 
defired ^ the King's leave to retire from 
Court, and went to his Caftle of Kenil- 
worth ; profeffing however, before he went,, 
that, in cafe his alTiflance fhould be wanted, 

♦ Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 161. Confirmed by Letters 
Patent, July 20, 1377. Ibid. 
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he would attend his Majefty with a larger 
train than any Nobleman in th,e kingdom, 
and fliould be always ready to promote 
his honour and fervice. His friend the 
Lord Percy, now earl of Northumber- 
land/ exprefled like wife his refentment 
upon this occafion, and refigned his ftafF 
of Marfhal, which he had obtained by the 
Puke's favour. 

Soon ^ afterwards the Parliament met, 
not at all more favourably difpofed towards 
the Duke of Lancafter ; and he was not 
now in fuch power, as to awe them into a 
compliance with his will. The ^ firft ftep 
the Commons took, was to choofe for their 
Speaker Sir Peter de La Mare, the great 
Patriot of the Good Parliament ; who, on 
that account, had been thrown into prifon, 
and, contrary to all law, confined there a 
whole year, by the oppreffive power of 
the Duke of Lancafter. And * agreeably 
to this beginning, they proceeded to give 
ample teftimony of their approbation of 
what was done in that Parliament, the bu- 
finefs of which they in a manner refumed i 

^ Oftober 13, 1377. 
7 Rot. Pari. i.R. ?. 
• Walfingham, Stow^ 

and 
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and of their diflike of the contrary mea- 
fures of the laft Parliament, which they 
in feverd inftances reverfed. They peti- 
tioned ^ that the King and Lords would 
name, in Parliament, certain perfons of 
divers eftates, fuch as were beft able, and 
would be moil diligent and careful, to pro- 
mote the public good, to be of the King's 
continual Council, and to a£l jointly with 
the great Officers of 'State, .This petition 
was granted, and nine perfons, cljofen by 
the advice of the Lords, were appointed. 
This Council muft neceffarily have fuper- 
feded the Regency before ^ eftabliftied, their 
powers being wholly inconfiftent And 
thus, not only the Duke of Lancafter himfelf, 
but one or two of his chief friends like- 
wife who were of that Regency, in parti- 
cular th? Lord Latimer, were nov/ entire- 
ly fet afide. The Commons farther de- 
manded, that judgement might be executed 
upon Alice Perrers, according to her de- 
ferts, and without favour or affedion ; 
and that, confidering the great damage fhe 
had done to the kingdom, her forfeited 
eftates might be applied to the relief of 

» Rot. Pari. I. R, 2. tit. 18, 42^ 43, 49. 

8 . the 
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the people, whom fhe had in many ways 
injured* This petition was in confequencq 
of her impeachment before the Lords, 
upon the Statute of maintenance, made 
exprefsly on her account in the Parlia^ 
ment of 1376; on which fhe received fen* 
tence of banifhment, and forfeiture of all 
goods and eftates, both in demefne and 
in reverfion. They petitioned alfo, that a 
declaration might be mgde, as to the moneys 
and fubfidies, mifapplied and unwarrant- 
ably expended by improper and unprofit- 
able minifters ; and that the faid minifters 
might be puniflied for the relief of the^ 
people. They farther reprefent, that the 
late King was guided by evil Counfellorsj 
and pray that all fuch Counfellors as have 
been^ before convi6led upon full evidence, 
and attainted, may be removed from the 
King's Counfels, and that neither they, 
nor others like them, be ever admitted 
near the King's perfon, nor bear office 
Wnder him : and that all grants ' made by 

th? 

■ This Petition of the Commons was probably oc- 
cafioned by the conviftion of Alice Ferrers in the Houfe 
of Lords ; one article which was proved' againft her 
was, that ihe bad obtained of the late King, with the 

afleat 
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the late King may be examined, and if 
found to have been unworthily beftowecl, 
may be revoked : with all which requefts 
the King complied. In all this the Com- 
mons feem to have proceeded in a tem- 
perate and difpaffionate manner, and to 
have confidered very rightly, , that extreme 
rigour would have been unadvifeable in 

aflent of the Council, for Richard Lyons, a remiflion of 
300 1. which he owed to the Exchequer, reftoration 
of lands and goods forfeited, and moreover a graat 
to him of I coo marks. It might alfb have refpe<5l to 
the many grants, which fhe had obtained of the King 
for herfelf ; as may be feen in MS. Rymer, Vol, i. 
Mifcellan. Ed, 3. N° 60, 64, 66, 70. and Index Rot. 
Pat. Liblioth. Cotton. Titus, C. 2, and 3. Befide the 
grant of the late queen Philippa's jewels, 47. Ed. 3. 
Rymer Foe'd. Vol. 7th, p. 28. Thefe grants bear date 
from the 41ft of Ed. 3. to the end of his reign. Her 
eftates were very confiderable : befide a great many lands, 
tenements, advowfons, Sec, fhe had in different counties, 
twenty-two manors, for the mofl part in pofTeffion, 
fome few of them in reverfion. Thd' the King granted 
the petition of the Commons, that her forfeited eftates 
might be applied to the relief of the people, yet about 
two years afterwards he made a grant of them all to her 
hulband Sir William de Wyndefore. William of Wyke* 
ham purchafed of Sir William de Wyndefore the manor 
of Meonelloke, in the county of Southampton, and 
fettled it on his College of Winchefter : this manor was 
part of the forfeited eftate of Alice, granted to her huf- 
band ; on which account the King's writ, containing 
the whole grant above mentioned, is preferved in the 
Archives of Winchefter College, among the title-deeds 
of that manor. Lib. H. Coll. Wint. fol. 256. 

the 
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the beginning of a new reign. In their 
petition for the appointing a ftanding 
Council, after complaining of thofe about 
the late King, they add; * ** But never- 
" thelefs the faid Commons do not at all 
** defire now to take vengeance of any^ 
" that hath done amifs in time paft, but 
" that in time to come fuch evil-doers 
" may be duly puniftied." ^ 

After thefe fsveral petitions, manifeftly 
tending to fix all the blame of the mal- 
adminiflration in the latter part of Ed- 
ward the Third's reign upon the fame fet 
of men, y/ho had be&i called to account 
for it, and punifhed in the Parliament 
of ^27^ J ^^^ who had gotten themfelves 
difculpatcd iii the fuccceding Parliament j 
the Commons proceeded to addrefs the 
King in behalf of the Bifhop of Winchef- 
ter in particular; who, by favouring that 
inquiry*, and the proceedings againft them,' 
had incurred the refentment of the whole 
party, and had fufFered fo much from their 
malice when they had recovered their power: 
iThe petition of the Commons^ upori 
this occafion, with the King's anfwer 

» Rot. Pari. I. R. 2. tit. 20. 

M to 
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« WaipetU ^ffembliBd, pray, fiJ^,, #|«ie|?.? 
« i^ the f ^Jiajptnt >dldpn at yv^jjjjjpj^ 
" t^ty .on ^ ,Qiipid£|^ of St, ^luf ifi& 

*< ther to all his &jk^C!^ fo^A jlf^s ^/ ^is 

" <tegri?js» <#afe .-Wd cpn^i(fj^, ^ jt jjj)* 
4' gea^^t*! in # jrol^ pf th^ i^f^^r 

^^ ^, a|)^ i^^QK^ * %|ii?w» of W^- 
»* c|bj?ftcr w^ escegt^4 ^.%eprjfe^5 

*' ha^e j9Wl e^joy, fj% §jjd eotjf^, in ^1 
« |)(pint|j ti^ %^ gy^q^, p^Qt^, ^ 
*.* r?H^ion§ pa4$ u^ oth^ h^ |jf g«s jtn 

« thp ^4 P^Ji*«¥»>t j^y ypF ^jd p;^- 

" father, not\yj^ftn(^g4l^«xpEj)ti9nfnc| 
'•^ foreprifipri #?r!efe4 j ,^jl fi^er^iofp 
« did p^49ri Hnt;q })jj^ igjii^y 4^^^ 
« mic|e?^im|>eadjni^t^,_j^ippfedopon 

» Rot. Pari. I. R. 2. tit. 99. 
^ In the Record 'J:is only, le dit Eve^e^ by mlftake, 
there bong no mention of 'him before. - 

6 : « him 



5* ^5 >a9^ <^^ys s^^^ ^mofy fMihas, 
f« 9^ fi t|>e giSicJeJ, Impraji^jgmfifiiti, »nd 

** Sfe)l|««fe by ^ ^Avioe #i>4 ^QSMBon 

*< and confirm in this pitf^ .Pjajii«sgf nt 
^ y<wr ^ iChaffers, is^tll^e ;Mli«Jes, 

^ il$4 Apr«^ of *he «ft«*B (Pf the fai^ jBj- 

'^ ite)p, «ft.4 <rf bis CJrttfcb of Wi»- 

^* T^ Kii^ »iiii# ^wn p^rfon, <^q4 by 
« ^s ffw» Wi^, »? al^ by «>nH9W »f- 
** Alt ji»^ ;^vt^ of the Pr^atus, tfe^e Pwfe», 
** thg J6Wte» BftrpQ?» «p4 /Otji^ J^pfd?, in 
« ful^ P;^4i{ifl[?C0jt.aflfepibl?d, |i%th grapt^ 
M 2 " " this 
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" this petition fully, and in all points, and 
*• whaitever is contained* therein^; and will- 
** eth and granteth, by the common aflent 
<' and advice aforefaid^ that the Charters 
*^ or Letters, whereof this petition maketh 
" mention, and which were with good de- 
^« liberation feen, read, and fully heard 
" in the faid Parliament, be liow affirmed, 
" approved, ratified, and confirmed, under 
" his Great Seal, according to the |)Urport 
" of the laid petition, and the efFeft, te- 
** nor, and form of the Charters and Let* 
« ters aforefaid." 

Thefe declarations of Parliament, fo 
direftly tending to fix the blame of mis- 
management in the latter part of Edward 
the Third's reign upon the Duke of Lan- 
cafter and his faftion, and fo exprefsly 
clearing the fiiftiop of Winchefter from 
all imputation of that nature, were not 
the effe«Sl of any fecret intrigue, any un- 
due influence, a peculiar humour, or a fpi- 
rit of party prevailing in the prefent Par- 
liament, and therefore liable to be con- 
tradicted and reverfed in the next per- 
haps that ihould meet ; of which, both 
with refpeft to the caufe and the event, the 
proceedings of the laft Parliament of the 

late 
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late King afford us a remarkable exampla 
On the contrary, they wcref, in fonqe roca- 
fure^ confirmed by moft of the fucceeding 
Parliaments s hardly any of which pafled 
without giying the Bifhop of Winchefter 
{ptnc mark of their confidence, and fome 
tefUmony of their opinion of his inte- 
grity- . 

The management of affairs fuccecded 
very ill in tl|e hands of thofe, to. whom 
the adminiflration was committed by Par- 
liament. The people found no eafe in theu: 
taxes, nor any retrenchment of expences 
in the ftate : the demands ,for the public 
fervices increafed, the treafury !was ex- 
haufted, and the King in debt. The Cpm- 
mons therefore, in the Parliament that 
met in the beginning of the year 1380, 
petitioned, * That the King's ftanding 
Council might be difcharged, and that he 
would appoint in their flead, only fiveCoun* 
iellors, being his great officers of ftate; 
namely, the Chancellor, Treafurer, Privy- 
Seal, Chamberlain, and Steward of the 
houfhold: and that thefe officers might 
not be removed before the neant Parlia- 

♦ Rot. Pari. 3. R*2. 

. .M 3^ inept. 
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f(UM. They * ftfrfhlir rtspreP^t: te &^ 

J^ing arid hiitiM fb{> ^le dbf^ce' (^ tKd^ 
ftitig^bM^ that: lifeyerinftdt any Ibn^i^^ 

M' tlil: mksyik ibtti^(idier Rim% He ftittHtl^' 
they petition him therefore, that, foi^Kii^ 

{Alt unddr Ciactt pbptt ^feSfiori, a^ ^fl# 
bdiaviou)r of Hi^ dffi^^M'arict i^kif^rsi B^ 
Wfitfib ^«^%^ce he aiicT I}isl6¥ig<}oih hait^' 
pi(itid^M[dctiA, eattd aifo^ tes= ifeVehoesi fo 
iff^e^iai £(iid atan^tineds that fie may-Bb' 
2^er«b'U\te inaih^n^ AkilaBle t» hiisKfeu 
jl^, ^nd^Beai' his ihas<e ih- the fkid' Btit'** 
thefisfi Ho the^e of his fubjeftsi Thfe-Kifig 
i&i* Gfeancil;; thfcrefdre, ih full Pdrli^ncft)^ 
a^jJaihl, attHeiVrt^lWft,- CmetA^CddiMf^ 
ii&tititi foiit* ' Biftiops, three EarlS, ifti^ 
BSttnerifte, ttii^ KhigBIs, f Wd GiSzifls of 

' Ryu. Fted. >Kal. 7th, p, siyo; ThO Comtcifl&tt 
is there given at large, an^ is dafted May 2, v^. p^ 
ipfttiri Rcgem S ConcUium. In pleno I^arlla^ento. 
Though the Parlkineat had- finifliisa' tlitir' fcBifen^ riife 
begianing of March preceding. Wake's State of the 
Church, p. 312. ■-.... 

• Only three Bifhops aris gicntioncd in Rot. Pari. 

London, 



l6t*R«l aa onfe of Y6i«; alf ik My 
Hvfe' of whoaiy prdvided ijitei* be oitt it 
ibsfft of eadi ftate ah'd' d^||iee,' hkyij^oWer 
to gor iiifo JW^ 6^ hfe coQrts or offices, tti 
c^Q^e tiiii dffi^r^ aha* ^K«ii> a<^tirit^; 
t6 fi!i^7 iM' ifiTj^ ft€ rWeniieif 6f m 
Kn^ i^l5h^i96M 6f ^fetWr to ekatenni 
mfo.tfe ^a-of (iffi^ersf liftdeif ttie Hh K.iii^, 
annuities granted by htM; ahiff thf fiSr^^ ; 
tke=ffe« df tfeef liteKihigVKlo6fli6M,' and 
MyoWAv ^MmtH^ pirtlciriar^o/tKeikmS 

&f^0t mtt^Wtn^ m & certHy' tHi 
Ri^ afttfGdu'nfciF. T^f hiiv€ phwa* to 
,i«aifi$n<? all'^^ft^tf trftoh oaSn exxriijpe'tli^ 
^eiif Oflfe:^ of tW Ringdohf ; and arf 
dlR&f^ of aHiif latft King, aiftf ' KB ovW; 
:#£ <^rdef|^ l!e^ at$6hd! stid 3i(M ^efat, an^ 
tJ^^ifbtfiiSi** ^ft^tt^^er papers oi' re<^oi^'ai€ 
rcq<i&«l ISf^Oi. The'HfflWif^ oF WiVf- 
cHdft^ Wftb <:>«€ of tli^' dotftrnflHoiliers ; 
tW railiMttit doiiW nbf hrfJe giv^^ d 
mi^ deiftbftftra^on' of thfeir coniKWniie 
in him, nor a Mils' *dkn6Wled^ieirt of 
thi upW^tt^' «F hfe^ admtmfiration un- 
d^'KdWaWf tHe 1%li^, tha* hy'4)poiht>: 
ing him one of the examiners into the 
abufes of that rd^ri; aswdll a's tft*e- prefent. 
M4 And 
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And this, together with what has been ob- 
ferved before on this fubjeft, gives us a 
full proof as the nature of the cafe will 
admit that the nation in general wholly 
imputed the mal-adminiftration in the lat- 
ter part of Edward the Third's time, fb 
much complained of, to the D.uke of Lan- 
cafter and his party, and not to the Bi- 
ihop of Wincheften 

This Commiffion, tho' in all refpefts ful- 
ly fettled in Parliament, was not iffued 
in form to the feveral perfons appointed 
to that fervice, till the beginning qf May 
following; fo that probably no great mat* 
ter was done in the bufinefs of it, when the 
Parliament met again towards the end of 
the fame year. The ^ Commons then peti- 
tioned the King, that the Commiffion ap- 
pointed in the laft Parliament might be car- 
ried into execution without delay, and that 
the Lords and others, named in the faid 
Commiffion, now prefent in Parliament, 
be charged to begin their In(][uiry on the 
2oth of January following. 

The Commiffioners could not have made 
any great progrefs in this Inquiry, before 

7 Rot, p^i 4, R, ^. tit. 28. 

their 
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^their proceedings were interrupted by thofe 
terrible ' infurreftions, which were begiia 
in the Counties of Kent and'Effex by the 
loweft of the People, conduced by lead* 
ers the vileft and bafeft even of their own 
numben. Thefe tumults, were at their 
height about the middle of the next June: 
the infcdion of popular madnefs began to 
ipread widely ; the whole nation wasr thrown 
into the greateft confufion, and the King 
and kingdom brought into the moft immi- 
nent danger. But this dreadful rebellion 
was foon happily quelled in efFe£t by one 
bold and fuctefsful effort of the young King 
• himfelf, who in the utmoft extremity a6ted 
with all the prefence of mind, the refolu** 
tion and fpirit, of. his great Father aiid 
Grandfather -, and fliewed what might have 
been expe6ted f;rom him, if he had not un- 
fortunately been thrown into the hands 
of thofe, who, to eftablifh the more eafily 
their own power and intereft, ftudied to 
corrupt his tender mind^ and to deprefs 
thofe excellent talents with which nature 
had endowed him. 

To fettle the. ft ate of the nation, and to 
quiet the minds of the people, after fo 

• Walfingham, &c. 

great 



griiat stcdftimoficfff,- a PjftBaittdW-#a4 ftftiis. 
mondd to mftet tfife W^mritig of Nid^fiSiii. 
ber. The » CoilhmbiT* p6titio», that t^^ 
fain Prelates and Lords' maybi a^pbHteii 
to cbnfef vWth tfitih on ^afrs grtafly cSifct 
Ciehiing the ftate of thfe' fciij^iin : .tfi«fy* iit€ 
ordered to ^ve iit the'Aainres of fiteS ^ 
^dy^wbtiM dioiirfe fbrtfiSi ptitp6(tifi wfflrl 
mg } they name ftviinfeiai j anWaig ffi<Sft 
lSi6 BHhop of WirithcWftr. Aft* dtoSt 
cottfelrence with" thelfe t<:tf<ft, th«y mafe a 
grievous comjplahit of the ill £&^* df tfrt 
riafioh; ref)i'cfertting, tHaf, trMe^fs' l3ie aSi 
rtihiJlration of gdvcriirii^ni be {boti miH^ 
dtdi', the Kingdotii wilf lid utterly rtim^al 
•ftie/ pr6(*ed' to eniihitfStepfcrti'b'uMl^ m 
defaults of governfiMtnVt firff, afiout flidf 
Kuig'sperfoii, ahdiWfite'hbrfffioM, tKrb^ 
flie' uhr6albnabte riuiiiB^ of fcrvaaife ^ 
aftendatttS ini&itainfcd'tha'cirij ai alfti iii 
liitf Courts, the Chxviety'y KihgVBSicK-; 
dbittinoh BehCh, abd'Excfiequer, ly^'gHi»i 
6U^ o^pf eflidhls : a'nd' in the CotinWy, Bf 
ii^6 giftaX muftitude of maiAtainers of qfuaar- 
rels, who carry themfelvei die^e lifrc* Inrtgs^ 
that thef ariS' fti'ipped a^d runied by the 

» Rot. Pari. 5. R. 2. tit. 17^ 18, &c. 

opprefHons 
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ffiDbirs; ail^tlUSu^lr^ mas 6{ Hi^tf 

wsii Hi i^f buibf&v ]»« 1^ 2rn< ifot d^^- 

by land and fea : which mifchiefs the p66t 
G&mmtik wh^trfed^li^m'fibKbtiVand 
fvof^emf, cBH^ nb Idh^r ^ii^bi i'n^i 
Aefe have- ^m^cisiCim fo- fHc Krte < ftifttf-i 
fO^HB^ and~ttni;i^ i^ffigd^df, vHff- bd" ifH 

1^1^. fdd^eB' of th^fe ^e^tice^^ fbi 

ewl'. CJificdrS' and: GbuSfeUSitji' mify- he rbi 
BK^v^j and abc^e allj tlfeb tWrti6fi attfe 
aAd'4ilb«ie«tLd)i(fe sMd el^^<:>f fhe kii)gc 
dtMrfflja^r b« ]^<ftd iftJiut the perftm 6f 
tfieKii^ ^ftd^MKis C^duiMM 

TheJfein^a«Wife 'W^IP^tl^'LohiW-of t«fe 
reah&- snMl: fhefd^ of hi^ Cetfiicil oiv tfib 
petition, which apfMWdfd ftiWfd' bcf ftit 
tiie gdod 6f hiitifeir^nd^hl^K^iilgdt^nt'i and 
gwAltj thsit <J#iftiin Fi«late!^; Lordsv artd 
others, may be appointed to examine into 
the ftate and''^\'errt^i*iif of 'this King's per- 

fon 
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(on and houfhold, and prpvide remedies 
to the abufes complained of* Nineteen Bjr& 
nominated for this fervice : the Duke; o£ 
Lancafteris the firft, and the, Bifliop o£ 
Winchefter one of that nilinben : Thejr. 
are ordered to lit in Privy Coifticil many 
days, without doing apy thing elfe in Par— 
liament while this buiihefs is depend** 

ing. 

The Commons then addrefe their peti- 
tions, relating to the abufes above-men- 
tioned, and the ftate of the nation in ge- 
neral, to thefe Commillioners 5 who feena 
to have entered etFe6lually upon their In- 
quiry, and to have made a coniiderable 
progrefs in it For in the fecond meeting 
of this Parliament, at the end of the Febru-* 
ary following, after an adjournment, the 
Commons petition, that the Officers of the 
King's houfhold may be fwpm before the 
Lords in Parliament, to obferve the ordi- 
nance and government of the King's houf- 
hold, as appointed by the Commiffioncrs : 
which petition is granted. 

But, notwithftanding all the diligence 
of the Commiffioners in regulating thefe 

* ,Rot. Pari. 5. R. 2. tU. 75. /. 

affairs. 
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affairs^ and the precaution taken by thtf 
Commons to fefcure the obfervance of thdr 
regulations, we do not find that complaints 
of the fame abufes ceafedat all for the 
future. Walfingham, having mentioned 
feveral of the afts paffed in this Parliament, 
and that many other things Mjere at the 
fame time ordained, adds, " But to what 
« purpofe ferve afts of Parliament, when 
" afterwards they take no efFeft at all f 
" the King, by the advice of thofe about 
** him, ufed to alter or fet afide every 
** thing, that the whole commonalty of the 
" kingdom, and even the nobility itfelf, 
** had enafted in the preceding Parlia- 
" ments." Of this he gives us afterwards a. 
remarkable example. Sir Richard Le 
Scrope had, in this Parliament, been ap- 
pointed Chancellor by the Commiflioners, 
upon. the petition of the Commons ad- 
drefled to them. Not long after, on his 
refufing to fet the feal to fome extravagant' 
grants of the King to certain of his fa- 
vourite courtiers, the King by their per- 
fiiafion was induced to take away the 
5cal from the uncomplying Chancellor. 
Walfingham adds, that he executed thefe 
grants with his own hands j in this parti- 
cular 
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^V94i»^7 iWid ^^^ftrwanlf .^#ra^ it |94||i» 

ft(V pf W«fil>fft«r SW<WB% feo^^^^*p^l 

wi^ |fa«|?» .9n f^i^tmf^^ piioppfed to ^^pir 
«pl^er#;ti9ni iwnd^, ^J?(etky^ it iwere 
s^opf ^4(fife^ fo ^^ t^ ^ Duke of 
Lfiff^dler's i^po^l, % ^ #ttepfijt 4qjK») 
^ J^ifigfJ^W <>f iCa^^e, j^o wJ^^^ he hai 
Vcm^Hm ipft!99t(^ tt^ ^?Alop pf N«r- 
wj?h,fe|f fl# ^xpe^tion .^1^^ t^ jFj¥!# 

]^(^we^«^j^§id |by f>e|»e Urban tljp ^ 
15^ i¥^#« fcr pwbW«)g* Pr»ia4e figM 
thfffe j^Ue^spts f(> luf fivaj, thie Antjpop? 

l;[)^r i^^ivife for ^e M^f; wM^^i^^l'^'' 
ipgljr ti9ok pj?i:e, ^ * /aijf^ pf f*?c§|^ kf 
% fe^^ ^ni^yoij^ of t^e Diik^ of J^r 

• Rynj. Fce^J. Vol, 7. p. 632. 
» kot. Pari. 6. K.f. tit. "14. 
< Fi^flgut, Walfiaghag, Hafliftfcej. 

cafter 



1^ a/S^ed 44^j in ipndkig Io^e^ ^ 

Tift? <5WP<i^»9n (of id>e ii;;«eti^ 9^4;^ 

f 3?3/ W?? to prswi^e fof a »r*r J^iA $(«*• 
{f^, yr])^! was a^^if^j^^^^^ il;9 ^ »9ff 
t^^9k^fi tlje tr^jce l^m( ftoy^ :9?«ff J*ff 
EWW& j?p4 ^ M^popp C^iifieijjt fe^viflg, 

^ ;>yfijr of ffijgfifyh, m^^iiM » <^n^49 

f^ ojf Scgtl^d DO e^eoi^ k. U99R 

lt9F§§ Mijni^ri of A« North y«« §)riii«»4 
i^^ar]i$[fl9P^ tf theif i#?^vc .cppntoie?, 
19 ^c>r^«l«BJ^ paijd^^ a^ ^p lue isi ifs,. 

^]^<»^ 9f tfee jSfipite. TJi^ lof)d§ j^cy^^ 
%)B pstiJione^, tha^ part oi % r»pf4^ 
raifed for the defence of the nation againft 
&:«dai|d, n^i^ be allowed diem in con- 
fi^mm of thjis fcrvice. f |ic j^attcy 

{«9s 4(i^c4 'm $j^ Hsuj^ pf te^s^ j»4 

tlife«ul^c»itypftheBiftijgpofWific^ie^^, >< 
Bfho was tbe ArinciDal pRrinn ihjut txaocilBd. 

^ WalimghajD. 

them. 
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them^ notwithftanding ^ their great power 
and influencei He^ alledg^d, that the 
lands and honours, which they now pofi 
feffed, had been given them for this very 
purpofe, that thfey might be enabled to de- 
fend the bordeis, and repel the Scots ; and 
fo fave the kingdom the perpetual trouble 
and expence of fending forces to Ihofe dit 
tant parts : that they were in a condition 
to perform this fervice with eafe 5 whereas 
their anceftors, without their power or 
riches, and fupported only by their owti 
courage and bravery, had gained many 
victories over thofe enemies of their coun- 
try. The Parliament, therefore, only 
granted to ^thefe Lords Gommiffibns to 
raifea^ forces, and to make rejn-ifals upon 
the Scots. ^ We find, however, that a few 
years after tifiis * they gained this very 

' The principal of them was Henry Percy Earl of 
Northmnberland. See Cotton, Abridge p, 283. Th^ 
fame that had been made* Marflial of England by the 
Duke of Lancafter's means at/ the end of EdMrard jd's 
reign* and Eacl of Northumberland at the c(»ronation 
of Richard the 2d. The Caftle of Workworth ia 
Northumberland, and the manor of Rothbury, had been 
granted to his Grandfather /or this very fervice, in the 
beginning of Ed. 3d's time. Cotton, Abridg. p. if. 
Probably therefore what the Bifhop faid upon this oc-' 
cafion related chiefly to him. 

« Rot. Pari. II. R. 2. tit. 45. 

^ ^ J . ' point. 



jp)inX. by jgetitioii ^ of the Commons 3. but 

witii declaration^ that it wa4 on account 

of the fpdden breaking put o( th? war, 

an4 roc that time only > and with proteHa- 

tioii, that it fhouid not be made a prece- 
pt »wu - * ■ * 

dent. . ., ; , 

In tlie ParliamVtit * held at Sajifbury 
tHelJqginnipi of the iiext year, the Biflipp 
biF W'lnchefter wa^ one /of .the 

t^ras, whom the Commons chofe to haye 
kliigneti as a Committee, to confer with 
mem' iippii tlie propoial of a tie^ty o^ 
peace with France; ^ 

ine Kiiig and Council,^ as well as the 
^impoiis, had iiecourfe to the Biiliap of" 
WintfiSeftprV wifdom and experictlC€ ki af- 
fairs' of ^ifjiculty* ^Mariy branches of the 
i^eiiiLies! of the crown were greatly in ar- 
reart this matter required a particular in- 
lpe8:ion^ and an extraordinary power to 
dear it up and fettle it perfe6tly. Towards 
flie 6nci oif the year 1385/,^ the Biftiops of 
Wmchelfer and Exeter, and two Bannerets, 
were ror tliis purpofe joined with the Prtvy 
Council, anii commiffiohed with full powers 
to fcarch'and give orders, in the Excheqvifir 

■ Rot. Parh 7.. R. 2. part 2; 
' Rot. Pari. 9! Ri 2. tit* 41^ 

N ftud 
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and elfe where, as it fliould feem befi to 
them, concerning all manner of debts due 
to the king. 

In the mean time, the King's extrava- 
gance, and his immoderate indulgence to 
his favourites, continued to give general 
difcontent. Courtney \ Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, encouraged by fome of the 
nobility, and principally, as it fhould feem, 
by the Duke of Glocefter, ventured to re- 
monftrate to the King upon this head; 
and to tell him plainly, that, unlefs he 
would fuffer himfelf to be better advifed 
and direfted, his proceedings muft foon end 
in the utter ruin of himfelf and his king- 
dom. The King received this reproof 
, with *i great indignation: he loaded the 
Archbifhop with opprobrious language, 
and the vehemence of his paffion had car- 
ried him ftill farther, had not the Duke 
of Glocefter interpofed* Upon this the 
Archbifhop, to exprefs his refentment, re- 
tired from court: but foon met with new 
caufe of difguft. The * Convocation had 
granted the King a fubfidy in December, 

' Monachus Evefhain. ia Vita Richardi 2di, ab 
Hearnio editus. 
* Wake's State of the Church, p. 317. 

1384. 
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1384. But .the King's fieceffities were nc* 
fatisfied : and therefore, about the middle 
of January, writs were iffued for calling 
another Convocation in Lent, for farther, 
fupplies. The Archbifhop ufed his litmoft 
enc^avours to divert the King from this 
refglution of fummoning a Convocation 
again : fa foon : he wrote to him; defiring 
hinHi^with great earneftnefs, to recall his 
writ. He wrote likewife to the Bifhop of 
Winchefter, who was then at court, as 
well as to fome others of his brethren, 
exhorting them to do what they could, to 
perfuade the King to relinquifh his defign. 
But the King perfifted in it. The Arch- 
bifhop obeyed, and fummoned the convo- 
cation : but, to ftiew his diflatisfadtion, he 
would not affift at it in perfon, but com- 
miffioned the Bifliops of London and Win- 
chefter to prelide in it in his ftead. 

Thefe fcattered memorials of the Bifhop 
of Winchefter's weight and authority, in 
the management of the mofl important 
concerns of the public, I have laid toge- 
ther, as they occurred, in the order of time ; 
which leads us now to the extraordinary 
Comraiflion of the tenth year of Richard 
the II. in which he was perfonally con- 
N 2 ccrned. 
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cented, smd upon Wich the remaining 
part of the affairs of this reign principally 
turn. This wjU require a more foil and 
connefted relation : and that it toBj not 
be interrupted and confounded widi mat- 
ters of a different nature, it wiE be {Mroper, 
iirff, to confider him again in his rnore^ 
piivate capacity, and return to his Eplf^ 
copal a£ts, and the execution of his cha-^ 
ritable de%n&r 
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PON the acceflidn of Richard the 
' • SccoAd to thie' thronci Wykehain<^ 
nowldellvfercd from the perf(icuti6n of the 
Quke^bf Lancafter, aiQtl dif$ngaged> as far 
as his high ftation and great authority 
wouB permit,' from his former conftant 
attchdahfcie' on. public afi^irs, was refolyed 
N a tft 
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to make ufe of the opportunity and lei* 
furc which thefe circumftances afforded 
him i and applied himfelf to the great work 
of executing his defign for his two Colleges, 
upon which he had long before been de- 
termined, and for which he had many 
years been making preparations. His whole 
plan, as I have already obferved, was 
formed at once; and the defign was noble, 
uniform, and complete. It was no lefs 
than to provide for the perpetual mainte- 
nance &}id inftru6lion of two hundred, 
ftholars, to afford them a liberal fupport, 
arid to lead them through a perfe6l courfe 
of. education ; from the fifff elements o£ 
letters, through the whole circle of the 
Sciences -, from . the loweft clafs of gram-- 
matical learning to the higheft degrees in 
the fever^l faculties. It properly and na- 
turally confiljcd of twQ p^rts, rightly form* 
ing two eftablifhments, the one fubor- 
dinate to the other. The defign of the 
one was to lay the foundations of Science, 
that of the other, to raife and coipplete 
the fuperftru6lure s the former was to fup- 
ply the latter with proper fubjefts, and tfiq 
latter was to improve the advantages re- 
(reived in the former. ^ The plan was truly 

great^ 



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 183 

great, and an original in its kind : as 
Wykeham had no example to follow in it, 
fo no perfon has yet been found, who has 
hiad the ability, or the generofity, to follow 
his example, except one, and that a King 
of England, who has done him the ho- 
nour to adopt and to copy his whole de- 
fign. 

The work which demanded his atten- 
tion at this time, was to ereft his College 
at Oxford 3 the fociety of which he had 
already completed and eftabliflied, and 
that fome years before he began to raife 
the building. For he proceeded here in 
the fame method, which, as I have already 
Ihewn, he took at Winchefter ; as he be- 
gan there with forming a private Gram- 
mar School, provided with proper Maf^ 
ters, and ' maintained and fupported in 
it the full number of fcholars, which he 
afterwards eftablifhed in his College ; fo 



» >.,- •* Quarepro parte difti Epifcopi, qui, ut 

"aflerit, feptuaginta Scholaribus in grammaticalibus 
*\m eadem Civitate ftudentibus de bonis a Deo fibi col- 
*• latis pluribus annis vitae neceffaria miniftravit, nobis 

*' fait humiiifer fupplicatum.'*: ^From Pope Urban 

6th's BuUe of Licence, to found the College at Win- 
chefter, &c. dated June i. 1378. j|Lib. H, Coll. Wint. 
fpl. 81. 

N 4 at 
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at Oxford, in the firft place, he forpi^^ 
his Society, appointed tnem a Gov(;rnor,j 
allowed them a liberal maintenance, pro^, 
vided them with lodgings, and gave t|iem 
rules and' direftions for their behavipiir i 
not only that his beneficencf migfitnot 
feem to lie frqitlefs andiineffpftual, while 
it was only employed iii making ' liis pur-, 
chafes of lands, and.raifing his byild|i^gj^ 
which would take up a confidcrable time ^ ^ 
hut that he might beftpw h^s earliej|'^ at- 
tention, and his greateft care, in fo^'gijj^g,, 
and perfe^jting the principal part^pf lua7 
defign; and that the life and^ foul, ^s it. 
were, might be ready to. iT\foitXi^ and^ajii-:^: . 
mate the body of his College^ as foon, sk . 
it could be finiftied, and fo the whole fyf-/ 
tem be at once completed in every p^. 
of it. This preparatory eftabliihpent, I , 
imagine, took place about the f^^n^ tirpe, 
with that of Winchefter, that is, in the, 
year 1373 ; which agrees vyith the a^ccount 
that fome * authors giye^ that^it wasjeyei^, 
yeiars before the foundation of the build- 
ing was laid: but they are miftaken,^ in. 
fuppofing that there were only, fifty, fcbo- 

* Martin., Wood, Harpsficld, Godwin^ 

lars 
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lif9 maintained .by him in this manner ^ 
for it appears by the RqUs of Accounts c^ 
New Qo}}e|;p, thai; in tlie year 1376 tho. 
Society cpiiufted of a/W^rden ^nd feventy 
Fellows/ called Pauperes Scolajes Venc- 
rabifis Dominji^Opminf WillKjlmi de Wyke-^ 
bam Wyntpn, E;pifcopi; and that it had 
been cftabjiihed,. probably to the fpnae num- 
ber, at le^ft a$ e^rly as September 1375, 
^ Richard Tonewof th, fellow of Merton, 
College ^was; apppinted by him Gover-?, 
norofthisSpcietyi, with the titlp of War- 
denj and, ^ falary pf zoh a yean 
The Fellows vvere lod^edin Blakehall, Hert- 
hall, Shulehall;^ Maydenhgllj and ilamer- 
hall^ thee^enceofth^irlodgii^ amount- 
ed to lol. 135.44* a year. They were* 
^owed each of them i s* 6d, ^ week, for 
their comiqons : and they had proper fervants, 
to attend thenxjj whp ha4 fuitable ftipends^ 
In the . f yca^x, ^379> the Biihpp com-^ 
pleted his feveral purchafes of lands for 
the fite of his College, and iranjedwtely 
took his meafures for erecting his buildiing. 
|n the firft place, he obtained the ^ KingV 

> * Rot. Comp. Coll., Nov. 

* Ant^ood.^Hift. Univ. Oxon. lib. 2. pi. 129^. 

* A. Wood. ibid. ex. Pat! 3. R, 2. p. i. m. 32* S^ 
|odea( Rot. Pat. 3. R,. 2. Bibliothec. Cotton. Titus, c. 5^ 

Fat?nt, 



i86 THE LIFE OF 

Patent, granting him licence to found his 
eollege : it is dated June 30th;» 13 79- He 
procured likewife ^ tlie Pope's Bulle to the 
fame efFeft. He publifhed his ^ Charter of 
Foundation November 26th following ; by 
which he entitled his CpUege, ^ixttt 

marie College ofWpm^tttttin <Bxtn^ 

fotDf It was then vulgarly called the New 
College) which became in time a fort of 
proper name for it, and in common ufe 
(Tontinues to be fo to this day. At the 
fame time, upon the refignation of Tone- 
wrorth, he conftituted his kinfmah Nicho^ 
las Wykeham Warden, with a falary of 
40 1. a year. On ^ the 5th of March fol- 
lowing, at eight o'clock in the morning, 
the foundation ftone was laid : the build- 
ing was finifhed in fix years ; and the So- 
ciety made their public entrance into it 
with much folemnity and devotion, fing- 
iftg Litanies, and marching in proceflion^ 

' * Prooem. Statut. Coll. Oxon. 

. T Regift. 2. Coll. Nov. fql. 138. 

■ » Tr^ftat. in Vet. Reg Coll. Wint. & Brev, Chron, 
The expreffioji in' both is, hora quarta ante meri- 
diem, and afterwards, hoja tertia ante meridiem. 
Wykeham did not lay the firft ftone in perfon, as 
fame atithors fay ; he was that day at Southwa^ k. Re- 
Jift; Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat, 

with 



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 187 

with the Crofs borne before them, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, on the 14th of 
April, 1386. The Society ^confifts of a 
Warden and feventy poor Scholars, Clerks, 
Students in Theology, Canon and Civil 
Law,- and Philofophy: twenty are ap- 
pointed to the ftudy of Laws, ten of 
them to that of the Canon, and ten to 
that of the Civil Law ; the remaining fifty 
are to apply themfelves to Philofopny (or 
Arts) and Theology ; two of them, how- 
ever, are permitted to apply themfelves to 
the ftudy of Medicine, and two likewifc 
to that of Aftronomyj all of whom are 
obliged to be in Priefts Orders within a 
certain time, except in cafe of lawful im- 
pediment. Befides thefe there are ten 
Priefts, three Clerks, and fixteen boys or 
Chorifters, to minifter in the fervice of the 
Chapel. 

The body of ftatutes, which Wykeham 
gave to his College, was a work upon 
which he beftowed much time and con- 
ftant attention. It was the refult of great 
meditation and ftudy, aflifted, confirmed, 
and brought to maturity, by long obferva- 

• Statut. Coll. Qxon. 

tion 
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tion and experience. He began it \iithf 
the firft eftablifhment of his Societyy apd, 
he was continually improving andperfeft-f 
ing; it almoft as l6ng,ashe livedi And ac*. 
cordingly it has been always cpf^idtred^ 
as the mofl judicious and the maH c&ok- 
plete performance in its .kindj and a^ the 
beft model which the foundcra of Col- 
leges in fucceedin^^ tim^s had to follow; 
and which indeed, moft of them hav€* ei- 
ther copied, or clofely imitated. 

That tl>e firft draught of his ftatutesh 
was made as early as I have mentioned;. 
appears from a. letter ' pf Wykeham-hinv* 
felf, which he wrote to the Warden of his^ 
College foon after the Society bad jnad©* 
their firft entrance into it* In thjs- letter 
he fpeaks of his ftatutes^ as duly puUifhed 
and promulged, and in tinie« psj^ fret 
<juently made known unto them, The g|e«t} 
care and attention, which be employ^ in 
revifing bis ftatutes from tinie* tQ time, and 
in improving them continually, ap|>ear^ 
very evidently from an ancient 'dya«ghto# 
them ftill extant *s in whkh th^wai^f^ 

• See Appendix, N« 13^. 

* Jn Arch^v, Coll. Nq^. 

tcratiops; 
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tcrations, corrcftions, and additions, made 
in the margin, fhew plainly how much 
pains he beftowed upon this important 
work; with how much deliberation, and 
with what great cxadlnefs, he weighed 
every the moft minute particular belonging 
tait. The textof thefe ftatutes appiears, 
by fomc circumftances which it is needlefs 
here to enlarge upon, to have been drawn 
up about the year 1386 j and therefore 
they cannot be the firft, which he ever made 5 
(mcc at that time he fpeaks of his ftatutes, 
as oft^n and long before publiflied. At ' 
the end of the year 1389, he apppinted 
Commiffaries to receive the oaths of the 
Warden and Scholars of his College, to 
obferve the ftatutes, which he then tranf- 
mitted to them, fealed with his fcal : this 
was a new edition of them, much correfted 
and improved j for, I fuppofe, it contained 
all the marginal alterations and additions 
above mentioned. IJe gave a third edition 
pf his ftatutes, reckoning from the time 
when his College was finifhed, ftill much 
enlarged and correfted, an ancient copy of 
which likewife is yet remaining *: it was 

' Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b.fol; 102. 
^ CoU. Nov. pcaes Dom. Cnftodem. 

N 7 pro* 
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probably ' of the year 1393. In * th^ 
year 1400, he appointed another Com- 
piflion for the fame purpofe, and in the: 
fame form, with that of the year 1389 ^ 
with that he fent to hi? College a new- 
edition likewife of his ftatutes, ftill revi{e4 
and enlarged : it is the laft which he gave> 
and is the fame with that now in force. . 

The original drawings of a great Mafter, 
compare4 with the finifhed paintings which 
be has made ffona therp, let us rppfe in- 
timately into ^e true fpirit of his defign ; 
they lay open his whole train of thinking^ 
and difcoyer the reafons qf alj tl^e moit 
minute alterations whicl^ ^re made in the 
progrefs of the wpr|c. We fee evident 
marks of his invention in compofing, his 
care in expreffing, his judgement in cor- 
refting j and have the pleafure of tracing 
the feveral fteps by which the whole piece 
has been brought to perfe6lion : and it 
fpmetimes alfo happens, that we have rea- 
fpn to regret the efFe6ls of too much ftudy 

5 Rqt. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1393. ** la Expn^. 
** Magiftr. Johannis Hafeley & Roberti Keton, equit. 
*' Lond' ad Dominum Furidaforem 'pro ftatutis reror'- 
*^ mandis a 2*** die Mail p. 16 tiies'continuo fequentes, 
« i8s. 6d." Regift.Wykeham'.fubdat. Mali 12. 1396. 
i-. *' in ftatutis difti Coll. ultimo corfeftis— .** 
- ^ Regift. Wykcbftm, pvt 3. b. fol, 182. 

• - an(^ 
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and application, of accuracy and coiTe<i- 
nefs purfued too far 5 when the cool en- 
deavours of art have not been able to 
reach the warm ftrokes of genius, and per- 
haps foilie particular parts of the finifhed 
piece have even wanted the propriety and 
juflnefs, which they had in the firft com- 
pofition. In a work^of imitation, the artift 
endeavours to exprefs the moft fimp!e ap- 
pearances of nature, her freeft and moft un- 
diiguifed features, attitudes, and operations; 
and the firft impreflions of thefe, upon a 
warm imagination, are commonly the live- 
lieft and the trueft. In a work of policy^ 
the legiflatdr ought to have chiefly in view 
the leading motives and main fprings of 
human aftion; and thefe are open and 
obvious, the moft eafily inveftigated, and 
the moft readily fet to work. The more 
fimple the compofition of his fyftem, the 
more furely will it attain its end, without 
diforder or impediment. Subordinate parts, 
and inferior but more complicated prin- 
ciples, will indeed require much care and 
confideration : even all the lefler circum- 
ftances ought to be well weigheid, and every 
precaution taken to prevent perverfion and 
abufe. Yet may this clofe attention to paiti- 
culars be eafily carried to exc^fs : too much 

^^efine*- 
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refinement will only give the greater Ccdpb 
and advantage to cvafion^ and ^tis the 
tlfual rtiisfdfturie of frequent alteritiofi ih 
a plan ohce in tlie main well adjufted^ 
that while it improves foma pairtSj it is at- 
tended with Unfbreleen ihcorivenience lA 
others, perhaps, of greater cohiequehcei 
Something of this kind, I think/ inay hb 
observed in one of the laft revifioiis vvhicR 
Wykeham made of hi^ ftatutcs ; and that 
in a point of coniiderable importance, thd 
hiannef of eleClioh into his College at bx-» 
ford, which feems then to havfe been un« 
happily altered for the vi^offe. The me- 
thod which he had eftablifhed at firft, and 
ivhich waS a;ccordihgIy obferved, I believe^ 
till the year 1393, was to fill up the va-- 
cancies of the preceding year by an annual 
fcleflion i and that, in cafe before nine or* 
ten months of the current year were paft^ 
there fliolild happen fix or more vacancies^ 
they were tb be filled up by an iritereledtionrf 
Tf'he only inconvenience of this method 
Wa^, that the Society would very often want 
of its full cbmpleihent of members J and 
Wykeham was^ very unwilling, that any 
part of his bounty fhbuld ever he dormant 
and iiia£live. By making it a pre-elec* 
tion, to fupply the vacahciesr immediately, 

each 
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each as they ihould fall in the year enfuing» 
he efFe6lually prevented this inconvenience 9 
but at the fame time opened a door to 
much greater inconveniences, to which the 
&ew metllbd has been found liable ^ ; to 
the greateft pofiibte perverfion of his cha- 
rily, ai fhamefol traffic between the Fel- 
low 6f:the College, that begins to fit loofe 
to the' Society, and the prefumptive fuc- 
ceffor^ an iihaft of which he was not 
aware, the fimplicity ^d probity of that 
age perhaps affording no example of 
the like, 'the laws 'of the Realm have 
fince endeavour^ to remedy all abides of 
this kind, but in vaid ;< nor is: it< perhaps 
in tlw^ power of thofe, who are moft con-^ 
cemed to doi it, to prevent them in every, 
inftance ; but it behoves all fudi to exert 
their utmoft diligence and refolution in 
putting an effectual flop to fo fcandalous 
apra6lice, if they have any regard for the 
honour of their Society, or for their own 
reputation. 

Wykeham endowed his College with 
lands and eftates, whofc revenues, at that 
time, were fully fufficient for the. fupport 
of it, and amply fupplied all the ufes artd 
purpofes for which he defigned it: he pro- 

' See Appendix. H^ XII. 
» See Statute 31. EUz. chap. 6, 

Q cured 
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cured a 7 Bi*ll€;of the Pope, oowfinnisng ]m 
ftatutes, and e^sempting his CoUegeibotn. aU 
jduriftilait^ion, L^gatine, 4rciiKBpsli(tf>pftl and 
Epifcopal, ej{<;«p!t , that qI ihcWnop. o£: 
Wincb$(krt: iflr% his ftalutes hfiiind apri 
poioted hii fijwfl^ffivs <^ BJjQaop&. «£ Win-. 
cbeftec. to h«.l^.Jiote VifitOBS okiU: vKotak 
ineiKli»g it to th«r pjcit;e^i{)n »adpllroRT: 
age^ Hehwi&lf, a^ long a^ he Itvedi. die-; 
riOied his young Sotcioty with, all th^-.'cue^ 
and: afiieSioD, fjf ^ ,ton^s: p^nt., i j ifsn^; 
fifted ' t^bem waib l»is!4ii:e<^ons,tai i^ nn^. 
aageniont of fttJt tibeir ai^r»Aiie h^ &-' 
ireral vifitations olrhi^ Cpttege% JiistCoav 
mlSkmp i . . nanjely,i rih. . tha j)Wi^r?t. ngjSjifij 
1592 ',' . and 14QQ *. ^nd iironit.tf»f <»: hti: 
j^ppHedt ham&ifiwithiipm 9^ ledrnifi^uafid. 
abUitie6»< vKhom. he adiAJ4ltedK tx^i oioflCi m-. 
timate>al)(3eiidan€eup(»^Jhi0lW'aild>lM|i.^hQm: 
he txanfa^ed ail: his. biuiijoei^.: iVtchi wees. 
'Nicholas Wyk«ham> John Binder; Jol^n 

7 In Archivis Regiftrarii Archidiaconatus .Winton. 
Dated July 19, 1398.^ •. - . 

. » Rot.', Com p..' CoU., Npv., paQiiPy gee : I^BP^Dt^ix, 
N^ IX. X and XL 

» Regift. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 74. 

■ Rpt; Comp. Coll. Nov. hujua anni* 

* Regift. W.yfceham, part :^. b. fol. liz. . ,, 
• 3 Regift, Wykeham, & Rot^ Comp. Coll^ 'Nov. 
ffaffim. '*, ' * ' ': 

. , - and 



dftiiiRobek Ketoni' Wakftr A^tde, Simbfli 

wkK ample lA-dbfttiemsj ' :■.'■■ 
WhiltJJthte^filbp' wais'engaged> in builtt- 
ing Wtf 'Gollfegft: ktriOxfordj he dlablifh'edt 
iftipi-opw^ferfh^hk^Society at WihtSvelief,- 
HiB> Charter (ft (boirtdktbn hetals date' 
oaobwi'Ac ^odi,; *§?»«, by 'Whkh he ne- 
miAareJ'*' ThomM^'dfe-Cranlfe Warden, ad- 
ihitsfiieSeholalfS/i and'gives his Q<k]ldge''tif6^ 

Rename of ^tmj0^nm: ^oUe^t of ^ 

I D iMte l lfftt l .- The' • nesft' . year ' dftt^r ' Hd^ 
had finiftie*»hisii ttuiidihg at' Okford^i Hc> 
began Ifoat -at^ Winwifieftfcr, for which W 
*:had> obtained 'both the: P^lsei's: andJ thex 
Ring^3 liceftice lo»g">bieforei' A natural: af-; 
feftioa and prcfudite^ for the very place, 
wfeidb heihad: fi*ei^ritfcd!inihiS"earlydaySj,> 
fecnts Whavie had hs wdghi in determin- 

♦ Uh. H- ColLWlnt. fol. 85. ■ 

' He had been Fellow of Merton College ; was made 
WasdenafiNew Colkge by! th« Founder,- 158^4 Tie was' 
Chancellor.of the Umverfity-of Oxfoed jviaade Arch?^ 
bilhop of bublin, 1397 } died 1417. For a farther ac- 
connt of his Tincommoo cndowihents and.abirKies,4''fee'j 
Ware de Prsffol. Hibgnrbr Annab of Ird^nid, Iw 
Camden's Britannia, Edit.Gibfori, Appendix to Vol. 11. 

«• iH). H. Coil. Wint. fol. 23 and 81. Note, that 
the Pope's Bulle of licence is dated June i , ,1 378^. The 
Kingts>m&4)bfaiaed;:aa; Richardill. 6td. Index Rot. 
Pat.-FiibiKoth. Cotton- Titus,. c 3; 

■ • O 2 ing 
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ing the fituation of it; the fchool ^, which 
Wykeham went to when he w^s a boy, 
was where his College now (lands. The 
ii^ft 7 {toti€ was laid on March the 26th, 
1387, at nine o'clock in the morning : it 
took up fix years likewife in buildings and 
the Warden and Society made their folemn 
entrance iiuo it) chanting in proceflion, at 
nine o'clock in the morning on March the 
28th, 1 393* The fchool had now fubiified 
hear twenty years, having been opened at 
Michaelmafs 1373. It was compl^ely 
eftabliihed from the firft to its full num- 
ber of feventy Scholars, and to all other 
intents and purpofes ) and continued all 
along to furnifh the Society at Oxford 
with proper fubje6ts by ele^ion. It was 
^t firft Committed to the care of a Mat- 
ter and Undermafter only: in the year 
1382, it was placed under the fuperior 
government of a Warden, This was the 
whole Society that made their formal en- 
trance into it, as abovementioned. Till 
the College was erected, they were pro- 
vided with lodgings in the * parifti of St. 

John 

« MS. Coll. Wiatv 

7 Traftat. in Vet.Regift. Coll. Wint. & Brw.Chron. 
* See Appendix, H"" X. It is called the pariOi of 

Sujohn 
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John upon the Hill. The^ firft nomina- 
tion of Fellows was made by the Founder 
on the 2oth of December, 1394. He no<- 
mmated five only, tho* he had at that 
time determined the number to ten. But 
the Chapel was not yet quite finifhed; 
nor was it ' dedicated and confecrated till 
the middle of the next year : foon after 
which, we may fuppofe, that the full num- 
ber of Fellows^ and of all other members 
deiigned to bear a more particular rela- 
tion to the fervice of it^ was completed 
by him. The whole Society * confifts of 
a Warden, feventy poor Scholars, to be 
inftru6ted in Grammatical learning, ten 
fecular Priefts perpetual Fellows, three 
Priefts Chaplains, three Clerks, and fixteen 
Chorifters : and for the inftruftion of the 

;'. Scholars, a Schoolmafter, and an Under- . 

' inafter or Ufher. 

The ftatutes, which he gave to his Col- 
lege at Winchefter, and which are referred 
to in the Charter of Foundation, are as it 
were the counterpart of thofe of his CoU 

St. John BaptiftupoQ St. Giles's Hill^ in Regift.CoU. 
Wint. an. 1453. 

» Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. foL 132. 

' RegilL Wykeham^ part 3. b. fol. 136* 

* Statut* Coll. Wifit. 

O 3 lege 
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kgc -at Qxfoixi: he amcilidfltt, ritngpr<p5re4 
and.enlirg«d the foraaer, ty tWifefak^fteps 
as ihe Iliad .doije the dattcr ; latid.he gawe the 
laft edition, aad ' received the' oaths lof 
the fewral members of ithe^Society to die 
pbfcrvance. of them, %. hisCbHjiriiflajads 
appointed for that ;purpofe, fidptember the 
9th, 1400.: iD'thisjcaferheihad' ilo•occa;• 
ik«lt'0.inmke^a particwbr prpvifiow io ixm- 
iftitBting a Vifitbr of his :Collcge 5 ' the tu 
tujttion of it ;cojnoided with i^iis defign, and 
(he left it under tjie Gtedbiary JuiuTdiiStion of 
the Diocefan, the Biibx^ of Wincheftcr. 
iBefuJes, hehadlhereitakea a farljaer precaUi- 
tion for fecuringthe due dbfervahce of his 
'ftatutes, by xilaking hi^- College' at Wm^ 
:cheft(5*Xubo;^diinate, i^.well in^ov^rditDufi^ 
and xiifcipliae, astin.ufe.aiid defign, 'to (that 
-at Qrford. .He plfijQed the'form^ under 
the conftant care and intfpeflScm of the 
.{atter, by ;a|)poiattng z iblemn Vifitation- 
^to bfe .held ,th0re .every year, by the Warden 
jofjhisjfuperior College ja con$un£li6niwitila 
two other S«pehvifors .aauuaUy .chofen :0\at 
of the Fellows of the fame College. 

Wykeham enjoyed for many years tite 
pleafure,;:a pleafupre th? gneaieft to ;ag0od 

3 Regift. Wykeham, *part'3..b. fpl. .i^J..: ■ . ' 

and 
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^digSnetou^ hfciart tkAt can be chjtoyei, of 
ibeiig t^ good effefls of his own benefi*- 
,ceiicei and recfeiving 121 them the/proper 
Irawatfd' of -his pious labouts; of obfbrving 
his Ciolle^ growing up under his eye^ 
^nd ^mtinuaHy bringing forth tho(e finuts 
of virtu€> piety, arid learnings which hk 
had roafon to txp^ front themw TH^^ 
i[:QBtinu^d ftiU to rife in reputation ^ and^ 
fdmijfh^ the Chutxrh and State with nian^^ 
iemineiit aild able : men : in dll prt)feflid>ns4 
Not>l0ttg after his delth^oneiof his own 
^bi^^si/whom, he .had himitlf &en edli- 
tated ih bi^th hi6 Societies, dnd raiied un*^ 
dechis^::infpe6lidri, and prob^ly with his 
{0om and afllftahce in G^njiiri^idn with 
his owii great merits, to a * confiderablede-^ 
gr« .of J. eminence, .became in illuftrious 
followfC of hi$ gjieat example^ This wa^ 

♦ "" Non equicjem (efellit opinio : nam inde, velut ex 
" equo Troj'^QO, vlri dmni tempore virtut^ excellehtes 
^/ pio^ertnA'* Polyd. Virgil. Mg hift: Jib. m. 

," Neque Collegium quodvis aliad ▼.el plures, teJ aj 
** lifegotiatum {acra turn civilla procijranda magis id- 
" tnUibSy ill EcclefianI aui Remj^uMicaiifi emiftHe c6h- 
" Hat/* ,A; .Wood. Hift. Univ. Qxoo. "Lib. II. p. 158. 
5 '.* Vcnerabiiis Vir Magifter Henric-us Chichele, 
" L f> ^. tail6nicasSarnm. Revefendi ifl Chrtfto Patrls 
" domini Richardi Dei gratia Epifc. Sarum. in remo- 
'* lis igdntiflVkarks teS^lriltiafebusGeneraliS. Jirn.g. 
" 1398/'— Regltt.Wykdlto,.pBfft J. &1. 1^86. " 

O 4 Henry 
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Henry Chichelcy, Ai'chbiihop of Canter- 
bury; whD% befides a Chantry and Ho|^ 
pital, which he buUt at Higham-Ferrers, 
the place of his birth^^ founded like^He AH 
Souls College in Oxfoijd, for thcitti^nte- 
nance of forty Fellows (be6fdes Ch^i>lams> 
CierkS) and Chorifters) who, according to 
Wykeham's plan, are appointed, twenty- 
four of them to the ftudy of Theology and 
Philofophy, and the remaining iixteen to 
that of the Canon and Civil Laws. He 
gave a handfbme teftimony of his afFe£l:ion» 
efteem, and gratitude, towards the College 
in which he had received his Academical 
education, by a confideraWe prefent, (123!^ 
6 s. and 8 d. to be a fund for loans to the 
Fellows on proper occafions 5) and by ap- 
pointing Dr. Richard Andrews, one of that 
Society, and with whom he had contraAed 
a peribnal acquaintance there, to be the 
firft Governor of his own College. 

Shortly after this, Henry the Sixth foun- 
ded his two Colleges of Eton and Cam- 
bridge, intitely upon Wykeham's plan, 
whofe ftatutes he has tranfcribed without 

any material alteration. While the King 
««• 

* A. Wood. Hift. Univ, Oxon. lib. 2. p. 172, Src. 
fanner. Notjt, Monaft/p, 388, and 441. 

was 



was 'employed* iir;thkpio work, he ^ fre- 
quenlljjrvhoiioWed Wi^dbtfter College with 
JbSs ptt&nce.} ntaibotdy to teftify the favour 
and regai^ whtth-lK bore to that Society, 
-biit Miatfhe ^ght alfb.more nearly infpef):, 
andpeiicmat^ ^he hws^ the/pir 

rkf thcj[\iK3^^ of aa int 

fiitdtk»;^ .^Mi^l^ {)C0poi^d tohimfelf for 
a moddu /^Fiirafi.lakac^ it appears, that his 
icnfttadoirof Wyktham!« plasi )«rjis,oot ow^ 
^ :3ng^tq;^ filial thou^t! of hi&.owp, qr ^ 
^l&tttiali^^o^^ ^ofixi an0theri or 

affi^^rci^tioh fckimieci only on Comcnon 
report: &£ popular opinion ; but was the 
refiilt of deliberate inquiry, of knowledge 
wiS es^perknce* He came ^o Winchefter 
College fivSe fcverd tjmk j^^ 
and wasaftei^waixls freqiuei^l^ there> 4l|rii;tg 
his refidence lor above a month atc^^inr 
dhefter, when ; the Parliament was held 
there in the year 1449. He was always 
received with all the honours aijd refpe6l 
due to fo illuflxious a gueft, and as conr 
fiantly teftified his fatisfaftion by fome me- 
morial of his good- will and affection to- 
wards the Society, At one time, he made 



them 




th»m ^ prefenr »f iic»je hiradrcd nobles to 
adbtn the high lakkr^ with ^ which wds p«;a:^ 
ichafed a pair lofilixrge bafons of fiiver gilt t 
^t attothitt-,^he^wii&.beft fobt^ faw <tue^ 
ccmi^flSnS' df dc«hiof tifiae oFgold and for 
t>f fables, w&id3t9;Mi^-ii]covvifeiapp%d:to 
th^ ttfe of the Chiapel : at others, : he igg^w 
a chalice of gold, two phials of- g<dd;.anad 
a tabernacle of gold, adorned ' with >pre* 
ciods ftones, and with the images i^ tht 
Holy Trinity^ and' the Bleflcd Virgin,: of 
Chryftall. He moreover corafinned and 
enlarged the liberties and privil^si whicb 
his Royal PredeceiTors had grafted to «bat 
Society. : : .;. . :' 

William * of Waynflcte was Sid&oolmafljci; 
of Winchefter College, at the time Whto 
the King made his firft vifit, and had been 
fo about eleven years : he had filled that 
important pdft with fuch ability, and had 
executed his office with fuch diligence, judge- 
ment, and fuccels, that the King, to give 
his new feminaiy the greateft advantage: it 

could poffibly have, that of an excellent 

■ ^ 

• Vet. Reg?ft. Coll. Wint. 
» Ibid. "Ibid. 
» Re^. Coll. Wint. 

and 



X 



WILLIAM DF WTKEHAM. »o3 

y^at to thel!&jnc)f* cmjiteyih^ at^oH^ 
lie-foo|i ^ftorvtfiards^iitede ^bim :Pfcd)vrift of 
£to€i CoUcfgO:}; andtketi^ by hisiKcomtsien^ 
daticw, Bifefipciof Windififtm. Waysnjlctc 
conj^nuied ri^n^y ry^ears) inhftbis -flation,* and 
wasthe]pi^e>en9;blbiS.;tfo faeconbier ranoshelr. gei> 
n^^oQS: ^ftiiit^Qr cif his ^at^preddceffor . 
Wykflbaro> in Jais. * aob^ jted jampk foun- ^ 
fdation : of yM^gdftieQ C^ege in.O:»f(frrd« 
He ^rpf^^ldiNew CiAkgi^smi vi Imxfteem 
% it, a?a^ f fiff^e^; \^ \ti Bbiiwtdcr, ^for he 
h^i neY§t: >1<!5W Jbfkafidf jof ithat: Society) the 
icop»pU»e(ojj<'i(ji^: ohoafiikgrfoGaaa thencfcDri. 
Hiiclwd Ml^W to be JPiofideant of Ms Col* 
k^i a»d.* qI peitoittbgshis PcUowa t<> 
^^ve «^^jftq!*^l{:iriggard tb.thcr^ of 

^ijM3ip Spjiejjy. with thafexif thtir ©wsnti^ 
k ^ d^picepf jtbek Pj]0&dent$ fbr the fo^ 

Having i^w^iionied tlateifingular honour 
ioni& to Wii^^ji^er Cplkgeibythe apeated 
viiiits of : a JR^Qyial Qugft^ i iwndL vrfially 
pafs over Ibme diftinftions of the fame 

- ^ Bidden. 4iflVl«d Wityttfleti;' Pafj^er, dd aiu 1447- 
♦ A. Wb^. tiai Unh^: Cfeo». US. i. p. 187, '^c 
'l^imer. Notit. IiliJiiaft. p. 44^ 

kind, 
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kind, as they happen to be recorded^ 
which Wykehaixi's other College received 
in his lifetime 5 and ^hich were intended 
as teftimonies of rcfpeft to its Founder, as 
well as of favour to the Society* About 
^ the latter end of the year 1388, a 
Great Council was held at Oxford, at 
which the principal of the nobility aflifted. 
The New College, as it was called, was 
at this time an objeft of curiofity ; it was 
but lately finifhed, and was by much the 
moft confiderable in its appearance of any 
then extant: fo that 'tis ^no wonder, if the 
great perfonages there aflembled exprefled 
an inclination to fee it. Nicholas Wyke- 
ham the Warden, either in compliance 
with the Founder's general dire6lions, or 
more probably in obedience to his exprefs 
orders, on this occafion, took this oppor- 
tunity of fending them an invitation to 
his College, which was accepted; and he 
had the honour of entertaining the nobi- 
lity with their attendants at his lodgings. 

« Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1388^.— " Et in 
** Expens. faft. in Aula CuAodis tempore, Confilii Re- 
«' gis & aliorum Dominpnunregni perMagiilrym Nicho* 
*' laum de Wykcham pro tunc cultod. pro diverfis Do- 
«< minis & eorum famult vi, 1. xiiL 4«" 

But 
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But the • moft memorable compliment of. 
this kind was paid to that Society about 
four years afterwards.by theDiike of Laa-*i 
caften He. made, a: vilit to; the College, 
accompanied by four Knights, and a large. 
train of attendants; and was entertained: 
there, according ^ to the conftant iufage of: 
that time, with comfits, fpices, and wine^ 
I mention this the rather, as it is a proof, 
that the Biihop of Winchefter. was at this 
time upon very good terms with the Duke y 
as indeed he had been ever iince, as well as 
before, the ' great difagreement^ that hap- 
pened between them at the end of Edward* 
the Third's time. We ^ find them, very 
foon after this gre^ quarrel, joining toge- 
ther in a common fuit, in bdialf of the 
Dean anil Chancellor of St. Paul's London, 
and the Bifhop of London's Vicar General, 
to the Archbiftiop of Canterbury ^ who had 
publifhed a fevere fentence of deprivation 
againfi: them for refifting his authority. 

^ Rot. Comp. Coll. Nov. an. 1392-3. '* Et ia 
*^ expenf. faft. pro Domino Duce Lancaftr. cum iv. 
** MiHtibus & aliis multis defamilia fua venient. ad Col- 
'' legiom 13"^ die Feb. videlicet in 2 lib. de confe^l:. & 
«« i lib; dragct. & 6 lagcn. vini. vi. f. x. d." 

7 Froiffart. paffim. 

* Parker. Antiq; Brit, ad an. 1379* 

5 Nor 



Mbi?dfir.t&^re rerhtthx aMy IftdicatiottW, *df* 
a9»y>lihe htaft t^attsi^of ill-^ hbfiMti^^ b^i 
t4fHBA'theraiidyep;kftspr. - Thttfe'tenittity: wm^ 
Qoaifionalinclo|t>oirticalron]y^'not perfonal^; 
and;whehiflhQ^aks£(:0f it ce^ed, lilie t^oe^ 
cooiittirs^'i^e^ ddoppcd' titeifivrafeittmeiiti ' 

£idfihds,i as cca^rtiier£pmruQily?are, audvery^ 
ready/ It QB payrione another^ upon 4rtl com-^ 
mdn (tKcaficm^^Jiii&imutdd ii&cid. of 'cMl^ 
lity; .'attontidrr,;^aaKhrtfJ)e£b ;. 'V ■ ^r '''■'^••' 

of Wykehaor^ io. hier E^iibo]^! -dipacky t-^ 
The. Archbiflrapsc df Cantdtfhutty and t3»[ 
AhhDtsr<»£3t.;Aikftin's in thr'ikme cityi'ii*!^' 
terfercd wryr amch: with- caie another in 
their fituatkxm and privil^^i; aiid. ibwas 
not to be c)q>ededl that two fuch. gccafc 
perfonages^ in' {\ic\i circumftances; ftiodd' 
ever be gppd neighbours; THe conltent: 
jealbufy tliat aixifo. from hencei was in e6*. 
{qOl thfecaufe of frequent difputes: between, 
them : the Archbifliops watched every op- 
portunity of eftablifhing aidifpiiitcd^iH>werj 
and the Abbots were always upon tKeic 
gjiard againft all attempts from thati quar- 
ter. In ' the year 1380, Siidbtiry Arch- 

' W. Thorn. Chronica apud X Scriptorcs, col; 2155. 

bifliop 
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ln&<^ Qf^CaxLterfafuryfaadiO'inind m affertf 
hia autJiQi ity over the Abby^ as Legate -bp 
office of fehe.Boly See^ dia* it was 'exempt 
from .hk, Archiepiiicopal jiuri&li6lipn : hiei 
pftrtf»ded)tomakea'vifili of'deyotiot)to:th& 
Imdits ; of . ti^e fakits. buried there^ ^nd Wds 
^QOiing: tbithi^r. robed in hSs PonOificalsj. and 
tnt& the Cfofs . qarriiqd .bafbre Mm:* Mi«- 
(bad) Feidchaiii the Abbot, alledgmgi, 'in 
d^nte.<)fvtbepriviledg6jaidid es»piplaibili <d0 
b)^ Ahbjr, ti]0t he hdd no right to come 
^hJUfcliSf in fiichi form. iml without permif^' 
fiop^ ifajut the gates, ag^itifb hitxi V audi phccRi 
a ^m^^ of anoned >iiti^i;there to/rei^ft iiiitiv 
if h^t jQiouij^ attempt to enter byi force. Hes^e 
ivas ipailAeS'^pugh for. a long andvioknti 
^QHtesiUpn-: th£< Ai'dkbi/faop i^ade hi^ com^ 
]^*HJt.t(>i tite.Pope of the injury andi af*- 
^QUk offered him, and the Abbot on the 
<^$)f hand pli^aded the rights and immu-^ 
i^^s Q(:hh Abby: The Pope referred the 
wJw>le wafcter to WyJceham, and by hi$:, 
$!^e g%fi(^ikitn full powems to judge in the* 
csy^5 tp jfiite: all p^rfone, however privi'-^^ 
Ifi4gei4 and:e?©fflpted> and to give fentenoe' 
in,ij^ vi^i^ wa$ to. be.final. and without ap«^ 
peal.' Wykeham feems to have been very 
propei^y chofen upon this occalion, as. one. 
6 to 
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to whom neither party was like tAliave any 
exception, as j^udge or mediator in the dis- 
pute: the Archbifhop could have no dif^ 
truft of one of his brethren 5 and no Bi- 
(hop would probably have been more agree* 
able to the Abbot, than the perlbn from 
' whofe hands> by the Pope's permillionj 
and at his own requeft, he had received 
the jfokmn benediAion on. his promotion 
to that great dignity. But he. had toa 
much experience and caution to be over- 
hafty in proceeding in fo delicate an affair^ 
in which the moft prudent and upright 
arbitiator could only expeft to reap offence 
and ill-will from one or other, or perhaps 
both the parties. However, the miferable 
fate of the poor Archbifhop, who about 
the middle of the next year was murdered 
by the rebels on Towerhill, prevented all 
difficulties of this kind, and put an end to 
the whole difpute for the prefent- My 
author, an honefl Monk, at that very time 
one of the fraternity of St. Auflin's, and 
no doubt a vehement flickler for the pri- 
vileges of his houfe, feems to think his Ab- 
bot was endowed with the gift of prophe- 

« Regiftr. Wykeham, part i.fol. 65, W, Thoni. 
ibid. col. 215X. 
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cy, in his anfwer to fome threatenings of 
the Archbifhop 1 tod piotifly fiippofes, that 
the Prelate*s unhappy epd was a judgement 
from heaven, inflicted on him by the faints 
and patrons of the Monaftery, exerting 
themfelves in defence of .God's fervants* 

In * the year 1382 the Bifhops and Clcr-' 
gy began to be greatly alarmed at the pro-- 
grefs, which Wickliff's principles and doc-* 
trines were daily making, and efpecially 
in the Univerfity of Oxford* Several Prot^ 
feiibrs and Doftors, of the firft diftinftion 
for learning there, began to defend and 
maintain them in the fchools, and to preach 
them publicly > and in fo doing wei'e open- 
ly encouraged and fupported by the coun- 
tenance of the magiftrates of the Univerfity^ 
and particularly by the authority of the 
Chancellor Dr. Robert Rygge* 

Courtney '' Archbiihop of Canterbury 
thought it high time to inquire into this 
matter, and to take proper meafures fox* 
putting a ftop to this growing feet: for 
this purpofe, and to give all ppffible weight 
and folemnity to his proceedings, he fum-* 

^ A. Wood. H.ift, Unir. pxon. lib. i.p. 190* FoXi 
Vol. I. p. 407. 

' Wilkins Concil. Mag. Brit, Vol. 3. p. 157* ^c. 
P moned 



210 THELIFEOF 

moned to his afliftance fome of his brethren 
the BifhopS) and feveral other Do6lors in 
Divinity and Laws ; all of them perfons 
moil eminent for their fkill and learning, 
and foundnefs in religion. They met at 
the Black Friars London, and having ex- 
amined the conclufions reported to have 
been maintained by thefe Preachers, un- 
animoufly condemned them, fome as he- 
retical, others as erroneous. This deter- 
mination the Archbifhop fent down to * 
Oxford, ordering at the fame time the 
Chancellor toaffift at the publifhing, by 
the Bedel of the Faculty of Divinity, this 
folemn condemnation of WicklifPs tenets. 
The Chancellor not only refufed to obey 
the Archbilhop's mandate, on pretence that 
it was an infringement of the privileges of 
the Univerfity, but threatened to oppofe 
by force any one, that fliould attempt to 
publifli the articles of condemnation. Ac- 
cordingly he got a confiderable number of 
the party, armed, as it was faid, under 
their gowns^ to attend him ; and by this 
means fo intimidated the Archbifliops 
agents, that no one dared to move in it. 
Dr. Philip Repyngdon, at this time the 
moft ftrenuous and the moil able defender 

of 
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of WicklifTs caufe, (tho' foon afterwards 
he recanted, and, being made Biihop of 
Lincoln, became the moft vehement op- 
pofer and perfecutor of it) had given out 
beforehand, that he would maintain Wick- 
lifFs doftrines in his fermon at St. Fridef- 
wyd*s on the feaft of Corpus Chrifti j and 
he did not fail to anfwer the expe6tation he 
had raifed. The Chancellor, who had ap- 
pointed him to preach, was prefent, and 
being furrounded by a gua^rd of his party, 
proteiled him from all interruption and, 
infult : and afterwards openly received him 
with marks of approbation, and returned 
him thanks. The Archbifhop, upon re- 
port made to him of thefe particulars, cited 
the Chancellor to appear before him. The 
Chancellor obeyed, and came before the 
Archbifhop, and his Synod of Bifhops and 
Do6lors, once more folemnly convened at 
the Black Friars. 

The Biftiop of Winchefter affifted at 
each of thefe Aflbmblies, and was, after 
the Archbifhop, the principal perfon there. 
What fhare he took in the management of 
this affair, or with what fpirit he afted in 
it, does not at all appear from any authen- 
tic evidence, except in this one circum- 
P 2 fiance: 
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ftance : that * when the Chancellor made 
his fubmiffion to the Aixhbifhop, and beg^ 
ged pardon for his offence, the Bifhop <^ 
Winchefter ftrenuoufly interceded for him, 
and with much difficulty procured his 
peace ; upon which the Archbilhop was fa- 
tisfied with reprimanding him for what 
was paft, and giving him a fevere admo- 
nition with regard to his behaviour for 
the future. It fliould feem from hence, 
that Wykeham was inclined to mild and 
gentle methods of proceeding in this im- 
portant and delicate buiinefs: but the 
Bifhops in general were not in the fame 
way of thinking; contrary meafures were 
purfuedj.the WicklifRfts were perfecuted 
and difperfed j the feeds of the Reformation 
were fown more widely, and the harveft, 
by being delayed, became the more plen- 
tiful, 

A great * quarrel happened this ^ year 
between the Priory of St. Fridefwyd and 
the Univerfity of Oxford, on occafion of 
the latter's encroaching upon certain rights 
and privileges of the former. The King, 
upon frequent complaints made to him by 

^ A. Wood. & Fox, ibid. 

5 A, Wood. Hift, Univ. Oxon lib. i. p. 189. 

the 
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the Priory, intcrpofed more than once with 
his authority, by writs dire6led to the 
Univerfity, forbidding all fuch encroach- 
ments 5 but without efFe^l. Upon which he 
gave a * commiffion to the Bifhop of Win- 
chcfter and fix others, to inquire into the 
fnerits of the caufe, and to determine it 
finally. The Commiflioncrs gave judge- 
ment in favour of the Priory, and the Uni- 
verfity fubmitted to their decifion. 

The Bifliop ^ of Winchefter was likewife 
one of ,four Commiflioncrs appointed by 
the King to judge in a' difpute that had 
arifen among the fellows of Oriel College, 
on occafion of the ele^ion of a Pix>vt>fl: in 
the year 1385; which was happily com-- 
pofed by their interpofition. 

In * the year 1393, Wykeham held a 
fourth Vifitation of the Monaftery of his 
Cathedral Church of Winchefter. The 
principal obje6ls of his inquiry at this 
time were, the ftate and condition of the 
Fabrick ; and that of the Society, both in 
refpefl of the number of members, and 

« MS. Rymer. R. 2. Vd, 2. N*» 64. dated Nov. 18. 
an. reg. 6. 

7 A. Wood. HUL Ujiiv. Oxon. Lib. i..p, 194. 
» MS. Harleian. N** 328, fol. 1 2; &c. 

P 3 the 
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the proper fupply of provifions allotted to 
them. The Convent had in former tiraes 
confifted of fixty Monks, but was now re- 
duced to forty-fix 5 and thefe were but 
fcantily ferved with provifions: for the 
Priors had for fome time converted to their 
own ufe the profits of certain eftates, which 
were apprdpiiated to the neceflfary fupport 
of the Monks ; and this had been the occa- 
fion of much diflenfion between them and 
their fuperior. The Bi/hop by his Injunc- 
tions orders, that the number of Monks 
be increafed to fixty, as foon as may be ; 
and that the Prior, for the time being, 
pay yearly out of his profits 40 L towards 
their due fupport: upon which confidera- 
tion the Monks renounce all farther claim, 
upon him. What fuccefs the Bifhop might 
have in his endeavours to reftore peace to 
the fociety, we cannot fay : but his defign 
of augmenting it to the ancient number, 
for which indeed he had given general or- 
ders in his former injunftions, fcems ftill 
to have been inefFeftual ; for at the time 
of his death we find ^ it was reduced ftill 
lower, to the number of forty-two Monks, 

9 Leger-book of the Church of Wint. N* i. fol. 20* 

The 
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The other objeft of his inquiry prov- 
ed a matter of no lefs difficulty. The 
Fabrick of the Church was greatly out 
of repair, and the eftates allotted to that 
life were very infufficient for it. The 
Bifliop ordered, that the Prior for the 
time being, ftiould pay 100 1. a year for 
feven years enfuing, and the Subprior and 
Convent 100 marks in like manner, for 
this fervice ; over arid above the profits of 
all eftates fo allotted, and all gifts and le- 
gacies. Whether it were that their reve- 
nues proved unequal to fuch a burthen ; 
or that the neceffary repairs required a 
much larger fupply; or that the Bifhop 
was not fatisfied with providing for a re* 
pair only, and what was merely neceffary j 
we find, that foon after he relieved the 
Prior and Convent from the whole charge, 
and with his ufual generofity took it intirely 
upon himfelf. 

For having about this time almoft finifh- 
ed his College at Winchefter, he began to 
be at liberty to look out for fome new ob- 
jeft of his munificence, which he never 
could fuffer long to continue vacant 
and unemployed: and he foon deter- 
mined to undertake the repair, or ra- 
P 4 ther 
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ther the rebuilding, bf great part of his 
Cathedral Church. The ' whole fabrick 
then ftanding was eref^ed by Bifliop 
Walkelin, who began it in the year 1079/ 
It was of the* Saxon archittdture, not great- 
ly differing from the Roman ; with round 
ipillars, much ftronger than Doric or TaC- 
cjlli, or fquare piers adorned with fmall 
pillars J round-headed archei and window^ ; 
aiid plain walls on the outfide without 
buttreffes : as appears by the crofs-ifle and 
tower which remain <>{ it to this day. The 
nave of the Church had been for fome time 
in a bad condition : ^ Bifhop Edyngdon 
Undertook to repair it in the latter part of 
ftis time, and by his will ordered his exe- 
clitbrs to finifli what he had begun- And, 
Whether in purfiiance of his defign, and 
by his benefedliofi, or otherwife, it appears, 
*that in the year 1371, fome work of this 
kind was carrying on at a great expence, 

* Tho. Rudbornc iapud Whartoa. Ang, Sacr. Vol. i, 
p. 294, 295. Vid. etiam p. 256, 285. W. Malmef- 
bory. 

* Sir Chriftopher Wfeii's Hiftorical account of Wcft- 
rmafter Abby, la a Letter to Bifliop Atterbury. Sec 
Wren's ParentaHa, or Widmorc's Hift. of Weftmiafter 
Abby. 

3 Wharton. Ang. Sacr. Vol. i. p. 3 17. 

* Rcgift. Wykeham. part j. a.fol. 47. 

J However, 
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However, Wykeham, upon due confidera- 
tion and furveyj found it either fo decayed 
and infirm^ or elfe fo mean in its appear* 
ance, and fo much below the dignity of 
one of the firft Epifa>pal fees in the king- 
dom> that he determined to take down 
the whole from the Tower weftward, and 
to rebuild it both, in a ftronger and more 
magnificeht manner* This great work he 
undertook in the year 1394, ^ and entered 
upon it the beginning of the next year, 
upon the following ^ conditions, ftipulated 
between him and the Prior and Convent ; 
who acquit the Bifliop of all obligation to 
it, and acknowledge it as proceeding from 
his mere liberality, and 2eal for the ho- 
nour of God.: They agree to find the whole 
fcafFolding neceflary for the work ; they give 
the Bifhop free leave to dig and to carry 
away chalk and fand from any of their 
lands, as he fhall think moft convenient 
^nd ufeful for the fame purpofe ; and they 
allow the whole materials of the old build- 
ing to be applied to the ufe of the new* 

5 ** Novam fabricam [Eccleflae Wynton.] incepit die 
** Mercurii prox. poll feftum omnium Sanftorum anna 
*♦ regni Regis Richardi II. xviii. & anno confecrationis 
♦* difti Patrisxxviii." MS. CoilL Wint. 

* Leger-bookof Winchciler Church, N® i. fol. 18, 
fer Appendix, N*» XVH. 

He 
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He employed William Winford as Archi- 
teft : Simon Membury was appointed fur- 
veyor of the work on the Biftiop's part, 
and John Wayte, one of the Monks, con- 
troller on the part of the Convent. As the 
Church of Winchefter is fituated in low 
ground, which, without great precaution 
and expence, affords no very fure founda- 
tion for fo weighty a ftrufture, Wykehami 
thought it fafeft to confine himfelf to the 
plan of the former building, and to make ufe 
of a foundation already tried, and fubjedt 
to no hazard. He even chofe to apply to 
his purpofe fome part of the lower order 
of pillars of the old Church, though his 
defign was in a different flyle of archi- 
tenure; that which we commonly call 
Gothic, with pointed arches and windows, 
without key.ftones, and pillars conlifting 
of an affemblage of many fmall ones clofe- 
ly connefled together ; but ^ which is more 
properly Saracen, for fuch was its origin : 
the Crufades gave us an idea of this form 
of archite6lure, which afterwards prevailed 
throughout Europe. The pillars or piers 
of the old building, which he made ufe 

^ Sir Chriftopher Wren. ibid. 

of. 
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of, were about fixteen feet in height ; of 
the fame form with thofe in the eaft fide of 
the northern Crofs-ifle: thefe he carried 
up higher, according to the new defign, 
altering their form, but, retaining their 
ftrength, and adopting them as a firm ba- 
fis for his own work. The new pillars are 
nearly equal in bulk to the old ones ; and 
the intercolumnation remains much the 
fame. Thefe circumftances, in which fta- 
bility and fecurity were very wifely in the 
firft place confulted, have been attended 
however with fome inconveniences; as it 
feems owing to them, that this building 
has not that lightnefs and freedom, and 
that elegance of proportion, which might 
have been expefted from Wykeham's known 
tafte in architedlure, and from the ftyle 
and manner of his other works in this 
kind ; of which we have evident examples 
in the Chapels of both his Colleges,' efpe- 
cially in the weftem part of that of New 
College in Oxford, which is remarkably 
beautiful. To the farther difadvantage of 
its prefent appearance, an alteration, which 
could not then be forefeen, has fince hap- 
pened. At that time the buildings of the 
Monaftery covered the whole fouth fide of 

the 
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the Church, fo that it feemcd needlcfs to 
be at a great expence upon ornaments 
in that part, which was like to be for ever 
concealed. By the demolition of the Mo- 
naftery this fide is now laid open, and di(l 
covers a defeft of buttrefles and pinnacles, 
with which the north fide, which was then 
the only one in view, is properly furnifhed. 
Another alteration of the fame kind has 
been made in the infide, and with the like 
cfFeft : immediately befoi^ the entrance of 
the Choir flood the Veftry, which extend- 
ing from fide to fide of the Nave, pre- 
vented the intire conformation of thofe 
pillars, againft which it refted, to the 
new defign, but at the fame time con- 
cealed the irregularity: in the time of 
Charles the Firft this was pulled down, 
and the prefent beautiful Ikrecn, the work 
of Inigo Jones, was erefled; but no care 
was taken, by an eafy and obvious altera- 
tion, to correfJ: a deformity, which was 
then uncovered, and ftill continues to diC- 
grace the building, in a part, which of all 
others is the moft frequently expofed to 
obfervation. However, with all its defe6ls, 
which appear thus to be owing partly to 
an accidental and unforefeen change of 

circum- 
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circumftances, partly to the care of avoid- 
ing greater inconveniences, there is no 
fabrick of its kind in England, after thofe 
of York and Lincoln, which excells this 
part of the Cathedral Church of Winchefter, 
in greatnefs, ftatelinefs, and majefty. This 
great pile took up about ten years in erec- 
ting, and * was but juft finifhed when the 
Bifhop died. He ^ had provided in his will 
for the intire completion of his defign by 
his executors in cafe of his death; and 
allotted 2500 marks for what then remained 
to be done, befides 500 marks for the glafs 
windows : this was about a year and a half 
before it Was fiiiiftied ; by which fome fort of 
eftimate may be made of the whole expence. 

* " Quod quidem opus feliciterconfummavit." Trac- 
tat. in Vet. Regift. Coll. Wint. See alfo Appendix, 
N° XVI. But the article of agreement between the 
Biihopand the Convent^ dated Auguft i6, 1404, fup- 
pofes it at that time not quite fioilhed. Leger-book Cb. 
of Winchefter, N« I. fol 18. 

» See Appendix, N^XVIL 



THE 



[ 222 J 



THE 

LIFE 

O F 

WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 

SECTION VII. 

Civil afairs during the latter part of the 
Reign of Richard the Second. 

WE have f^en the part, which theBi- 
fhop.of Winchefter had hitherto 
a£led under Richard II : not wholly retiring 
from civil aflfairs, nor forward to engage in 
them; ready to give his afliftance in the 
public fervice, whenever it was demanded; 
pnompted to it by duty to his country, not 
incited by any private interefts, or am- 
bitious views of his own- He main- 
tained 
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tained the fame condu6l, and the fame 
referve, throughout this whole reign ; but 
could not avoid being borne away by the 
tide of public bufinefs, farther than his own 
inclination or judgement would have car- 
ried him in times of fo great danger and 
difficulty. Two parties began now to di* 
vide the nation s and, as it ufually hap- 
pens, the bounds of moderation were little 
obferved on either fide. The King was 
wholly poflcfled by a fet of favourites and 
flatterers, intent upon their own views of 
avarice and ambition, and totally regard* 
lefs of their mailer's honour or the good 
of the public. The chief of thefe were, 
Robert de Vere Earl of Oxford, created 
by him Marquefs of Dublin and Duke of 
Ireland : a young man of no abilities, nor 
any other merit, than that of a grace- 
ful perfon, * and an unlimited compli- 
ance with the King's humour. Michael 
de la Pole, made earl of Suffolk and Chan- 
cellor : a man of excellent parts and fine 
. natural endowments; but who had not, 
either by nobility of birth or dignity of cha- 
rafter, fufficient credit and authority for 
the ftation, to which he was raifed; nor 
any other principle, than that of ufing all 

means 
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means whatever of eftablifliing his fortune 
by cultivating the King's favour and par- 
tiality towards him* Alexander Nevil 
Archbifhop of York, and Sir Simon Bur- 
ley : both men of credit and capacity, and 
the latter a fervant of the late Prince of 
Wales, and placed by him near his fbn's 
perfon 5 but neither of them had the cou- 
rage or honefty to make ufe of his xnflu* 
ence and authority, which was very great 
with the young King, in giving him pro- 
per advice, and checking him in his ex- 
cefles. The King himfelf was of that 
eafy and complying temper, which laid 
him open to the praftices of infinuation 
and flattery, and rendered him wholly fub- 
fervient to the will of thofe, who had gained 
his affeftions. As he had no great inclina- 
tion, fo neither was he encouraged or fuf- 
fered by his favourites, to apply himfelf to 
public affairs : he purfued nothing but his 
pleafures ; he loved feafting and jollity, the 
company of the fprightlieft young men 
and the gayeft ladies of his court ; he was 
immoderately fond of pomp and fliew ', a 

multitude 

' " Fertur tamen quod inter alias hujus mundi divi- 
♦* tias fecit fibi fieri unam tunicam de perillis & aliis 

lapidibu» 
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multitude of attendants, and extravagance 
of every fort in his way of living. His 
* Court was the moft fplendid and mag- 
nificent of all of that time -, and the (land- 
ing expence of his houfhold far exceeded 
what it had ever been in any preceding 
reign. It is faid ', that the retainers to 

the 

'* lapidibns preciofis & auro ex propria ordinatione 
** faflam ad 30,000 marcarumia valorem appreciatam." 
Monach. Eveftiam. in Vita R^**. 2^K p. 156. Edit. 
Hearii. 

» Froiflart. 

3 John Hardyng, who may be reckoned a contempo- 
rary writer, (for he fays, that he himfelf faw the earth- 
quake in the year 1382,) gives the following account of 
Richard the Second's Court, upon the information of 
one that was an ofEcer in it. 

^retolp 1 !ier»0 ISlofcm JMttt faCe 
Clerfce o? i^t ffceneclotlu tl^at to t^t ^ouTeloltie 
Come etiet? tiaie for mouc partte altoaie 
^m tl^ttCan&e Col&e bt 1jls meCe0 tolbe 
%%at toUotoeO t^e l^ouCeloltie ait a0 t^ep toolOe, 
ianti in t^e lieclb^n t^re i^unHt^t^ ttttntmtfi 
2ln& in tt^ oflEice man; occupf our0« 

ami latiU0 faier toit) t^eire stntlz toomen, 
€limihvtt& alCo anti latienHctjs, 
we JunUret^ toere accounten of tjejm t^en^ 
€9et toafe ffrm prifte amonjje tfje officers 
iam otiet an mm fer paffpnjje tf)eire comperiS 
fl)f ricje arraie ano mucfie more collioufe 
^^aii toafe before or Gtt) aali more preciouTe. 

<1 j?omeii 
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the court, fuch as daily relbrted thither^ 
and had tables provided fov them tbere^ 
amounted to ten thoufand peribns* There 
were three hundred fervahts in the kitchen ^ 
and every other office was fumifticd in the 
like proportion. The courtiers ftudied to 
pleafe the King's tafte, and gave into an ex- 
penfivenefs of equipage and drefs, that ex- 
ceeded all bounds : the e^^ample had an uni- 
verfal influence, and vanity and profufe- 
nefs foon became the prevailing humour of 
the nation. Though the people were 
pleafed at firft with the fpkndid appearance^ 
of the court, and were ready enwjgh to run 
into the fame fpirit of extrav^ance j yet 
as foon as they felt the neceifary coniequence 

|0omm anti grom^ff in rioiii of fitfc ttTditft 
featepn aitti namaiKlte In iioblm»iattti in getonfsi 
3|it clot]^ of gtaifne onDi sdiatUtt for mmitb 
Cutt tottfce toai'e gtm iiotl^ in toum ano tototmt 
[^ 25ot^ in menst Qotibtsc atio olCo in t|etr ffotimrstj 
O&rotiriiroure an& fttrcesf pUiefmj^li loerk au nt^t 
3|n man; toife et| &aU t^t? Ube ttnmu 

05vttt mt i^t li^np ai£ to&£ tfintgl all t^z ImUt 
ifor to^ie^e comon? ^;m lyateD ftre anH bontxe^ 

Hard;yng*s Chronicle. MS- Harlciaa. N^ 66 1. fol. 

♦ This vcrfe vnuUng m MS : fupplied fromGraftoa'i 
EditicHi. 

of 
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of it upon themfelves, in a new burthen 
of taxes, continually increafing, and ren- 
dered ftill more burthenfpme as they them- 
felves grew lefs frugal, they began to mur- 
mur againft the King, to withdraw their 
aflfeftion from him by degrees, and at laft 
to hate him. No vice whatever can be in- 
fignificant, and of little importance, in 
Ptiqces : even their levities and indifcrc- 
tions have often the moft pernicious effefts 
with regard tp thieir fub)e6ls, and are of 
the moft festal confequence to themfelves. 

The party that oppofed the court was 
hggided by the Duke of Glocefter, the young- 
eft of the King's uncles. He was a man 
of confiderable abilities, and great fpirit 
and refolutioni aftive, bold, and vehe- 
ment; cafily fired, and incapable of dif- 
fembling his opinions or his refentments. 
He feems to have had the honour of the 
nation, and the public good, fmcerely at 
heart ; but failed of attaining his ends, by. 
purfuing them with too much viplcnce: 
by the impetuofity of his temper he drove 
the King to extremities, when more gentle 
methods might have fucceeded better both 
for himfelf and his country. His bro- 
thqrs^ the Dukes of Lancafter and York, 
0^55 may 
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may properly be accouttted of the fame 
party : but the former was often abfent in 
purfuit of his own foreign interefts, and 
it was always in the King's power to gain 
him by a proper bait thrown out to his 
ambition : the latter ' was of an indolent 
difpofition, a lover of pleafure, and averle 
to bufmefs ; eafily prevailed upon to lie ftill 
and confult his own quiet, and never ail- 
ing with fpirit upon any occafion. The 

3 %^at (fUmontit flight of laitplep of gootie t^tvt 
C^lahe anti met? an& oC]^i0 otott ate lebeli 
^itfiputpn toronfff a0 c^ron^cUrsf j^aiie btii^tb^ 

Mfitn all lorOe0 toent to counfelst atiDi ^atle? 
merit, 
^t toolOe to f)utite0 anti alCo to fiauk^tiffe 
Sill stntilnz9 Uifporte ti^at mprt^ appent 
H^t ixtib tie anH to t^e poor Cupportpnp 
m^tt tbtt'^t XoaCe in an; place bt&^nge 
9:31iti^oute fuppriCe or anp ejctorcion 
€)f t^e poraile or an? opprefiBon^ 

^{je l&pnge tijan maHe t|)e2Dufee of gorfee lie 
name 
SBaifter of tlje fl^etoe^oure anO of ^aufeesf feire 
<Dt W benerie ana maifter of W same 
Jji toftatt cuntraie t|at 5e Wfte repeire 
£(U]^ic|e toafe to fipm toit^oute anp tiirpeire 
aaiell more comforte an6 a gretter glalienesf 
^!)an been a lorUe of toorllielj jjrete rictiesf^ 

Ibid. fol. 147. 

King 
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King was always jealous of his uncles ; dur- 
ing his minority, of the Duke of Lancaf- 
ter chiefly j afterwards of the Duke of Glo- 
cefter: and the nation at firfl: feems to 
have been in the fame difpofition towards 
them; for the Parliament never trufted 
them with the King's education, nor with 
the care of his perfon, and fcarcely with 
any fhare in the public adminiftration, fo 
far as feemed properly due to their great 
quality, ftation, and influence s and it was 
manifeftiy the intereft of the favourites to 
concur with both in excluding them intirely* 
The other leaders of the popular party 
were, Henry of Bolingbroke Earl of Derby, 
the Duke of Lancafl:er*s fon 5 the Earl of 
Arundel, with his brother the Bifhop of 
Ely; the Earls of Nottingham, and War- 
. wick •, the principal noblemen of the king- 
dom for their power, credit, and abili- 
ties. 

The king's extravagance, and the grcedi- 
nefs of his courtiers, kept him always needy 
and dependent. The murmurs of the 
people, and the complaints in Parliament 
of mifmanagement of the revenue, and of 
theexpence of the King's houfliold, had 
never ceafed from almoft the beginning of 
0^3 his 
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his reign ; and h far were they from being 
efFe6luaUy redrcfled, that the grounds and 
caufes of them were continually incrcafing* 
A conjunflurc now offered, that gave tho 
Parliament an opportunity of exerting it- 
felf with more advantage, and calling the 
miniilers and favourites to a fevcre ac- 
count. In ^ the fummer of the year 1386 
the French had made vaft preparatbns for 
an invafion of England j a great army was 
immediately raifed for the defence of tho 
kingdom, and a Parliament was called in. 
the beginning of Oftober, to fupport the 
neceflary expences on this occafion^ The 
Earl of Suffolk, Chancellori opened the Par- 
liament by demanding a very large fupply : 
the Parliament made no anfwer to this de* 
mand, but addreffed the King to remove 
the Chancellor and Treafurer from their 
offices. The King received this addrefs 
with great indignation, and returned a 
moft haughty anfwer to it; and to /hew 
how little inclined he was to countenance 
the defigns formed againft his miniftcrs, or 
to concur with the Parliament in their pro- 
ceedings, he withdrew to his palace at 

^ KnyghtOD inter X jcriptores. T, Walibgham. 

Eltham. 
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Eltham. After feveral mcffages had p$Skd 
between them to no purpofe, the Parlia- 
ment at laft (ent to him his uncle the Duk« 
of Glocefter and Arundel Bifliop of £ly» 
who fo openly declared to him the refolu^ 
tioQ of tiie Parliament, and the ill confe- 
quences which his proceedings might hav9 
with regard to himfelf, that he thought 
proper to return to Weftminfter, and to 
comply with all their defires. The * Chan« 
cellor^ the Treafurer^ and the Keeper of 
the Privy Seal, were, removed from their 
ofEces; and by petition of the Lords 
and Commpns, Arundel Bifhop of Ely^ 
John Gilbert Bifhop of Hereford, and John 
de Waltham» were put in their places. 
The Chancellor was impeached by the 
Commons; the grants which he had ob« 
tained of the King were reverfcd j and he 
was adjudged to be imprifoned and ran^ 
fomed at the King> pleafure. 

The Parliament having obtained thus 
much, and being now delivered from the 
apprehenfions of the French invafion^ 
which had mifcarried, were refolved to 
proceed to a thorough reform^on of all 

^ tot^ VmI 10. K. i^ 

0^4 the 
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the abufes fo long complained of in vain^ 
They * reprefent to the King, that the pro- 
fits and revenues of the kingdom, by the 
infufHcient counfel and ill management of 
his officers and others about his perfon, 
have been fo confumed, alienated, and 
mifapplied, that neither his ftate and houf^ 
hold can be honourably fupported, nor 
the wars for the defence of the kingdom 
maintained, without intolerable oppreffion 
of the people : they therefore petition, th^t 
certain Lords and others, whom they name, 
may be of his great council, together with 
the three great Officers, with powers to 
view and examine the ftate of the realm, 
to remedy all abufes, and to redrefs all 
grievances. The King, in compliance with 
this requeft, ilTues a commiffion under his 
great feal, conftituting the Archbifhops of 
Canterbury and York, the Dukes of York 
and Glocefter, the Bifhops of Winchefter 
and Exeter, the Abbot of Waltham, the 
Earl of Arundel, the Lords Cobham, le 
Scrope, and Devereux, to be of his great 
and continual Council for one year, in 
aid of the good government of the king- 

• Rot. Pari. lo, R 2. Knyghton. CoL 2686. Regift, 
,Wykeham, part 3. b, fpj. 83. 

dom. 
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doniy for the due execution of the laws, 
and the relief of the ftate of the King and 
his people. They are invefted with full 
powers to furvey and examine the eftate 
and government of his whole kingdom, 
bis courts and houftiold, and the behavi- 
our of all his officers of what degree foever j 
to inquire into the ftate of his revenues 
of all forts, to examine into all kinds of 
grants and alienations, of fees and rewards, 
in his grandfather's time as well as his 
own ; to enter his courts, to cite perfons, 
and order records to be produced, to hear 
complaints, and to^ take informations, as 
to all thefe and the like matters s and tp 
correct, amend, fully execute, and finally 
determine, every thing, as it fhall feem beft 
to them, for the profit and honour of the 
King, ahd the good of his people. Thefe 
ample powers are granted to any fix of 
them, together with the three great Offi- 
cers of ftate; and their r^folutions are to 
be determined by a majority* The com- 
miffion is confirmed by ftatute ; and it is 
enafted, that if any one Ihall difturb the 
Commiffioners in the execution of it, or 
advife the King to make any revocation 
of their powers the perfon on conviftion 

fliall 
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fhall forfeit his goods and chattels, for 
the firft attempt ; and for the fecond^ (hall 
be punifhed as a traitor. Upon this ^ the 
Lords and Commons, befides certain fuiv^ 
fidies already granted, grant a farther fui>» 
iidy of half a tenth and half a fifteenth > ^ 
on Condition, that, if the fublidies before 
granted fhall, by the diligence and good 
ordinance of the faid commifSoners, fuf* 
fice for the charges of the next year, then 
the laft mentioned fubfidy fhall in no wifit 
be levied : and alfo, that no other peribns 
be aflbciated or alTigned to the Lords Com-* 
miffioners, befide thofe that are mentioned 
in the commiffion. Moreover all the grants 
above mentioned are made on the follow* 
ing condition, that if the power given to 
the faid Lords by the commiffion fhall be 
in any manner defeated or repeUed ^ or if 
the faid Lords fhall in any way be dis- 
turbed, fo that they fcannot freely ufe the 
full power committed to them ; then the 
levy and demand of whatever fhall remain 
to be levied by virtue of the faid grants 
fhall wholly ceafe j alfo that Letters Patent 
tinder the great feal fhall be ifTued, recit* 

♦ Jldt, Pari. io;R. a. 

ing 



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM. 43^ 

in|; the cau^, manneTi and conditions dt 
all the grants aforefaid. 

The King concluded the Parliamenl 
with making open protestation by his own 
mouth, that nothing done in it Ihoukl pre^ 
jadice him or his Crown^ but that the koyal 
prerogative ihould be itiU iaved and. main^ 
tained. 

This commiillon, which in a manner di^ 
Vefted the King of his authority), and placed 
the whole power of the govemtnent ia 
the hands of fourteen perfons, was of the 
fame kind^ and obtained by much the fame 
means, with thdfe under Henry the Third 
and Edward the Seconds precedents, botibi 
in their nature and their confequences> of 
dangerous example. Yet it muft be aUowed, 
that the Duke of Giocefter, who was the 
author and diredlor of the whole defign^ 
had filled it with men for thda* rftnk> worthy 
and capacity, the beft qualified for fo great 
a truft. William Courtney Archbiihop 
of Canterbury^ the Bilhop of Winchefbr^ 
and the Lord Richard Le .Scrope, were 
per^ns of the greateit credit^ abilities, and 
experience, and had all of them executed 
the office of Chancellor Willi high reputa- 
tion. The fame may be faid of Thomas 

de 
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dc Brantingham Bifliop of Exetei', who 
had * twice borne the office of Treafurer,' 
once in Edward the Third's time, and 
again in the prefent reign. The Arch- 
biihopof York was admitted into the nutn* 
ber, on account of the dignity of his fta- 
tion, tho* one of the King's principal* fa- 
vourites : and on the fame account much' 
more properly the Duke of York, whofe 
high quality alone muft have given hirn 
great influence, and whofe moderation wad 
known univerfally. The Earl of Arundel 
and his brother, and the Lord Cobham, 
the moft flrongly attached to the Duke of 
Glocefter, and the moft deeply engaged iri 
his meafures, were at the fame time noble- 
men of diftinguifhed honour, worth, and 
integrity. As to the Bifhop of Winchefter 
in particular, he feems to have had a place 
in the commiffion, as one whofe reputation 
would give weight to it, without having 
made any advances himfelf towards the at- 
tainment of that honour : this is certain, 
that he, together with feveral others of his 
coUegues, took care to have as little fhare 

• Dugdale's Chronica Series. 
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as poflible in the exercife of thofe dangerous 
powers, with which they were invefted. 

The King's defign in making the pro* 
teftation abovementioned, at the conclu* 
fionof the Parliament, was at that time 
fufficiently underftood^ and his proceed- 
ing fbon after fuUy explained it. The.^ 
Parliament was no fooner difmifled, than 
he releafed the Earl of Suffolk from his 
imprifonment, and readmitted him to his 
prefence, and to all his former favour^ 
And with him and the reft of hisJate mi- 
nifters he confulted, how he might free 
himfelf from the reftraint laid upon him 
by the Parliament, and be revenged of 
his oppofers. The fcheme concerted be- 
tween them was, to procure the folemn 
opinion of all the Judges of the illegality 
of the commiffion and ftatute lately ex- 
torted from the King ; to raife a fufficient 
body of forces to fupport him in main- 
taining hj5 prerogative s and to procure a 
Parliament, which ftiould be more at his 
devotion. In order to execute this pro- 
je6t, all the Judges and the Sheriffs of th? 
iibveral counties were fummoned to attend 

^ Knjghton, Walfingham. 

the 



ajg THELIPEOP 

the King at Nottingham t the Judges , were 
obliged to give their opinion^ that the late 
eommiifioa and ftatute were null and void^ 
as made againft the King's wills and that all^ 
that were concerned in procuring them, v^ere 
guilty of treafon* But it was not fo eafy 
to induce the Sheriffs to engage for the 
rsdfing the army, and procuring the Par- 
liamenty which the Rin§ requirdi : fo that 
he returned to London, after having de- 
clared his defigns, without being iable ta 
put them in execution. Upon this the Duke 
of Glocefter, - with the Earls of Derby, 
Arundel^ Warwick, and Nottingham, 
raifed an army of 40,000 men^ and marched 
to London. Without entering the city, 
they deputed the Arehbifliop of Canter- 
bury, the Duke of York, the Bifhops of 
Winchefter and Ely, and four others, all 
Lords Commiffioners, to the King, to de- 
mand that thofe evil Counfellors, who had 
interrupted the Commiffioners in their pro- 
ceedings, and had caufed differences be- 
tween the King and the Lords of his Coun- 
cil, might be puniflied as traitors j proteft- 
ing, that they mcaAt not to attempt any 
thing againft his perfon or honour. Thefe 
Lords, who chofe to aft as mediators be- 
tween 
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tw^en both parties, endeavoured what they 
could to reconcile the King to the confe- 
derate Lords, and to perfuade him to com-* 
jjy with th^r defires. The King, un- 
able to refift, and at a lofs for any other 
tcxpedient, feemed to hearken to their ad- 
vicet They returned therefore to the con-* 
federates, to make fome propofals for an 
accommodation. It was at laft agreed^ 
that the Lords confederate ihould be ad* 
mitted to the King's prefence, and in the 
moft dutiful manner Ihould lay before him 
their grievances. The mediating Lords 
gave them their oaths on the King's be- 
half, that they ihould come and return in 
iafety 5 and for themfelves, that, if they 
jlhould know of any treacherous defign 
formed againil them, they would warn 
them of it. The King received them with 
great folemnity on his throne in Weftmin«- 
fter hall 5 he treated them with an appear- 
ance of friendfhip, and promifed them fa- 
tisfadion in the next Parliament, which 
he then appointed. Thefe fair proceed- 
ings of the King were only to amufe the 
JLords, while the Duke of Ireland was rait- 
ing an army for him in Wales and Che- 
shire. The confederate Lords, when they 
7 heard 
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heard he was coming againft them, dc* 
tached a part of their army to meet htm, 
under the command of the Earl of Derby, 
who intirely defeated him at Radcott-bridge 
in Oxfordfhire. This blow lb terrified the 
King, that he betook himfelf to the Tower 
of London. After many collufions with 
the Lords, he was obliged to give up his 
favourites, and to meet them in Parliament. 
In ' this Parliament, the Lords confederate 
exhibited an impeachment of treafon againft 
the Duke of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk, 
the Archbifliop of York^ Sir Robert Tre- 
filian, and Sir Nicholas Brambre, The three 
former, having made their efcape, were at- 
tainted and outlawed: the two laft were 
executed as traitors. The Judges % who 
had given their opinions at Nottingham, 
were banifhed : the Bifhop of Chichefter, 
who had been concerned in procuring thofe 
opinions, was found guilty of treafon, and 

« Rot. Pari. II. R. 2. 

* The houfe or Inn of Sir Robert de Belknap, late 
Chief Juftice attainted, in the parifli of St. Mary Mount- 
haute London, was in the year following granted by 
the King to William of Wykeham, in confideration a 
certain fums due to him : which grant was confirmed 
by Henry 4th. Index Rot. Pari. 12. R, 2. & i. H. 4- 
Bibl. Cotton. Titus, c. 3* 

attainted. 
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attainted. Sir Simon Burley, Sir John 
6eauchamp> Sir John Salilburyi Sir James 
Berners, Thomas Ulk, and Johm Blake, 
Eiqrs; were triedj, found guiky, and exe- 
cuted ; rooft of them charged with crimes 
not before declared to be treafon, and the 
charge hardly fupported with fufficient 
proof. At the conclufion of this Parlia- 
ment, the King with great folemnity re- 
newed his Coronation oath, the temporal 
Lords did him homage, and the Prelates 
fwcH-e feahy to him ; both hou&s took an 
oath to maintain the acts of this Parlia- 
ment, and the fame oath was impofed on 
the people throughout the kingdom. The 
Biihops pronounced fentence of excom- 
munication againft all that fhould break 
this oath, or diflurb the peace of the realm. 
The whole proceedings of the Lords con- 
federate were approved, confirmed, and. 
pardoned, in the fulleft manner; and 
20,000 1. allowed them for their charges 
out of the fubfidies granted. All things 
fecmed to he pretty well compofed : but 
the King only diflembled his refentment, 
and referved himfelf for a more favourable 
opportunity of vindicating his own au- 
thority, and taking vengeance for the loft 
R of 
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of his friends : and the people fufficiently 
declared their diflike of fuch extraordinary 
and irregular, as well as fevere and ian- 
guinary ipeafures, by giving this Parlia- 
ment the names of the ^ Wonder-working, 
and ^ the Unmerciful Parliament. 

The King was determined to fhake off 
the rcftraint, which the Parliament had 
laid upon him, and aflert his Royalty, as 
foon as a proper occafion fhould offer. He ^ 
was full one and twenty years of age be- 
fore the laft Parliament met; but that was 
no feafon for him to claim to himfelf any 
new authority on this account ; and as he 
then found by experience, that he was not 
able to contend with the party that op- 
pofed him, he was afraid of ftirring for 
fome time, left he fliould rqufe again tte 
lame fpirit of refiftance. The beginning 
of the next year feemed more favourable 
to his defigns : every thing was now quiet 
at home, and a truce was on the point of 
being concluded both with France and 
Scotland, The King refolved therefore 

3 HoUinihed. Stow. 
♦ Knyghton. 

« He was born atBourdeaux Jao. 6. 1366-7. Froiffart, 
W. Thorn, Chronica inter X Scriptorev 

to 
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to declare himfelf of full age in form, and 
to make the experiment of exerting his au- 
thority in a fignal manner- He * fum- 
moned a Council at Weftminfter on the 
third of May 1389, As foon as they 
were aflembled, the King entered, and on 
a fudden demanded, how old they took 
him to be : upon their acknowledging, that 
he was upwards of twenty-one, Then, re- 
plied he, I am of full age to govern my 
houlhold and kingdom; for why fhould 
my condition be worfe than that of the 
meaneftof my fubjedls ? The Lords allow- 
ing his claim, and faying, that he ought 
not to be abridged of any of his rights ; 
he proceeded to tell them, that hitherto he 
had been under their tuition and manage- 
ment, and was not at liberty to do any 
thing without their advice, thanking them 
for the care they had taken of himfelf and 
his kingdom ; but that now he would take 
the reins of government into his own hands, 
and choofe fuch officers to ferve him, as 
he (hould think moft expedient ; and that 
therefore he would difcharge all thofe, who 
were at prefent in office under him. He 

f KnyghtOD, Walfingham. 

R 2 then 
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then ordered the Chancellor to deliver to 
him the Great Seal- He difplaced the 
Treaibrer, and the Keeper of the Privy Seal, 
and the Earl of Arundel Admiral, all 
of whom had been appointed by Parlia* 
ment. And his uncle the Duke of Glo- 
cefter, with the Earl of Warwick, and fe- 
veral others of the principal nobility, he 
removed frcnn the Council-board. The 
King offered the Great Seal to the Bifhop 
of Winchefter. The ' Bifliop did all he 
could to excufe himfelf from accepting it : 
he neither defired the office itfelf, nor was 
pleafed with the conjundlure and circum- 
ftances, in which it was offered to him ; 
but the. King preffed it upon him in fuch 
a manner, that he could not refufe it j and 
* the next day, Wykeham, much againft 
his inclination, was again conftituted Chan- 
cellor of England. 

From this circumftance it appears clear- 
ly enough, that the King had not con- 
certed this matter with the Bi(bop before- 
hand J and therefore, that Wykeham had 
no fhare in advifing or approving the bold 

7 Monachus Evefliameniis in vita Rich^di II. ab ' 
Hearnio editus, T. Walfingham. 
» Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. ti6. 

and 
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and hazardous ftep, which the King had 
taken. However, being now at the head 
of his counfcls, he feems to have ufed his 
utmoU endeavours to correft and foften it^ 
and prevent all the ill confequences, that 
might be apprehended from it. With this 
defign, a proclamation ^ was publifhedfour 
days afterwards, fetting forth, that for the 
more effeftually maintaining the tranquil- 
lity of the nation, the King had, by the 
advice and aflent of his Prelates and Peer$, 
taken into his own hands the full and in* 
tiff government of the kmgdoms and that 
he hoped arid firmly purpofed, with the 
affiftance of God and the advice of his 
Council, to govern his people more to their 
honour, peace, and profperity, than they 
had 'hitherto been governed. And to pre- 
vent the uneafinefs and apprehenfions, 
which many concerned in the late dif- 
turbanccs might otherwife lie under, he at 
the fame time fully confirmed all the par- 
dons before granted on that account in 
Parliament. This ' proclamation was in a 
few days fucceeded by another, full of the 

' Ibid. p. 619. 

' Rym. Feed. Vol. 7. p. 620. 

K 7 moft 
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xnoft afFeftionate cxprcflions towards his 
people, and defigned as a fpecimen of the 
moderation of his future government : it 
contained a fufpcnfion » of the payment of 
half the tenth and fifteenth granted in the 
late Parliament held at Cambridge, till the 
King fhould fee a more urgent occ^fion for 
levying it. 

The * Parliament met at Weftminfler 
on Monday the 17th of January, 1389-99, 
when the Bifliop of Winchefter, Chancellor 
of England, by command of the King then 
prefent in Parliament, declared the cavife 
of the fummons. The fubftance of his 
fpeech upon this pccafion is recorded in 
the Parliament Rplls. ^ He informs them, 

* that the principal caufe of holding the 

< prefent Parliament is, that the King, 

< who had been long of tender age, being 
.^ now by the bleffing of God arrived to 

^ maturity of years ^nd difcretion, is ftill 

. < more confirmed in that earnefl defire, and 

< unalterable purpofe, which he hath al- 
' ways entertained, of ruling his fubjefbs 
^ in peace and tranquillity, equity and jqf- 

* tice ; refolving to govern his people and 

» Rot. Pari. 13. R, 2. 

I kingdom 
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kingdom ftill better, if better may be • 
and that he wills, that as well Holy 
Church, as the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral and the Commons, ihould have and 
enjoy their liberties, franchifes, and pri* 
vileges, in time to come, as they have rea- 
fonably ufed and enjoyed them in the times 
of his noble progenitors, the Kings of 
England. He farther declares, that the 
kingdom is furrounded with enemies, 
namely, thofe of France, Spain, and 
Guienne on the one fide, and of Scotland 
and Ireland on the other ; and that it is 
not certainly known, whether the truce, 
which is concluded between our Lord 
the King and his adverfaries of France 
and Scotland, to continue from the 1 5th 
of Auguft laft paft at fun-rifing, to the 
1 6th of Auguft that is to be in the year 
1392 at fun-rifing, will hold or not : and 
in cafe it ftiould hold, that it will be never- 
thelefs neceflary to take proper meafures 
for the fafeguard of the borders of Scot- 
land, and of Calais, Breft^ and Cher- 
burgh, and alfo for the fecurity of Ire- 
land and Guienne 5 that embaffies muft 
likewife be fent, in order to a treaty pf 
peace, and to fettle the articles of the 
R 4 ^ ' treaty, 
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' tfreaty, »nd finally tx> tarK^dc it-: that 

* die King cannot by any means fuppopt 

* the fexpehces and charges neceflary far 

* thefe purpo&s, as is wdlkn^own, with*- 
^ out the aid of his Lords and Commons ; 
^ that therefore they muft advife and order, 

* feow and in what mannet liic faid ex- 

* pcnces and charges may be fupplied and 

* levied, fo as to lay as little burthen as 

* ipoffible upon the people. He tnoreover 

* acquaints them> that the King defires to, 

* be informed by the Comnacais, how the 

* laws of the land and the ftatwtes ai* kept 

* and executed, and his peace maintained 

* in all paats of the realm, and whether 

* there be any difturbers of them : as Ifec- 

* wife of thofe that move and ttiaintaki 

* <}ttarrels and vexatious luits in the coun- 

* try, to the hindrance of the law aiidop- 

* preffion df the people ; and how fooh 

* evils may be beft redrefled and amended, 

* and the kingdom better governed in time 
' to come 5 the faid Commons being ob%ed 

* of right and before God to inform the 
^ King, and to employ all their care and 
' diligence in the correding of fuch fauks 
' to the utmoft of their power. He far- 

* ther informs them, that the King wills, 

' that 
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* that full right and juftice be done to the 

* poor as well as to the rich ; and that, if 

* there be any cafe or fuit that cannot be 
' weU redrefled by the common law, the 
^ King haJh affigned certain Clerks of his 

* Chancery, to receive the petitions of the 

* complainants, and certain Lords to hear 
' and anfwer the lame petitions, the names 

* of which Lords and Cleiks will be read 

* openly by the Clerk of Parliament ; and 

* that thofc, who would prefent fuch peti- 

* tions, muft deliver them before the next 
' Monday in the evening/ 

As foon as the neceffary forms of open- 
ing the Parliament were over, the new 
miniftry took another meafure, probably 
fuggefted by the Bifliop of Winchefter, 
and arifing from his great prudence and 
caution; however manifeftly tending to 
the fame defign, which he had hitherto 
purfued ; namely, to obviate all occafion 
of complaint againft the King's late pro- 
ceedings, in removing the great Officers 
and Council appointed by Parliament, arid 
the manner in which they themfelves had 
been introduced, and to fliew both the 
King and his Minifters in a popular light. 

The 
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The ' Bifhop of Winchefter Chancellor* 
and the Bifhop of St. David s Treafurer> 
being the two great Officers of State, (for 
^ the Privy Seal feems at this time to have 
been vacant) with all the Lords of the Coui> 
cil, prayed the King in Parliament to be 
difcharged of their offices, in confideration 
of the great and continual labours and ex- 
penccs they had undergone therein, and 
to have others placed in them. At the 
fame time the Chancellor gave up to the 
King the Great Seal, and the Treafurer the 
keys of the Exchequer : which the King 
receiving, difcharged thofe officers together 
with the Lords of the Council. As foon 
as they had received their difcbarge, they 
required openly, that if any perfon would 
complain of any thing unduly done by 
them, he fhould declare it to the King in 
Parliament. The Commons required time 
to advife of this matter till the next day s 

5 Rot. Pari. 13. R. 2. 

♦ I conclude fo, and that it was in the Chancellor's 
hands, from the following article in Wykcham's Re- 
gifter. ** Memorandum, quod die Mercurii 9"° die 
*' Martii anno regni Regis Richardi 2^^ 13"*° venerabilis 
** pater Dominus Wilhelmus de Wykeham Epifcopus 
** Wynton. apud Wcftminft. reddidit Domino Rcgi 
" Sigillum fuum fecretum, videlicet anulum." Regift- 
Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 100. 

8 at 
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at which tirae they with the Lords, upon 
demand made by the Duke of Lancafter 
by the King's orders, affirmed, that af- 
ter diligent inquiry they had found all 
things to have been very well done • and 
the Commons returned them thanks in 
full Parliament for their fidelity and good 
conduft. Whereupon the King reinftated 
the Chancellor and Treafurer in their of- 
fices, and reftored all his late Counfellors, 
and together with them the Dukes of Lan- 
cafter and Glocefter, to the Council-board : 
the former had lately returned from his 
Spanifh expedition after three years abfence, 
and had effefted a reconciliation between 
the Duke of Glocefter and the King. The 
King however made proteftation, that tho' 
he had now difcharged and reinftated thofe 
Ofiicers and Counfellors in Parliament, 
yet this fhould not be made a precedent, 
but that he would be at liberty to appoint 
and remove them at his pleafure. 

The * next Parliament was held atWeft- 
minfter the 1 2th of November 1390. The 
principal bufinefs of it was explained by the 
Bifhop of Winchefter, at the opening of it 

5 Rot. Pvl. i+. R. ?4 

in 
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in the ufual form. ^ He began widi diC- 
' courfmg to them at large on the import* 

* ant ends and happy effefts of good go- 

* vernment in general, and in particular of 
« that of the King during the whok courie 
« of his reign. And having informed them, 
^ that it was the King's will, that Holy 

* Church, and the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 

< poral) as alfo the Cities and Boroughs, 

< ihould enjoy their liberties and fmnchiies 

< in time to come, as they had reafonably 

< enjoyed them in the times c^ his noble 

* progenitors the Kings of England; he 

< added in fubftance of matter, that a truce 

< was concluded between the King and ixis 

* adverfary of France for a ceitain term, as 

* was openly declared in the laft Parlia- 

* ment : that the Bifliop of Durham, the 
^ Earl of Northumberland, and others had 

* alfo been lately at Calais with a com- 

* miflion from the King for a treaty of 

* peace, and had made report to the King 
^ of the refult of it : that the King finds 

* it neceffary to fend thither about Candk- 
« mas next a more foleran embafly to con- 
^ elude a final peace, with the UefTmg of 
« God s which he cannot do without the 
« advice and aflent of the Lords Spiritual 

* and 
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* and Temporal, and other wife men of 

* his CouAciL That likewife the Bifhop 

* of St. David's, Treafurer of England, 

* the Earl Marlhal, and others, had been 

* charged with the King's commiffion to 

* tlie marches of Scotland, to treat with the 

* Scots concerning the truce concluded with 
' the French 5 and that the Scots will not 
' yet accede to the faid truce. That in- 

* deed it feems more probable, that the 

* King will have war, than peace, in that 

* quarter; which war the King will by 

* no means enter into, nor undertake, with- 

* CfA the advice and aflent of his Council : 
' that the fame or another commiffion muft 

* be fent thither about Candlemafs to treat 
\ anew with the Scots. He afterwards laid 

* before them the great charges and expen- 

* ces, which mutt neceflarily be incurred, 
^ as well for the fafe-guard of the borders 
' of Scotland, and the countiy.of Ireland, 
' as of Calais, Breft, Cherburgh, and 

* Guienne; and likewife the treaties be- 

* fore-mentioned : he told them, that it 
' was neceflary to make timely preparation 

* for war, in cafe that a final peace or 

* longer truce (hould not be obtained; that 

* the King could by no means fupport the 

* charges 
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charges and expences neceffarily require! 
for thefe purpofes, without the aid of 
his fubjedls ; wherefore he would be ad- 
vifed in this Parliament, how the faid 
charges and expences may beft be borne 
and fupplied, with the leaft detriment 
and burthen of hispeople.^ He added 
moreover, that the King being willing 
that full juftice and right fliould be done 
to his people, had affigned certain Clerks 
of the Chancery to receive the petitions 
of all thofe, who would complain in this 
Parliament of any matter, which coijld 
not be redreffed by the common law of 
tlie land, and certain Lords to hear and 
anfwer the fame petitions in the ufual 
manner > the names of which Lords and 
Clerks would be read openly by the Clerk 
of Parliament/ 
The moft remarkable thing that pafied 
in this Parliament was the joint petition 
of the Prelates, Lords Temporal, and Com- 
mons, praying the King in full Parlia- 
ment, that the Royalty and Prerogative of 
him and his Crown may be faved and 
maintained 5 that, if any thing had been 
done or attempted againft them, it fhould 
be redreffed and amended; and that he 

might 
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might be as free in his time, as any of his 
noble progenitors, formerly Kings of Eng- 
land, bad been in theirs^ Which feeming 
honeft and reafonable to the King, it was 
granted in all points. The Parliament 
breaking up on the third of December, 
the Lords and Commons returned their 
humble thanks to the King for his good 
government, and the great zeal he had con- 
tinually fhewed for the good of his people : 
and the King on his part thanked them for 
the liberal grants they had made to him. 
Thus every thing feemed to be happily 
compofcd; the extraordinary and violent 
proceedings of the Parliaments, of the tenth 
and eleventh years of the King's reign, pro- 
perly corrected ; and the King and his Par- 
liament united in aftedlion, and in a mu- 
tual regard for each others refpeclive rights, 
and for their common fecurity and hap- 
pinefs. 

The Biftiop of Winchefter had ufed his 
beft endeavours, and had thus far hap- 
pily fucceeded, in reftoring the public tran- 
quillity ; and had the fatisfaftion of leav- 
ing things in this fair and promifing fitua- 
tion, when he quitted the office of Chan- 
cellor. 
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cellor. On ^ the 27th of September 1391 
he delivered the Great Seal to the King at 
Windfor ; from what motives, either on his 
part or the King's, we are not informed. 
It is not improbable, that Wykeham, when 
he was prefled into the fervice fo much 
againft his will, might have engaged the 
King's promife to releafe him from it, as 
foon as his affairs would allow of his dijC- 
miffion. Arundel Archbifhop of York, 
whom he had fucceeded in that office, was 
now made Chancellor again in his place 5 
a man of great abilities and eminent me- 
rit, but too ftrongly attached to the Duke of 
Glocefter to be much in favour with the 
King. Perhaps Wykeham might have been 
inftrumental in reconciling the King to him, 
and reftoring him to his office, which he 
himfelf had fo unwillingly accepted : this 
however is certain, Aat the fanie fcheme of 
coalition and union, which had been en- 
tered upon while Wykeham was at the head 
of the admiriiftration, was now carried on 
farther, and fome others, who had been 
chiefs of the popular party, were readmitted 

^ Rym. Feed, Vol. 7. p. 707# 

into 
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into the King's fervicc; The new niinifters 

purfued the fame plan; they were equally 

ftudious to promote the people's confidence 

in the King, and to eftablifh his juft rights i 

for ^ in the next Parliament, at the in- 

ftance of the Commons, it was again de^ 

clared, that the King was as free in his 

royal prerogative, as any of hife predecet 

fors, notwithftanding any ftatute made in 

derogation thereof, particularly in the time 

of Edward the Second; and that if any 

ftatute had been made in his time, in pre^ 

judice of the liberty of the Crown> it was 

repealed and annulled. 

But the King was not fatisfied with thefe 
repeated declarations : he thought his power 
and dignity very precarious, while it de- 
pended on the authority of Parliament. 
He dreaded the popular party, and the efi 
feds of oppofition and refiftance, which 
he had fo lately experienced ; and could 
not bear the reftriint, wliich thefe appre- 
henfions laid him under* His whole Views 
therefore were from this time direfted to 
one end ; to fet himfelf above all oppofi'j- 
tion and refiftance : firft by rtiaking peace 

^ Rot. Pari. ij. R,i^. 

S and 
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and gaining (irm alli^npe abroad, and then 
by eftqblifhing an uncontrolable power at 
home. In cpnfcquence of this defign^ he 
» entered with mpre earpeftnefs upon a 
treaty of peac? y^ith France, which had 
been long c^friod on without pffecl : the 
Duke of l^4qc4il:pr, thp* his own affairs 
required it, did iiot dare, to conclude it 
upon very dif^dvantageous or difhonour- 
able terms ; and the Duke of Glopeiler had 
oppofed it with his ufual vehemence. In 
the mea^ time the King became a widower ^ 
his great and fmcere affliflipn for the lofs 
of his Queeii did not hinder him froipa 
purfiiing his point, by making propofals 
ioQn after for a marriage with the King 
of France's daughter^ a child of feven y^ars 
old. The match was wholly political, an4 
the King was intent upon it, as the beft 
means pf fecuring both the p^ace, which h? 
defired, and a powerful fupport, for which 
he might have occ^fiion, againA his own 
rcfra6fcory fub^efts^ The Puke of Glo- 
cefter faw the confequences of it, and was 
determined to oppofe it with all his power ; 
and in c£k€k h^ did p^rfifl: in his oppqfi^ 

' ErotOact, WaUio^aiii. 

tion 
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tion to this mtafure alogtoft to tbc laft i till 
every thing was aiftuaUy coacIudfi4 wad 
he faw it was to no purpofc to hoid out 
anylongey, Froii&rt^telfeaftorjriipQttthb 
Qccdfion, whkb greati)? lefk^sr mpoikths 
Duke's honour ; and, fiippofing it ktd been 
po&bk for him to break off tbe^ matetr, no 
ki^ mpi»: his jai}geniietit aotid priNten(re: he 
feys, the King bribed hiin to coufeot to it^ 
or dA lead to aiecpaieics iffl it,, by pramifiiig 
hm 500QQ nobks fair Komfel^ andi the 
E«ldom of RocheftcCy with 2000 L a year, 
for his &mi but tkhy hf his own account, 
was: aftei' all was agreed i3|Km> ^oid. whsk 
Ae King was at Calais to reoe&re the: Queens 
wd it ttaes. not appear, that aniy part of 
this pronuiiie w/aa a&erwarda peribrnaed* 
Howcyer this^ may b^ the- maarriage^ amd 
at the fame time a truce for thirty yeatsj 
was cxuwluded. 

To fecure matters at home^ the ' Kinglf 
firft flep waa t@i fend the Duke q£ Lmic^^ 
ter outr of the wajs again, by granting! te» 
him and hL% heirs the Duchy of .^cpaitak& 
^ being ob%8d tfi> revoke tim gesm^ as 
the ftates of Aquitain would not cpnf^nt 

^ Vt)l. 4. chap. 79. 

* FroiflSirt, Wallinghani. 

S 2 to 
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prifcd with fo uncxpedlcd an events they 
haftcned to London ; whcr^ , with very little 
deiil^eration, they determined on the part 
they would take in fo difficult a conjunct 
ture. They had the meannefs to declare 
their approbation of what was dpne» and 
tx> concur apd aflift in alt the King's mca^ 
furesi manifeftly tending to the dcfltrudiori 
of their brother, and the extinftion of the 
liberties of their country. The ^ Procla- 
mation iffued a few days after, fctting 
forth, that the Duke of Glocefter and the 
jpther Lords were arretted, not on account 
of. any former rifing in arms, but for va- 
rious other mifprifions and extorfions, ex- 
prefsly mentions theirs and the Earl of 
Derby's aflent. And they all accepted and 
executed the ^ King s commiffion, requiring 
them to raife each of them a body of for- 
ces, in the whole 1800 men, and to attenc} 
the King at the enfuing Parliament, to be 
holden at Weftminfter, in arms at the heac^ 
of them. The King befides ordered all the 
Knights and Gentlemen, who wore his livery 
of the Hart, to be ready in arms at the fam^ 
time 5 and was likewife provided with other 

f Rymer, Feed. Vol.8, p. 6. Dated July 15, 139:^. 
f Ibid. p. 13. ....'... . ; 

'"" ^' ' forces. 
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forces, and a ftrong guard of Chefliire roen, 
upon whofe fidelity he could dejkhd at all 
events. 

The ^Parliament met on the 17th of 
September 1397, probably other wife pre- 
pared to a€t as the King would have them, 
and hefides kept in awe by a powerful ar^ ' 
my. The firft thing they did was to re- 
peal the commifiion and ftatute of the 
tenth year of the Kings reign, as being 
malde traiteroufly againft his will ; and to 
revoke the pardon granted to the cohfe- 
derate Lords in the fucceeding Parliament. 
The Commons then impeached Arundel 
Archbifhop of Canterbury of high treafon, 
in procuring and executing tlie commif- 
fion, and advifing the Duke of Glocefter 
and others to take upon them Royal Power : 
on which he received fentence of ba- 
nifhment. The King, not daring to bring 
the Duke of Glocefter to a public trial, had 
ordered him to be * privately murdered at 
Calais. He was how impeached, together 
with the* Earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
for procuring and executing the com- 

7 Rot. Pari. 21. R. 2. 

• Articles againft King Richard, N** 32. Rot. Pari. i. 
H. 4. item Placita; Corons. Rot. Vixhi, H. 4. 

S 4 miflion, 
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miflloni and taking arms; was adjudged 
guilty of high trcafon, and attainted. The 
Earl of Arundel was beheaded, and the 
Earl of Warwick banifhed. The Lord 
Cobham was found guilty of high treafon, 
on the folc charge of procuring and excr 
cuting the commiffion, and was banifhed. 
The King fatisfied with thefe proceedings, 
at the intercefCon of the Commons cxt 
cufeth others of the Commiflioners, the 
Duke of York, the Biftiop of Winchefter, 
and the Lord le Scrope, then living ; the 
Archbiftiops of Canterbury and York, the 
Bifhop of Exeter, and the Abbot of Wal- 
tham, deceafed ; and declares them innocent 
of the execution and intent of the com- 
miffion. Which declaration, pronounced 
by the King himfelf from the Throne in 
Parliament, with the advice and cpnfent 
of the Lords, and by petition of the Com- 
mons, hath the force of ftatute. 

Tho' the Biftiop of Winchefter efcapes, 
to all appearance, fo freely on this occafion, 
yet 'tis probable that the King, taking ad- 
vantage of his prefent circumftances, ex- 
torted from him a loan of loool. This 
? fum was demanded of him between 

9 Rym. F<cd. VoL 8. p. 9. Dated Aug. 10, 1397. 
' ' the 
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the time of the feizing the Lords and the 
meeting of Parliament, when the King 
got large fums from his fubjeds in this 
way of loan. In fuch a conjunfture it 
was not fafe for any one to refufe : the Bl- 
fhop of Winchefter was rich, and had 
been in the commifllon, and fo was fub- 
jecl to a much larger demand than any 
one befide. 

The King hgiving proceeded thus far 
with fuccefs, adjourned the Parliament to 
the 28th of January, to meet at Shrews- 
bury, as a more proper place for complet- 
ing his defign. TheBifhop of Winchef- 
ter, probably not caring to fee what he 
could not prevent, fent " thither his pro- 
curators to excufe his abfence, on afccount 
of his ill health and infirmities, and to a6): 
for him. Here the King, as he imagined, 
eftablifhed his power on as firm a founda- 
tion, and in as full extent, as he could wifh* 
He had gained the moft confiderable Lords 
intirely to his devotion, by conferring new 
honours upon them, and fharing among 
them the confifcated eftates of the attainted 

» I^egift. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 153. " Quia 
f« nos corporal! moleftia & infinnilate ad praefens pr»* 
ff p^jliii, &c." Dated High-Clere, Jan. 20th, 1397-8. 

Lords. 
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1.01-^8. Th« ^^liiaAeilt give fanaioti of 
law to ftli hi^ prfece^dittgs, ihd fd ^^hdtever 
ht i-eqUiKd bf them. The ahfWets &f th6 
judges Sf Nottihghairi were fcoftfiririedi As 
eeod and kwful ; all thfe afts of the Par- 
liament of thd eleventh year bf the King 
tvei% repealed ahd atlhUUed- and a fubfidy 
was grahtfed to him for his life. At 
length the whole power of Parliament wds 
by ftatUte devolved upon the King, twelve 
Lords, atid Hx 6f tUt GbmmoriS • or ahy 
fljt ef the fetmef, ahd any three of the 
latter* The Kitig granted a general par- 
ddfij but with pi-oteftation, that if the 
Lbrds and Coftimens In Parliament ihould 
at any time Impugn the grant of the fub- 
fidy fyf bis lifci then the faid pardon fliotild 
be null and void. 

Thgfg remainfed oflly one diffkUltyi 
M^hkh was, to give ftability and a iifiting 
faii^ioii to eVei^ thing thus fettled to 
iriiich to the king's fatisfaftiow. Fdr this 
pittpefk the Pi-elates,, Lords, and Cbm- 
ihfy^i '^itb fworfl three fevefal times duf- 
}fig the c6urfe of this I'arliament, twice at 
the ihrine of St. Edward, and once at 
^i)rewlb»ryj to kdi4 an^ maintain all the 

Gfdi- 
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/ordinances made in it. Ah oath • was dig- 
vifed to the ftttie intent, which the King 
forced all his fubjefls to take t they were 
required to fwear and engage, not only 
for themfeivesj but for their heirs atid fucJ- 
(ceflbrs alfp. The Biftiops Wei^e obliged to 
pronounce fentence of excommunication 
^gainft all, that fhould aft or advife any 
thing contrary to them. The King more- 
over had them confirmed by d Bulle 6b^ 
tained from the Pope. His Holihefs did 
not grant this favour without k proper 
return : the * King on his part granted A 
fufpenfion, or moderationj as he called if, 
of the ftatute agaihft provifions, made a 
few years before greatly to the fatisfaftioii 
of the nation. The * Parliament had 
fometimes before intrufted the King with 
a power, limited to a certain time, of dif- 
penfing with thi3 liatut^, by advice of his 
Council : the King how took up6fl him td 
difpenfe with law by his OWrt Authority. 

» See Appendix, N°XIV. This afid the^ folloMring 
Record I have infcrted ifit theAppendix, as tbey eflabHfli 
fa^s of feme importance, which have efwpei ibe notice 
of our hiAomii»« 
' 3 See Appendix, N*»XV- 

^.See Cotton's Abridgment of ilk ParHtoent Rolll ; 
Ifldex, in the word Ptsvifin. 

■"■■■■■■■ AH 
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All tbefe precautions ferved only to alarm 
the people, to awaken them to a fenfe 
of the lofs of their liberties, and to haften 
the revolution, which was fo eafily brought 
about the year following; when Richard 
the Second was depofed, and Henry of 
Bolingbroke Duke of Lancafter placed on 
the throne. 

It does not appear, that the Bifhop of 
Winchefter had any fhare on either fide 
in this extraordinary and important trarif- 
a£tion ; farther than by his prefence * in 
the laft Parliament of Richard the Second, 
held on September the 30th, 1399, when 
that unhappy Prince refigned the Crown> 
and was folemnly depofed. The firft Par- 
liament of Henry the Fourth was fum- 
moned a few days after; at ^ which alfo 
the Bifhop affifted. On ^ the 23d of Oc- 
tober a folemn Council of the Lords in 
Parliament was held by the King's com- 
;nand; and the queftion propofed by the 

5 As appears by the Regifter : he was at Southwark 
from this time till the end of November ; nor is there 
any procuration entered. 

* Rot. Pari. I. H. 4. He was appointed (as ufual) 
one of the Triers of Petitions of England, Ireland, 
Wales, and Scotland. 

^ Rot. Pari. I. H. 4. tit.- 74, 76. 

Archbifliop 
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Archbifhop of Canterbury, with a ftri6l: 
injundion of fecrecy; what was to be 
done with the late King Richard, fo that 
fae might be fafely guarded, and his life 
preferved ? They were feverally aflced their 
opinions ; and they advifed, that he fliould 
be kept under fafe and fecret guard in 
fome retired place. In purfuance of which 
advice, Oftober the 27th, the King being 
prefent in Parliament, Richard was adj udged 
to perpetual imprifonment. The names 
of all the Lords, that gave this advice, are 
exprefled in the Record : there werc fifteen 
Bifhops, feven Abbots, and thirty-fix: 
Lords ; the Bifhop of Winchefter was not 
of the number, tho' at this time refidmt 
at his palace in Southwark* His known 
attachment to the late King, his perfonal 
regard for him as his benefa6ior in many 
inftances, and his veneration for the me- 
mory of his father and grandfather his 
great patrons, would have made his pre« 
fence, on this delicate occafion, as improper 
and difagreeable with refpe6): to faimfelf, as 
it might have been unwelcome and ofien« 
five to others* This was the laft Parlia- 
ment which he attended in perfon : he * eva 

* Regift. Wykeham, part. 3. b. fol. 185, 204,^ 2i$. 

after 
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after i^t procurators to exciife hh abfencNsf 
an account of his agQ and infirmities* 

Soon after the diftaiffiai of the ParUa-» 
mqnt, the Scqte, taking advanta|je of the 
\i?ifettled ftate of the Natioa> began hofti-- 
Jities, and infefted the borders- The de^ 
figm qf France were likewife fufpefled. 
The King fcmnd it neceffary to undertake 
an expedition to Scotland in perfQn> but 
was unprqvidied with money, and wa& uiw 
>yillijE^ to call a Pa^rliament again fa ibon 
to f\jriu(h him with fupplies. He th«re^ 
lore &iBRK>njed a ^ Gceat Council of Lor^ 
and Prelates^ i who» in confideration of the 
pre$ng c^^e^ty of tlto niatibn at thi$ ^onc* 
tiife, granted the King an. aid of tl^nft* 
ielv^s:. the. Prelates gave a tenth, and the 
Isolds engaged each of them to raife and 
m^i^^ a certain nunaber of forces. T^is 
was to fet ar^ example to the reft of the 
Jiorcte,. who were net there prefent, and to 
tfee wfeiofe nation : letters under th« Privy 
§iciai were knt to all the Abbies to demand 
% hajfty &|?ply y and ^ afterward to all the 

v^]qp. fold. V^. ^ p. i>jj. 
* C>rop. S. Alban. ad an, qiiQtgd bj Wakc^ S^^ik cI* 
the Chiwcb, p. 338. 

Clergy, 
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Clergy, who complied with the demand, 
and granded a fubfidy likewife of a tenth. 
This extraordinary Council was held on 
Februaiy the 9th following. The Bifhop 
of Winchcfter was fommoned to it, and 
afljfted at it. Thefe are the laft traces that 
remain of Jiis appearing and adjng in pub- 
lic affairs. 
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SECTION VIIL 

From the, beginning of Henry the Fourth's 
Reign to the Death ofWykeham. 

WYKEHAM was now very far 
advanced in years, and had from 
his youth been conflantly engaged in a 
multiplicity of bufinefs of the grcateft im- 
portance, both public and private, which 
he had attended with infinite alllduity and 
application : 'tis not to be wondered, that 
old age and continued labour in conjunct 

tion 



WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, 275 

iion> fliould bring upon him thofe infirmi- 
ties, v/hich are the ufual confequences of 
each of them feparate ; and that he fhould 
be obliged at laft to have recourfe ta 
cafe and retirement. He had been bleft 
with an excellent conftitutioh, and had 
enjoyed an uncommon fhare of health. He 
had now been Bilhop of Winchefter abovq 
thirty years, and. in all that time had ne^ 
ver been interrupted by illnefs in the at^ 
tendance upon his duty in every capacity, 
except once. He was fomewhat out of 
order at Merewell about the middle of Fe* 
bruary, 1392-3 ; * as I find by a procurai^ 
tion which he fent to the Convocation, 
excufing his abfence on that account. 
However his diforder, whatever it was, 
feems not to have been fuch as to hinder 
his attendance on common bufinefs at that 
time ; and within a fprtnight * he was able 
to remove to Farnham, and to celebrate 
an Ordination there. I have already in- 

* " Qi^a nos corporali mol^ftia & aliis prapediti ne- 
^* gptiis/^ &c. Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 112. 
** Et ia" mcdicia. praeparat. apud Oxon. pro Domino 
** Fundatore per litcram ejufdemDomini mifT. ad Cuftod, 
V in fcfto Purific. Beatae Marife, I2s. xod.f." Rot. 
Cpmp. CoU/Nov. an. 1393. 

• Regift. Wykeham, part 2. in Ordinat. March i , 1392. 

T timatedi 
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timated, that the illnefs, which prevented 
his attending the Parliament at Shrewj^ 
bury, might perhaps be partly political : 
before this time, as foon as the Adjourn- 
ment thither was made, he had fent ' the 
like excufe to the Convocation, which was 
to meet on the eighth of October; and 
joined to this excufe the plea of much bur 
iinefs of other kinds. This plea itfelf fup«» 
pofes, that his illnefs was not very fevers ; 
and we find accordingly ^ that at this time 
he was well enough to remove from South-^ 
wark to Efher and Famham, as he had oc^ 
cation. About the beginning of Novem^ 
ber he retired to HighXlere, and conti*- 
nued there near four months; where he 
was ftill able to trania6t bufine& of all 
forts, and among the reft to go through 
the * ceremony of delivering the Pall to 
Roger Walden, the new Archbifhop of 
jCanterbuiy. During the two firft years 
of Henry the Fourth ^ I find him from 

3 Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 15 r. ** Quia 
" nos corporali moleftia & uliis praepedlti negotiis^*'^ 
&c. Dated Efher, Oftober 4tb, 1397. 
• * Regift. Wykeham. 

5 Regift. Wykeham, part 3, b. fol, 154. Feb. 17, 

1397. ' * ' 

^ Regift. Wykeham, 

time 
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time to time removing from one to an- 
<^her of his Palaces in the country, as he 
uled to do. The firft remarkable indica- 
tion of his weaknefs and inability of body 
appeal^ in the month of May 1401, when 
^ he was not able to undergo the fatigue 
of adminiftring Ordination ; but, tho* pre- 
fent himlelf, he procured another Bifhop 
to ordain for him : and he was ever after 
obliged to continue the fame^ method of 
applying that part of his office. At the 
end of this year * he retired to South- 
waldiams nor did he ever remove from 
thence ; except once or twice, on occafion 
of fbme particular buHnefs, and that no 
farther than to Winchefter. 

The Bifhop, with his ufual precaation 
and care, had duly weighed and prepared 
for this contingency. To fecure to him- 
felf his own freedom of adtion, and to 
prevent all difagreeable intei^pofitions of 
authority 5 which, however proper and ne- 
ceflary in fuch cafes, might perhaps be at- 

^ Regift. Wykeham, part 2. ia Ordinat. The per- 
fon, who from this time generally performed this office 
for him^ was the famovs Thomas Merks, the depriTed 
Fiihop of Garlifie. 

» Regift. Wykeham. 

T 2 tended 
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tended with much incohvenience, and tend 
to aggravate rather than relieve the in- 
firmities of age -, he had above ten years 
before procured a Bulk from the Pope, ^ 
giving him leave and authority, in con- 
fideration of his age and ill health, to 
affume to himfclf one or more Coadju- 
tors, without the advice and confcht of 
the Archbifliop of Canterbury, or of the 
Chapter of Winchefter; and, as often as 
it fhould pleafc him, to remove them, and 
in the place of the removed to depute an- 
other or others, as he fliould think prd-^ 
per. The Biftibp did not find himfelf un- 
ijer a neceffity of making ufe of this fa- 
culty before the two laft years of his life. 
On' the fourth of January, 1402-3, ' he 
produced the Pope's Bulle, and having 
ordered it to be read and publifliedi he 
in virtu^ of it then deputed in proper 
form Dr- Nicholais Wykeham and Dr* 
John Elmer to be his Coadjutors: and 
from that time forward all bufinefs pro- 
ceeded with their exprefs confent, and by 
their authority, 

♦ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 206, The Bulk 
is dated July 22, 1391. 
' Ibid. ,. 

" . Being 
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Being thus relieved, in a great meafure, 
from the conftant perfonal attendance on 
the duties of his charge, he devoted his 
whole time and appHcation to the dif- 
pofal of his temporal goods, and to the 
care of his fpiritual concerns. He finifhed 
and figned his * Will on the 4th of July, 
1403. The largenefs and multiplicity of 
his legacies, and the great exa6lnefs wdth 
which every thing relating to them is or- 
dered, luiuft have required much attention, 
and evidently Ihew^s in w^hat ftrength and 
perfe6tion he ftill enjoyed all the > faculties 
of his mind. That extenlive and almoft: 
boundlefs generofity, which peculiarly dif- 
tinguifhed his whole life, is here fully djf- 
played : it comprehends all orders and 
degrees of men from the higheft to the 
loweft, and anfwers every poffible demand 
of piety, gratitude, a(ie6lion, and charity. 
fie ftill maintained the fame principle, up* 
on which he had always a6led, and which 
is perhaps the moft certain and indubi- 
table teft of true liberality : as he had al- 
ways made it a rule to himfelf, never tq 
defer a generous and munificent aftion 

» Spe Appendix, N^ XVII, 

T 3 to 
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to another day, when he had the prefcnt 
ability and the immediate opportunity of 
performing it j fo now he was no fooner 
come to a final determination with regard 
to the difpofal of his riches, than he be- 
gan himfelf to fulfil his own intentions s 
and in a great many inftances, in which 
his pfefent liberality would enhance the 
benefit which he defigned to confer, he 
diftributcd his Legacies with his own hands, 
and became the executor of his own will. 
This made it neceflary for him fometime 
afterwards to add a Codicil to it 5 by which 
he declares thefe articles fully difcharged, 
and acquits his executors of all demands 
on account of them and all others, in 
which he (hould for the future in like 
manner anticipate their office. 

It was a matter of principal concern 
with all pious perfons, and made no fmall 
part of the religion of that age, to offer 
up their prayers for the dead, and to fe- 
cure for theii* own fouls, after their de^ 
parture, the benefit of the interceffions of 
pofterity. , This perfuafion owed its origiri 
to certain cuftoms, that prevailed in the 
early ages of the Church 5 innocent per- 
haps and blamelefs in themfelves, but mif- 

taken 
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taken at length, and perverted from their 
firft intention to much fuperftition both in 
opinion and pra6ticc. Prayers for the dead 
feem at firft to have been ufed only at 
their funerals. For the greater folemnity, 
they often chofe to join the fervice of the 
interment of the dead to the celebration 
of the Eucharift ; and hence perhaps arolfe 
the cuftom of adding alms and oblation^ 
to the fervice for the dead, tho' not joined 
with the Eucharift. In time it became the 
practice to repeat thcfe fervices annually : 
anniverfary days were kept for private pei- 
fons by their own friends and relations ; 
for Martyrs more publicly, and with greater 
ceremony ; firft at their fepulchres, after- 
ward in the Churches, which it became the 
cuftom to build over their fepulchres, and 
even to dedicate to the faints there depo- 
fited. AH this by degrees crept into the 
public fervice of the Church: annual 
oblations and facrifices of commemoration, 
as they were called, were made for them : 
at the celebration of the Eucharift, the 
names of Martyrs, Confeflbrs, and Bi- 
fhops departed in the faith, were publicly 
recited 5 and a folemn coilimemoration was 
made of the dead in general, with prayers, 
T 4 feme 
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.fome, by way of thankfgiving to God for 
their deliverance out of the troubles of this 
world, others by way of intercefiion, that 
he would receive th^qi to reft, and .par- 
don their failings and infirmities. The 
people began to conclude, that fuph fer- 
vices were not merely intende4 for a me- 
morial of the deceafed, and for their qwiii 
edification, but were in fpme way profit- 
able to thofe, in whofe behalf they feemed 
to be made. Thefe oblations and facri- 
fices, tho' called commemorative, were 
eafily miftaken for propitiatory; and the 
dead were fuppofed to qbtain pardon of 
their fins through the interceffion of the 
living. At laft, to account fully for a 
pradlice either-ill founded or mifunderftood, 
the doftrine of Purgatory was invented, 
or rather borrowed from the heathen. For 
it happens in Theology, as well as inNar 
tural Philofophy, that to give fupport and 
confiftency to our own vain imaginations, 
with regard to fome obfcure and miftaken 
queftion, we are apt to have recourfe to 
fome new Hypothefis equally imaginary 
and vain, 

Wykeham by difpofition, by education, 
by principle, and by habit, had a deep 

tiiifture 
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tindure of piety and devotion. He was 
pqrfuaded of the truth of all parts of the 
religion, in which he had been inftru6led 
in his childhood) but he feems to have 
been particularly pofleflibd with the notion 
pf the reafonablenefs and efficacy of pray- 
ers for the dead. It ' is recorded of him, 
that he always performed this part of the 
public fervice of the Church with pecu- 
liar intenfenefs and fervor, even to the 
abundant effufion of te^rs. 'Tis not to be 
wondered, therefore, if we find him more 
cfpecially careful in procuring the inter- 
ceffion of the faithful in behalf of himfelf^ 
his parents, and benefactors. Befide the 
provifions, which ht made for this purpofe 
in both.Jiis Colleges by his ftatutes, he * 

had 

3 <* Et nedum fu^, ficut praemittltur, fed & fetnet 
" ipfum Deo vivum lacrificium optulit, ubi inter mif- 
^* faram folempnia, praefertitn ea parte miflae qua pro 
** vivis & mortuis fpecialiter agitur memorla, lacrim^s 
" habundantius effundebat, ex cordis humilitale repu- 
" tans fe indignum, ut frequentius fuis fecretariis jam 
^ exprefSt, quod tantum perageret officium, & tam 
*? dignum traftaret ecclefia facramentum." MS. Coll, 
Wint. 

♦ Regift. Wykeham, part 3. b. fol. 57,' 76, & 132. 
It appears from fol. 57, that this Chantry was founded, 
before Auguft 22, 138 3- But it is probable, from hi^ 
granting fome cftates to the Priory of Suthwyk in the 
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had long before founded a Chantry of 
five * Prieft$, to pray for the fouls of his 
father and mother only, in the Priory of 
Suthwyk. He ^ likewife paid to the Chap- 
ter of Windfor two hundred pounds for 
the purchafe of twenty marks a year, to 
make a perpetual endowment for one ad« 
ditional Chaplain; on condition that his 
obit (hould be annually celebrated, and his 
foul, and the fouls of Edward the Third, 
of his own parents, and of his benefac- 
tors, be daily recommended in dieir prayers. 
But he thought it alfo more paiticularly 
expedient to eftablifh a conftant fervice of 
this kind in his own Church, in that part 
of it, which he had rebuilt, and where he 
had chofen the place of his burial. Ac-^ 
cordingly he had defigned from the firft, 
and had now finiflied, in that part, a 
Chapel, or Oratory, which was to be his 
fepulchre and his chantry. The (ituation 
of this Chapel fecms not at all well cho- 

4.3d year of Edward the Third, that he cftabliflied it 
as fooQ as he was made Bifhop of Winchefter, Index 
Rot. Pat. Bibl. Cotton. Titus, C. 2. Tanner. Notit* 
Monaft. p. 162. 

» MS. Coll. Wint. 

* Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Ecclcfi» Wiud- 
for. D^t.May 29, 1402. 

fen^ 
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fen, if we confider it with refpcft to the 
whole building ; in which it has no good 
cfFe6l> but creates an irregularity and an 
embarraffment, which it had been better 
to have avoided. But Wykeham was de-«- 
termined to the choice of thi^ particular 
place, by a confideratioh of a very dif- 
ferent kind 5 by an early prejudice, and a 
ftrong religious impreffion, which had been 
ftamped on his mind in his childhood. 
In ^ this part of the old Church there had 

been 

f •^ Eral enim Wilhelmus, pater venerabills antedic- 
^* tuSy a i»rimevo litterarum Audio Wynton. traditus 
^* dep non modicum^ & Eccleiias lacrofanfl^ devotus, 
" nee non bafilicae majoris Wynton. in qua ut fperatur 
f' miferatione divina poflmodum prsefuit, ubi jam hu<# 
'' matus corpore requiefcit, limina frequentans devote, 
" & coram Beatae Virginis Mariae ymagine, ftante in 
^* capella in qua traditus eft ecclefiaftica fepulturae, 
*' fuas fpeciales fundens orationes cotidie, miflam m^« 
^^ tutinalem cujufdam monachi, Pekifmafle tunc didl^di 
'* vulgariter, indies confiievit audire ; & fie in pucrl- 
^ tia a fe pigritudine [lege, plgritudinis] {ompnum ertr 
^* cntiens, fecundum bcati Petri Apoftoli doftrinam, in- 
<* ccpit in orationibus Yigilare/' MS. Coll. Wint* 

*^ Non eft igitur poftponendum, quod in hae aetate 
^* frequentare ecclefiam dulee habuit, erebrius oration^ 
^* ineumbere, faeris miflarum interelTe folempniis. Ve- 
<' rum & fpecialem devotionem habuit ad beatam Dei 
** Genctricem, ob euju$ honorem fxpius vifitavit cc* 
'^ clefiam Sanfti Swythuni, coram ymagine ejufdem 
^* tunc pofua ill quadam eolumpna ejulaem ecclefias 

« gcnibus 
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been an altar dedicated to the Blefled Virgin, 
with her image (landing above it : at this 
altar a mafs ufed to be celebrated every 
morning, which feems to have been a fa- 
vourite one, and much frequented, at the 
time when Wykeham was a boy, and at 
fchool at Winchefter ) for it had gotten a 
particular name among the people, and 
was called PtlttCntdlTe/ from the name pf 
^ Monk of the Convent, who ufually of- 
ficiated in it. Young Wykeham was con- 
ftant in his daily attendance, and fervent 
in his devotions, at this Mafs. He feems 

* even then to have chofen the BlefTed.yir- 

.gin as his peculiar patronefs, to have placed 

himfelf under her proteftion, and in a 

inanner to have dedicated himfelf to her 

fervice: and probably he might ever after 

*' genibus flcxis earn humiliter deprecans, ut fuis pre- 
.♦* cibus ad talem ftatum mereretur affumi, ut non foJum 
. ^* ipfam, fed filium ejus Jcfum Chriftum ia Ecclefia mi- 
. '* litantc dignius honoraret." Traftatus in Yet. Re- 
. gift. Coll. Wint. 

" Cujus corpus jacet tumulatum in oratorio Beatae 
•^* Mariae Virginis in navi Ecclefiae Cathedralis Wynton. 
** quod ipfe fuperftes in honorem ejufdem Virginis fieri 
*' ordinavit. In quo ad minus tres miKTae fpeciales pro 

• ** anima ejufdem patris, parentum' & benefaftorum 
" fuorum, ac omnium fidelium defunftorum, cotidic 
f celcbrantur." Ibid. 

imagine 
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imagine himfelif indebted to her efpeclal 
favour for the various fuccefles, which he 
was blefled with through his life. This 
feems to have been the reafon of his dedi- 
cating to her his two Colleges, and calling 
them by her name ; over all the principal 
gates of which he has been careful to have* 
himrelf reprefented as her votary, in the 
a6t of adoration to the Blefled Virgin, a* 
his and their common guardian. And thi^ 
it was that determined the fitiiation of his 
chantry. He ereded his Chapel in the 
very place, where he had been ufed to per-t 
form his daily ievotioiis in his younger 
days ; between the two pillars, againft one 
of which ftood the altar above rnentioned; 
He dedicated the Chapel to the Ble&d 
Virgin; the altar was continued in thft 
fame place as before, and probably the 
very fame imagie was ereiSled above it : vyhich, 
with the other ornaments of the fame 
Jcind, both within the Chapel and without:, 
was deftroyed in the laft century i by the 
zeal of modern enthufiafm, exerting itfelf 
with a blind and indifcreet rage againft. aH 
the venerable and beautiful monuments, 
whether of antient piety or fuperftitioh.* 
. . The 
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moreover engage, that the charity boy$ 
of the Priory fhall every night for ever 
fing "at the (aid Chapel in honour of the 
Bleffed Virgin Mary the anthem Sahjc 
Reginay or Ave Regina^ and after it fey the 
Pfalm De profundisy v^rith the prayer FUe^ 
lium, or Inelinay for the fouls of the fa- 
ther and mother of the Biftiop, and foF 
his foul after his deceafe, and for the fouls 
of all the faithful deceafed : for which the 
Prior is to pay to the Almoner yearly on 
the feaft of the Annunciation of the Bleffed 
Virgin fix (hillings and eight pence for 
the ufe of the faid boys. It is farthejr 
ordered, that the Monks of the Convent in 
Prieft's orders (hall be appointed weekly 
to the performance of theie fervices in a 
table by courfe ; and that^ if any one (d 
(appointed (hall by fudden infirmity or 
otherwife be hindred from officiating, he 
(hall give notice to the Prior or his fubfti* 
tute, who fhall nominate another to fup^ 
ply his place. This engagement of the 
Prior and Convent is dated the i6th oi 
Auguft, 1404. 

Thus Wykeham, having finally fettled 
all his temporal and fpiritual concerns, 
and being about this time full eighty years 

of 
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of age, with much piety and refignation 
waited the hour of his diflblution. He 
feems to have funk by a gentle and gra-* 
dual decay. Tho' weak in body, he re- 
tained all the faculties of his mind to the 
laft. Even * fince he had taken his Coad- 
jutors to his affiftance, he had ftill per- 
fonally attended and dire6led his affairs 
both public and private, as he ufed to 
do before ; admitting all perfons, that had 
bufinefs to tranfadl with him, to his up- 
per chamber. This pra6tice he was able 
to continue at leaft till within four days of 
his death* He died at South Waltham, on 
^ Saturday the 27th day of September, 
^about eight o'clock in the morning, in the 
year 1404. 

He was buried, according to his direc- 
tions, in his own Oratory, in the Cathedral 
Church of Winchefter. His funeral was 
attended by a great concourfe of people of 
all forts ; many, as we may well fuppofe, 
being drawn thither by their affeftion to 
him, and regard for his mertiory ; and 
great numbers, as we may be fully aflured, 

* Regift. Wykeham. 

» Tl^ftat. & 1 itulus Teftamenri, id Vet, Regift. Cd!. 
Wittt, 

U of 
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of the poover fort comVRg to p^ta]^ o^ 
the alms ftiU reached owt to thepft l^y %\^ 
f^me munificent tiapd, that h^A $? lonj; 
been continually open to relieve their want§. 
For * he had ordered by his wiU, that in 
whatever place he fliould happen to dio, 
and through whatever places his body 
fhovild be carried, between the plgice of feis 
death and the Cathedi;al Church of Wiiir- 
diefter, in all thefe places to every poor 
tenant, that had held of him thwe; 49 JBi* 
fhop of Winchefter, fljould be. giy^n^ to 
pray for his foul, foiv p^ce ; and to Qvery 
other poor perfon aiki^g ^)m^x two pence^ 
pi; cjne |>enny at kaft, according to the 
difqretiion of his e^iCQUtors : and tfeat on 
the day of h)s burial, to every pooi- pec*' 
(s>ji coming to Winchefter,^ and afking alms 
fpX the ^ove of Qod. and for the hpalth of 
his foul, Ihpuld he given four pence. 
'^ I fliajl here proceed tp give a fij^miparry 
account of the oth^r legacies, beuefaiftieilS* 
and charities, bequeathed by him in his wijl ^ 
To the poor in the prifons of New- 
gate London, the M^reflialfy, Woly^fy, 
Winchefter, Oxford, Berkfhirei Guil- 

. 4 Sqe App^ix;, N« XVIL 

» See Appendix, Ibid. 
. ; ford. 
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ford. Old and New Sarum, he ordered tcy 
he dtftriboted the fum of two hundred 
pounds. This was one of thofe charitable 
he^ueiis^ which he anticipated in his life^ 
tu»e. He Hkewife lived to fee his building 
of the Church of Winchefter in a manner 
^ finifhcd, for which he had alfo made pro- 
yifion by his will. 

To the King he bequeaths a pair of filver 
feafoM gilt, and remitts to him a debt ^ of 
ftv:e hundred poujids. 

To the Archhifhop of Canterbuiy (Tho- 
mas Arundel,) and to his fucceffor in the 
Biflioprick of Winchefter, feveral legacies 
in jewels, plate, and books. To the Bi- 
flaop of London (Robert Braybroke,) his 
large filk bed and furniture in the beft 

* The Bifliop of Winchefter lent the King 400 1. 
on the. I ft of July 1402. The moaey was to be paid 
on Chriftmas day following ; and for the Biftiop's fe- 
cantY the King put into his hands certain jewels, giving 
him leave to fell them, and pay himfelf, if the money 
(kould not be paid at the time agreed on. kym. Feed. 
Vol. 8. p. 267. The executors of William of Wykeham 
kterBiflmp. d Winchefter peddon the Council fop pay- 
ment of debbs doc kovi the King ta the faid Bifiiop : viz. 
350 1. over and above 500 1. remitted to the King by his 
willy and loool. the debt of Richard- the Second due 
by letters patent. iKfis. iiym. ffen. 4th, Vol. 2d, N"" 
146. 

U 2 cham- 
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chamber of his palace at Winchefter, with 
the whole fuit of tapeftry hangings in the 
fame apartment. 

To 'the Church of Winchefter, his new 
rich veftment of blue cloth, embroidered 
with gold, with thirty copes of the fame 
with gold fringes j a pyx of beril for the 
hofte J and a crofs of gold with reliques of 
the true crofs. 

To the Prior of Winchefter, plate to the 
value of twenty pounds; and to every 
Monk of the Convent ^ being Priefts, 
five marks ; and to every one of them in 
lower orders, forty (hillings,, to pray for 
his fouL 

To his College in Oxford, his Mitre, 
Crofier ^ Dalmatics, and Sandals. 

To his College at Winchefter, another 
Mitre, the Bible ^ which he commonly 
ufed, and feveral other books. 

To each of the Wardens of his Colleges, 
ten marks ; and plate to the value of twenty 

7 The Convent confifted of a Prior and forty- two 
Monks. Leger-book of the Church of Wint. N* i. 
fol. 20. 

* See the Plate annexed. 

* " Biblia cum clapfulis de argento dcaurat. ex le- 
*« gato Domini Fundatoris, Pret. viii. marc/* Vet. 
Regift. CoU. W^int. 
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marks 5 the latter to be tranfmitted to their 
fucceffors. 

To every Fellow, Chaplain, and Scho- 
lar, of his College in Oxford, from twenty 
fix fhillings and eight pence, to thirteen 
fhillings and four pence, according to their 
orders and degrees ; and ten pounds to be 
divided between the Clerks, Choriflers, and 
Servants. 

To the Schoolmafter of Winchefter 
College, five pounds ; to each of the Fel- 
lows, twenty-fix fhillings and eight pence 5 
to the Ufher, and each of the Chaplains, 
twenty fhillings ; to each of the Scholars, 
fix fhillings and eight pence; and ten 
marks to be divided between the Clerks, 
Choriflers, and Servants. 

To the fabrick of the Church of Sarum, 
twenty pounds, for the celebration of his 
exequies on the day of his obit, and on the 
thirtieth day after his death, by the Canons 
and Minifters of the faid Church. 

To the Abbot of Hyde, a piece of gilt 
plate, value ten pounds; to every one of 
the Monks of the fame Monaflery, being 
Priefls, forty fhillings ; and to every one of 
them in lower orders, twenty fhillings^^ to 
pray for his foul. 

U 3 To 
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To the Abbeis of the Monaftery of St. 
Mary Winton, five marks ; and to every 
one of the Nuns ', thijteen (hillings and 
four pence. 

To the Prior and Convent of St. Mary 
Ovcry Suthwerk, for the repair of their 
Church, and to pray for his foul, forty 
pounds, being a debt remitted. 

To the Abbot and Convent of Waverly, 
ten pounds, to pray for his foul. 

To the Abby of Tichefield, one pair of 
veftments, and a chalice. 

To the Prior and Convent of Tanton, 
one hundred marks, to pray for his foul. 

To the Abbefs of the Monaftery of Nuns 
at Romefey, five marks : to Felicia Aas, a 
Nun of the fame Monaftery, five pounds : 
and to each of the other Nuns, thirteen 
fhillings and four pence. 

To the Abbefs and Convent of the fame 
Monaftery, for the repair of their Church 
and Cloyfter, a debt of forty pounds re- 
mitted. 

To the f abrick of the parifli Church oi 
Romefey, twenty marks. 

' There \^€ xxi Ntmsat tbc difiblotioR. Taoaer. 

i^oiit."Monaft. 

To 
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Toi dieAbbbfs aiid Convent of Where- 
well, to pray for his fouU twenty mark&. 

To the Prior and Convent of St, De- 
nis Southampton, for the repair of their 
Church) twenty marks. 

To the Priorefo and Convent of Wynte- 
ney^ to ^ray for his foul, ten pounds* 

To the Priory and Convent of Tiurigge, 
to piTiy foi- his foul, five pounds. 

To ht diftributed among the brethren, 
and fifters, and poor, of the Ho^tal of 
St. Thomas Suthwerk, to pray for his foul, 
tm marks. 

To the Hofpital of St. Crofs near Win* 
chefter, one pair of veftments, with a 
chalice, and put pair of filver baf<ais. 

To the Hofpttai of St. Nicholas at Portef- 
mouth, one pair of veftments, with a 
chalice. 

To the Church of St. Mary S^mhamp- 
ton, o^re pair of veftments, with a chalict. 

To the College of St. Elizabeth, (Witt- 
tan) a pair of filver baf6ns, and two filver 
cups, for the ufc dF the high altar. 

To the Hofpital of St. Mary Magda- 
tenenear Winchefter, for the repair of the 
Church and houfes belonging to it, five 
pounds. 

U 4 To 
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To the Sifters of the Hofpital of the Al- 
monry of the Church of SL Swythun, forty 
fhillingS) to be equally divided between 
them, to pray for his foul. 

To each of the Churches of Hameldon 
and Eaftraeone, one lervice-book with 
notes, of thofe belonging to his own 
Chapel, and one chalice. 

To each of five Churches of his patron- 
age, one intire veftment, namely for prieft, 
deacon, and fubdeacon, with a cope, and 
. one chalice. 

To each of five others likewife, one cope 
of. thofe belonging to his Chapel, and one 
chalice. 

To each of the Convents of the four 
orders of Mendicant Friars in the dty of 
Winchefter, ten marks, to pray for his 
foul. 

To fifteen of his kindred, for themfelves 
and for the children alfoof fome of them, 
from one hundred to twenty pounds a piece, 
in the whole eight hundred twenty-three 
pounds fix ihillings and eight pence. 

To Selote Purbyk, ten pounds. 

To each of the chief Juftices, a ring to 
the vjilue of five pounds. 

To 
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To Mr. William Hengford, a ring of 
gold, or one table diamond, to the value 
of five pounds. 

To Mr. Robert Faryngton, a pfalter, 
and a pair of beads. 

To John Uvedale, and Henry Popham, 
(Efqrs.) each of them a filver cup or jewel, 
to the value of ten marks. 

To John Chamflour, Nicholas Bray, and 
Stephen Carre, each of them a cup or 
jewel, to the value of five pounds. 

To Mr. William Savage, Reftor of O- 
vcrton, twenty pounds. 

To Dr. John Keton, Precentor of the 
Church of Southampton, twenty pounds. 

And other legacies, in plate or money, 
to be diftributed to the perfons named in 
a roll, annexed to the will, and fealed 
with his feal, according to the diredlions 
therein contained. The number of the 
perfons, being others of his friends, and 
his ofiicers, and fervants, of all degrees 
whatfoever, is above one hundred and fifty; 
and the value of thefe legacies in the whole 
amounts to near one thoufand pounds; 
All thefe he difcharged in his lifetime, and 
had the pleafure of diftributing with his 
ciwn hands. 

lie- 
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Me appoints Robert (Bmybroke,) BiOiop 
of London, Dr. Nicholas Wykeham (Arch- 
deacon of Wilts,) Dr. John Elmere (his Ofi- 
ficial General,) Eh*. JohnCampeden (Arch- 
deacon of Surry,) Thomas Chelreyj Stew* 
ftrd of the lands of the Bifhoprick, Thomas 
Wykeham, his great-nephew and heir> and 
Dr. Thomas Aylewand Renter of Havont, 
to be his executors. To M^iom hebequd^hs 
Ont^ thoufand pounds in recompence for 
their trouble in the adminiftration t>f his 
l?vill, to be equally divided among thole of 
them only, who fhould take upon thtm 
that charge. 

The refidue of his goodfe he leaves to be 
difpofed of by his executors for the health 
and remedy of his foul, (that is> to pioUs 
and charitable ufes,) faithfully and con- 
fcientioufly, as they fhall anfwer it at the 
laft day. 

The whole value of the bequefts of his 
will amounts td between fix and fevcii 
thoufand pounds $ the indeterminate cbia- 
dition of feveral iirtides making it im^ 
poffible to reduce it to an ex&d eftima^ 
tion* 



He 
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He ' had before put Sir Thomas Wyke- 

ham his heir into pofleflion of manors and 

eftates to the value of fix hundred marks a 

years and * he deposited in the hands of 

the Warden and Scholars of New College 

one hundred pounds for the defence of his 

title to the faid eftates, to be kept by them, 

and to be applied to no other ufe whatever, 

for twenty years after the Bifliop's deceafe j 

after which term, the whole, or remainder, 

not fo api^ied, was to be freely delivered 

to Sir Thomas Wykeham, or his heirs. 

As there are feveral other inftances of 
Wykehatn's munificence and charity, which 
I have not had occafion to mention before, 
I fhall recite them here in the order in 
which they happen to occur. 

At ^ his fitft entrance upon the Bifliop- 
rick of Winchefter, he remitted to his poor 
tenants certain acknowledgments, lifually 
paid and due by cuftom, to the amount 
of ^ five hundred and two pounds one ihil« 
ling as»d feven pence. 

To 

» MS. CoU. Wint. 

* Ex Originali Indentura in Archivis Coil. Wint. 
3 MS. Coll. Wint. 

♦ ** RecQgnicio tenenchim EptfcopatHS Wynton. fot 
^' vend, in primo adventu cujuflibet Epifcopi : vidc- 
*' iicct, 

" De 
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To * feveral Officers of the Bifhoprick, 
who were grown poor and become objects 
of his liberality, he at different times re- 
mitted fums due to him, to the amount of 
two thoufand marks. 

He ^ paid for his tenants three feveral 
times the fubfidies granted to the King by 
Parliament. 

In ^ the year 1377, ^^^ ^^ ^^^ mere 
good will and liberality he difcharged the 
whole debts of the Prior and Convent of 
Selborne, to the amount of one hundred 

«* De Taunton & Rympton c libr. xxxij s. viijd. 

'* De Dounton xliij libr. xvs. viijd. 

** De Twyford xlj libr. xij s. 

" De Waltham xxxij libr. xiijs. iiijd. 

** De Meones Iv libr. xiij s. iiij d. 

«* De Sutton xxxj libr. xix ?. x d. 

•* De Farnham xxxiiij libr. xvj s. viij d. 

** De Clera xxxviij libr. xiij. denar. 

«' De Wytteneye Ixix libr. vij folid. 

" Item de Ivyogho & Wergrave lij libr. x s. 

** Sum. total. Dii lib. xix denar." 

MS. penes Dom. Epifc. Wint. fol. 122. 

The exaft agreement of this MS. with MS. Coll. 
Wint. in this particular, fhews the authority of the 
latter MS. ; and confirms what I had before faid of it, 
(Pref I ft Edit.) tjiat the writer of it had accefs to the 
accounts of Wykeham's ftewards, and that it is the 
moH authentic account of him that is extant. 

5 MS. Coll. Wint. « Ibid. 

7 Regift, Wykcham, part 3. b. fol. 209.* 

and 
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and ten marks, eleven {hillings, and fix 
pence : and * a few years before he died, he 
made a free gift to the fame Priory of one 
hundred marks. On which accounts, the 
Prior and Convent voluntarily engaged for 
the celebration of two mafles a day by two 
Canons of the Convent for ten years, for 
the Biftiop's welfare, if he fhould live fo 
long, and for his foul, if he fhould die 
before the expiration of that terra. 

From ^ the time of his being made Bi- 
fhop of . Winchefler he abundantly pro- 
vided for a certain number of poor, twenty 
four at the leafl, every day •, not only feed- 
ing them, but alfo diftributing money 
among them to fupply their necefTities of 
every kind. 

He * continually employed his friends, 
and thofe that attended upon him, to feek 
out thq properefl objeds of his charity ; to 
fearch after thofe whofe modefty would 
not yield to their diftrefTes, nor fuffer them 
to apply for relief 3 to go to the houfes 

» Ibid. fol. 188. 

9 MS. Coll. Wint. & Traftat. ia Vet. Regift. Coll. 
Wint. 
' Ibid. 

of 
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of the iick and needy, and to in^m theaib^ 
felves particularly of their fever^ calami- 
ties : and hi« benefieenc^ adminiftF^ large • 
ly to all their want&, He fupport^d the k^ 
firm, he relieved the diftrefled, he feci the 
hungry, an.d he clothed the n^k^d. 

To * the poor Friars of th§ orders fub- 
fifting on charity he was always, very li- 
beral. His hofpitality was large, ccnftant, 
and univerfal: his hpufe was opctn to alU 
and fi'eq.uented by the rich ai^4 gf^9f^ in 
proportion as it was crowded by tks poor 
and indigent. 

He ^ was ever attentive aiad corap^flion- 
ate to foch as were iiBprifoned for debt ; 
he inquired into their circun^ftances, com-^ 
pounded with their creditors, and prpcjoreicl 
their rdeafe. In this article of charity he 
expended three thpufand mark?. 

^ Ibid. I meet with, the following cafi^a) inftaoce. of 
his liberality in this way, in Rot. Comp. Coll, Nov. anni 
1 37 7* *' Item iti diftributione fafk quat-tuor ordinfbu^ ' 
*^ fratrum fiiendicai^tium Oxon. de ele^^ofioa Pomioit 
*« xiii. lib. xix s. praecepto Domini : viz. fratribus Prae- 
** dicatoribus Ixx s. Minoribus ciiis. Carmelitis. Mi s. & 
** Auguftinenfibus xlix s. & fie viz. omnibus fratribus 
*< in vill^O»oQ. praedift. xiid." It appears from hence, 
that there were at this time in the city of Oxford 279 
Mendicant Friars. 

3 MS. Coll. Wint. 

The 
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The ^ roads bietween London and Winr. 

chefter, and in many other places, when. 

they were very bad> and alxnoft impafiable, 

he repaired and amended ^ making caufeys, 

^aad building bridges, at a vaft expepce. 

He ^ repaired a great number of Churches: 
of his diocefe, which were gone to decay ;. 
and moreover furnifhed them, not only 
Hk a, decent, bqt even in a fplendid man-^ 
]^er, with books, veftments, chalices, and 
other ornaments. In this way he beftowed 
one hundred and thirteen filver chalices,, 
and one hundred pair of veftments: fo that 
the articles of this kind, few in comparifon, 
which we find in his will, were only in- 
tended by way of fapplement to what he 
had done in his lifetime -, that fiich of the 
Churches oi his patronage, which he had 
n^ had occafion to confidqr before as oh- 
jefts of his liberality, might &ot however 
feem, to be wholiy neglected by hij». 

Befides all this, he ^ purchafed eftates to 
the value of two hundred marks a year in 
addition to the demefne lands of the Bifhop- 
rick of Winchefter, that he might leave 

• • ♦ Ibid. & Traftat. in Vet. Regift. Coll. Wint. 
» Ibid. 
<* MS. Coll. Wint. 

there 
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there memorials of his munificence in every 
kind. 

Tho* the other ornaments of his oratory 
are deftroyed, yet his monument remains 
there intire and unhurt to this day. It is 
of white marble, of very elegant work- 
manfhip, confidering the time, with his 
effigies in his pontifical robes lying along 
upon it i and on a plate of brafs, running 
round the edge of the upper table of it, is 
the following infcription in Latin verfe, of 
the ftyle of that age. 

3[ftfug ectleCae praeful, reparaftit eamque^ 
Harguis erat, Oapt&r^ probat j^oc cum ntbiu 

pauper : 
Confiltisf pariter rejyni fixzuthmz t^tpttv^ 
^unt tiDcet tilt pium fuuHatto CoUeffiorum : 
iDjoniae pnmum itat> mintoniatqut fecunQuin^ 
3mittv oretijs, tumulum quicunque SttetiiS, 
^ro tatttf0 vmitifi nt at fibt bita ptznnUi^ 
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SECTION IX. 

jin Examination and Confutation of fever al 
things^ that have been publifhed to his dif-^ 
credit. 

I Shall not attempt to form any other 
charader of this great man, than 
what neceffarily arifes out of the fafts 
aheady related, and from the whole tenor 
of his public life and aftions, which I have 
endeavoured fairly to exhibit from un- 
doubted evidences, without difguife or am^ 
X plification. 
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plification. Whatever other pi6lure of 
him I (hould pretend to fet forth, it could 
only be looked upon as the work of mere 
imagination j there being now no original 
drawing extant, fuffitient to furnifli out 
a complete piece, ahd to juftify a higher 
colouring and more perfeft finifhing of 
a copy taken from it. The peculiar and 
diftinguiftiing chara6lers of men are much 
better conceived, and more accurately 
marked, from little circumftances and in- 
cidents in private life, thm from a long 
feries of aftions in a public ftation : thefe 
may raife in us a high idea of a great 
and good man, and ftrike us with a dif- - 
tant admiration of his abilities and his 
virtues ; but 'tis by the former that we are 
introduced to his acquaintance, that w^ 
leara his particular turnj his temper, his 
humours, his failings, as well as his anji- 
able qualities, and become in a manner 
intimate and familiar with hinai. I mu&: 
acknowledge with miKh regret, that very 
few particulars relating to the private and 
domeftic part of Wykdbam's €hara6Vfir ai'e 
tranfroitted down to us. The writers o£ 
that age are very f€w> and they have.givea 
us but a (hort and icoperfe^ accousit evea 

of 
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of the moft important hdis : fdch of them, 
whom we may fuppofe to have had a 
nearer and perhaps a perfonal knowledge 
of him, which is the only foundation up- 
on which the credit we give to more mi- 
nute and circumftantial informations can 
fafely be built, have done very little to- 
wards gratifying our curiofity in this re- 
fpect. 

However, not to omit whatever may be 
advanced upon reafonable evidence, we 
find him in his early youth diftinguifhed 
for his piety and his diligence j raifing 
himfelf from a low condition by his abi- 
lities, his induftiy, and his fidelity; me- 
riting the regard and encouragement of 
feveral worthy and eminent patrons; and 
at length raifed to the higheft ftations- by 
the favour of two of the greateft men that 
this nation has to boaft of, Edward the 
Third and his fon the Prince of Wales. 
We may well conclude from the conftant 
courfe and quick progrefs of his rifing 
fortune, that he was not deficient in any 
of thofe accomplifhments, that generally 
lay opefi and fmooth the way to fuccefs irt 
the world : that he was a man of lively 
parts, of an engaging addrejS, and an a- 
X 2 greable 



3o8 T H E L I F B O P 

greeable converfation ; and that he had ixt 
a great degree that fort of natural penetra^ 
tion, which, affifted with fome experience, 
is neceffary to the attainment of a ready 
and fure knowledge of men and things. 
It is almoft needlefs to obferve, that one, 
who was poflefled with fuch a fpirit of 
univerfal benevolence, muft have been the 
beft of mafters, the kindeft and moft ge- 
nerous patron, the moft conftarit and af- 
fedlionate friend : but all this we are not 
left to deduce by confequence; we have 
evident proofs of the largenefs and warmth 
of his heart in every inftance of this kind : 
we find ' the lift of his friends, his offi- 
cers, his domeftics, almoft invariably the 
fame -, all receiving in their turns teftimo- 
nies of his favour, and rewards of their 
fervices ; never leaving him, nor ever de- 
ferted by him. 

As to his public chara6ler he may be- 
confidered in two lights ; as a Statefman, 
and as a Benefactor. 

His genius for bufinefs was ftrong and 
univerfal : he was endowed by nature 
with a great capacity, and his induftry 

« Regift. Wykeham, & Appcadix, N«. XVIL 

' had 
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Had furniflied him with a large ftock of 
acquired qualifications, for the manage- 
Hient of all forts of affairs } with a juft 
theory of Law in all its branches, of the 
Canon, the Civil, and Common Law; 
and a perfeft knowledge of the languages, 
and the forms, which were made ufe of in 
praftice. The monuments which remain 
of his afts in this kind difcover throughout - 
evident marks of uncommon abilities; 
of a clear and exact comprehenfion of 
things, and the greateft care and precifion 
in the execution. His Ikill in architec- 
ture feems to have been only one part 
of that various treafure of ufeful know- 
ledge, which he had laid up in ftore for 
bccafional application, and not the main 
fund upon which he propofed to raife his 
fortune : his firft employments were of a 
very different kind, and he ftruck into 
this, as'a fair opportunity offered, promp- 
ted by the impulfe of a ready genius, and 
the confcioufnefs of his own fufficiency 
for the undertaking. The fame apt and 
pliable genius turned itfelf to ftate affairs, 
with the fame eafe, and with equal fuccefs. 
jEdward the Third's opinion of him was 
fully juftified: he proved an able, vigi- 
X 3 lant. 
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lent, indpfatigable, an4 honeft Minil^pri 
and at the fame time that he a4v^nc«4 
4aily in his matter** favour, he grew in 
the efteern of the poWic. While * he 
purfued with zeal and fidelity the in- 
terefts of the King, he did nof forg^ or 
difregard the eale and happinef? of the 
people i but was their conftant advocate^ 
9nd, as far as the neceffities of the ftatp 
would permit, always preferved them from 
exaftions ' and oppreffions. In ^ matters 
of doijbt and difficulty he had a penetra- 
ting and a found judgenxent : he was cafy 
pf accefs, open and chearful in c<>nverfaT 
tion, and ready in his aqfwers to all that 
applied to him : his words were not un-r 
meaning and evafive, but his perfpfii^ance? 
were always anfwerable to his profeflionSa 
a^id his adions kept pace with hk pro* 

*. " Totoque tempore fui regiminis, tam tcmpoiir 
** bus Edwardi quam Ricardi, ipforum utriguc obfe- 
** quiofus extitit & fidelis ; ae populo regai ravprabilts 
*f & plurimum gratiofus, ipfum a fubfi^is ^ exaftio*- 
" nibus ac aliis opprefEonibus praefervans continue.'* 
MS. CoU. Wint 

3. *' £rat confultus inambiguis; in refponlis prom- 
*' ptus, alacer, afFabilis ; nee erat ejus fermo fterills, 
" necotipfu5; quern commendabat laudabilis verborum 
*f 8c operum comkatus/' Traftat. in Vet. Regift.CoU. 
Wint, & Brey. Chroo, 

mifes. 
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tnifes* When he faw his two great friends* 
Edward the Thiixl and the Prince of 
Wales, both together evidently declining 
and dying, and the whole power devolving 
into other bands, he had the courage, ho- 
hour, and gratitude, to exert hrmfdf in 
behalf of thofe wbo^ould not protect him, 
in (^ofition to thofe who would in all 
probability foon have it in their power to 
deftroy him : and this, as he mnft have 
forefeen^ in effedt brought upon him that 
malicious attack of his enemies, which 
ferved only in the end to fhew, that his in- 
tegrity could ftand the fevereft trial, and 
abide the ftrifteft fcrutiny ; and to produce 
for the fatisfaftion of pofterity thofe pub- 
lic tcftimonies of his honcfly and upright- 
ncft, which we fhould otherwiie have 
wanted, Tis not to be wondered, that 
fuch experience of unmerited perfecution 
fhould teach him a leiTon of caution, and 
make him fteady in the praftice of it, in 
times of yet greater difficulty ; when that 
uniform condu6t of prudence and mode- 
ration, which from thenceforth diftin- 
guifhes his public chaaafter, became equal- 
ly expedient for the fafety of his King and 
country, and for his own fecurity, 

X 4 We 
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We frequently hear of men, who by the 
force of their genius, by their induftry, or 
by their good fortune, have raifed them- 
felves from the lowed ftations, to the high- 
eft d^ees of honour, power, and wealth : 
but how feldom do we meet with thoie, 
who have made a proper ufe of the advan^ 
tages which they have thus happily acqui-^ 
red, and confidered them as depolited in 
their hands by providence for the general 
benefit of mankind ? In this refpeft Wyke.* 
ham ftands an uncommon and almoft 
iingular example of generofity and public 
fpirit. By the time that he had reached 
the meridian of life, he had acquired great 
wealth ; and the remainder of his days he 
employed, not in increafmg it to no rea- 
sonable end, but in beftowing it in every 
way, that piety, • charity, and liberality, 
could devife. The latter half of a long life 
he Ipent in one continued feries of genet- 
rous a6lions and great defigns, for the 
good of his friends, of the poor, and of his 
country. His beneficence was ever vigi»- 
lant, adive, and ^perfevering : it was not 
only ready to anfwer when opportunity 
called, but fought it out when it did not 
offer itfelf* No mm feems to have tailed 

more 
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more ienfibly the pleafute of doing good ; 
and no man had ever a greater (hare of 
this exquifite enjoyment. The foundation 
of his Colleges, the principal monuments 
of his munificences was as well calculated 
for the real ufe of the public, and as judi- 
cipufly planned, as it was nobly and ge« 
neroufly executed. Whatever Wykeham $ 
attainments in letters were, he had at leaft 
the good fenfe to fee, that the Clergy, tho' 
they had almoft engrofled the whole 
leaiiiing of that age, yet were very deficient 
in real. and .vifeful knowledge; befides that 
by the particular diftrefles of the times^ 
and the havoc that feveral fucceffive plagues 
had made in all ranks of the people, but 
efpecially among the Clergy, the Church 
was at a lofs for a proper fupply of fuch aj 
were tolerably qualified for the perform- 
ance of the common fervice. It w^s not 
vanity and oilehtation that fuggefted this 
defign to him ; he was prompted to it by 
the notorious exigence of the times, and 
the real demands of the public. The de^ 
liberation with which he entered upon it, 
and the conftant attention with which he 
purfued it for above thirty years, fhew* 
how much be fet his heart upon the fucr 

ceft 
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cefs of his undertaking, and haw earneMjr 
he endeavoured to (ecure die dfedual at>* 
tainment of the end prc^fed, the promo- 
tion of true piety and learning. In a word, 
as he was in his own time a general blef^ 
iing to his Country, in which his bounty 
was fredy imparted to every obje6l, diat 
could come within the reach of his inihi- 
ence ; fo the memory of thb great man 
merits the univerfal regard of poflerity, as 
of one, whoie pious and munificent deiigns 
were direfted to the general good of man- 
kind, and were extended to die iateft 
ages. 

It is not to be wondered, that a man, 
who had met with fuch uncommon fucc^ 
and who had been raifed from a low con- 
dition erf" life to the moft eminent flations, 
fhould in the height of his fwtune have 
become an obyeft of envy, and have ex* 
cited the malice of rivals and ^lemies. 
Motives of this kind may well be fuppc^ed 
to have had a fecondary influence' in the 
perfecution, that was once raifed againft 
him ; and to have blown up the flame, that 
faftion had firft kindled. This however' 
was but of ihort continuance, and fell to 
the ground with the political caufe that 

gave 
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gave rife tjo it. Wykcham had the hap- 

pmcTsy a vi^ry uncomiBon Qne with fallen 

ftatefmen, even at the time that he was 

borne down by the power of his enemies, 

ftill to r^ain his popularity ^ and he lived 

many years afterwards in an uninterrupted 

poiieflion of the Ipve and eileem of the 

pilblic. But that one of his beneficent 

fuid ^jimiable character, whofe generofity 

^d public fpifit had been fo univerfal, and 

was ^tiU extended to pofterity, fhould in 

after ages, and at a time when envy and 

fai^ipn are commonly (ilent and extind, be 

iQaded with imputations, as falfe and 

gcQi^ndlefs, as they are fcandalous and 

xpalicious ; this muA: be looked upon as a 

fii^ular hardfhip, and may juflly raife both 

ow furprife and indignation. Yet fuch 

has been Wykeham's uncommon lot» The 

caufes and motives, vvhich have given birth 

to th^fe imputations, and the means, by 

which they have been nurfed up, and fcnt 

abroad into the world, though very obfcure^ 

I (hall here endeavour to trace out, and 

lay before the reader, with as much ex- 

a^nefs and perfpicuity as I am able : and 

this inquiry I have chofen to referve to 

this place, where without interrupting 

other 



3i6 T H E L I F E O F 

other matters, I might purfue it more mi- 
nutely, in order to give him the fuller fa- 
tisfadion. 

The fole foundation of moft of the im- 
putations, which have prevailed to the dif^ 
advantage of Wykeham's charafter, and 
which have found place in many of our 
hillories, appears to have been a paper con- 
taining ftiort notes relating tp him, which 
came into the hands of that learned and 
induftrious antiquary, the famous Mr. 
John Leland, 

As Leland was very diligent in colkfting 
every thing that was curious relating to 
our hiftories and antiquities, he tranfcribed 
thefe notes, and entered them in his com- 
mon-place book, among feveral other tranf- 
cripts and extrafts from different manu- 
fcripts. A copy of this common-place 
book of Leland, tranfcribed from that in 
his own hand-writing, is extant in the 
^ Bodleian library : Mr. Heaine has publifti- 
ed it, and it makes the appendix to the 
fourth volume of Leland's Itinerary. 

That Leland was not the author of thefe 
tiotes, but that he only took a copy of 
them, and fet them down in his common- 
place book, is not only probable from the 

remaining 
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i^maining contents of the book, which con- 
fift intirely of tranfcripts from different 
authors, unlefsyou will except one copy 
of a letter of his own ; but moreover ap- 
pears evidently from another tranfcript of 
the fame notes, which is preferved in the 
Cotton Library, and which has a Title 
prefixed giving us the name of the Author : 
they are called Dr. London's Report. I 
Ihali here infert the Report, with the 
Title and Marginal Remarks added to it, 
as it ftands in the Cotton Manufcript; 
fupplying at the fame time fuch variations 
of the Bodleian Copy as are material. 

* MS. Biblioth. Cotton. Julius. C- 6. 
" Do6lor London his reporte, but not 
'' true." 

« William wi- . 1. cc William Perote, alias 
^^ S^wlSe^ " Wim^^ [Wikam, MS. 
" ten*' " Bodl.] becaufe hee was 

;; ^J^^lt'' '' ^^^ " borne at Wikam in Hamp- 
" fhirc. Some fuppofe that 
" he was a Baftard. dno anno 1404." 

[Inftead 

^ N. B. In MS. Cotton, tte Report itfdf, the Title, 
and Marginal Notes, are all in the fame hand-writing $ 
not Leland's, but copied from him. In the beginning 
of the MS. where the Contents of the whole volume are 
fctdown, tbb Report is thus intitled: ^^ A fcandalous 
" report concerning Wickam Bifhop of Winchefter.'* 
r ^ ' The 
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[Inftead of " dno anno 1404" M8* Bodl^ 
hath, ** Perot the Parifli-clcrk^s fon of 
« Wikam."] 

2. " Perrot brought up by Mr. Wodale 
" of Wikam learned gramar, and to writte 
«« fayre." 

3. «^ The Conftable of Wincheftcr Caftle, 
« at that time a great ruler in Hafflpfliire, 
« got Pcrote of Wodale, and made him 
« his Clerk." 

4. [" Edward the 3d coming to Winchei^ 
•* ter Caftle liked Perot, and took him to 
«« fervice" MS- Bodl. This article is omit- 
ted in the Cotton MS. by miftake of the 
tranfcriber, as it feems ; the two next ar- 
ticles beginning with the fame words.] 

5. " Edward the third, underjftanding 
« that Perote had mynd to be prefte, itiade 
«« him firft peribn of St. Martynes in Lon-* 
« don, and Dean of St. Martynes in Lon- 
«« don, and then ArchedeaCon of Bucking- 
« bam." 

6. " Edward the 3 made him Surveiyer 
" of his Buildings, as of Windfore, and 
" Qiiinborciugbc in Kent, and other build- 
'' mgsr 

T&e Contents are in 3 different hand fron thait of the 
Keport^ and the refi of the Volmne itfetf'. 

I 7. " Then 
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7. « Then Edward made him berer of 
" the pnviei^€^ mafter of the Wards and 
« thcForefts." 

8. ". Wikam was treforcr for the revc- 
^^ nues of France." 

9. " Then he made him biihope of 
*< Winchefter, Chanfelor and Trcforer of 
*' England, as it verye manifefUye appear- 
♦• ithe by writtinge." 

10. " The Black Prince fcant favored 
« Wikam." 

11. Wikun procured to kepe the Prince 
« in battaik out of the realme." 

12. " John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaf- 
" ter enemye to Wikam." 

13. " Alice Perers, <:oncubine to Ed- 
" ward the 3d* caufcd Wikam to be ba- 

« N« d " " ^^^^> aJ^ then he dwelled 
" in Norroandye and Picardyc 
** a [about] 7 yeres> Edward the third yet 
«' lyving." 

14. " Wickam reftored about the 2 
" 3fere of Richard the fecond, of whom ho 
" bad a geiMral pardon." 

The volume in which thefe notes are 
found in the Cotton Library, confifts ^ like- 

* See the Contests of h in Smith's Catalogue of thft 
Cottoa Ldbraijr. 

wife 
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wife of Colle£tions relating to our faiftory, 
made by the fame Leland from antient 
authors. Thefe notes then, as they ftand 
in the Cotton Manufcript, are ftill a part 
of Leland's Colle6lions j and by the Title 
and Marginal Remarks^ here added to them, 
it appears, that Leland knew them to be" 
Dr. London's, and that he was well ap- 
prifed of their being for the moft part 
falfe and groundlefs. It is indeed very 
probable, that Leland had them from Dt'^' 
London, to whom he might apply, as to a 
perfon who by his ftation had the beft op- 
portunity of giving him information, for 
feme account of Wykeham : and that ha- 
ving received this account from him, which 
one fo well verfed in our hiftory muft im- 
mediately fee was full of faifities, he not 
not only noted the author, but exprefled his 
opinion and judgement of his report in the 
title and marginal remarks added to it. 

The reader is by this time ready to in- 
quire, who this Dn London is ; and witt 
no doubt be furprifed, when he is inform- 
ed, that Dr. London, the author and pro- 
pagator of all this fcandal upon Wyk&* 
{jana, was qnewho owed his education and 
fubfiftehce to Wykeham's bounty, and had 
-- » the 
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the honour of being at the head of the 
principal of his two Societies, being War- 
den of New College in Oxford, at the time 
when Leland was employed in making his 
Colleftions. If it is farther demanded, 
with what defign, and from what motive, 
he could give fo difhonourable, as well ast 
fo abfurd an account of his great Bene-* 
faftor, I am wholly at a lols for an an- 
fwer to the queftion, and know not whe- 
ther to charge it to his malice or his igno- 
rance. All I can do towards the clearing* 
up of this matter, is to give the hiftory and 
character of Dr. London, as I find it re-t 
corded on good authority; that any one, 
who is defirous of fatisfying himfelf of the 
degree of credit that is due to his teftimo- 
ny, may have fome ground to go upon in 
forming his judgement. 

John London was admitted of New Col- 
lege in the year 1505 ; became L. L. B. in 
1512, and L. L. D. in 1518. He was 
about this time Canon of York and Lin- 
coln, and Domeftic Chaplain to Archbiftiop 
Warham. He was elefted Warden of New 
College in 1526 ; was Vicar of Abberbury j 
(both which laft preferments he refigned in 
1542 j) and Prebendary of Shipton in the 
Y Church 
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Church of Sarum: afterwards he becanw 
Canon of Windfor, Dean of Ofney, (1542) 
and of the Collegiate Chapel of Wallingr 
ford Berks. After the death of. Warhanj 
in 1532, he infmuated himfelf into the 
good graces of Cromwell, and was much 
employed by him in the fuppreffion of mo- 
nalteries -, he was one of the Vifiton, an4' 
adled with great zeal in the removing of 
Images and Relique?. After the fall of 
Cromwell, he as dexteroufly made his court 
to Gai'diner Biftiop of Wincheiler j and to 
compenfate for what he had done before^ 
he offered his moil zealous fervices to him, 
and became his inftrumentand undpr-agent 
in all his meafures* He w^s the perfon 
principally employed by him in contriving 
and carrying on the plot to deftroy Cranmer : 
but the apparent malice and faKhodd of the 
accufation brought againfl: the good Arcb- 
bifhop induced the King to take \ilm un- 
der his protection. At the fame time he 
was engaged in another feheraeof the fame 
kind, and under the fame dire(9:Qr.: he 
made it his bufinefs, in con]un6Eian with 
one Symonds a Lawyer, to procure evi- 
dence againft feveral perfdns in Windfor, 
who were fufpedled of favouring the Re- 
formation ^ 
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formation ; and he laid his- informations 
before Gardiner ; on which three perfbns 
were convifted upon the Six Articles, and 
burnt. However he and his aflbciate were 
not fatisfied with this fuccefs : their plot 
was carried ftill farther, and aimed at fe- 
vcral very confiderable perlbns of the 
Court; but was difcovered before all their 
meafures were concerted. They were ap- 
prehended, and charged with it ; and being 
put to their oaths denied it. Their own 
hand-writing was then produced againft 
them-: and being thus convifted of Per- 
jury, they were adjudged to be carried on 
horfe-back through Windfor, Reading, and 
Newbury, with their faces to the horfes 
tails, and then to Hand in the pillory in the 
fame places ; which was executed accord- 
ingly. This difgrace funk fo.deep in the 
heart of Dr. London, that he died foon af- 
ter in the Fleet prifon, in the year 1543 ^. 

Tho* I doubt not but that e/ery com- 
petent judge muft be fully fatisfied, upon the 
firft reading of this Report, of its inaccu- 
racy in general, and of the apparent falf- 
hood of many particulars in it 5 and that, 

* Fox-; A. Wood. Strype. Burnet. 

Y 2 with 
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with regard to fome points more obfcure 
and doubtful, very little credit will be 
thought due to an author, who has been 
fo egregioufly miftaken in others, where 
the truth was fo eafily to be found -, yet I 
think it neceffary to enter into a brief ex- 
amination of the feveral articles of it, and 
to point out diftinftly, what is true, falfe, 
or doubtful in each, with the degree of 
evidence, with which the truth or falfhood 
of the particulars is proved. 

I. Nothing can be more certain than 
that Wykeham's family-name was not 
Perot; tho' Leland himfelf, mifledbythis 
informant, was of that opinion. This au- 
thor does not affirm, that he was a Baftard > 
he only fays, that fome fuppofe it : how- 
ever it does not at all appear, that it ever 
was fuppofed by any one, before this inli- 
nuation of his was publiftied. It is hard- 
ly worth ^while to go about to confute fuch 
a furmife nqt fupported by the lead evi- 
dence ; it defei-ves no other notice than a 
bare deriial of the truth of it : but that it 
is abfolutely falfe, is in the higheft degree 
probable, from the account given of his 
Parents, and of the number of his rela- 
tions both by the Father's and the Mother's 

fide 
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fide from undoubted authorities. I (hall 
only add, that if Wykeham was a Baftard, ' 
he could not have been admitted to any 
Orders without a dilpenfation from his 
Diocefan, nor to Holy Orders without a 
difpenfation from the Pope: the former 
muft have been granted to him by Edyng- 
don Bifliop of Winchefter before he or- 
dained him Accolite, and the latter muft 
have been tendered to the fame in order to 
his being ordained by him Subdeacon ; and 
both would regularly have been entered in 
his Regiftcr: yet no traces of any fuch 
difpenfation in either cafe are to be found 
there. What is added in the Bodleian 
Manufcript, " Perot the parifli Clerk's fon 
" of Wikam," is of the fame kind ; mani- 
feftly falfe in one particular, for his Father's 
name was not f^erot 5 and that either Perot, 
or his Father, was pari(h Clerk of Wick- 
ham, is neither proved by any evidence, 
nor favoured by any tradition. 

2, 3, and 4, In thefe articles the Report 
differs from all the authors that wrote 
neareft to Wykeham*s time: they mention 
not Wodale, or Uvedale, by name; but 

7 See Appendix, N*>XVm. 

* I. Cabaffutii Juris Canonici Theona & Praxis, lib. 
2. cap. 9. fea. 2. 

Y 3 from 
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from thejr account^ and from a tr Jtdition 
that ftill prevails, Uvedale is ftipf)ofed to 
have been Wykeham's patron, and to have 
been the fame perfon with theConftable of 
Winchefter Caftie. The particular of Ed- 
ward the third's meeting with Wykeham 
firft at Winchefter, is deftitute of proof z 
Archbifhop Parker fays, that he was firft 
made known to the King at Wiftdfor j 
which is equally uncertain. T5e moft an- 
tient authoi"s only fay, that he was brought 
to Court, and taken into the Kihg's fervice. 
. 5. Out of the particulars^ herein men- 
tioned two are falfe : he never was Parfon 
of St. Martin's, nor Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham. 

7, 8, and 9. I find no evidence , of his 
ever having been Matter of the Wards, or 
Treafurer of the Revenues of France ; and 
that he never was Treafurer of England, 
very manifeftly appeareth by the Public 
Records. 

10. The contrary to this I think I have 
proved beyond all doubt 1 and that not on- 
ly by probable arguments and confequences, 
drawn from the circumftances of the hiftory 
of thofe times, but by direft evidence from 

Records, 
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Records, fuch as was hardly to be expefted 
in this cafe, 

I r. What the Reporter adds in the next 
article is merely an invention of his own, 
drawn by confequence or conjedure from 
the former ; yet wholly improbable, even 
allowing the truth of the former article. 

12. This, without any circumftances 
added of time or occafion, is very inaccu- 
rate; fo that the contrary might be affirmed 
in the fame manner with equal truth. 

13, and 14. In the two concluding arti- 
cles, the Reporter hath betrayed his ex- 
treme ignorance of every thing relating to 
the fubjeft, upon which . he pretended to 
give information. Any common chronicle 
might have taught him better, and pre- 
vented his running into fuch grofs errors,. 
And yet even in thefe, by paffing under the 
refpcdable name of Leland, he has had 
authority enough to miflead fucceeding 
hiftorians, and has introduced the utmoft 
confufion into this part of Wykeham's 
hiftory. I have evidently and diftindly 
fhewn, that Wykeham^s troubles were juft 
of feven months continuance j that he was 
abfent from Court, being ordered not to 
come within twenty miles of it, refiding 

Y 4 chiefly 
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from thcjr account, and fro^ ^ 
that ftill prevails, Uvedal^ '^ 
have been Wykeham's ]^ 
been the fame perfon %_ % 
WinchefterCaftle. ^ I"! 
ward the third's t: <h%% 
firftat WincheiJ-^ % "J. i 
Archbi/hop Pari ^ ^ a ^ 
madeknowi^lly^l S> 
which is eqi'^. f f 
tient auth^ || ^ 
to Court. ' ^ ' 

5. o>L 
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*iac evidence. 
- in a few words: it 
.lat has been faid, that Dr. 
^ the author of the Report i 
^ and only tranfcribcd it; that he 

ot given it any mark of his approba- 
/A : on the contrary, it is highly pro- 
-fjable, that the notes, added in the title and 
margin, declaring the falfliood and incre- 
dibility of the greateft part of it, are his. 
And yet merely becaufe it was found a- 
mong his CoUeaions, our Hiftorians have 
taken it for Leland's own, and have given 
credit to it, and propagated the belief of it, . 
under the fanction of his authority. Hoi,' 

liojlid 




^ 'V^r^ "^\oned, quoting Lelahd 

•^/^^ ^ ^ '^ave generally been 
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*<^ '^^ >«r '^e fame miftaken 

^q/^/^:::^^^ *^^^ 'v any account 

V "4 ^'^^h^^*^ *^"^ ^nd's time, 

4.^^ " • infeftea 

*<? ^tor to a late 

^/mous, in the Col- 
-Aomplete Hiftory of Eng- 
railed moft of thefe particulars, 
- delign, as it feems, of correfting 
jiUthor, who in his opinion had fpoken 
^Q ^^Vourably of Wykehamj and has 
*A^ed to them the following refleaions : 
^7 « The reward of good aftions is to be 
cOCpe^ed according to the fincerity of 

« the 

* Comp. Hift. of England, Vol. i. page 191- Mr. 

«i«.roe having infmuatcd, that BUhop Kennett was the 

^^S>r of this Note, the Bilhop in a Letter to Mr. 

4£«edemcd, thathe was « the Author, Pubhlher, or 

I: R^rifor of that Volume, or of any Note or L»np 'o 

.« U " See the Preface to Vol. 4"> and 7'" of Lehind • 

T«ioaarypubU<hedbyHeame. « He had no manner 

yffiid in any brinch of the two former qolumos 

: ^^Somp. Bift: of England,^ nor ia the Prrf a« to 
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chiefly in the monafteries of Merton and 
Waverly, juft two months; that he was 
rcftored by Edward the third, and that he 
received his pardon from Richard the fe-' 
cond within fix weeks of his acceffion to the 
throne. 

Such is the Report, the falfhoods con- 
tained in. which, tho* at any time fo eafy to 
be detefted, yet have in fome degree crept 
into moft of our hiftorics : a remarkable 
proof of the extreme negligence of our hi(^ 
torians, and how little their teftijnony is 
to be depended upon, where it is not fup-^ 
ported by clear and authentic evidence. 

To ftate this cafe in a few words: it 
appears from what has been faid, thatDr, 
London was the author of the Report i 
that Leland only tranfcribed it; that he 
has not given it any mark of his approba^ 
tion : on the contrary, it is highly pro- 
bable, that the notes, added in the title and 
margin, declaring the falftiood and incre- 
dibility of the greateft part of it, are his* 
And yet merely becaufe it was found a- 
inong his Colledions, our Hiftorians have 
taken it for Leland's own, and have givea 
credit to it, and propagated the belief of it, 
under the fan^ion of bis authority; Hol- 

linihed 
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Imflied feems to have led the way in this 
miftake : he has given in detail all the par- 
ticulars therein mentioned, quoting Lelahd 
for them. Others, tho' they have not ad- 
opted the whole, yet have generally been 
led into many errors by the fame miftaken 
authority ; and there is hardly any account 
of Wykeham written fince Leland's time^ 
but whjtt has in Ibme degree been infefteci 
with faUhood from the fame quarter, 

A late anonymous Annotator to a late 
Hiftorian) likewife anonymous, in the Col- 
lection called the Complete Hiftory of Eng- 
land, has retailed moft of thefe particulars, 
with a deiign, as it feems, of correcting 
his author, who in his opinion had fpokeij 
too favourably of Wykeham; and has 
added to them the following reflections: 
*^ • The reward of good aCtions is to be 
♦^ expected according to the fincerity of 

" the 



' Comp. Hift. of England, Vol. L page 291. Mr. 
Heame having miinuated, that Bifhop Kennett was the 
Author of this Note, the Bifhop in a Letter to Mr. 
Heame denied, that he was *^ the Author, Publiflier, or 
** Revifor of that Volume, or of any Note or Lin^ in 
•* it." See the Preface to Vol. 4^^* and 7^^ of Leland'g 
Itinerary publifhed by Heame. *^ Ue had no manner 
^* of hand in any branch of the two former [Volumes 
^* of Comp. Sift, of England^;] nor in the Preface to 

♦* them, 
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«« the heart. An oftcntatioA erf ChAtOf^ 
*^ and the merit of Alms in diofe day$ ^e 
•* people on wicked courfes to fhfiw thdr 
** beneficence to the Church and Church-r 
*• men.— No wonder he raifed fuch a 
** mighty eftate in his miniftry, confiddr-* 
*> ing he lived in fo loofe a Government a^ 
"that of King Richard the Second/* I 
ihall leave the reader to judge/ as he fhall 
think proper, of the fpirit with which thefe 
lefledions are made, and of the grounds 
upon which they arc raifed. But with re- 
gard to the lafl' dauie, the readers of this 
Hiftory are to be reminded, that Wyke- 
ham's miniftry was tinder Edward die 
third, in whofe time his eftate was raifed, 
and in whofe time he conceived the whofe 
defigfl of his public charities, and began to 
put it in execution; that he bore no place 
of profit under Richard the fecond, except 
that of Chancellor, fomething more than 

*' them, , whkh wai M^rifted by WK ftnghes ;'' ftfs th^ 
Author of Biihop Kcaaett's Life, p, 33. 

N. B. The author rfthb partof Coitop. Hifl. of Eng-" 
land fayj, that Wykchtm wai oqeof the Ambaiftdb^s feftt 
toGuifnes to treat ofQttemlfabd's reftitatioii in 1401 ; 
aad that he married Henry the fourth tb the Drichefs of 
Britany in St. Swythin's Church Wiathtfter, to Feb. 
1402-^3 : neither of which^ h troc# 

I two 
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two years, which was forced upon him ; 
and that however loofe this King's Govern- 
ment might be, it was not chargeable upon 
Wykeham, who had no connedion with 
his mioifters and favourites 5 but on the 
contrary, was always applied to, and en* 
trufted by the Parliament, as a fitperfon to 
affift in the reforming and correftipg the 
enormities fo much complained of in the 
government. 

Thus far has Wykeham undefervedly 
fufFered in his reputation, through the ma- 
lice and ingratitude, or at leafl: the igno- 
rance and prefumption, of a man, who 
owed every thing tO/ his bounty; a nian, 
who, feems to have boldly undertaken to 
inform others in a matter of importance, 
in which he appears to have ufed no care 
to inform himfelf ; one who was as void of 
all regard to truth, as of refpefl to the me- 
mory of his great benefa6lor. It is not to 
be wondered, if others, who might be fup- 
pofed upon any account to be influenced 
by ilUwill towards his memory, fhould 
have taken occafion from hence to load 
him with infamy, and have endeavoured 
to improve upon this firft eflay of calumny 
and detraction. 

This 
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This has been lately done, with a degree 
of virulence that is almoft without exana- 
ple, by one William Bohun of the Middle 
Temple Efq; : ^ who having- without any 
juft caufe conceived a violent refentment 
againft the Society of New College in Ox- 
ford, fiiil endeavoured, in the impotence of 

his 

' Mr. Bohun had lent a fum of money to one Combes, 
the Leflee of the Manor of Birchanger in Eflex under 
New College, and fued out an Execution againft him, 
intending to fcize on Combes's Term in Birchanger, as 
a Chattel , by Sheriff's Writ, for the fecurity of his debt. 
Combes in the mean time had m^de an Alignment of 
his Leafe to Euftace BudgcU Efq ; : fo that when the 
Writ came to be executed. Combes had no Property in 
Eflex, and the Sheriff was forced to return it with the 
Indorfement oi Nulla Bona, Mr. Bohun profecuted the 
Sheriff for non-execution of his Writ, who flood a 
Trial, the event of which I know not. 

The College had confirmed Combes's Affignment by 
granting a new Leafe to Budgell : when in the year 
1726 Bohun met the College Progrefs in EfFex, and 
firfl expoftulated with Mr. Pryor, then Fellow of the 
College and afting upon that occafion as Deputy Stew- 
ard, on the fuppofedinjuftice of their proceedings; al- 
ledging, that they had no authority to receive a Sur- 
render, or make a Grant of an Eftate, while (to ufe his 
own exprefEons) the King's Hands were upon it. Mr. 
Pryor contented himfelf with anfwering, that the So- 
ciety had not afted in that affair without taking due 
advice, and that they were ready to juftify their con- 
duft, whenever they fhould be called upon by a proper 
authority. 

This was all that paffed in Mr. Pryor*s prefence : but 
Dr. Bigg, Warden of the College, fent for Mr. Bohun 

into 
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his wrath, to revenge himfelf by a vexa- 
tious profecution commenced againft the 
perfon of their worthy Governor : but, not 
fatisfied with this, and thinking he could 
give them a blow, which would afFeft them 
more fenfibly, by wounding the reputation 

into the parlour of the houfe where the College Courid 
were held, and there in the prefence of Mr. Budgell, 
and Mr. Coker, (then Fellow of the College, and by his 
office attending upon the Warden in his Progrefs;, un- 
dertook to reafon the matter with him calmly and dif- 
pajfllibnately in behalf of the Society's proceedings. But 
Ending himfelf unable to make any impreflion on him, 
and high words ariiing between Bohun and Budgell, 
the Warden thought proper to withdraw. Soon after 
Pudgell having gradually fhoved Bohun ofF the end of 
the bench on which they both fat, Bohun ftruck him^ 
and the Gentlemen exercifed their Canes on each other 
pretty fmartly; the confequence of which was viftory 
to Budgell, and a fevere beating to Bohun. 

Bohun on his recovery, not only brought an A£Hon 
againft Budgell for an Affault, but likewife fwore the 
Peace againft the Warden ; alledging, that he was a 
Confederate with Budgell, and aiding and abetting to 
him; fince the Warden had invited Bohun into the 
houfe, and ought to have protefted him during his ftay 
ia it. The Warden was obliged to attend in perfon at 
Weftminfter-Hall, and to give Bail for his farther ap- 
pearance; but Bohun proceeding no farther againft 
him, the matter, fo far as concerned the Warden and 
the College, dropped there. 

This account has been communicated to me by two 
Gentlemen of great honour and integrity, both therein 
mentioned as prefent on the occafion ; John Coker of 
Bicefter in the County of Oxford Efq; and Thomas 
Pryor Efq; Steward of New College Oxford. 

of 
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of their Founder, fct himfelf to collect: 
every thing he could meet with that was 
capable of being reprefented to his difcre- 
dit, and to improve it with new and hor- 
rible calumnies of his own invention. Be^ 
ing a frequent Publifher, it feems, in the 
way of his own Profeflion, Re took care to 
introduce into the next performance, which 
he prefented to the world, his fcurrilous 
Libel on the Illuftrious Dead : and it muft 
be owned, he has introduced it with Angu- 
lar propriety ; for it comes in by way of 
illuftration on the fubjedt of Scandalum 
Magnatum. The Book itfelf is intitled The 
Engliih Lawyer'. As it is not of fuffi- 
cient note to be eafily met with by any one 
who fliall think it worth his while, upon 
this occafion, to enquire after it; and as I 
would deal fairly by the reader, and lay 
before him the whole charge that this au- 
thor has brought againft Wykeham, that 
he may be the better able to judge of the 
truth of it ; I muft here trouble him with a 
Jarge extract from it of every thing which 
it contains to that purpofej which is as 
follows*. 

* London, 8vo. t732* 

* Pag, 200— —203. 

«' Put 
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« But the truth of the cafe m the occafioa 
" as to the motives oroccafeMi *' of theSut, 2. 
« of making the Stat. 2. R. 2, " ^* ^''^ 

" was thus, In the declining years 

'' of King Edward 3. /ST, Wickham Biihop 
" pf Winckjkr^ in whom that King in-r 
" tirely cpnfided, h^d found- means to in- 
" troduce his Niece or Sifter (the famed 
^' .^JUe, Pierce) to the King's Favour and 
"Bed; and by her means had got into 
" the chief man^igement of the Councils 
*' .and Revenues of the Kingdom, fo far as 
<* to exclude even the King's Sons the Black 
" Prince^ and Jahn of Gamf, " The quarrel 
" from intermeddling in pub- ][ Jj^f^u^ ^: 

1- rr • ml • JO Wickham an4 

« lie affau's. This conduct •* john of 
ic of Wickbam raifed high re- " Gaunt.'* 
« fcntmcnts in the Prince and Gaunt againft 
<* Wickham and his party (who were the 
« body of the Prelates and EccUfiafiics,) 
"and poffibly might occafion their favour- 
*' ing oi Wickliefy &c. who then firft ap- 
'^ peared in oppofitLpn tQ the Ecclefiafiic 
" Hierarchy, They both purfued the 
" ijoatter with fo much earneftnbfs as to 
^* obtain a^ order for the removal of 
^^Wickham and AUce from the perfon of 
y the Kii\g, But before this could be fully 

" efFefted 
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«* efie^ted the Prince died, fufpefted o£ 
" being poifoned by a zealot againft hereiy 
** (or one of Alice'9 agents). However the 
** conteft went on between Gaunt and Wick-' 
« See the firft <« ham^ and Gaunt charges 
"cT^a^ft " ^*<^f^bam with embezzling 
«* Wickham." " above 1, 100,000 pounds o£ 
** the public money, a prodigious fiim, 
«* above ten millions of our money; and if 
« true (as there is good ground to believe 
*< for a great part) might w^ell enable him 
<^ to found and endow his colleges out of 
« the plunder of the public." 

" But this charge by Gaunt againft 
« The rage and " Wickbam^ and his favour- 
- Ksl*" " ^"g Wicklief, &c. fofpirited 
« gaiaft * " the rage of the Prelates and 
« GauDt." cc Clergy againft Gaunt ^ that 
" their utmoft malice was employed, and 
" even the pulpit itfelf proftituted to fcan- 
^' dalize and defame him. Infidel and He^ 
" retic were their fofter terms : ^raytor and 
*« Rebel were more common : he was ge- 
*' nerally reprefented by them as one that 
" affcfted the kingdom, of which to render 
«* him utterly incapable, they faid he was a 
« Suppofititious Child, a Bafiard, &c. of 
♦* which report Wickbam was doubtlefs the 

" Promoter^ 
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^^ Promoter y if not the jiutbor. For it was 
** induftrioufly rq)orted among the P«- 
« iaies and Clergy, that Queen Ifabel had 
« on her death-bed confeflcd to Wichham 
^* that Gaunt was the fon of a Flemijh wb- 
^< man, and not the fon of her or the King. 
" But this report was not openly fpread 
« till after the death of King Edward the 
« Third." 

" But notwithftanding the malice of 
<* Wickham and the Clergy prevailed fome* 
«* what on thtCommans^ yet Gaunt found fo 
«* much favour and intereft among the 
<' temporal nobility, as upon Edward the 
«* Third's death to be conftituted Proteftor 
«* of the young King Richard II. and the 
" kingdom." 

" Hereupon a new profe- a B„t bdng re- 
*^ cution was commenced a* " condlcd, Uie 
^^ gaiuAfrtckbamforForgery, "Sututcpaflcd.'' 
" Bribery^ Corruption^ &c. and new fcandals 
"were raifed againft Gaunt; but in the 
" end, by folicitation of the Prelates on 
" one fide, and the Temporal Peers on the 
" other, an accommodation pafled between 
'< them ; and up<Hi Gaunfs dropping the 
*^ j^tokcniiGn Wicibanf^tV^ his oath in 
Z •' fuU 
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*^ fall Parliament that he was neither tke 
*< Author^ nor would be the J?^»/«r of dioie 
"^fcandals; and utterly difavowed the 
** mention of his lUcgitimaGy by Queen 
'« IJaiel : and urged that the authors of 
*' thiat report had fbandalized him more 
^^ than they had th^ DuAe-, and earnefUj 
^ piefled, that the authors and fpreadjCis of 
** thofe reports might be punifhed, &'c. as 
*• a fcandal thrown on a Right Reverend 
*^ Prelate, as well as on a moft noble Duke.^ 
*< And hereupon wa» enacted the Sta- 
'* tute 2. R. 2. 

'^ Wickham al- «« As to the Statute i2. R. a. 
-S''rf "' '' I «n at prefent fey little 
•« a 2/' * . s« more thai^tliat I f^n^Wick'- 
" ham was this year again made Chancellor ; 
" and pfltBWy rcmembring the old quarrel, 
'* was" wilK^g to footh and mollify the 
<* 0uke*s difpofition towards him. Aud as 
*« on dccafiott he was a moft artful flatterer^ 
*^t (o fcnowing the utmoft of the Duke's de- 
^ fires was to have the honour of his birth 
^« guarded againft fuch a horrid (or horri- 
♦< ble fcandal^ as the A&, calls it) and 
*^ knowing that high dignity without the 
*^ Duke'0 ^vour* would but rip up old 
*iwbahds, he therefere anticipates the 
6 " Duke's 
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*' Duke's wifhes, and procures the Aft of 
«* 12 R. 2. almoft in the fame terms a^ the 
** former, With z further puni/hment (befides 
" imprifonment) by the advice of the (King's 
** or Kingdom's) Council/* 

^^ I have but briefly hinted at fome few 
« things in Wi((khams ftory, which, ^were 
" the whole enlarged as it might, would 
** prove that Prelate to have a genius far 
" fuperior to any modern Bijhop^ Chancel^ 
" lor, or Lord Treafurer\ who had the art 
'« and addrefs during eight or ten years of 
" a profound peace, not only to fcreen the 
" whole revenues of the kingdom through 
*^his own fingers; or, as the articles fay, 
" had the whole difpofal of the King's mo- 
<^ ney both here and beyond fea, with all 
*' the fubfidies and aids both great and 
<* fmall ; but alfo the price paid for the re- 
<* demption of the two Kings of Franct 
*/ and Scotland with the money given by 
'^ the inhabitants of Burgundy to redeem 
** their country from military execution; 
** as alfo loOjOOQ franks from the Duke of 
** Millain^ with prefents and gifts from 
** other princes; fo that from 26 Nov. 35 
" Ed. 3. to 43 of that reign, the money 
**. Computed to be heaped up by him, a- 
Z 2 • '• mounted 
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'* mounted to 1,109,600/. which vaft fum 
^' this Prelate is charged to have received, 
" and yet tho' in time of peace, both the 
<* King and Kingdom by his artful ma^ 
«* nagement was run in debt ; of which he 
*« acquitted himfelf, by rendring himself 
^< unaccountable ; and at length (when 
<< Chancellor) acquitted himfelf by pafllng 
" his own pardon, &c*\ 

Thus far our author in his Englifh 
Lawyer : but being fenfible that his malice 
was like to prove very innocent, and would 
be in a great meafure loft, while it lay hid 
in his own obfcure volume ; he took the 
firft opportunity that offered itfelf, tho' it 
was many years firft, of publiftiing his li- 
bel more effeftually, by tacking it on to a 
work of fome credit, and that would be 
more generally read. The vehicle, that he 
made ufe of for this purpofe, was Nathaniel 
Bacon's Hiftorical and Political Difcourfc 
of the Laws and Government of England. 
A new edition of this book was publifhed 
in the year 1739. The Bookfellers, who 
were engaged in it, employed Mr. Bohun 
to corrcft the prefs. What elfe he under- 
took, I know not ; but this is the whole 
that he has performed to give him a claim 
2 to 
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to the title of Editor, except that he hai 
added a very few notes, fcattered here aod 
there in the margin, containing hardly any 
thing befide the foregoing calumnies agaioft 
Wykeham, drawn into a narrower com- 
pa&, and introduced as occaiion beft ferved. 
The notes relating to Wykeham, (and they 
are by much the greateft part of the whole,) 
are as follows. 

Bacon's Difcourfe, page 4. (fpeaking of 
Ed. 3.)--"" to di^ ^ ^^ minority under 
" the rule of a woman of none of the bell 
" fame."] Marginal note, ** /• e. Alice Piers 
" W. Wickham's niece, or d^c. and by him 
« laid in the King's bofom.*' 

Ibid. p. 5. " the Duke of Laopafter 

** engaged with the Wicdififts.^'] Note, 
<< This induced the Ecclefiaflics (efpecially 
•< Wickham, &c.) to publifh moft mali* 
<* cious fcandals againft Gaunt, which oc* 
«^ caiioned thb feveral ftatutes De Scandalis 
" Magnatum, 5. & 10. R. 2.'* 

Ibid. p. 27* *' Stat. 2. cap. 5. Rich. 2. 
** to apprehend heretics."] Note, '« This 
*' pretended ftatute feems to have been 
<• formed by the artifice of Bifhop Wickr 
^^< ham (then Chancellor) and by him ihuf* 
^^ fled in amongift tlie rolls of Parliament. 
Z 3 "Sec 
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^f See ^ Qomplaifit of the CcHtiraons i^ 
« /rar 

Ibid. p. 66.—" a law that all fuch as 
** publiflied fuch falfe newSy to fow ftrife 
*/ between great mai^"— with reference to 
'</ Z R, 2. e. 6. & 12 R. 2. c. II.] Note, 
" Thjeie ftatutcs were «ade on occafion of 
^ a q»a.rr§l between William Wickhafti 
" Bifhop of Winchefter and John of Qaunt, 
V who had been fcandaloufly;tefleft€d on 
<^ by Wickham artd his Clergy, eiren irt 
^* their pulpits. See Wickbam's Life,** 

Tho', aftCT what I have already written 
^dfn this fubje^> th^ bare reporting of fo 
groundlefs, fo malicious, and fo abfurd a 
^oDe^tioitof (lander, woold beafufiicient 
couftttatron of it ; yet I ftiaU take the troiN 
ble of reviewing it, and examining the fe-^ 
veral ptfrti^lgrs. which it'cofltainGS, in order 
te fetrfe^ truth in. the cleareft and fulleft 
light that my materials will enable jaae 
to do. ... 

,r^ T4>.tqnfidpr in the firft place the .cbargc 
of Wykeh^m's conne6tion with ^ice Per- 
pers. .;%is Lady was Maid of Honour ' to 
^ : / Eiwaiti 

* ThisT cktrumftance alone renders the acccttnl^ 
vhlch the auAor of MS. Harlcian. N^ 6217,* chap. 8, 

gives 
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Ed^w^d . the Third's Queen- Philippa : 
whoever the perfpn was that recommended 
her to the Queen's fervice, be might perhaps 
a^ very rightly and commendably in fo 
doing, and could hpt be anfwcrable for the 
confequences. In this ftation (he could not 
efcape the King's notice, nor would (he 
(land in need of any other recommenda- 
tion to his favour, befide that of her o\vii 
beauty and •accompli(hments. Mr, Bohun 
fays, (he was introduced to the King in his 
helming years ; Bacon calls it :his minority, 
meaning^ I fuppofe, his dotage: in this they 

gives of AUce Perrers's low birth, very improbably. 
However, as it is an anecdote,' I ihall prefent' it; to the 
Reader ; *^ There waf^ at thi fiyme tyme ta Englande 
*^ a ihamleile woman and wantoti harlou called Ales 
*^ Peres, of bafe kynred, for ftie was a wever's dough t^r 
^^ of the towne of Hunneye, [/ « the margin, Hunneyicy 
** byfydsExccftur as feme fapofe.] buthrip^d .by for- 
*' tune, beyng nether bewtifull nor fayre, /he knew how 
« to cover theTe defe'fts with her flatterynge tounge ; 
*' whom fprtane had fo .aatalted, (of a poore fervant 
" andharlott of a;certen foole that ufed with his bands 
*' to carye water froni the counduet to mens .howfes 
^* for noceitatye irfes) that flie hatd pronjoted her to the 
** familijarytye of the kyngenrore then was coftveayent, 
" and, the Queue yet lyvynge, fholde prefer her in the 
" kynge's love befote the faied Queue. This woman 
;** after ihe was in the kynge's frendOiipp had fo be- 
" witched hym, tjjat he permytted the warres and 
" greateft matters of the realme to be defyned by her 
** cotmcdl/' 

Z 4 are 
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are both miftaken, as indeed are all oar 
late Hiftorians. The truth of the matter 
is, that Alice Pe^rers had gained the King's 
good graces above ten years at leaft before 
he died. How mpch earlier the date of his 
afFeftion for her ought to be placed, I can- 
not fay; but from the beginning of the 
forty firft year of his reign, when he was 
not a very old man, and far from a 
dotard, even our Records themfelves carry 
evident proofs of it. Her intereft in the 
King was by this time throughly eftablifh- 
cd 5 for from henceforward to the end of 
his reign there hardly pafled any year, in 
which fhe did not obtain very confiderable 
grants from the crown. Mr. Bohun is 
pleafed to fay, that fhe was " introduced to 
" the King's favour and bed,'' and after- 
wards improving upon his exprefRon, that 
flie was " laid in the King's bofom, by 
" Wykeham." A Imre afiertion of his, of 
fuch a nature, for which he produces no 
voucher, and for which he could not pof- 
iibly have any to produce, would be pro- 
perly anfwered, and fufficiently refuted by 
a bare denial. But we need not reft the 
matter upon this ifliie: we may ap- 
peal to hiftory for the detcrminatioaof it. 

We 
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We have the concurrent teftimony of hi^ 
torians to prove, that Wykeharn was ba- 
niflied from Court, and ftripped of his 
temporalties, by the united influence of 
Alice Ferrers and the Duke of I^ancafter : 
they give not the leaft intimation of his 
having gotten into the chief management 
of the councils and revenues of the king- 
dom by the means of Alice Ferrers j on the 
contrary, they give a very difl^erent account 
of his rife, and afcribe it to other caufes, 
and thofe wholly of another kind. I have 
already proved from unqueftionable autho- 
rities, that Alice Ferrers was at one time 
Wykeham*s avowed and bitter enemy : 
hiftory affords not the leaft colour of proof, 
that there ever fubfifted between them any 
particular connexion of friendfhip. 

But fays Mr. Bohun, " Alice Ferrers 
" was Wykeham's niece, or lifter/* and 
afterwards, that he might aUow full fcope 
to the invention of any other forger of ca- 
lumny that might fucceed him, *' bis niece, 
" or^ &c:" He is doubtful of the relation, 
thinks it beft to abide by that of niece, as 
moft probable, but is rather willing to have 
it thought fome other, in the prefent cafe, 
or in its general nature, more infamous. 

This 
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This particular of Alice Ferrers hcmg 
Wykeham*s near relation, is a circumftanoe 
which he has laid hold of arid improvied 
iFrom a mere formife of Archbifhop Parker, 
which tlie Archbifhop indeed exprefles with 
much doubt and hefitation. " * Among 
" which Legacies" (fays he, fpeaking erf 
Wykeham's Will) " one hundred pounds 
" are bequeathed to Alice Perot his kint- 
/* woman : whether this pcrfon was the fame 
". with her whom the hiftoriaris call Alice 
!" P^res, bywhom^aswebavefaid, he was 
** reconciled to the King, is uncertain." 
The Archbifhop in fome other inflances 
has not treated Wykeham with that can^ 
<dor, which belonged to his own charadlcr, 
,and was due to Wykcham's. What he 
fays of the extreme lownefs and fervile con- 
dition of his birth, of his total deficiency 
in learning, of his recovering his tempo^ 
rallies by bribing Alice Perrer», (which, by 
the way, one would think^ was a method 

* ** Inter quae leg^ta I oo/.AUciaePerotconfanguineaB 
** fuafc toncednntUr : qrrsean eademfuisritqilamAJiciam 
**, Pcrrcs hiftoriographi nancupant^ cujus, ut diximiis, 
*' gratiaRegirecondliatusfuerit, incertum ell." Antiq. 
pritan. ad an. 1376, 

6 he 
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be i^eeded not to have had recourie to, ha4 
flate been htrn^ar relation} ^ of this kmd ; 
fotmded on no Efficient proof, and indeed 
for the mofl: part deftitute of probability j 
as I have already ihewn- ^^ ^ He was always 
" a frugal nxan," (adds he) " gnd by his 
*' very parfiipony acquired great wealth." 
This, though it jmay he interpreted in ^ 
JRvourable ienfe and as a commemlation, 
yet furely belongs not to the portiait whic^ 
he is drawings it bears no refemblance tp 
the. open-hearted .and g-e^fierous Wykeham^ 
whofe life w^s one cpntimied cc^rie .of lii- 
berality and munificence. . Asto the Archv 
biftiop's conjedure , above mentioned; it is 
ib deflitote of aU proper foundation;^ that it 
yifould hardly be worth confidering, were it 
not that his authority may poflibly give fomc 
weight to it. It appears to be wholly built 
on the £imi|itude of names -, and that toa 
very flight and imperfed:. The chriftian 
name is indeed the lame: but it muft be 
obferved, tb^t Alice was a name very much 
in vogue in that age, and perhaps the rooft 
<:ommon female name of any whatever, I 



9 « Vlr femper fragi fok^atque ipfa par&moDia qu3- 
'* ftm» fecit maximum.'* Ibid. 
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remember to have obfervcdin Wykcham's * 
regifter a lift of nuns, near half of whom 
(five out of thirteen) were Alices, No- 
thing therefore can be concluded from 
hence. As for the fumamesi Ferrers is 
cxpreffed in the records with much varia- 
tion ; it is alfo written Perers, Pcrreres, and 
de Pcreris : but the name of Wykeham's 
niece, which like wife occurs in many records 
of unqueftionable authority, is, in all that I 
have feen, invariably Perot; very different in 
orthography from the former, which way 
foever written, and not at all like it in 
found. So that the true ftate of the cafe is 
this ; the names at firft fight arc very little 
alike; and when you come to examine them^ 
they plainly appear to be quite difierent. 
Here is no room for an argument, or even 
for a conjefture : I might juft as well fup- 
pofe, or go about to prove by the fame 
medium of fimilitude of names, that the 
Bifhop's coufin John Wykeham and the 
famous John WykliflF were one and the 
fame perfon. 

This is enougfi to fatisfy any one that is 
not poflefled with the fame fpirit with Mr. 
Bohun. However, it will be eafy to d«- 
3 Part3. b.foL 182. 

monftrate 
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monftrate by matter of fat5t and the hiftory 
of each of them^ that Alice Ferrers and 
Alice Perot were two different perfons. 
Pcrrers was the family name of the former 
Alice : (he ^ continued unmanned till after 
the firft Parliament of Richard the Second^ 
when (he became the wife of Sir William 
de Wyndefore, who had been Lieutenant 
of Ireland in the end of Edward the Third's 
time, and in whofe behalf (he had influ- 
enced the King to reverfc an order of 
Council, which was one of the articles of 
the charge brought againf!: her in Parlia- 
ment. Sir William de Wyndefore died * 

in 



^ Mr. Carte, wbo, after the example of Barnes, tta* 
dertakes the drfence of this Lady's hoiioiir, is miflakn 
ia affiraung, that (he was aftnally married to Sir Wil- 
liam Wjudkore in Edward the Third's time ; which is 
hb principal argument in her fairbur. That (he was 
not married to him till after the firft Parliament of 
Rkhard the Second is plain from hence, that hitherto 
ihe is called in the Parliament Rolls Alice Perrers ; af- 
terwards, Alice the wife of Sir William de WyndeforCp 
hte called AUce Perrers: Rot. Pari. 2 R. 2. and 8 R. 2. 
Asalfoin the foUowmg Record: ^* Bona AUcis uxo- 
«* risdilefti noftriWilhchnide Wyndefore Chivaler no- 
** bis foris fa£la rirtnte judidi contra pnedift. Aliciam 
'« per nomen AUcisE Perrers in Pari. an« reg. i."— 
Ms. Rymer. R. 2. vol. 2. N^ 139. 

J The probate of the wll of Sir William Wynde- 
fore is dated S^. 19, 1384. IGs ^vfU is^miocupative » 

bs 
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in the year 1384, leaving no iffue by her t 
fhe lived, and continued a widow, till the 
latter end of Kichard the Second's time; ^ 
after which we hear no more of her. The 
^ family name of the other Alice, the 
daughter of Agnes, Wykeham's fifter, was 
Chawmpeneys: fhe was married to Wil- 
liam Perot fome years before the death of 
Edv/ard the Third y for John the youngeft 
of her three fons was admitted l^ellow of 
New College Oxford in the year 13953 and 
fo was born probably about' the end of 
tJdward the Third's, or the beginning of 
Richard the Second's reign: andhereldeft 
Ton William was married in the year 1396, 
with the Bifhop's approbation, and was at 
kaft of fiill age, piiababiy fome y?^^ abQY^^ 
She arid her hufband William Perot were 
both jilivc, and speared in the Court pf 
Kihg*s Bench, in the eleventh year of Henry 
the Fourth. All which particulars ofun^- 
doubted matter of faGt being laid tQg«th« 

be does not fo much as rpeotion his wife iq it, wfa6fe 
cftates, I fuppofe, had b^ea fecured to herbcifbrc; and 
only makes fome hequefb to hi§ brother's fons ; from 
whence I conclude he had no iffiie. ^Reglft. Wykchiigii 
part 3. b.^fpl. 6;*. 

See dotton's Abridgment, 21 R: 2. 
: J Scc-Appcndii,''N^I,I!I;«V/afXl?Hb - '- 

and 
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and compared, it appears to be utterly im-' 
poffible, that the (aid- two Alices, even 
though thek ftirriataefe Were really the fame/ 
could be one and the fame perfon. - 

So much for Archbilhop Parker's con- 
jefture, of which Mr. Bohun has made fuch* 
good ufe. In the remaining part of the 
fame paragraph, he has confounded all" 
hiftory ; he has united the Prince of Wales 
and Duke of Lancafter in oppolition to 
Wykeham and Alice Perrcrs ; whereas it 
was the Prince of Wales and Wykeham 
againft the Duke of Lancafter and Alice 
Ferrers: he makes the Prince of Wales 
one of Wiekliff's favourers, though he 
died almoft a year before WicklifF's 
afeir came in queftion : he fays, that 
Wykeham and Alice Ferrers were removed 
from Court together, whereas it is certain 
that Wykeham was removed in confequence 
of Alice Ferrers being reinftated in her 
power there. ^^ But before, the removal 
« ojF Wykeham arid Alice could be eiFeft-- 
** ed,** (it was not before the a£lual remo- 
val of Alice y it was before the removal of 
Wykeham -was attempted or thought of) 
" the Prince of Wales died, fufpeded of 
** being poiibned by a ze&lot againft here- 
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•• fy, or one of Alice's agents/' Though 
Wykeham never diflinguiihed himfelf as a 
zealot againft herefy, nor was ever before 
fufpefted of being one of Alice's agents^ yet 
every one fees that this impudent infinua- 
tion is aimed at him. But the abfurdity of 
this writer is equal even to his malice, and 
very happily counterworks the effefts of 
it. Befides that there never was any fuC- 
picion of the Prince of Wales's being poi- 
foned, it is notorious, that he was feized 
with the difeafe, which irrecoverably de- 
ilroyed his conllitution, in his expedition 
into Spain, ten years before his death; 
that he did not return to England till three 
or four years after that expedition^ when 
he was quite difabled from attending to 
his affairs in Acquitaine, and his cafe was 
in a manner defperate : that in England, 
except that in the year after his return he 
feemed to be for a little while fomewhat bet- 
ter, his diftemper gradually increafed, and, 
though later than was expected, brought 
him at length to his grave. Would this 
libeller fuppofe, that one of Alice's agents 
poifoned the Prince fo long before in Spain? 
or at laft, and at home, when he was other- 
wife vifibly dying ? Why fhould we fup- 

. pofe 
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ppfp it done by a zealot againft herefy, when 
tjie Prince was never in the leaft fufpefted 
of favouring heretics ? But the reader muft 
\fy this time think, that I prefume too much 
on his patience, in imagining, that he will 
accompany me in an examination in detail 
of fuch an incoherent collection of fahhood 
and flander^ For what remains therefore, 
relatipg to the accufation brought againft 
Wyk?ham by the Duke of Lancafter at the 
^nd of Edward the Third's reign, and the 
report of the Queen's confeflion to him 
upon her death- bed, I ihall refer him to 
what I have already f^id iipon thofe heads j 
and (hall only add in brief, that Mr. Bo- 
hun ' not writing from hiftory, where he 
knew th^t what he wanted could not be 
found, but frop> his own head, miftakes 
Queen Ifabel Edward the Third's mother 
^r Queen PJiilippa i)i§ wife : that what he 
fays of the Prelates and the Clergy, or 
Wykeh^m and his Clergy, proftituting their 
pulpits to defame the Duke pf Lancafter, is 
purely an invention of his own : and that 
the nfixt three paragraphs are of the fame 
kind, utterly deftitute of all manner of 
foundation, and contain not fo much as 
{)ne vyord of truth. * The Duke of Lancaf- 
A a '' tcp 
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tcr was never conftituted Protef^or of tho 
King and kingdom i no new profecutio|\ 
was ever commenced againft Wykeham j 
Jio one drcumftance pf all that he relates 
in confequence of it ever exifted ; Wyke- 
ham was not Chancellor in the Parliament 
of the twelfth year of Richard the Second, 
nor in the firft year of the fame reign, 
when his pardon was pafled j nor had ei- 
ther of the Afts of Parliament, which he 
has madi^ the chief grc^und-work of hig 
(landers upon Wykeham, any ^he lead re- 
lation to him or his affairs. 

Thus much piay fully fufjice for the 
Englifti Lawyer; but we have not yet 
quite done with the Annotator on Bacon. 
Not content with having in his firft per- 
formance acciifed Wykeham of being pan- 
dar to the King ; pf proftituting hia own 
niece, or fifter, or &Ci of poifoning the 
Prince of Wales 5 all monftrous calum- 
nies of his own diabolical invention, which 
one would have thought muft have been 
by this time exhaufted; he has now ano- 
ther charge to bring againft him, and that 
of no lefs a crime than forging an Aft of 
parliament. « This pretended Statute^ 

(Stat. 



WILLIAM 01^ VirtKtliAU. is$ 

{Stat 2. chap. 5. 5 R. 2« againft heretics) 
^' feems to have been formed by the arti^ 
<* fice of Biftiop Wykehana, then Chancel-- 
<^ lor» and by him (huffled in amongft the 
^^ Rotls of Parliament." He makes no 
fcruple of grounding an accnfation of the 
moft flagitious crime apon the flighted 
fumnifc^ You fee, the whole force of the 
proof arifes from that one circumftance of 
Wykeham's being then Chancelbr. Biit 
itould any one imagine^ that the man could 
foSStly hftve the impudence to fay this^ 
^idien he mcfftknow, that his reader wouki 
&Ki by the ftrft chtxmicle he turned to^- 
that Wykeham was not Chancellor withia 
Icven yeaifs of this time? I (hall not enter 
ioto a difcufiBon of thisaffair^ iince it tio^ 
wife coftc^ns Wykebam. Our author 
lboiiX)Wied ^t acculktion of Lord Coke 9 h^ 
has only by a fmall dight of hand transfer^ 
ted it from one perfon to another. Lor^l 
Coke ^ charges the inroUing of this Statute^ 
as a fraud, on Braiybroke Bifhop of Lon- 
i5on, whom he fuppofes to have been at 
that time Chaocelloi' : but a late ' worth/ 

^ 3; Imft.cKap. 5. 

^ StcfiHhppGibfon's Codex, p. 399, 

A a 2 fucceflbr 
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fucceflbr of his in that fee has very well dd- 
fended hiiti againft this imputation, upon 
the fuppofition, that he was indeed then 
Chancellor ; whereas ' in truth Braybroke 
was not then Chancellor, bat Richard Le 
Scrope a Layman. 

I have now fairly laid before ,the reader 
every thing that I can. find; whith has been 
at any time alledged to the difcredit of 
Wykehato 2 much pf it of that fort, which 
nothing bi?t the .o|>fcurity,; in which aH 
private and perfonal hiftory of thofe times 
lies involved, and the confidence^ that any 
charge of this kind boldly affirmed would 
not eafily admit of a dire£l confutation, 
could have encouraged the moft determined 
malice to utter. But notwithftanding 
thefe difadvantages, 1 hope I have fet every 
thing material in fo clear a light, as to 
leave no room for doubt in any unprejudi- 
ced mind : it would have been enough, to 
have (hewn, that thefe allegations are aH 

' The Parliament of j R. 2. finifliied its feffion oq 
Feb. 25, 1 38 1-2. Wake, State of the Church, pag. 
31 3. The writ to the Sheriff for proclamation of thfe 
A As of that Parliament, and of this Statute among the 
reft, is dated May 26 following. Stat, at large. . Bray- 
broke did not receive the Great Seal till September 20^ 
afterwards. Rymer's Foedera, Vol. 7. p. 302. 

deftitirtej 
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dcftitute of proof ; I think I have demon- 
ftrated their falfityi I fhall only add, that; 
from the experience, which I have had iii 
Iny inquiries into this fubjeft, I am fully 
perfuaded, that the reputation and charac- 
ter of Wykeham will always gain by being 
accurately examined, and fully laid open j 
that, whatever new difcoveries may be made 
in the general hiftory of his time, or what- 
ever unexpe6led lights may Be thrown upoii 
his particular affairs, they will all tend to 
advance his honour; and that faothing but 
evidence and truth is required to fct forth 
his life and a£tions to the grcatcft advanti 
tage; 
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N° I. 

E Veteri Rcgiftro Coll. Wlnton. 

ALICIA, quse fuit foror Johannis Longe patris 
Domioi Wilhelmi Wykeham Epifcopi Wyn- 
ton & fundatoris iAius Collegii, defponlata 
fuit Johanni Archemore, ex quibus proceflerunt trede- 
dm filiae, quarum una vocabatur Emma, mater Johan- 
Dae Warner & Wilhelmi Carpenter, 

Altera vocabatur Margeria, mater Edithas Rynge* 
borne & Ifabellse Mavyle & Johannis Rokle. 

Altera vocabatur Alicia, mater Robert! Mavyle de 
Strata Hyde Wynt. 

Altera vocabatur Matilda, ex qua proceffit Agnes ad- 
huc vivens in Weft-Stratton, ex qua procefBt Johanna 
defponfata Johanni Bolne in Com. Suflex. 

Altera vocabatur Johanna, mater Zelotse qua^ mora- 
batur apud Weftmeone. 

4gnes Chawmpeneys, foror Domini Wilhelmi Wyke- 
ham fuudatori^ noftri, fuit mater Aliciae Perott, quas 
Alicia fuit mater Thomae Wykeham Militis. 

Item fecundum quofdam Wilhtlmus Stratton pro- 
creavit de Amicia Stratton, filia Domini dc Stratton 
juxta Selborne, quatuor filios, Ricardum, Stephanum, 
Robertum, & Johannem, qui obierunt fine liberis ; ac 
etiam tres filias, fell. Aliciam, Julianam, 8c Alienoram. 

Aliciam duxit Wilhelmus Bowade in uxorem, de qua 
habuit Rliam nomine Sibillam, quam Johannes Longe 
duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit filium nomine Wil- 
helmum Epifcopum Wint. & filiam nomine Agnetem, 
quas Agnes habuit filiam nomine Aliciam, quam Wilhel- 
mus Perott duxit in uxorem, ex qua procreavit tres fi- 
lios, Wilhelmum, Johannem, & Thomam, mortuos 
nunc ; -qui Thomas vocabatur Wykeham Miles, & duxit 

a io 
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in Qxorem filiam Wilhelmi Wylkcqrs Armig. de qua 
procreavit filios & filias, 

Julianam Amitam matris Fuxidatoris duxit Ricardus 
Botcrtc in uxorcm, de qua habtiit filiam nomine Em- 
mam, quam Ricardus Benet duxit in uxorem, de qua 
habuit filium nomine Ricardnm. 

Alienoram Amitam matris Fundatoris duxit in uxo- . 
rem Ricardus Kerfwell de Stokebrigg, de qua procrea- 
vit filiam n6minc Elizabctham, quam Rog. Goryng de 
Sarum duxit in uxorem, de qua habuit filiam nomine 
Johannam. 

Irem fecundum alios Johannes Longe pater Fundato- 
ris habuit fratrem nomine Henricum Aas, qui Henricus 
Aas habuit tres filios, Wilhclmum, Ricardum, &Radul* 
phum : Radelphus ifte habuit filium nomine Wilhcl- 
mum, & tres filias, s. Feliciam olim AbbatiflTam de 
Romefcye. 

NMI. 

Ex Origlnali in Archivis Coll. Wint, 

HMC indentura fafta inter Reverendum in Chrifto 
Patrem & Dominum Dominum Wilhelmum de 
Wikebamfpermiffione divina Epifcopum Wynton. ex par- 
te una, & Nicbolaum de Wikeham, Archidiaconum 
WHtes, Johannem de Wikeham Perfonam Ecclefiae de 
Crund^le, Johannem de Campeden, & Wilhelmum 
(tyngeborn^ ex parte altera, teuatur quod difti Nicho- 
laus & Johannes de Wikeham, Johannes de Campeden, 
& Wiih^lmus Ryngeborne, per prsefentesconcefferunt & 
dimiferunt difto .Domino Epifcopo maneria fua de 
Burnham & Breoq in Com. Somerf. cupi. omnibus fuis 
pertinent, habendum & tenendum difta maneria eidem 
Domino Epifcopo ad totam vitamfuam: ita quod poft 
mortem diSi domini Epifcopi, praedifta^ maneria de 
Burnham & Brene cum fuis pertinent, integra remane- 
ant Wilhelmo Wikeham confanguineo diftl Domini E- 
plfcopi & Aliciae Uvedale, & haeredibus mafculis de cor-i 
pore ipiius Wilhelmi coofajQguiaei legitime procreatis : 

' Ita 
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tta (JUod fi contingat difliim Wilhelmum Wikeham 
confanguineum difti Domini Epifcopi fine haerede maf- " 
culo de corpore fuo legitime procreato obire, qUod ex 
tunc poft mortem diftae Aliciae difta maneria cum omni- 
bus fuis pertinent, integra remaneant Thomae Wikeham 
fratri ejufdem Wilhelmi confanguinei &'haeredibus maf- 
culis ipfius Thomae de corpore fuo legitime procreatis : 
Et fi contingat quod idem Thomas frater Wilhelmi ob- 
ierit fine haerede mafculo de corpore fuo legitime pro- 
crea^, tunc poft deceflum ipfius Thomae praedifta ma- 
neria cum pertinept. integre remaneant Johanni de 
Wikeham fratri ejufdem Thomae fratris Wilhelmi, & 
haeredibus mafculis de corppre fuo procreatis: Et fi 
Contingat quod idem Johannes Wikeham obierit fine 
haerede malculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft de- 
cefliim ipfius Johannis didla maneria cum pertment. in- 
tegre remaneant haeredibus praedifti Wilhelmi confan- 
guinei de corpore fuo procreatis : £t fi nullus haeres de 
corpore ipfius Wilhelmi confanguinei fuerit procreatus, 
tunc predifta maneria cum pertinent, integre remane- 
ant haeredibus praedifti Thomae Wikeham de corpore 
fuo procreatis : Et fi nullus haeres de corpore ipfiuf ' 
Thomae fuerit procreatus, tunc praedifta naaneria cum 
pertinent.' integre remaneant haeredibus praedifti Jo- 
hannis Wykeham de corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi 
nullus haeres de corpore ipfius Johannis fuerit proarc- 
atus, tunc praedifta maneria cum pertinent, integre re- 
maneant Thomae Warenner & Johannae uxori ejus, & 
haeredibus mafculis ipfius Johannae de corpore fuo pro- 
creatis : Et fi contingat quod eadem Johanna obierit fi- 
ne haerede mafculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft 
deceflum ipforum Thomae Warenner & Johannae prae- 
difta maneria cum pertinent, remaneant Wilhelmo 
Ryngeborne & Edithae uxori ejus, & haeredibus maf- 
culis ipfius Edithae de ^corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi 
' contingat quod eadem Editha obierit fine haerede mafcu- 
lo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft deceflum ipforum 
Wilhelmi Ryngeborne & Edithai, praedifta- maneria 
cum pertinent, integre remaneant Agneti uxori nuper 
Guidonis Ayno^ & haeredibus mafculis ipfius Agoetis 

a 2 de 
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de corporc fuo procrcatis : Et fi contiogat <piod eadem 
Agnes obicrit fine haerede matfculo dc corpore fuo pro - 
creato, tunc poft deccflum diftae Agnetis fine exitubu- 
jufmodi, pracdifta maneria cum pertinent integrc re- 
maneant Wilhelmo Maviell & IlabellsB uxori ejus, & 
haeredibus mafculis ipfius Ifabellae : £t fi contingat 
qudd eadem Ifabella obierit fine haerede mafculo de 
corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft decefflim ipforura Wil- 
helmi Maviell & Ifabellas praedifta maneria cum perti- 
nent, integre remaneant Johanni Beneyt de Bdttele Sc 
haeredibus mafculis de corporc fiio procreatis : Et il 
contingat quod idem Johannes Beneyt obierit fine hae- 
i-ede mafculo de corpore fuo procreato, tunc poft de- 
ccflum ipfius Johannis praedifta maneria cnm pertinent, 
integre remaneant haeredibus praediftae Johannse de 
corpore fuo procreatis : Et fi nuUus haercs de corpore 
ipfius Johannae fuerit procreatus, tunc praedifta mane- 
ria cum pertinent, integre remaneant haeredibus prae^ 
diftse Edithae de corpore fuo procreatis ; Et fi nullus 
haeres de corpore ipfius> Edithae fuerit procreatus, tunc 
praedifta maneria cum fuis pertinent, integre remaneant 
haeredibus praediftae Agnetis de corpore fuo procreatis : 
Et fi nullus haeres de corporis ipfius Agnetis fuerit pro- 
creatus, tunc praedidla maneria cum fuis pertinent, in- 
tegre remaneant hatrCdibus praediftae Ifabellas de corpo- 
re fuo procreatis : Et fi nullus haeres de corpore ip- 
fius Ifabellae fuerit procreatus, tunc predifta maneria 
cum fuis pertinent, integre remaneant haeredibus prae- 
di6ti Jbhannis Beneyt de corpore fuo procreatis : Et (i 
nullus haeres de corpore ipfius Johannis Beneyt fuerit 
procreatus, tunc predifta maneria cum fuis pertinent, 
integre remaneant redbis hseredibus difti Domini Epif- 
copi in perpetuum. Provifo femper quod fi fponfalia 
inter diftos Wilhelmum Wikeham confanguineum & 
Aliciam Uvedale noa celebrentur citra feftum' Sanfti 
Michaelis Archangeli proximum futurum, quod ex- 
tunc bene liceat diftis, Nicholao de Wikeham, Johan- 
ni de Wikeham, Johanni de Campeden, & Wilhelmo 
Ryngeborne, difta maneria cum fuis pertinent, rein- 
traie & in priflino ftatu eorum retinere impeipetuum. 

In 
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In CIIJU5 rei teftimonium hiis indenturis partes praediftse 
Ugilla fua alternatim appofuerunt. Dat. primo die Ju- 
lli anno regni Regis Ricardi Secundi vicefimo. 



Nicholaus 


Johannes 


Johannes 


Wilhclmus 


Wykeham 


Wykeham 


Campedene 


Ringeburne 


L.S. 


L. S. 


L. S. 


L. 6. 



N° III. 

E Libra H, Coll. Wint. fol. 157. 
Placita apud Weftm. coram Wilhelmo Thirnyng & 
foe. fuis Jufticiariis Domini Regis de Banco, Term. 
Hillar, anno Reg. Hen. Quarti poft Conq.undecimo. 

- — ^Et pr^ediftus cuftos [Coll. Wint.] dicit quod quon- 
dam Wilhelmus de Wykeham, nuper Epifcopus Wynt. 
confanguineus praediftae Aliciae Perot; videlicet frater 
Agnetis matrisipfius Alidae, cujushaeres ipfa eft, nuper 

fuit feifitus de praedifto manerio [de Elyhge] & 

dedit, conceflit, & carta fua confirmavit, Cuftodi & 

Scholaribus ejufdcm Collegii pxdiftum manerium 

& petit quod difti Wilhelmus Perot & Alicia praediftum 
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus eidem Cuftodi 
ex caufa praedifta warentizent, &c. Et praediftus Wil- 
helmus Perot Sc Alicia non pofTunt dedicere quin ea- 

dem Alicia fit confanguinea & harres ipfius Epifcopi ia 
forma prsedifta, & gratis praefato Cuftodi praediftum 
manerium de Elynge cum pertinentibus virtute cartae 
praediftae warentizant. 

N- VI. 

E Finalibus Recordis in Communi Banco de termino 
Trinitatis 20 R. 2. Citat. a T. Martin, in Vita Gui. 
Wicami, lib. i. cap. i. 

H^C eft finalis concordia fafta in curia Domini Re- 
gis, &t. io oftabis Sanftae Trinitatis anno regni 
Richardi Regis viqefimo, coram Wilhelmo Thirninge, 
a 3 &c. 
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&c, inter Wilhclmum Wickham filium Wilhelmi Pcrotr 
& Aliciam uxorem ejus quereates, & Wilheloium dQ 
Wickham Epifcopum Wiaton. Magiflrutn Nicholauo^ 
dc WickhamClericuin, & JohannemCampeden Clericuna 
deforcUt. de manerio de CHtarbame, &c.*— — -Et fi con- 
tingat quod idem Wilbelmus Wickham fiiius Wilhelmi 
Perott obicrit fmc haerede mafculoy de corpore fua pro- 
create, tunc poll deceflum ipforum Wilhelmi & AUciaB 
uxoris ejus, praedifta manerium & tenementa cum per- 
tinentiis integre remanebunt Thomse Wickham fratri 
cjufdem Wilhelmi Wickham fiUi Wilhelmi Perott, & 
haeredibus mafcuUs de corpore fuo procre^tis, 

E Regiftro Wykeham. Part. I. foL i. 

Bulla Urbani Papae Quinti fuper adminiilratione Eccl«* 

fiae Wynton. 

URBAN US Epifcopus fervus fervorum Dei di- 
lefto filio Wilhelmo de Wykeh4m Archidia- 
cono Lincoln, adminiftratori in fpiritualibus & tempa- 
ralibus Ecclefise Wynton. Salutem & ApoftollcamBene- 
di6lionem. Regimini univerfalis ecclefiae quanquam 
infufEclentibiis meritis difponente Domino prarfidentes 
de univerfis orbis eccleliis pro earum ftatu faluhriter 
dirigendo quantum nob s ex alto conceditur foUcite co- 
gitamus, fed eo propenfius folicitudo nos urget, ut ec- 
clefiis illis quae fuis funt deftitutae paftoribus, ne in fpi- 
ritualibus 8c temporalibus detrimenta fuftineant, de fa- 
lubri remedio, proat ipfarum ecclefiarum ac locojum & 
temporum qualitas exi^t, confulamus : dudum fiqui- 
dem bonae memoriae WUhelmo Epifcopo Wyntonienfi, 
regimini Wynton. Ecclefiae praefidcnte, nos cupientes 
eidem Wynton. ecclefiae cum vacaret per fedis (f. apo- 
Jiolica) providentiam utilem & idoneatju pr^effe perfo- 
nam provifionem ipfius ecclefiae ordinationi & difpofi- 
tioni noftrae duximus ea vice fpecialiter refervandum, 
decernentes ex tunc irritum & inane fi fecqs fuper his 
per quofcunque quavis auiloritate fcicftter yel ignoran- 

ter 
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t(tr contlngeret ^aftemptarf* Cum itaque poftmodnm 
di^a ecclefia per obitum difti Wilhelmi Epifcopl, qui 
extra Romanam curiam dcbitum naturae perfolvit, raca- 
▼erit, & vacet ad prarfens, nos eidem ecclefiae, de cujus 
provHione nuUus praeter nos hac vice fe intromitlere po- 
tuerit n«que poteft refervatione & decreto obfiftenti- 
bus fupradiAls, qt feliciter gubemetur ejufque dona 8c 
jura a pravorum manibus defenfentur^. cuplentes provi- 
dere, ac fperantes, quod tu apud nos de literarum fci- 
entia, vitae ac morum honeftatc, fpiritualium providentia, 
& teaiporalium circumfpeflione, fide dignis teftimoniis 
multipliciter commendatus, id fcias 8c potent falubriter 
adimplcre, de fratrum noftrorum confiUo adminiftrato- 
rem diftae ecclefiae ufque ad apoftoHcae fedis benepla- 
citum, ordinamus, conftituimus, & deputamus, admi- 
niftrationem plenam generalem 8c liberam ejufdem ec- 
cleliae ac bonorum 8c jurium ejufdem tarn in fpirituali* 
bus quam in temporalibus plenarie committentes, ut 
di&SLm Wyntonien. ccclefiam tuae adminiftationi com- 
miflam fpiritualiter & temporaliter, ftatutis provincia- 
libns fen confuetudinibus provinciae Gantuarien. 8c illis 
praefertim quibus caveri dicitur quod ecclefils cathedra- 
libufi provinciEe Cantuaricn. vacantibus Archiepifcopus 
Cantaar. pro tempore exiftens in ipfis ecclefiis fic va- 
cantibus fpiritiialia exerceat, & aliis contrariis non ob- 
ftantibus quibufcunque, juxta datam tibi a Deo pruden- 
tiam, regas diflgas 8c augmentes, ac etiam canonica- 
t09 & praebcndas, dignitates, perfonatus, officia & alia 
qnaecumque bfeneficia eclefiaftica fecularia 8c regukria 
ad coQatlonem Epifcopi Wynton pro tempore exiftentis 
pertinentia, cnm vacabunt, conferas 8c de ipfis pfovl- 
deas, nee non de fruftibus, redditibus, proventibus, ju- 
Fibus, 8c obventionibus univerfisgdmenfim Wyntonien. 
fipe^antibus ordinare & difponere valeas, prout veri E- 
pifcopi Wynton. qui fueririt pro tempore de illis orJi- 
uare 8c difponere potuerunt ac etiam debuefunt, aliena- 
uone quorumlibetimmobilium & pretioforum mobilium 
ejufdem ecclefiae tibi penitus interdi6^a Tu igitur 
circa ejufdem ecclefiae Wynton. regimen 8c adminiftra- 
dopem iblicke & fideiiter exercenda tefic exhibeas 
a 4 s ftudiofum, 
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Domini Gregorii divina providentia Fap» nndedmi att^ 
no tertio, conftitutos perfonaliter coram Reverendo Pa- 
tre I><Mnifio Wilhelmo DA gratia WyntoD. Epifcopo in 
aula mafierii fui de Merewell Wynton. Diocefeos, in mei 
Notaril Publici it TelHnm fubferiptornm praefentia, 
VeneralMlis & difcretus vir Magifter Riclifti'dus de Her- 
ton Grammaticns certam conventionem eum eodem Do 
mino Winton. Epifcopo fecit iniit & firmatit fub hac 
formsL ; videlicet, quod idem Richardus per decern an- 
nos indpiendo in fefto SanOi Michaelis proximo fiituro 
inflruet & informabit fub hac forma pauperes Scolares 
qnos diAus Dominus Epifcopus fuis fumptibus exhibet 
8c exhibebit fideliter & dilrgenter in arte grammattca 
& nuUos alios fine licentiadi^i patris ad do^rinam liu* 
jufmodi ,recipiet per tempus praediAum, excepit tamen 
tempus infirmitatis fuse & tempus quo curiam Romanam 
fcmel vifitabit fuis propriis fumptibus, & per idem tein<- 
pus afium virum fufficientem & idoneum pro do^rina 
didtorum Scolarium fubftituet loco fuo. Ad haec con* 
vcnit cum difto Patre, quod idem Pater Hi?eniet & ex* 
hibebit fibi unum alium Tirurn^ idoneum qui eum po(e« 
fit adjovare in labore difciplihae Scolarimn praedi^orum : 
haec promifit firmiter idem Magifter Richardus cum 
omni diiigentia perficere & impfere & fuper firmitate 
iUius conventionis tenendas & fervandas idem Magifter 
Richardus [per] maoum fuam dextram in manu dextra 
di(li patris exprefTe pofuit & dedic fidem foam ad prse- 
mifTa omnia perficienda in forma fupradiAa. A&sl {urtt 
haec anno indiAione menfe die pontificatu & loco 
praenotatis, praefentibus difcrctis viris Magiftris Johanne 
de Bukyngham Canonico Ebor. & Domino Johanne de 
Campeden Canonico Ecclefiae Suwellen. Ebot. Dioc. 
& Henrico de Thorp ac Johanne de Keilefeye Notariia 
Publicis apoftolicisy teAibus ad praemiila vocatis fpecia^ 
liter & rogatis. 



N*vm. 



APPENDIX. XI 
N° VIII. 

E Rcgiftro Wykeham. Part. tert. b. foL 74. ' 
I4ttera vifitandi Scolares & Collegium Oxonian. 

WILHELMUS permifBone divina Wyntonien. 
Epifcopu^ Coilegii Sanftac Mariap Wynton, in 
Oxonia Fundator pariter & Patronus, dilcftis nobis ia 
Chrifto venerabilibus viris Magiftris Thomas dc South- 
am, Archidiacono Oxon. in Ecclefia Lincoln, ac Nl- 
cholao de Wykeham Archid. Wiltcs. in Ecclefia Sar. 
Salutem in amplexibus Salvatoris. Relacione fide 
dignorum audita "ftupor non modicus invafit fubito 
mentem ooftram, duminvinea noftraquam plantanmas 
dcficientibus uvis fuccrefcant labrufcae, palmites quoque 
quas fperabamus fruftifetas amaricato germine in fpuria 
Vitulamina convertantur. Accepimus namque tale in- 
ter Scolares noftri Coilegii fupradifti qui dc noftra vi- 
vunt elemofina corrupcionis piaculum irrepfiffe, quod 
ipfi fuse condicionis & quietis propriae paulifper obliti, 
generis ad genus, nobilitatis ad ignobilitatcm, fcientix 
?d fcientiam, facultatis ad facultatem, patriae ad patri- 
am, & alias comparaciones quae odiofae funt faciunt 
infolenter contra doftrinam Apoftoli acceptores perfo- 
narum effefti; alii practerea fuperfticione prophana 
CoUa fua in fublime alcius erigentes, dum refeftionis 
gratia conveniunt ad menfam fibi vendicant loca pri- 
ma praeceptum dominicum minime ampleftentes, dicen- 
tis, Qui major eft inter vos fiat ficut junior, & qui prae- 
ceflTor fiat ficut minifter. NonnuUi quoque ipforum 
^nfolentiis aliis quas numerare non decet, fet nee com- 
mittere licet, a verae virtutis tramite deviantes exhibent 
fe Frequenter. Uade in ipfo noftro CoUego inter Sco- 
lares praediftos diflenciones contenciones & fcandala o- 
riuntur & quod dolenter referimus quae noftrae mentis 
intentio Dei paravit-ad gloriam tendunt ad noxam. Ex 
qmbus divina provocatur mageftas, di£^umque noftrum 
Collegium, utpotd in fuis membris nequlter viciatum 
grave ^patitvir detrimentum in perniciofum exemplum 8c 

fcandalum 
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fcandalum plurimorum, Nolentes Itaque diftum nof' 
trum Collegium tantis fxdari maculis, quia potius cu- 
pientes firmiflime ut omnis ab ipfo eliminetur fpurcitia^ 
quodque Scolarcs praedifti, viciorum fentibus extirpa- 
tis, virtptibus illuftrentur, doftrinjs facris .cfficaciter 
adhaereant & milicias clericali: Ad inquirendum igitur 
tain In genere quam in fpecie de & fuper crimitiibus & 
exceflibus omnium & finguiorum Scolarium noftri Col^ 
legii memorati & quos in praemiilis aut eorum allquo- 
vd aliis exceffibus gravibus feu criminibus culpabUes 
rcperitis, ipfos cujuicunque gradus flatus vci condicio- 
nis exiftant, a di.fto noftro Collegio perpetuo expellend. 
Iiiii de ipforum correccione celeri & morum in ea parte 
reformacione falubri fpes fucrit ac vobis fignanter ap- 
paruerit j tunc cnim cxcelTus hujufmodi & crimina fi- 
cut pro ipfius honore ac confervacione flatus difti nof- 
tri CoUegii videritis expedire, corrigend. & acrius pu- . 
nlend. Caetera infuper quae in ipfo noflro Collegio re* 
formationc indigent, debite reformand. omniaque alia 
& fmgula quae in praemiffis & circa ea necelTaria fuerint,- 
vel quomodolibet opportuna, cum eorum incidentibus . 
emergentibus . dependentibus & connexis faciend & 
etiam exercend. Vobis de quorum fidelitate confcien- 
tiae puritate ac circumfpeftionis induftria pleue c6afi- 
dimus, tcnore praef^pntium committimus vices noftras 
cum cohercionis & executionis in hac parte debitae po- . 
teftate. Dat. in Caftro noftro de Firaham vigefimo 
oftavo die menfis Septembr. Anno Dommi MillefimQ 
Trecentefimo Oftogefimo Quinto. et noftrae Coafecra-t 
tionis Anno Decimo Oftavo. 

N° IX, 

E Rcgiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. 77. 
Litera tangens Collegium Oxon. 

WILHELMUS permiflione divina Wynton. 
Epifcopus, Fundator & Patronus Coh fanftaB 
Marias Wyntoniae in Oxoniaj dilefto nobis in Chrifto 

Cuftodi 
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Cofiodi didli noftri CoUegii Salutem in omnipoteote 
Saivatorje. Relacione dldicimus jfide digoa, quod non- 
null! difti noftri CoUegii SociiMagiftri Artium, qui: lU 
fcet fpriTiam leAur£&, in attium facultate In Univerfitafe 
Pxoniae flatMtam ac etiam requifitam compleverint, nee 
nonper unum annum ultra foVmam eandem in facultate 
praedifta.'lefturam continuaverint^ ipfi tamen contra or- 
dinacioqes noflras & flatuta per nos edita 8c debite pro* 
mulgata^ nee non eifdem a multis retroadtis tempo ribus 
facpius divulgata, ieflurae hujufmodi continue inten- 
dentes ad facultatem theologise feu aftronomise juxta or- 
dinaciones & flatuta noftra prsedifta fe convertere hac- 
tenus non curarunt, quodque ipfi & alii focii nonnulli 
noftri CoUegii meoiorati per vicos 8c plateas infra Uni« 
verfitateoi publice incedentes chimeris vel tabardis fupe- 
fius minioie induuntur contra ordinaciones & ftatuta 
fuperius m^morata : Cum igitur fic noftrae intencionis 
exiftat^ quod Magiftri Artium difti npflri Coljegii/com- 
pleds forma & anno prasdlflis, ad theologiae feu aftro- 
nomise facultatem illico fe convertant, quodque ipfi & 
alii focii quicumque noftri .Collegii fupradifti cum extra 
diftum noftrum Collegium infra Univerfitatem praedic- 
tam 8c etiam per fpacium miliaris circumquaque Uni- 
verfitatem eandem inceflerint, capis, chimeris, vel tabar- 
dis longis & talaribus prout ipforum gradubus & ftatu- 
bus congruit 8c non aliis veftibus fuperius induantur : 
Vobis committimus & mandamus, quatenus ftatim vifis 
praefentibus abfque moras difpendio Magiftros Artium. 
quofcumque noftri Collegii fupradifti, qui formam & 
annum de quibus praemittitur compleverint^ moneatis & 
efGcaciter inducatis, quatenus a ledlura & regimine in 
artium facultate ftatim fine mora ceftent omnino, ^ ad 
theologiae feu aftronomiae facultatem abfque, morae dif- 
pendio efFeftualiter fe convertant, & ftudeant ac profi- 
ciant efficaciter in eadem ; & quod ipfi & caeteri quicum- 
que focii fupradifti cum extra diftum noftrum Collegia 
iim infra Univerfitatem & fpacium fupradiftum inceift- 
rint chimeris capis vel longis tabardis prout cis congru- 
it fuperius induantur, nifi neceflitate cogente aliud fue- 
rit faciendum, juxta ordinaciones & ftatuta noftra pras- 

difta. 
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£Aa. Contradi&ores vero & -reMlesi aut monicSo* 
nibus Teftris hujufmodi ymboio vefms Xft^/iris). cSeftna-^ 
lifter noQ parentes, a diAo noftro CoUegio perpetuo 
expellatis. Cerdficantes nos infra quatuor dierum fpa^^ 
ciuin a tempore receptioois prsefentiotn quid inveoaritis 
& fisceritis in pr^miffi$. Dat. in manerio noftro de 
Suihwerk vigefimo die Maii, Anno Domini Millefimo 
Treccntefimo OAagcfimo SextOj ct noftra; Conf. De* 
dmo Nono. 



N'X. 

E Regiftro Wykcham* Part. tcrt. b. fol. 88; 

Llttera ut ydonei Scolares eDgantur in Coll. Oxon. & 
Wynton. abfijue partialitate aliqua. 

SALUTEM cum benediftione Dei atque noftra. 
Cariffimi, mittimus ad vos Johannem Everad & 
Johaonem Compton paupcrcs Clericulos de Capella nof- 
tra ut in Collegium noftrum Wynton. admittantur: 
Volumus igitur ut cum ipfi ad vos venerint ex haq 
caufa in did^um noftrum Collegium recipiatis eofdem. 
Vobis prseterea injungentes quatenus in eleccionibus a- 
pud Coll. noftrum Wynt, jam proxime faciendis primo 
videlicet de Scholarfbus ipfius noftri Coll. Wynt. ad 
Coll. noftrum Oxon. ajffiimendis, ac deinde.de Scolari- 
bus aliis loco ipforum in diftum noftrum Coll. Wynt* 
eligendis taliter procedatis ut abfque prece aut pre- 
Gio favorc vel amore feu partialitate quacumque^ per 
vos tales pnecipue in diftum noftrum Coll. Oxon. eli- 
gantur qui in grammatica bene & fufficienter fuerint eru- 
diti, vitaque & moribus merito commendandi, & quos 
fperaveritis in veftris confcientiis plus pofle proficere & 
debere in CoUegio noftro Oxon. fupradifto. Quodque 
in praefatum Coll. noftrum Wynt. habiles & magis 
ydoneos eligatis de locis in noftris Statutis limitaus* 
Ita tamen quod quatuor de paroch.,de Broghton, & 
totidem de paroch. de Dow'nton, fi habiles & ydonei 
reperiantur, in difta eleftione cae^teris praeferantur. 
8 Hoc 
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Hoc infuper provifo, quod Scolares hujufmodi in dic- 
tum Qoftfum Coll. Wyat. flfTnmendi in leAura & piano 
cantu ac in antiquo donato inflru^li competenter exif* 
tant, setatifque hx annum dupdecimum non excfdant, 
nifi taliter in grammadca prius fucrint informati, qnod 
ante decimnm nontim setatis hx annum in Ipfa pota- 
ertnt fufBcicnter cxpediri, Statutis noftris eleccionem 
diftorum Scolarium Oxon. & Wynton. conccrnentibus 
in omnibus Temper falyis, fuper quibus omnibus ipfas 
veftras confcientlas apud Aldflimum diftriftius onera- 
mus. Volentes praeterea 8c ordinantes quod Scolares 
difti noftri CoU.iiVynton. fingulis diebus dominicis & 
feftivls ad eccle/iam parochialem Sanfti Johannis fuper 
montem accedant, quamdin in dtfta paroch. ipfos 
morari corrdgerit, ibidemque ad vefperas completer, 
matudnas & Siu^ hora$ atque miffas de die legenda & 
pfallerida cum nota & cantu more ccclefiaftico legant 
atque pfallaiit devocius ficut deceC, quodque nullus hu- 
jufinodi iScolarium a praemiflU fe abfentet niii ex caufa 
legitima per ipforum Magiftrum feu ejus Locumte- 
nentem approbanda fuerit impeditus fub poena priva- 
tionis communarum fuarum per quindecim dies diem quo 
fe abfque caufe hujufmodi legitima fe abfentaverit im- 
mediate fequentes. Volumus infuper & vos, Magiftri 
Nicholas, Thoma Cranlegh, & Johannes de Ketone, at- 
tcnte rogamus quatenus Magiftro Johanni de Melton 
diftorum Scolarium Magiftro informatori & Johanni 
Seward ejus Vicefgerenti jfirmiter injungatis ut ipfi hsec 
omnia proxime fuperius recitata a diftis Scolaribus 
noftri Coll. Wynt. de caetero realiter & debits faciant 
obfervari fub debito eorum juramenti nobis praeftiti 
ab eifdem. Valete feliciter in Filio Virginis gloriofae. 
Script, apud Esftiere oftavo die menfis Aprilis. Dilefto 
coufanguineo noftro Magiftro Nicholao Wykeham Cuf- 
todi Coll. noftri Oxon. & Magiftris Thomae Cranlegh 
Sacrae Paginae Profeflbri^ Domino Johanni Ketone, ac 
Johanni Melton. 
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E Regiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. foL 1 39. 

Intimacio refignacionis Thomae Cranlegh, & qupj 
Socii & Scolares procedant ad elecloneoi novi 
Cuftodis. 

WI L H E L M U S de Wykeham per miflionc di- 
viaa Wynton. Epifcopus Coll. Beate Marie 
Wynton. m Oxon. Selnte Marie College of Wyncheftre 
in Oxenford, vulgarit. nuncupat. Fundator & Patroaus, 
Dileftis in Chrillo Filiis Sociis & Scolaribus ejufdem 
Coll. univerfis Salutem in eo qui eft omEuumvera Salus. 
Vobis praefentibus noftris' Uteris intimamus, quod Ma- 
gifter Thomas Cranlegh nuper Cuftos difti Coll. noftri, 
dccimo quinto die piaefentis menlis Febr. coram nobis 
in manerio noftro de Waltham noflrae dioc. officio 
cuftodiae Coll. fupradifti ccflit & voluntarie renuncia- 
vit, eo quod in obfcquiis Domini noftri Regis ipfum in- 
fiftere neceffario oportebit ; cujus ceflionem ex caufa 
praedii^a admifimus tunc ibidem. Ne igitur vacacio 
diutina difti noftri Coll. vobis in perfonis & rebus fit 
grave difpendium allatura, & ut praefatum noftrum 
Coll. fub boni Cuftodis regimine protegatur a noxiis^ 
ac pacis & caritatis affluat ubertate, Nos qui pro vobis 
intenta foUicitudine vigilamus, quos etiam tanquam fi- 
lios cariffimos in vinculo dileftionis paternae profequi- 
mur, * tanta mente univerfitatem veftram & devotionem 
monemus, & per vifcera mifericordiae Dei noftri ac per 
afpercionem fui preciofi fanguinis, animarumque vef- 
trarum falutem, nee non fub divini obteftacione judidi 
obfecramur & in Domino exhortamur, ut in elecione 
veftri futuri Cuftodis folum Deum ac communem Col- 
legii praedifti utilit^tem habentes prae oculis, orani pri- 
vatae afFeftionis & fingularitatis vitio depofito, & qui- 
buflibet paccionibus, conyencionibus, promiflionibus, 
obligationibus, juramentis & conventiculis illicitis, nee 
pon coDdi(fti & intendimenti contemplacione ceflfanti* 
* Legendum totn, ut in fimilibus lods in eodem Regiftro. 

bus 
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1bus & omnino femotis, vos in vinculo pads caritatis & 
concordiae coUigenies, cum omni follicitudine matu- 
ritate & deliberapone, juxta noftrorum Statutorum ex- 
igenciam & tenorem, virum providum & difcretum, li- 
terarum fcientia moribus & virtuofis aftibus merito 
con\mendandum, in fpiritualibus & temporalibus plu-^ 
rimum circumfpedlum, talem viz. quern fecundum De- 
um & veftras confcientias juftas vacanti Coll. antedi6i:o 
utilibrem'& magis ydoneum effe credideritis, in Cufto- 
dfejn .veftrum puris & liberis mentibus abfque morae 
difpendio eligere ftudeatis, .qui vobis plus prodefle cu* 
piat, quam praeefTe ; ut per ejus vigilanciam follicitam 
probitatem & gubernacioneai bonam, didhun Coll. 
noftrum ad Dei honorem ac Clcri augmentum prof- 
pere dirigi & votivis valeat commodis honorari ; in prse- 
miffis taliter vos habent^s, ut verus fcrutator cordium 
quern nichil latere poterit ex fa6lis & gefti? vcftris in 
bac parte merito contentetur. Dat» in manerio noftro 
de Suth-Waltham vigefimo fexto die menfis Febr. An- 
no Domini Millefimo Trecentefimo Nonagcfimo Quinto, 
& noftra Conf. Anno Vigefimo nono. 

N' XII. 

Ex Originali in Archivis Regiftrarii Archidiaconatu^ 
Winton. 

DECRETUM Domini Winton. Epifcopi quoad 
Refignationes tempore Supemfionis non admittendas. 

CUM multae quaeftiones & controverfiac ortae fuerint 
de tempore Supervifionis & Scrutinii in tertia 
Rubrica fpecificato, a quo momcnto, bora, & articulo 
temporis^ aut adione, idem debeat 8c poffit incipere ad 
' cffeftum, ut pofl talem inceptionem Schokres in indentu- 
ris anni praecedgntis nominati nullatenus vigore earun- 
dem inColl.i^inton. aclmittantur, vel tranfmittantur ad 
Coll. Winton. in Oxon. IdcTCo Dominus Epifcopus 
Winton. fafta ei prius legitima intimatione per Cufto- 
4em 8c duo? Socios Supervifor^s legitime clcftos ejuf- 
b den» 
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dem CoUegii ia Oxon. Statutifque Supervifionem con^ 
cernentibus, una cum variis ambiguitatibus 8c incom- 
modis propter incertitudinem inceptionis pra^iflae, el* 
dem domino Epifcopo oftenfis 8c declaratis, declaravit, 
hunc e/Te verum, germanum, 8c literalem fenfum verbo- 
rum & claufulae prsefatorum ; quod tempus fupenrifio- 
ris & fcrutinii in diAa Rubric, mentionati turn demuixi 
debet incipere, atque adeo ad omnes efFeftus incipere 
cenfendum eft, ubi primum advenerit, illuxeritque ille 
dies, qui in Uteris certificatoriis in difta Rubr. fpeci- 
iicatis, & ad Cuftodem Winton. miflis, 8c per eundem 
in valvis eeclefisc fecundum tenorem Statuti praefixis, 
continetur, 8c defignatur ; ita qnod neque toto illo die» 
neque poftea aliquis, in indenturis iifdem, fcilicet anni 
praecedentis, nominatus 8c defcriptus, vigore 8c virtute 
earundepi aliquod jus vel beneficium fit confecuturus, 
nimirum ut admittaturin Coll. Winton. vel ^d alterunt 
Coll. tranfmittatur ulio modo. £t ulterius cum falu- 
berrimo hujus regni Statuto fancitum fit, nc quia lo- 
cum habens in Collegiisj eundem lucri vel commodi ali- 
cujus gratia refignet quovis modo, atque contra hoc ip- 
fum Statutum multipliciter peccari 8c delinqui pofle fit 
vere-fimillimum in grave fcandalum Collegiorum difto- 
rum, fi refignationes diftorum Scholarium loca habea- 
tium in Collegiis Winton. & Oxon. tempore fupervi- 
fionis & fcrutinii praedifto accipiaritur & admittantur, 
8c cum etiam ejufmodi refignationes nuUo Statuto dic- 
torum Collegiorum approbentur, idcirco Dominus E-^ 
pifcopus Winton. cupiens 8c afFe<Sbans tarn gravi fcanda- 
lo occurrere tempeftive, legitime interpellatus, decrevit 
& declaravit, quod nulla refignatio quam diftorum Col- 
. legiorum Scholares tempore fijpervifionis fie fuperius de- 
clarato fcribent, confident, efferent, tradent, vel fcribi, 
confici, offerri, vel tradi facient, aut confentientjullo 
modo in eo ipfo tempore fiipervifionis praediftae acci- 
piatur, approbetur, f vel admittatur, ulla judicetur per 
Cuftodes aut Vicecuftodes diftorum Coikgiorum, aut 
alios quofcunque jus habentes admittendi probandique 
refignationes pr^efatas. Et fi aliqua perfonarum praefa- 

f Lege, admittatur, vel— ' 

tarum 
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tarum contra hujufmodi decretpm & dedarationem 
contra- venerit, eundemvideri commit tere & peccare in 
grare pracdiftorum CoUegiof um fcandalum, & omnemi 
talem admiffionem, approbationem, & acccptioriem, in 
& de omni praefato medio fupervifionis tempore faftam 
aut confirmatam, pro gravi in Collegia praedifta fcan- 
dalo haberi & judicari. Quibus omnibus decretis 
fanftionibufque & juftiffimis declaratiotiibus difti Do- 
mini Epifcopi Winton. Cuftodes utriufque CoUegii una 
cum reliquis eleftoribus unanimi confenfu aflenferunt. 
£i praeterea praefati Cuflodes, ut manifeflius & abun- 
dantius oftenderent quam perniciofa ipfis videretur hu- 
jtifmodixefignationum confuetudo, fponte fu4 affirma- 
runt, & in fe reciperunt, ne poAhac uhquain ullam re- 
iignationem Scholarium ipfis fubditorum admittant, vel 
effeAualiter accipiat eorum altfer, per feptem integras 
ieptimanas ante tempus fupervifionis praediftas quotan- 
nis celebranda: quam eorum honefliffimam promiffi- 
bnem diftus Dominus Epifcopus ratificavit, [&] Cufto- 
<libus & Vicecuftodibus injungens eorundem Collegio- 
rum pro rempore exiftentibus, ne ipfi ejufmodi refigna- 
tiones infra tempus praedifbum feptem feptimanarum 
admittant, nifi velint pro manifeAis contemptoribus or- 
dinis falubriter conftituti, & corruptelae perditiffimae 
fautoribus, 8c gravis fcandali procuratoribus judicari. . 

Thomas Winton. 
Martyn Culpeper Cuflos. Tho. Bilfon Cuftos. 
Edwarde Burley. Johan. Boles. 

Henry Marten. Johannes Harmar. 

Subfcripta erat haec fcedula decreti & declarationis Re- 
verendi in Chrifto Patris Domini Thomae Winton. 
Epifcopi, p'er eundem Dominum Epifcopum in ma- 
nerio fuo de Waltham Epifcopi, perque praediftos 
Cuftodes utriufque Colfegii cum reliquis cleftoribus 
infra Collegium Winton. Vicefimo Septimo die Au- 
gufti Anno Domini Millefimo Quingcntefimo Nonn- 
gefimo Secundo. 

Tefte 
EdwardoCole Nptario publico. 

b 2 N^XIII. 
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N" XIII. 

E Veteri Regiftro Coll. Winton. 
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EMORANDUM quod primus ad ventus Sc- 
XV Jt renifTiini Principis Henrici Sexti ad iftud Colle- 
gium fuit pcnultimo die Mcnfis Julii, videlicet die Sab- 
bati Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo Qua- 
dragefimo, & Anno ejufdem Domini Regis Decimo No- 
no, quo die interfuit primis Vefperis, & in craftiao 
Miffe & fccundis Vefperis ; & obtulit xiii s. iiij d. 
• Item Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo 
Quadragefimo Quarto in fefto Sanfte Cecilie Virginis 
Idem Chriftianiflimus Rex Henricus Sextus intferfuit in 
hoc CoUegio utrifque Vefperis atque Mifle, in qua pre- 
tcr oblacionem fuam cotidianam obtulit centum nobilia 
ad ornamentum fummi altaris ibidem, contulitque nota- 
• bilem auri fumn-jam Scol^ribus & Choriftis in eodem, 
videlicet vj IL xiij s. iiij d. qui infuper ex habundancia 
affluentiffime gratie fue privilegia libertates & franche- 
fias ejufdem Collegii confinnavit & ampliavit ; quarc 
dignum eft ut ejus in eodem perhennis memoria jugiter 
habeatur. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d. t> • • it>r-i 

Item idem Chriftianiflimus Rex Anno Domini Mil- 
lefimo Quadringentefimo Quadragefimo Quinto, & an- 
no regnl ejufdem Regis Vicefimo Quarto, interfuit 
die dominica, videlicet in fefto Sanai Cuthberti in menle 
Septembri, in hoc CoUegio utrifque Vefperis atque 
MilTe, quo die ex gratia fua dedit CoUegio opti- 
mam Robatn fuam una excepta furrat. cum furrura 
de Sables, ad Dei laudem & honorem beatiffime 
Marie Virginis. Et obtuUt xiij s. iiij d. 

Item idem illuftriffimus Princeps Anno Domini 
Millefimo Quadringentefimo Quadragefimo Sexto, & 
anno regni ejudem Regis Vicefimo Quinto, in fefto 
Sanfti Johannis de Beverlaco, videlicet feptimo die 
Mail contingente in dominica, interfuit utrifque Vefpe- 
ris atque Miffe in hoc Collegio, quo die fimiliter ex 

gracia 
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gracia fua dedit Collegio vj 1. xiij s. iiij d. Et obtulit eo- 
dem tempore ad vices xiij s. iiij d. 

Item idem illuftriffimus Princeps Anno Domini 
Millefimo Qiiadringentefimo Quadragefimo Oftavo 8c 
Anno regni ejufdem Regis Vicefimo Septimo, in feifto 
Sanfti Wolftani Epifcopi, interfuit in hoc Collegio u- 
trifque Vefperis die dominica, fed non MifTe, quia ex- 
hibuit prefenciam fuam in ecclefia Sanfti Swythuni ia 
xniffa propter intronizacionem reverendi Patris & Domi- 
ni Domini Wilhelrni Wayneflete Epifcopi Wyilton. 
nuper magiftrl informatoris Scolarium hujus Collegii, 
In craftino vero in die lune in fefto fanftorum Fabiani 
& Sebaftiani martyr, idem metuendifSmus Dominus in- 
terfuit alte MifTe prediftorum Sanftorum in hoc Colle- 
gio, quo die dedit huic Collegio unum calicem de au- 
ro, & X lib. in auro pro uno pari fiolarum ordinand. 
de eodem auro ; & ultra ex fua magna gracia dedit 
Iiij s. iiij d. pro una pietancia habenda inter Socios 8c 
Scolares in fefto purificationis beate Marie extunc pro- 
ximo fequente. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d. 

Item Anno Domini Millefimo Quadringentefimo 
Quadragefimo Nono, & Anno regni ejufdem Regis 
Henrici Sexti Vicefimo Septimo, videlicet decimo fexto 
die menfis Junii in parliamento ejufdem Regis lento 
hie apud Winton. cum prorogatione dierum ufque ad 
decimum fextum diem menfis Julil inclufive, interfuit 
idem excellentiffimus Princeps in hoc Collegio in fefto 
Sanfti Albani martyris die dominica contingente utrif- 
que Vefperis & Mifle. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d. 

Item alia vice eodem tempore in fefto Johannis 
Baptiftas interfuit idem metuendiffimus Dominus Rex 
in hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis & MiflTe, Reverendo 
Patre & Domino Domino Wilhelmo Waynflete Epifco- 
po Wynion. totum ofHcium illius diei devotifiime exe- 
quente. Et obtulit vj s. v}ij d. 

Item alia vice eodem tempore in fefto apoftolorum 

Petri & Pauli interfuit idem Chriftianiflimus Rex in 

. hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis & Matutinis die domi- 

nico, fed non Mifle ; quia exhibuit prefenciam fuam in 

ecclefia catbedrali SanAi Swythuni In MilTj propter 

bj dici 
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diei follempnitatem ibidem^ quia feftam loci ; Reveren-^ 
do Patre Magiftro Thoma Bekyntoa Epifcopo Ba- 
thoQ. 8c Wellenf. tdtum officium iliius diei in hoc Col- 
legio folleropoit. exequente, & totum Collegium ipfo 
die lautiflime convlvante. 

Item alia vice eodcm tempore in 0£labis apoftolo- 
rum Petri & Pauli in domlaica predt6lus fereniflimus 
Rex interfuit in hoc CoUegio Vefperis ipfius fe/K & 
MifTe; primis Vefperis vero & fecundis Matutinis & 
Mifle in fefto Tranflacionis Sanfti Thomae Martyris in 
craftino contingente confimiliter interfuit, totum offi- 
cium iliius diei Venerabili Patre Epifcopo Wynton. ex- 
equente. MifTam vero iliius diei celebravit in hoc Col- 
legio Reverendiffimus Pater & Dominus Doroinus Jo- 
hannes -Stafford Cantuar. Archiepifcopus, tocius Anglie 
, Primas, apodolice fedis Legatus, & tunc Anglie Cancel- 
larius, alfidentibus eidem venerabilibus in Chrifto Pa- 
tribus Wilhelmo Wynton. Epifcopo, Wilhelmo Af- 
kewe Sareft)urienf. Epifcopo, Adam Moleynes Cicef- 
tren. Epifcopo tunc Cuftode privati fig'dli Domini Re- 
gis, cum aliis notabilibus perfonis, videlicet Ckrico 
Rotulorum, Clerico Parliamenti, & Clerico Hamperii, 
& multis aliis ; quo die idem Pater Epifcopus & Me- 
tropolitanus dedit Scolaribus pro refeftione xl s. Et 
obtulit xiij s. iiij d. - ~ 

Item idem Dominus nofter Rex alia vice in fefto 
Reliquiar. videlicet decimo tertio die menfis Julii inter- 
fuit in hoc Collegio utrifque Vefperis Matutinis & 
Mifle, Reverendo Patre Domino Epifcopo Wynton of- 
ficium iliius diei exequente. Et obtulit vj s. viij d. 

Item idem Chriflianij(Emus Rex ultimo die Parlia- 
menti, videlicet decimo fexto die menfis Julii, inter- 
fuit in hoc Collegio Mifle beatiflime Marie Virginis, 
& obtulit vj s. viij d. Poft diftam vero Miffam obtulit 
Deo beate Marie & fummo altari unum tabernaculum 
de auro. 

Item alia vice idem Dominus nofter Rex interfuit 
divinis officiis, videlicet Vefperis Proceflioni & Mifle, 
in hoc Collegio, dominica in Ramis Palmarum, eodem 
die^MagiOro Thoma Chaundeler Cuftode iftiusCoI- 

legii 
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legii poft noQam coram eodem Dotniiio Rege & populo 
fermonem faciente. Et obtulit xiij s. iiij d. Et ultra ex 
fua magna gracia dedit fummo altari difti CoUegii in 
auro c s. Officium iftius did cxequente Cuftode if- 
tius CoUegii. 

Item idem Dominus nofter chriftianiffimus Rex ul- 
tima vice fuit in hoc CoUegio in fefto Tranflacionis 
Sanfti Swythuni in utrifque Vefperis ejufdem Sanfti, 
fed non in Mifla, quia cxhibuit prefenciam fuam in ec- 
defia Sanfti Swythuni. Et obtulit idem Rex vj s. viij d. 

N' XIV. 

ERegiftro Wykeham, Part. tert. b. fol. i66. 
Executio cujufdam Breris 6.egii de Juramento. 

WILHELMUS permiffione divina Wynto- 
nien* Epifcopus Dileftis in Chrifto filiis Priori 
Ecclefie noftre Cathedralis Wynton. Abbati Monafterii 
de Hyda noftre dioc: ac Magiftro Johanni Elmer Offic. 
ifoftro Wynton: Salutem Gratiam & Benediftionem. 
Breve Domini noftri Regis cum quodam tranfcripto die- 
to brevi interclufo recepimus in hec verba. Ricardus 
Dei gratia Rex Angliae & Franciae & Dominus Hiber- 
nian ^jkerabili in Chrifto Patri W. eadem gratia Epi- 
fcopl^fynton. Salutem. Cum Drugo Barentyn Major' 
Civitatis noftrae London, ac Aldermanni & Cives, nee 
non cetOii Communes ejufdem Civitatis ad omnia & 
fiDguIa ftatuta ordinaciones & ftabilimenta in ultimo 
Parliament© noftro apud Weftm. tento & ufque Salop, 
adjornato edita ordinata & ftabilita, una cum omnibus 
judiciis & ordinacionibus apud Coventr. virtute & auc- 
toritate ejufdem Parliamenti redditis editis atque faftis, 
ac cum omnibus dependenciis & oihnibua aliis que 
inde fequi poffunt pro fe & fucceflbribus fuis fingulari- 
ter & generaliter bene & fideliter obfervand. in perpe- 
tuum facramenta fuper fanfta Dei Evangelia prasftite- 
rint corporalia, & pro majori fecuritate ac veritatis prae- 
iniiTorum teftimonio ad quandam cedulam formam facra- 
b 4 menti 
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mend prxdi^li continentem, cujus tranfcriptum voblsr 
mittimus pracfentibus interclufum, figilla fua appofuf 
crint ; Nos confimilia facramenta & fccuritatem de 
univerfis & fingulis Ligeis noflris regni noflri Anglian 
de ftatu reputatis habere volcntes vobis mandamus,' 
quod ftatim vifis praefentibus ac infpefto tranfcripto 
praedifto omnes & fingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & 
Archidiaconos de dioc. veftra ac aliak perfonas eccleii- 
afticas ejufdem dioc. coram vobis ad certos dies & loca, 
quos ad hoc provideritis, infra eandem dioc. cum omnt 
celeritate & feftinacione qua poteritis' venire fac. & 
faci*amenia hujufmodi ab eifdem Abbatibus Prioribus. 
Decanis & Archidiaconis ac aliis praediftis, quod ipfi & 
fucceflTores fui praemifla modo & forma quibus in difto 
tranfcripto fit mencio conformiter pro parte fua obfer- 
vabunt, recipiatis, & ejufdem facramenti formam in ce- 
dulam confimilem redigatis, praefatofque Abbates Prio- 
res Decanos Archidiaconos & alias perfonas praediftas 
eandem cedulam figillis fuis confignare fac. & cedulam 
iliam cum fie confignata fuerit una cum certificacioae 
tocius fa£li vcftri in hac parte nobis in cancellar. nof- 
trum fub figillo veflro diftjnfte & apte fine dilacione 
mittatis, & hoc Hreve. T. meipfo apud Weftm. oftavo 
flie Februar. Anno regni noftri Vicefimo Secundo, 
Tenor quidem tranfcripti de quo prasfatur talis eft. 
A tres excellente magefte de notre tres redoutjh|jfjes 
fouverain Seigneur, le Roy Ricliard puis le cflpellt 
Seconde Nous voz humblez &ioyalx lieges des corps 
& des cuers de votre citee de Londres avons 8c chef- 
cun de nous ad tres bien entenduz coment j^s lieges 
de voTe roialme pour la greindre parti ont fi come a 
cux apartient a toute obeiffaunce & humilite'ejurez pro- 
mys & reconuz fouz leur faitz feallez de feveralment & 
generalment tenir tputz les eftatutz ordinances & efta- 
bliffementz faitz ordeignez & eftabliz en votre honura- 
ble Parlement dc-^rrein tenuz a Weftm. continuez a Sa- 
lopbirs pue tputz les jugement:;; 8c ordeinances, faitz & 
renduz a Coventr. par virtue & auftorite du dit Parle- 
ment ficome en. lour fubmiffions obeiflances promefles 
& reconifances eft aflTez clerement contenuz ; fur quoy 
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pbus V02 fufditz humblez lieges qi a votre tres excel* 
lente magefte roiale volons & vorrons a tqatz jours fairc 
Joialment'de trestoutz noz poairs toujt qanq a ycelle 
>hagejfte fpurm en afcune mani^re faire plefance lez dit;? 
eA^tuif ordi^^Aces 8c eflabliffementz oue les depen- 
dcaice's & ^feif§- eiit purra fuir pour nous & pour noz 
heirs & fuo^pmrs devrons 8c devoas fumez tenuz & 
ferrons '^.Vol«p-& vouldrons tenir & eftre tenu2; pour 
touti joiS^ ^i jammes venir ne faire ne fufFrer eftrcj 
fait par afcufte perfonne de quelle condicion ou eflat qil^ 
foit ^^fcunement alencontre en nulle guife & 11 afciin,}/; 
foit q Uieu defende qattempte face attempter ou veiuUe 
attempter ou faire au contralre en tout ou en partie 
nous les ferrons & chefcun de nous le ferra impedier 
deftourbier & empefcher oue toutz noz corps & bieas 
pour vivre & pour morir & de tout ceo q. impedier ne 
deftourbier ne purrons le ferrons fanz delay afcun noti- 
fier & atreteiner a votre difte magefte Roiale. Et a 
ceo fermement & loialment tenir pour nous & pour ncKt 
heirs 8c fucceffours a toutz jours nous Dreu Barentyn 
mair alderman^ citezeins & communes de votre dite d- 
tce promettons & jurons fur les feint:^ Eyangelies & 
chefcun de nous promette fait foy & jure & pour 
greiadre feurte a iceftes prefentz lettres mettons noz 
lealx en tefmoignance de noz faitz & de la verite. 
Done, ^c> Nos igitur aliis didli Domini noftri Regis 
variis & arduis praepediti negotiis diftum breve quovis 
jnodo perfonaliter exequi non valentes ad venire faci- 
end. onines & fingulos Abbates Priores Decanos & Ar- 
chidiaconum ac alias perfonas ecclefiafticasArchidiacona- 
^us Wynton. coram vobis ad certos dies 8c loca quos ^i. 
hoc provideritis iqfra Archidiaconatum praediftum cunk 
omni celeritate feftinacione qua poteritis & facramen- 
ta hujumodi ab eifdem Abbatibus Prioribus Decanis & 
Archidiacono ac aliis prsediftis quod ipfi & fucceflbres 
fui praemifTa modo & forma quibus in difto tranfcripto 
fit mencio craiformiter pro parte fua obfervabunt reci- 
piend. & ejufdem facramenti formam in cedulam coflfi- 
jnilem redigend. praefatofque Abbates Priores Do^anos 
VVrchidiaconqo^ & alias perfonas prasdi(5las eandem ce- 
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dulam figillis fuis confignare faciend. ceteraque omnia 
& fingula que in pracmiflis vcl circa ca neceffaria fu^ 
rint vel quomodolibet opportuna exercend. expediend- 
& fidcliter excquend. vobis de quorum fidelitate & 
circumfpeftionis induftria plenam in Domino obtinemu^ 
fiduciani committimus vices noftras cum cujuflibet co- 
hercionis canonice poteftate : Vobis infuper & cuilibet 
vcftrum in virtutc obediencie firmiter injungendo man* 
damus quatinus banc noftram commiffionem fecundum 
omnem vim formam & eiFcftum fupradi^i brevis exe- 
quamini indilate. £t cedulam iilam de forma facra- 
menti praedifta cum fie confignata fuerit nna cum cer- 
tificacione tocius fafti veftri in hac parte nobis infra u- 
num menfem a dat. prasfencium continue numerand. 
fub figillis vcftris diftinftc & apte fine dilacione mitta- 
tis. Quod fi non omnes praefentem noftram commif- 
fionem potuerint exequi ut praefertur Volumus' quod 
duo veftrum ipfam nihiloqiinus exequantur. In cujus 
rci t^ftimonium figiilum noftrum fecimus hijs apponi. 
Dat. in manerio noftro de Esflier decimo quarto die 
menfis Maii Anno Domini Millefimo Treccntefimo No- 
nagefimo Nono, & noftrae Conf. Anno Tricefimo 
Secundo. 

N" XV. 

E Regiftro Wykcham, part. tert. b. fol. 164. 

Mandatum fuper moderatione Statuti editi contra 
Provifores. 

WILHELMUS permiffione divina Wyntonien. 
Epifcopus Dilefto in Chrifto filioOffic. Archi- 
dfaconi noftri Winton. Saluiem Gracikm & Benediftio- 
nem. Literas Reverendi in Chrifto Patris & Domini 
Domini Roberti Dei gratia Londonien. Epifcopi nup. 
recepimus in hec verba. Reverendo in Chrifto Patri 
ac Domino Domino Wilhelmo Dei gracia Wintonien. 
Epifcopo Robertas permiflione divina Londonien. Epi- 
fcopus Salutem & fraternam in Domino caritatem. 
Literas ReverendifTimi in Chrifto Patris & Domini Do- 
mini 
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mini Rogeri Dei gracia Cantuarien. Archiepifcopi to- 
cius Anglie Primatis & apoftolice fedis legati nap, re- 
cepimus in hec verba. Rogerus permiflione , divina 
Cantuarien. Archiepifcopus tocius Anglie Primas & a- 
poftolice fedis Legatus Venerabili fratri noftro Domi- 
no Roberto Dei gratia Londonien. Epifcopo Salucem 
8c fraternam in Domino caritatem. Breve regium una 
cum quadam cedula in eodem inclufa nnp. recepimus 
in hec verba : Ricardus Dei gracia Rex Anglise & 
Franciae 8c Dominus Hiberniae Venerabili in Chrifto 
Patri R. eadem gratia Archiepifcopo Cantiiar. tocius 
Anglie Primati Salutem. Licet nuper quoddam Sta- 
tutum in Parliamento noftro apud Weftm. anno regni 
jioftri tertiodecimo tento contra Provifores editum ob 
honorem Dei & fanfte Romane Ecclefie ac propter 
praecipuam afFeccionem quam erga Dominum Summum 
Pontificem modernum obtinem'us, contemplacione eci- 
am Venerabilis Patris P. Aquenfis Epifcopi apoflolice 
fedis Nuncii quem eo quod nofter eft ligeus & rtia- 
gis nobis acceptus ultra omnes alios pro hac mate- 
ria inantea profequentcs uberius profperari afFeftamus 
aliqualiter moderari ac moderationem iliam Statute 
praedifto aut aliis in. contrariuiti ordinatis non obftan- 
tibus fieri 8c tolerari a fefto concepcionis beate Marie 
ultimo praetcrito ad proximum Parliamentum noftrum 
locum tenere 8c efFeftum fortiri & gerere Volentcs 
formam & tenorem moderacionis & tolerancie praedic- 
tarum Vobis miferimus brevi noftro Vobis inde nuper 
direfto interclufos mandantes quod pro inviolabiii & 
inconcufla obfervacione moderacionis hujufmodi per 
tanti temporis fpacium tolerande partes veftras quatc- 
nus ad officium veftrum attinet paftorale adhiberetis 
folicitas & difcretas 8c ulterius ceteris confratribus Co- 
epifcopis & SufFraganeis veftris Cant, provincie mo- 
deracionem praediftam per literas veftras praemiflbrum 
ferlem continentes in hac parte debite conficiend. cum 
omni celeritatc qua commode potuiftetis intimaretis et 
notificaretis ac teneri & obfervari decr.anderetis ; Qui- 
bufdam famen certis de caufis coram nobis per proefa- 
turn Epifcopum Aquenfem expofitis & declaratis nos 

intime 
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iotime movcntibus moderacionem 8c toleranciam hujuA 
modi Statuti ufque ad feftum Pafche proxime futurum 
$c ab inde ufque ad idem feflum tunc proxime fequens 
locum tenere & in omnibus efFedum fortiri & gerere 
yolumusy & ideo vobis mandamus quod pro debita ob- 
fervacione moderacionis hujufmodi ufque , ad diftum 
poftcrius feftum Pafche tolerande partes veftras quate* 
nus ad officium veftrum paftorale noveritis pertinere 
adhibeatis folicitas & difcretas, & ulterius ceteris con- 
fratribus Coepifcopis & SufFraganeis veftris Cantuar. 
Provincie moderacionem praediftam cujus tenorem vo- 
bis mittimus prafentibus interclufum per literas veftras 
prasmifTorum feriem continentes in hac parte debite 
conficiend. cum omni ccleritate qua commode pote- 
ritis iutimetls 8c notificetis ac teneri & obfervari de- 
mandcds : injungentes eifdem ex parte noflra quod fin- 
ffuli eorum hujufmodi moderacionem per literas fuas 
^b forma qua decet fimiliter conficiend. aliis prselatijj 
&^cl.ero fuarum dioc. publice intimari & notificari ac 
teneri & fervari fac. fub.periculo quod incumbit priore 
loandato.noftro pracdifto non obftante. T. meipfo apud 
Cpycfktr. decimo fcxto die Januarii anno regni noftri 
vicefimc) fecundo. Tenor vero cedule de qua praefer- 
tur fequitur in hec verba. Quantum ad moderacio- 
nem contenforum fub ftatuto talis prout fequitur eft 
Domini noftri Regis intencio quod ob honorem Dei 8c 
fanfte Romane Ecclefie & propter praecipuam afFecci« 
onem quam obtinet penes Dominum noftrum Summum 
Pontificem modernum cpntemplacione eciam Reverendi 
Patris Domini Petri Dei gracia Aquenfis Epifcopi apo- * 
ftollce fedis Nuncii quem eo quod fuus ^ft ligeus & 
magis fibi acceptus affeftat ultra omoes alios pro hac 
materia inantca profequentes uberius profpeii-ari noa 
obftante ftatuto vel aliis in contrarium ordinatis toler^- 
bitur ufque ad proximum Parliamentum prout infcrius 
eft infcriptum. In primis videlicet quantum ad digai- 
tates epifcopales cum vacuerint expeftato congruo 
tempore pro eleccionum in Curia reprefentacione Sum- 
mus Pontifex provideat.elefto fi Rex. pro ep fcripferit 
vel alter! Domini noftri Regis Jigeo iibi grato & ac- 

cep^o. 
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cepto. Item quantum ad provifion^m in Cithedra- 
libus & collegiatis ecclefiis providebit Summus Ponti- 
fex Cardinalibus vel aliis Anglicis de tribus de cetero 
vacaturis in fingulis ecclefiis fupradiftis fub hac forma 
quod port provifionem unam auftoritate papali ha- 
beat Ordinarius fecundam & fie viciffim quotifque per 
fedem apoftolicam fafta fit in tribus provifio in reliquis 
autem vacaturis penes Ordinarium romanebit col- 
lacio. Set tamen Dominis Cardinalibus non provi- ' 
debitur de dignitatibus eleftivis quibufcunque nee 
principalibus in collegiatis vel aliquibus beneficiis cu- • 
ratis feu refidenciam yel perfonale afdminiftracioijis 
exercicium de jure vel confuetudine requirentibiis : Ali- 
quibus tamen alienigenis nifi Cardinalibus infra regnum 
nuUatenus providebit. Item quantum ad provifiones 
de collacionibus Ordinariorum vel aliorum fpiritualium 
patronorum extra ecclefias metropoliticas cathedrales 
& coUegiatas Summus Pontifex de beneficiis de cetero 
vacaturis habeat provifiones de primo vacaturo & Or- 
dinarius vel Patronus Spiritualis de fecundo vacaturo 
& fie fiet viciffim ufque ad finem Pafche prox. futur. 
& ab inde ufque ad idem feftum tunc proxime fequens. 
Ifta tamen tolerancia quantum ad provifiones per 
fedem apoftolicam faciend. in beneficiis poft dat. prae- 
fencium vacaturis lantummodo locum obtinebit titulis 
& pofleffione antea obtinenciqm in omnibus femper 
falvis. Quocirca vobis committimus & mandamus 
quatinus praemifla omnia & fingula in diftis brevi Sc 
cedula content, in veftiis civitate & dioc. Uteris veftris 
intimetis 8c notificetis ac moderacionem in di6Va cedula 
cxprefliatam in perfona veftra tcneatis & obfervetis. 
Vobis etiam ex parte regia injungentes quod modera- 
cionem hujufinodi a Prelatis & Clero di^tarum veftra- 
rum civitatis & dioc. teneri faciatis & eciam obfervari, 
feriemque & tenorem brevis & cedule proedift, de & 
fuper moderacione hujufmodi de qua prasfertur uni- 
vcrfis & fingulis confratribus Coepifcopis & Suffraga- 
^ neis noftris noftre Cantuarien. provincie per literas 
veftras patentes praemifibrum feriem continentes in hac 
pane conficiend. cum omni cekritace qua commodo 

potueritia 
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potuerltis edam intimetis & notificetis ac teneri & ob* 
fervari demandetis. Injungentes eifdem ex parte regia 
quod fiDguli eorum hujumiodi moderacioQem per li* 
teras fuas fub forma qua decet fimiliter conficiend. aliis 
Prelatis & Clero fuarum civitatum & dioc. publice in- 
timari & noiific^ri ac .teneri & obfervari faciant prout 
& fecuadum quod tenores & efFe£tus brevis 8c cedule 
prsdiftorumi in fe exigunt et requirunt. Dat. in ma- 
nerio noflro de Otteford decimo quarto die menfis Fe- 
bruarii Anno Domini MiUefimo Trecentefimo Nonage- 
£mo 0£lavo & noflre Conf. Anno Secundo. Quarum 
quidem literarum au<floritate vobis omnia 8c fingula 
in didlis Uteris contenta feriemque & tenorem brevis & 
ceduie praedi(^. de 8c fuper moderacione hujufmodi de 
qua praefertur per has literas noftras patentes prsemif- 
forum feriem continentes cum ea qua decuit reverencia 
intimamus & notificamus jslc per vos fecundn^Bi formam 
& efFeftum eorundem brevis & cedule teneri & obfer- 
vari mandamus injungentes vobis ex parte regia quod 
hujufmodi moderacionem per literas veftras fub forma 
qua decet conficiend. Prelatis 8c Clero veftrarum ci- 
vitat 8c dioc. publice nunciari 8c notificari ac teneri 8c 
obfervari facialis prout & fecundum quod tenores & 
efFeftus brevis & cedule praediftorum nee non literarum 
Reverendiffimi Patris Domini Archiepifcopi antedifti in 
fe exigunt & requirunt. ' Dat. fub figillo noftro in 
manerio noftro de Wykham die vicefimo quarto menf. 
Februar. Anno Domini MiUefimo Trecentefimo Nona* 
gefimo Oftavo 8c noftre Conf. Anno Decimo Oftavo. 
Auftoritate igitur Utfcrarum praediftarum vobis com- 
mittimus & mandamus quatinus omnia & fingula in 
diftis Uteris contenta feriemque & tenorem brevis & 
cedule praedift. de & fuper moderacione hujufmodi 
Prelatis & clero in noftra Civitate & Archidiaconatu 
Wynton. conftitutis publice duncietis & notificetis. In- 
jungentes vobis ex parte regia quod hujufmodi mode- 
racionem in perfona veftra teneatis & obfervetis ac eciam 
a Prelatis & Clero in diftis civitate & Archidiaconatu 
teneri & obfervari faciatis prout & fecunduitt quod 

tenores 
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ceaores & effeftus brevis & cedule ac literarum prse- 
diflarum in fe exiguat & requirunt. Dat. &c. 

N° XVI. 

Ex Libro Endcntiarum Ecclefiae Cathedralis Winton. 

N*L Fol. i8. 
Dc Cantaria Wilhelmi Wykeham Epifcopi Wyntoa* 

UNIVERSIS Sanftas Matris Ecclefiae filiis pra> 
feates literas infpefturis, Thomas miferatione 
divina Ecclefiae Cathedralis Wyntonise Prior humilis 
& ejufdem lod Conventus, Salutem itt eo qui eft om- 
nium vera falus. Noverit Univerfitas veftra quod cum 
Reverendus in Chrifto Pater & Dominus Dominus 
Wiihelmus de Wykeham Wynton. Epifcopus noftri 
Prioratus Patronus, divinae remunerationis intuitu & 
pro ipfius animae falute, in noftri Prioratus exoneratio- 
nem multimodam & perpetuum relevam^n, quoddaox 
corrodium five prasftationem annuam de domo Priora- 
tus ecclefiae noftrae Sanfti Swithuni Prioratui de Ha- 
mele in theRys in Com. Sutht. valoris annul decem li- 
brarum 8c amplius primitus debit, poftmodumque in 8c 
ad Cuftodem Socios & Scolafes Col. beatae Mariae pro- 
pe civitatem Wynton. Seynte Marie College of Wyn- 
chcftre vulgar! ter nuncupati, & ipforum Collegium per 
Venerabilem_ Patrem antediftum noviter fundaii, aufto- 
ritate apoftolica & regia legitime & efFeftualiter tranf- 
lat. per eofdem Cuftodem Socios & Scolares procurai- 
verit 8c fecerit nobis et fuccefforibus noftris remitti ac 
in perpetuum relaxari : Idemque Reverendus Pater 
quendam annuum redditum quadraglnta quinqve foli- 
dorum 8c quatuor denariorum de manerio de Weft- 
iheones, quod quondam fuit Philippi de Marmeon, 
al. di6l. Attehalle, exeuntem Nobis & Prioratui nof- 
tro dederit & concefferit pro perpetuo, ac etiam fuam 
& noftram ecclefiam Wynton. ipfius gravibus fumptibus 
& expcnfis decentiflime & honeftiffime a fundamentls 
reparaverit ac etiam renovaverit, ac nobis & ecclefiae 
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pradift. ad Dei laudem pariter & honorem venimenta 
& alia ornamenta quamplurima ex fuac devotionis fer- 
vore contulerit : Nos igitur volentes Reverendo Patri 
antedifto, per quem & cujus interventu tanta beneficia 
adcpti fumus & favorabiliter coDfecuti, grata viciiStu- 
dinc refpondere, nonnullaque alia bona fpiricualla 8c 
temporalia Nobis & Prioratui noftro & ecclefia^ noftrsfe 
praediftse a difto Reverendo Patre magfiifice fafta 
pariter 8c impenfa ipfiufque favores multiplices aliqui- 
bus bonis fpiritualibus 8c orationum fufFragiis pro viri- 
bus compenfare, concedimus 8c bona fide prom'ittimus 
pro nobis 8c fucceflbribus nodris firmiter in animas 
.noftras praefato Reverendo Patri Domino Wilhelmo 
noftro Epifcopo pariter 8c Patrono, quod omnia fequen- 
tia & fubfcripta pro falute animae fuae ac progenitoruoi 
.& benefaftorum ejufdem perpetuis futuris temppribus 
faciemus & obfervabimus, eaque fic fieri & obfer- 
vari prout inferius contlnetur inviolabiliter faciemus. 
In primis vid. quod Reverendus Pater antedidlus in 
capella in qua fuam elegit fepulturam infra Ecclefiam 
Cath. fupradiftam in navi ejufdem ex parte aiiftrali 
iituat. habebit tres monachos noflri convent us tres 
miflas pro eo & fuis benefaftoribus cotidie fpecialiter 
celebrantes, debebuntque eaedem miflae modo quo fe- 
quitur perpetualiter celebrari. Prima mifla vid. tarn 
in asftate quam yeme fummo mane^ quae erit de SanAa 
Marja ; alias vero duo mifTas die magis lucefcente de 
fanftis aut de temporal! fecundum devotionem cele- 
brantium dicentur, hora tertia vid. five fexta : quo- 
rum quidem monachorum taliter ut praefertur celc'- 
brantium pro eodem Reverendo Patre dum fuperftes 
fuerit unufquifque in qualibet ejus mifTa dicat banc 
coUeft, Rege quaefumus, pro ipfius Reverendi Patris 
.flatus incojjimitate, ac orationem Deus cui proprium, 
pro animabus patris & matris & benefaftorum Reve- 
rend! Patris Epifcopi fupradifti. Poftquam vero idem 
Reverendus Pater fubtraftus fuerit ab hac luce loco 
colleft. Rege quaefumus, de qua praefertur, dicetur pro 
eodem Reverendo Patre oratio Deus qui inter apo^ 
ftolico9, flpgulariter pro eodem. Quibus quidem 
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ni(machis flc ut praefertnr celebrantibus Prior qui tunc 
eft, & qui pro tempore erit,,fiQguUs diebus tres dena- 
rtoSy lid. cuiiibet eorum uhum denarium bonse & ufu- 
alts monetas fideliter miniftrabit. Sacrifla etiam ecde- 
Gst fupradiAae inveniet eifdem tribus monachis omnia 
offida mUTac neceflaria vid. patioiii & Tinum, librum & 
calicem, veftimenta, luminaria aitaris, palla, & ouaecun- 
que in bac parte omameota alia re^uifita. Concedimus 
infuppr pro nobis & fuccefToribus noftris, quod pueri 
elemofinariap de elemofina difti Prioratus noftri viven- 
tes qualibetnofte perpetuis futuris temporibus addic- 
tam capellam in qua corpus difti Reverendi Patriscum 
in fata deceiSt difponitur tumulari, cantabunt in hono- 
re beatat Maria Virginis Antiphonam Salve Regina, 
vel AveRigina, & confequenter dicent Pfalmum dc 
Profundis cum Oratione Fidelium, vel Inclina, pro 
animabufi patris & s^tris di^i reverendi Patris, ac pro 
anima difti Patris cum ab hac luce fubtraftus fuerit, & 
animabus omnium fidelium defunftorum Pro prae- 
miffis vero Nos Prior praedifttis & fucceflbres noftri 
Priores qui pro tempore fueriat folvemus& folvent Ele- 
mofinario diAae domus annuatim ad opus 8c utiUtatem 
diftorum puerorum fex fdidos & ofto denarios in fefto 
Annunciationis beatas Marias Virginis in perpetuum. 
Volumus eiiam & concedimus pro nobis & fuccefToribus 
noftris in perpetuum, quod die Sabbati cujuflibet fepti- 
manae futurae monachi Prioratus noftri in ordine faccr- 
douli conftituti, fani valentes & difpofiti ad celebran- 
duai> ordinentur & intitulentur in tabula feriatim ad 
celebrandum miflas praediAas cotidie per feptimanam 
tunc feque^tem, & fi cui de di£lis monachis fubita in- 
firmitas ipter horam matutinarum & miffae hujufmodi 
celebrand. vei prius accefferit, feu allud impedimentum 
legitimum occurrerit> ita quod fic ut praefertur cele- 
brare non poifit, tund de ipfa infirmitate feu impedi- 
mento, Priorem, Suppriorem vel tertium Priorem prae--' 
muaiet, ipfeque iic prasmunitus altum ad celebrandum 
ut praefertur efFeftualiter fubrogabit, miffaque hujuf- 
modi celebrabitur per eundem. Ad quae omnia & iin- 
gula^ facienda implenda & fideliter obfervanda obli- 
c gamu5 ' 
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gamus nos fucceflbrcs & Prioratum noftros praedifto? 
& omnia bona Prioratus noftri praedifti praefato Vene- 
rabili Patri ac ipfius heredibus & executoribus ac 
diftriftioni & cohercioni cujufcumque judids noftri ec- 
clcfiafti vcl ctiam fecularis. In quorum omnium tefti- 
monium figillum noftnim commune prafentibus appo- 
fuimus, Dat. in domo noftra capitulari Wjmton, de- 
cimo fexto die menfis Augufti Anno Domini Millefimo 
Quadringenteiimo Quarto. 

N^ XVII. 
TEST AMENTUM 

W. WtkeHam Epifcopi Wynton. 

E Regiftro Arundel in Archivis Lamethanis. 

Part. I. FoL 2i5*-2i8. 

CoUatum cum Exemplari in Vetcri Regiftro. CoB. 
Winton. 

IN nomine & honore fiimmae 8c individual Trinitatis 
Patris 8c Filii & Spiritus Sanfti. Amen. Quia 
omnequod fit in tempore, in tempore corrumpetur, & 
quodlibet mortale vivens paulatim dilabitur 8c deficit, 
donee veniat ad ultimum defectum, qui eft mors ; & 
nefcio quamdiu fubfiftam, & quando toilet me Faftor 
meuSy eo quod cun^lis diebus quibus nunc milito ex- 
peAo donee veniat iminutatio mea ; hac meditatione 
gravi&continuafolllcitus &pul(atus egoWrLHELMUs 
Wtkeham, Altiffimo permittente, humilis Minifter 
Ecclefias Cathedralis Wynton. licet indignus, non po- 
nens fpem meam in praefentis vitas brevitate, quse eft 
vapor ad modicum parens 8c fubito tranfiens, fciens me 
de hac valle miferiac neceflario receflurum, fed diem & 
horam exitus mei ignorans^ ac cupiens mea noviffima 
praevidere priufquam vadam iad eum qui me mifit, ad 
honorem Plafmatoris mei & Domini Jefu Chrifti Filii 
Dei, & pro falute animae meae, & pro remiflione omni- 
um 
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ttm deliftoruin & peccatorum meorum, Test amen- 
tum meum five ultimam voluntatem meam fana mentc 
& puro corde, condo,'ordino, & facio in hunc modum. 

Im prim is lego & recommendo Animam meam om ni- 
potcnti Deo, Plafmatori & Saltatori meo, qui earn cre- 
avit ex nichilo ; humillimo corde ipfius clementiam 
deprecans & requirens ut eam per debitum magna ml- 
fericordiae fuae in focietate Eleftorum fuorum coUocare 
dignetur. 

Item lego Corpus meum, cum ab hac luce migra- 
vero, tradendum ecclefiafticae fepulturae in medio cujuf- 
dam Capellae in Na\d didfae Ecclefiae ex parte auftrali 
ejufdem per me de novo conftruftse. 

De Bonis autem meis, quae michi contulit dementia 
Salvatoris, fie difpono, volo, ordino & lego, viz. Quod 
ultra & praeter expenfas ad honorem & laudem Dei 
ratione funeris mei, Servi fui, faciendas, quas committo 
difpofitioni, ordinationi, & difcretioni Executorurii & 
Amicorum meorum, omnia debita mea quaecunque 
quibufcunque perfonis ex quacunque caufa vel occafio- 
ne fint debita, plene & integre perfolvantur abfque 
difficultate, contradiAione, impedimento feu dilatione 
aliquali : et deinde Legata fubfcripta Legatariis qul^ 
buKunque plene & integre perfolvantur : de quibus 
Tero onero confcientias Executorum meorum, quod 
ipfi Executores mei omnia 8c fingula fubfcripta, fpeci- 
ficata & legata, plene, bene, fideliter & integre, abfque 
defalcatione, fubftradlione, feu diminutione quacunque 
faciant & exequantur in omnibus, prout ipfi inde re- 
fpondere voluerint coram fummo Judice Domino meo 
Jefu Chrifto, 

Item lego, volo & ordino, quod in cafiro, manerio, 
villa, feu loco alio quocunque in quo me mori conti- 
gerit, Executores mei donent & diftribuant paupe* 
ribus debilioribus 8c magis indigentibus perfonis de mc 
in vita & epifcopatu meo tenentibus ibidem, & in omni 
loco per quem contigerit corpus meum deferri ufque 
ad Ecclefiam meam Winton, ad orandum pro falute 
animae meae cuilibet ipforum pauperum tenentium 
quatuor denarios, & cuUibet alteri^ eleemofynam pro 
c 2 amore 
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amore Dei petenti, duos denarios, vel uiium denarrum 
ad minus, juxta difcrelioaem & ordlaatlonem ipforum 
Executorum meorum. 

Item volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mei 
donent & diftribuant, die fepulturae corporis mei, cui- 
libet pauperi indigenti venienti apud Wintou. & elee- 
mofyaam pro amore Dei & falute animac meas petetiti, 
quatQor denarios. 

Item lego Duccntas Libras dividendas inter paupereaf 
prifonas * in prifonis dc Newgate in London^ Marefcal- 
ciae Regis, Wolvefeye, Winton. Oxon, Berks. Gulde- 
forde, Veteris & Novx Sarum, pro amore Dei, & pro 
falute animas meas. 

Item, Quia Deus decorem domus (ux 8c locum ha- 
bitationis fuas diligit, ad honorem & laudem ipHus Dei, 
& Domini noflri Jefu Chrifti, & fanftae Mariae matrix 
fuae* Apoftolorumque ejus Petri & Pauli, Be PatronO- 
rum ecclefiac meac praediftae, nee non San6lorum Birini, 
Swythuniy Eddas 8c Ethelwddi, quorum corpora & 
reliquiae in difla continentur ecclefia ; volo & ordino 
quod Executores mei corpus iive medium eccIeAae fu- 
pradifhe inter alas auilralem & borealem, ab oftio oc- 
cidental chori ejufdem eccleiiae deorfum ufque ad fi- 
iiem occidentalem ejuiHem ecclefiae, in muris, fene(lri» 
& valto, honefte & honorifice, conformiter & decanter 
fecundum exigentlam, formamque & modum no^d ope- 
ns alarum praediftarum nunc incepti, nee non & eafdem 
alas per idem fpatium in longitudine refici faciant, ac 
delnte reparari ufque ad fummam Duarum Millium & 
Quingentarum-Marcarum,. fi tantum expendi oporteat 
in opere fupradifto, pro completione & confummatioftc 
cjufdem, juxta tnodum & formam fuperius limitat. 
Hijs tamen conditionibus fervatis in prsemiffis, quod 
Prior & Conventus ecclefi« fupradiftae inveniant to- 
tum fcafTaldum ad opus praediiSum necef&rium, feu 
etiam opportunum ; ac quod gratis & libere permit- 
tant & fuftineant calcem & zabulum de terris & quar- 
reris eorum, ac hominum & tenentium fuorum, ubi 
melius ac utilius, pro celeriori ac feliciori difti operis 
^xpeditione, Executores mei viderint expedire, ad hu- 

* jufmodi 

* Fori40, prifonar. i. e. priibnatws. 
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jsfmodi novum opus diftac ecdefiae, fodi, cariari, & 
abduci per operarios, a me vel Executoribus meis ad 
hoc deputando$, quoufque opus hujufmodi fie ut prae- 
n^ktitur totalker compleatur ; ita etiam, quod lapides, 
plumbuni, ferramcnta, meremium, vitrum, & quaecun- 
quc alia materia vcteri& operis ejufdem ecclefi* iategrc 
oedat, remaaeat^ & convertatur ia ufum, auxilium & 
Utilitatem novi operis fupradifti, Volo etiam & or- 
dino quod difpofitio & ordinatio hujufmodi novi 
operis fiaut per Masidrum Wilhelmum Winford, & 
alios fufficientes, diicretos, & in arte ilia approbatos, 
ab Execucoribus meis^ fi oportuerit, deputandos : ac 
quod Dominus Simon Membury nunc di(5li operis 
Supervifor nee npn & Solutpr, fit etiam Solutor & 
Supervifor in futurum, durante opere fupradifto, per 
fiipervifiim, teftiinonium & contra-rotulationem fratris 
Johannis Wayte diftae ecclefiae meae Commonachi, 
nuncque ex parte diftorum Prioris, & Conventus Con-^ 
tra-rotulatoris operis fiipradifti, dum modo fanus & in- 
columis fuerit, & circa hoc laboiare potuerit : alio- 
quin ipfo deficiente, feu laborare non valentc, per fu- 
pervifum^ teAimonium & contra-rotulationem alterius 
diftae ecclefiae Commonachi, in hac parte difcreti fuf- 
ficientis & ydonei ad hoc per diftos Priorem & Con- 
ventum capitulariter eligendi, durante opere memorato. 
Quodque folutiones pro diftis operibus fiant de tem- 
pore ad tempus per ordinationem, difpofitionem & 
difcretionem omnium Executorum meorum, vel ad 
minus quinque de iifdem, de fideliter adminiftrando 
coram infinuante Teftamcntum meum hujufmodi jura- 
iorum. 

Item lego pro feneftris tarn fuperioribus quam infe- 
rioribus partis auflralis ecclefiae praediftae per me repa- 
jatae, bene & honefte & decenter juxta ordinationem 
& difpofitionem Executorum meorum vitriandis, 
Quiagentas Marcas. Et volo quod fiant hujufmodi 
feneftrae vitreae incipiendo in fine occidentali ecclefiac 
praediftae in novo opere per me fafto feriatim & in 
ordine ufque ad completionem ac confummationem 
omnium feneftrarum difti novi operis partis auftralis 
c 3 antediftae 
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antediftae. £t fi quid tunc de difla fumma reman- 
ferit non expenditum» volo quod circa feneftras alae 
borealis totaliter expendatur, indpiendo in fine occi- 
dentali ad primam feneftram novi operis per me fafti, 
& fic continuando verfus pr.rtem orientalem, prout de 
parte auftrali fuperius fpecialiter ordinavi. 

Item lego Domino meo Regi unum par pelviom 
argent. & deaurat. cum rofis duplicatis fcalptls in 
fundo earundem. Et remitto eidem Domino meo 
Regi Quingentas Libras de pecunia a me mutuo r&- 
ccpta per eundem. 

Item lego Domino meo Archiepifcopo Cantuarienfi 
unum anulum aureum cum lapide de ruby. Item 
unum par precum de auro applenfum ad unum monile de 
auro, habens haec verba infculpta, ** I H C est 
Amor meus/' Item unum difcum eleemofynarium 
argenteum & novum formaium ad modum navis. 

Item lego Succeffbri meo in Epifcopatu meo Win- 
ton meliorem Librum meum de Officio Pontifical!, qui in- 
cipit in fecundo folio ** Dicant excepto." Item meliorem 
librum meum miflalem ; qui incipit in fecundo folio 
poft Kalendare ** Tum Angelum." Item lego eidem 
Succeffbri meo majorem anulum meum, aureum, pon- 
tificalera, cum lapide de faphiro circumdato 8c ornato 
cam quatuor baleys & duobus parvis diamandis, ac 
undecim margaritis. Item calicem meum meliorem 
deauratum & amelatum in pede cum ymaginibus de 
Paffione. Item Ponfere meum meliorem operatum 8c 
omatum cum novem t aleys & cxlj margaritis. 

Item lego Reverendo in Chrifto Pacri Domino Ro- 
berto Dei gratia London. Epifcopo majorem leftum 
meum.rubeum de ferico, qui pendere folet in majori 
camera Palatii Winton, cum toto apparatu tjufdem, ac 
totam feiHiam de tapetis rubeis camcrac praediftae, qui- 
bus uti foleo cum eodem lefto ibidem. 

Item lego Ecclefiae meae Winton. veftimentum me- 
um novum de blodio panno, virgato 8c operato cum 
leoiubus de auro, cum viginti capis de eodem panno 
auritVigiatis cum hiftoria de JefTe. Item lego eidem 
ccclefiae meae unum vas de berillo, ordinatum pro 

corporct 
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. oorpore Chrifti. Item un^m crucem de auro cum reB • 
quiis de ligno Dominico. 

Item lego Priori ecclefiae mcx praediftac ad oran- 
dnm pro anima mea unum cyphum argenteum deaura- 
tum cum cooperculo, 8c unum aquarium argenteum 
deauratum, pretii amborum Viginti Librarum. 

Item lego fingulis Monachis ejufdem ecclefiae in 
ordine facerdotali conflitutis ad orandum proanima 
mea Quinque Marcas ; cuilibet autem Monacho ejuf- 
dem ecclefiae non Prefbytero, in minoribus ordinibus 
conftituto, lego Quadrajginta Solidos ad orandum pro 
anima mea. 

Item lego CoUegio meo Oxon. mitram meam & ba- 
culum meum paftoralem^ ac dalmaticas & fandalia 
mea. 

Item lego CoUegio meo Winton. aliam mitram 
meam planam, aurifrigiatam, ac bibliam meam ufiia- 
lem. Item librum vocatum ** Catholicon." Item librum 
vocatum " Rationale Divinorum." Item librum voca- 
tum " Florarium Bartholomaei." Item librum de Vita 
Sanfti Thomae, vocatum " Thomas." Item librum 
vocatum " Pars Oculi." 

Item lege Cuftodi Coll. mei Oxon. Decern Marcas 
& unum cyphum argenteum deauratum cum coopercu- 
lo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, pret^ 
amborum Viginti Marcarum : quem quidem cyphum 
cum cooperculo & aquarium volo difto Cuftodi & 
fuis in ipfius officio Succeflbribus ad ufiim fuum & 
difti Collegii pro pei-petuo remanere. 

Item lego 'cuilibet Socio perpetuo ejufdem Coll. in 
ordine facerdotali conftituto Viginti Sex Solidos & , 
Gfto Denarios j cuilibet autem Socio non Prefl^ytero 
in facris ordinibus conftituto Viginti Solidos ; cuilibet 
vero Socio in minoribus ordinibus conftituto Sexdecim 
Solidos Ofto Denarios ; ac unicuique Scholari ejufdem 
Coll. infra probationis annos exiftenti, dum tamen fte- 
terit per annum in CoUegio poftquam receptus fuerit 
in verum & perpetuum Socium ejufdem, Trefdecim 
•Solidos Quatuor Denarios Sterlingorum. 

c 4 Item 
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Item l^o cuilibet CapeUano coodudido CapelJfle 
Coll. mei Oxon per biennium continuum a die mortis 
meaemoram in diito Coll. facienti, & divina celebraati 
, in eodem, Viginti Solidos. £t volo, ordino, & difpo- 
no, quod fingulis diebus a die Bwrds mese ootse ia < 
di£lo Coll. ufque ad diem folempaitatis fepulturs sieas 
& per quadraginta dies ex tunc immediate fequentes 
dicatur in communi in Capella ipiius CoU. com acta 
oiEcium mortuorum ac miflk folempnis de Requiem 
pro anima mea, & aoimabus omnium fideliom de- 
fundorum. 

Item lego Decern Libras dividendas & diftribo^i- 
das inter Clericos & Choriftas Capellas diAt Coll. 
Oxon. ac Servientes intrincecos communes ipfius Coll. 
juxta difcretionem Cuftodis Vicecuflodis & Burfari- 
orum Collegii memorati. 

Item lego Cuftodi Coll. mei Winton. Decern Mar- 
cas & unum cyphum argenteum deauratum, cum coo« 
perculo, & unum aquarium argenteum deauratum, 
pretii amborum Viginti Marcarum. Quern qukiem 
cyphum cum coopcrculo & aquario volo difto Cuftodi 
& fuis in ipfius officio SuccefToribus ad ufum fuum & 
difti Coll. pro perpetuo rcmanere. 

Item lego cuilibet Socio perpetuo Prefbytero ejuf- 
dem Coll. mei Winton. Viginti Sex Solidos & Ofto 
Denarios ; cuilibet autem CapeUano conduftitio Ca- 
pellx Coll. mei juxta Winton. Viginti Solidos: ac 
Magiftro Thomae Romfeye Inftruftori Scholarium Coll. 
prasdifti Centum Solidos, Sub-inftruftori vero five 
Hoftiario Viginti Solidos. Et volo quod fmgulis die- 
bus a die mortis mex ufque ad diem folempnitatis fe- 
pulturae mese, & per quadraginta dies extunc immedia* 
te fequentes dicatur in communi in Capella di£tt Coll, 
Winton. cum nota oificium mortuorum & mifla fo- 
lempnis de Requiem pro falute animae mex & omnium 
fidelium defunftorum. 

Item lego cuilibet Scholari Coll. mei Winton. Sex 
Solidos 8c Ofto Denarios. 

Item lego Decern Marcas Sterlingorum dividendas 
& diftribuendas inter Clericos & Choriftas difti Coll. 

Winton. 
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iVtatoa. ac Servients iatrincecos communes ipfilis 
C<AL ju&ta difcrettonem Caftcxlis Vkecuftodis & Bur- 
fmocum CoU. memorati. 

Item lego Fabricac Ecclefiae Sarum Vi^ti Libras 
pro exequiis die obitus mei, & die tricefimo a tempore 
mortis meas^ inter ipfius ecclefiag Canonicos & Minif- 
ti^os^folempnker cdebrandis. 

It£M lego Abbati Mooafterii de Hyda ad oraodum 
pro atiiqia mea anum cyphum argenteum deauratum 
cum cooperculo, pretii Decern Librarum : & cuilibet 
Monacho ejufdem Monafterii io ordine facerdotali coa- 
fttcttto QuadragiQta Soltdos, cuilibet vero aheri didi 
Mooafterii Monacho in min(»-ibus ordinibus conftituto 
Vig^nti Solidosy ad orandum pro anUna mea. 

Item lego Abbaciilk Monafterii SanAae Marias 
Winton.,Quinque Marcas Sterlingorum ; cuilibet au* 
tern MoQ^ali ejuldem Moaafterii lego TreTdectm Solidos 
Quatuoi- Denarios. 

It£M lego Priori 8c Conventui Beatas Marias de 
Overe in Suthwerk meorum Patfonatus & Diocefios 
pro reparatione eccleilas ipforum & ad orandum pro 
anima mea Quadraginta Libras Sterliogorum in qui* 
bus michi teaentur. 

Item lego Abbati & Conventui dc Waverle meorum 
Patronatus 8c Diocefios ad orandum pro anima mea 
Decern Libras. 

Item lego Abbathiae de Tychefeld, meorum Patro- 
natus & Diocefios uaum par veftimentorum cum 
calice. 

Item lego Priori & Conventui de Tan ton mei Pa- 
tronatus Bathonienfis Diocefios ad orandum pro ani- 
ma mea Centum Marcas Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Abbatiflas Monafterii Monalium de 
Romefeye Quinque Marcas Sterlingorum 

Item lego Felic. Aas * Moniali ejjafdem Monafterii 
Centum Solidos ; cuilibet vero alteri Moniali ejufdem 
Monafterii lego Trefdeclm Solidos & Quatuor Dcni' 
rios. 

. * Ays.Kejiftr. AruAdel* 

Item 



xlii APPENDIX. 

Item lego Abbatiflk & Conventui ejufdem Mona* 
ftcrii pro reparationc ecclefiac fuae & clauftri ejufdem 
Monaftcrii Quadraginta Libras Sterlingorum in qui- 
bns michi nunc ex mutuo tenentur. 

Item lego Fabricae Ecclefiae Parochialis ibidem 
Viginti Marcas. 

Item lego Abbatiflfe & Conventui de Wherewell 
ad orandum pro anima mea Viginti Marcas. 

Item lego Priori & Conventui Sanfti Dionyfii juxta 
Suthampton ad reparandura & emendandum defefVus 
ccclefiae ipforum Viginti Marcas. • 

Item lego Prioriflk & Conventui de Wynteney ad 

orandum pro anima mea Decern Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Priori & Conventui de Taurigge mea^ 

Diocefios ad orandum pro anima mea Centum So- 

lidos. 

Item lego ad diftribuendum inter Fratres & Soro- 
res ac Pauperes Hofpitalis Sanfti Thomae in Suthwerk 
ad orandum pro anima mea juxta difcretionem Execu- 
torum meorum Decem Marcas. 

Item lego Hofpi tali Sanftae Crucis juxta Winton. 
unum par veAimentorum cum calice, 8c unum par 
pelvium argent, cum f Peer de Molyn fculptis in 
£undo earundem ad modum crucis. 

Item lego Hofpitali Sanfti Nicholai de Portefmuth 
unum par veftimentorum cum calice. 

Item, lego Ecclefiae Beatae Mariae Suthampton 
unum par veftimentorum cum calice. 

Item lego Collegio Sanftae Elizabethae unum par 
pelvium argent, cum ymagine Sandi Martini fedente in 
equo fculpt. in fundo eai^undem^ ac duos, urciolos ar- 
genteos ad ufum fummi altaris ibidem. 

Item lego Hofpitali Sanftae Mariae Magdalenae pro- 
pe Civitatem Winton. pro reparatione ecclefiae ac do* 
morum & tenementorum ejufdem Hofpitalis Centum 
Solidos. 

Item lego Sororibus Hofpitalis Elecmofynariae Ec- 
clefiae meae Sanfti Swythuni Quadraginta Solidos inter 
ipfas asqualiter dividendos ad orandum pro anima mea. 
f Fer dc Moulin ; /. e. The Iron of a Mill j a Bearing in Heraldry, 

Item 
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Item lego Ecclefiae de Hameldon unuip portifo- 
rium Capells mes juxta eleAionem & difcretioneni: 
iExecutorum meorum, 8c unum calicem. 

It£m lego confimili mode Ecclefix de Eftmeone 
unum aliud portiforium di£tse Capellas meae & unum 
calicem. 

Item lego cuilibet Ecclefiarum fubfcriptarum, viz. 
Wyt^eney, Farnham, Chiriton, Havonte, & Burghclcre* 
mei Patronatus, unum veftimentum integrum viz. pro 
Sacerdote, Diacono, & Sub-diacono^ cum capa etiam 
& uno calice. 

Item lego cuilibet Ecclefiarum fubfcriptarum viz. 
Fallegh, Crawle, Alwardftoke, South-Waltham, & 
Drokenesford, meorum Patronatus & Diocefios, unam 
capam de capis ufualibus in Capella mea juxta difcre- 
tionem Executorum 'meorum, nee non unum calicem. 

Item lego cuilibet Conventui quatuor Ordinum 
Fratrum Mendicantium Civitatis Winton. Decern Mar- 
cas ad orandum pro anima mea. 

Item lego Aliciae Perot confanguineae meae Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Magiftro Johanni Wykeham Reftori 
Ecclefise de Crondale Centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Edithae Ryngebourne confanguineae mese 
pro fe & liberis fuis non maritatis nee promotis Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. 
* Item lego Agneti Wodelok confanguineae meae pro 
fe 8c liberis fuis non maritatis nee promotis Centum 
Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Johannae uxori Wilhelmi Mavyell pro fe 
& liberis fuis non maritatis nee promotis Quadraginta 
Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Edithae uxori Wilhelmi Croyfer confan- 
guineae meae centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Dominac Agneti Sondes confanguineae 
mea pro fe & liberis fuis non iparitatis nee promotis 
Centum Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Thomae Warenner Quinquaginta Mar- 
cas in quibus michi per fpriptum fuum obligatorium 
teaetur. 

iTgM 



xlir APPENDIX. 

Itbm 1<^ Thomas filio 8c hseredi ejufdem Thomas 
ooniiiDguineo meo Viginti Librae Sterliiigorum. 

Item lego Riginald. filio ejafdem Thomas Warea- 
Bcr coofanguineo meo Vigixiti lihras Steriingorum* 

It£ m lego Wilhelmo Ryngeboucfte coafangvuieo 
meo Viginti Libras Scerlingorum. 
. Item johanm Benett de Bottele cooiaiiguiaeo meo 
Viginti Libras Sterlingorum. 

Item lego Magiibo Johanni Wykeham ' Reftori 
Ecclefiae de Biriton pro iocepcione fua in theologia & 
aliis adibus fcholafticis Quinquaginta Libras. 

Item lego Eleoas forori MagiftriNicholai Wykeham 
pro fe Sc liberis fuis non maritatis nee promotis Viginti 
Libras. 

Item lega Sdote Pnrbyk Decern Libras. 

Item lego duobus Capitalibus Jufticiariis Domini 
Reg^, de Banco Domini Regis & de communi Banco, 
cuilibet ipforum unum> anulum aureum cum uno dya- 
mand. vel unum de parvis tablettis ad valorem Centum 
SoUdorum. 

Item lego Domino Wilhelmo Hengford unum anu- 
lum aureum vel unum tablett. ad valorem Centum Soli- 
dorum. 

Item lego Domino Roberto Faryngton unum pfalte- 
rium & unum par precum. 

Item Icgp Johanni Uvedale unum cyphum argen- 
teom vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem M^rcarum. 

Item lego Henrico Popham unum cyphum argen- 
teum vel aliud jocale ad valorem Decem Marcarum. 

Item lego Johanni Chamflour, Nicholao Bray, & 
Stephano Carre, cuilibet ipforum uniun cyphum vel a- 
liud jocale ad valorem Centum Scdidorum. 

Item lego Domino Wilhelmo Savage Reftori Ec- 
clefiSB de Overton Viginti Libras. 

Item Domino Johanni Keton Praecentori Ecckfiae 
Suthampton Viginti Libras. 

Item volo, ordino & lego, quod Executores mci 
donent & diftribuant perfonis in Rotulo huic praefenti 
Teftamento annexo^ & figillo meo figUlato, confcrip- 

tig. 
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thSfVei & fommas m eodem rotulo ipfarum fiagulis de- 
£gaatas ac ctiam Iknitatas. 

Item lego Execatoribus meis onus adminiflratio- 
nis hujus Teflamenti mei in fe fufcipieDtibus fummam 
Mille Librarum inter ipfos squaliter dividendam, no- 
Huoe remimeradoai$ laboris eorundem circa icxccntio- 
nem Teftafoenti praediifti ; ita tasaen, quod nuUus dic- 
torom Executorum meorum quicquam in diA^ fuauna 
percipiat feu partidpet, nifi huJus Teftameml mei 
onus adaiinUhrationis in fe fulceperit ^ admiferity ac de 
fideliter adminiftrando in bonis hu^ofmodi Teftamen- 
turn mcum concemcntibus, coram illo, per quen 
Teflamenti hujus probationem fieri continget, ad 
ian^a Dei Evangelia prsftet corporaliter jorameA- 
ttun. 

.Residuum vero bonorum meorum fuperius son le- 
gatorum, do, lego & committo ordinationi ac difpofi- 
tioni Executorum meorum fabfcriptorum ; ut ipfi de 
bonis meis prsediflls pro falutc & remedio anim^e 
meae ordinent ac fideliter difponant ficut in diftrifto 
examine coram Summo Judice voluerint refpondere. 

Hujus autem Teflamenti mei Exeou tores ordina, 
faciOy & conflituo ; Reverendum in Chriflo Patrem 
Domlnum Robertum, Dei gratia, Londonien. Epifco- 
pum, ac venerabiles viros Magiflros Nicholaum Wyke- 
ham, Johannem Elmere, & Johannem Campeden^ 
Thomam Chelrey Senefcallum terrarum Epifcopatus 
mei Winton. Thomam Wykeham confanguineum me- 
um & hasredem, ac Domlnum Thomam Ayleward 
Reftorem Ecclefiae de Havontc. 

Dat. apud South-Waltham idcefimo quarto die 
Menfis Julii, Anno ab Incarnatione Domini fe- 
cundum curfum^ 8c computationem Ecclefiae 
Anglicanae Millefimo Quadringentefimo Tertio. 
Indiccione undecima Pontlficatus fanftiffimi in 
Chriflo Patris & Domini noflri Domini Bo- 
nifacii divina FroTidentia Papae Noni Anno 
Decimo Quarto. 
Praefentibus difcretis viris Dominis Wilhelmo 
Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Wilhelmo 

Boutillerc 



Boutillere & Jobanne Knyght, ac me 
Wilhelmo Donne Notario Publico hujus 
Teftahxend Scriba, Tcffibus ad hoc voca- 
tis fpecialiter & rogatis. 

E T ift GO Wilhclmns Doune Clericus Exon Dioc. 
Publicum auftoriute apoftolica Notarius prsedidli Tef- 
tamenti faccioni, voluntad, ordinatiooiy difpoAdoni, 
Ekecatorum nominationi & conftitudoni, tefliumque 
pnediAorum rogadoni, ac cseteris omnibus & iinga- 
lis prasmiffis, dum fic ut pracmitdtur per Reverendum 
Patrem Dominum Wilhelmum Wykeham Epifcopum 
Winton. fub anno, indiccione, pondficatu, menfe, die, 
& loco prsdiAis agebantur & fiebant, una cum prae- 
nominads tefiibus praefens interfui, eaque fic fieri vidi 
Sc audivi : ac de mandato ejufdem Reverendi Patris 
fcripfi & in banc publicam formam redegi, fignoque 
& nomine meis confueds fignavi in fidem & teftimo- 
nium omnium pracmtflbrum. 
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CODlCELLUSfivfrROTULUSdcquofuprafit 

^ moQtiOir 

Thomas Chekey de vafis argent, ad va- 
lorem ' - - - . 1. libr, 

Thomas Wykeham de vafis argent, ad 

valorem - - - - 1. libn 

Magiftcr Nicholaus Wykeham de vafis 

argent, ad valorem - - - L libr. 

Magifter Johannes Elletaer e de vaf. ar- 
gent, ad vaU ... . 1. fibr. 

Mapfter Johannes Campeden de vaf. 
arg. ad val. - - . • 1. Ubr, 

^lagifter Robertus Keton de vaf. arg. I. s^ d, 

ad val. - - - xxvj xiij liij 

Thomas Aylward de vaf. arg. ad val. - 1. libr. 

Wilfaelmus Nortop de vaf. arg. ad val. xxvj xiij ilij 

Thomas Lavyngton de vaf. arg. ad val. xxvj xiij irij 

Wilhelmus Butillere xx Libr. cum uno 
calice pr&terea. 

Walterus Aude - - - - xx libr- 

Johannes Sturmiftre xx Libr. cum uno 
calice. 

Johannes Lytton - - - x libr. 

Johannes Bussh - - - xx libr. 

Richardus Chicheftre - - - vj xiij iiij 

Johannes Knyght xx Libr. cum uno ca- 
lice 

Johannes Langele - - - vj xiij iiij 

Johannes Hende - • - * c. s, 

Joe. Bailiff - - - - c. s. 

Wilhelmus Brocheband xx Libr. cum 
uno ciphd argent. 

Johannes Foxle - - - x libr. 

Wilhelmus Weftynton - - - x libr. 

Radulphus Arches - - - - c.s. 

Johannes Dantre c Solid, de oblig. 

Wilhelmus Changeltod - - - c s. 

Johannes 
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I X. 


jfohannes Coudray 


c. «• 


GuidoDenham 


c. s. 


Nicholaus Gifrcwaft - - 


Ixvi s viij d. 


Thomas Pcnnc - . - 


Ixvis viijd 


Johannes Arnold - . - 


C 8% 


Johannes Shire • - - 


C. S.' 


Johannes Devenifli c Solid, de oblige 




Johawies Prewes - . - 


Ixvj s viij d 


Johannes Pope . . . 


Tjl xiijs iiijd 


Nicholaus Haekeftallc .- 


Ixvjs viijd 


Wilhelmus Doune - - 


C 3. 


Wilhelmus Grene - - - 


Ixvj s viij d 


Johannes Bofeham 


xl s. 


Stephanus Auftel -. - 


xls. 


Nicholaus Sturgeoo 


'- xl 8. 


Wilhelmus Welde 


- xls. 


Rogerus de Camera 


c. s. 
1. s. d. 
vj xiij iiij 


PetrusKnyght ^ . - 


Johannes Barbour 


Ixvj VMJ 


Nicholaus Gerveys - - - 


Ixvj viij 


Wilhelmus Peti-John . - ^ 


Ixvj viij 


Wilhelmus Saleman 


vj xiij Uij 


Richardus Crokkere 


Ixvj viij 


Johannes Combe - - ' 


vj xiij Hij 


Johannes Cranbourne 


Ixvj viij 


Thomas Somer - . - 


Ixvj viij 


Robertus Hertele 


Ixvj viij 


Robertus Goos - - - 


Ixvj viij 


Riehardjis Bonyet 


xls. 


Johannes JSkyre\yhit . - 


Ixvj viij 


Thomas .Squile^: - * t 


Ixvj viij 


Robertus Grey , J. - - ^-. 


Ixvj viij 


Johannes Namby ■^. » 


Ixvj viij 


Johannes Goldc • ,- . 
Johannes Gay - . » 


Ixvj viij 


Ixvi viij 


Wilhelmus Wayte 


Ixvj viij 


Thomas Bakere Huntere 


, xl s. 


Johannes Ferrour -. 


Ixvj viij 




Petrus 



A P 

Pctrus HyndoQ 
Thomas Payn 
Johannes Mundy 
Wflhehnus [* Ruflel] 
Richardus [* Wintrythe] 
Galfridus [*Bowyar] 

Micholaus Bucher 
Johannes Gare Butellan 
Richardus Howe 
Richardus Forde 
Rogerus Gare Aulas 
Johannes Bury 
Thomas Lavender 
Johannes Bolt 
Johannes Frythe 
Nicholaus Bonde 
Rogerus Gare Piflrlnae 
Richardus Smith g. came- 
ras Domini 
Thomas Rede 
Gardinar. de Waltham 
Johannes Fox 
Wilhehnus Gog 
Johannes Martyn 
Richardus Bikebrolf 
Johannes Stanes ' 
WUhehnus Bailif 
Johannes Biilebury 
Robertus B^the 
Johannes Lemere 
Wilhdmus Aldewyne 

Garcio Venatoris 
Pag. Char. Goes 
Pag. Char. §omcr 
Pag. Lavendr. 
P^. I^iftrinae 



P E N D I X. xlix 



CuUibet 



xxfplh}. 



y CuiUbet - * si folid. 



Cuilibet . . xxfolid. 



f yet,Re|^,CoU.WiAt« 



Fag. 
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fag. Palfr. 
Pag. Pul't. 
Pag. Carnific. 
R()gcrtr$ ScSurtond 
Pag. Squiler 
Johannes Smyth 
Johannes Fox, junioj:. 
Johannes Wayte 
Pag. Hak. 



' pajlibct 



;p^ibli4* 



Simon Membury • . , 

Vicar de Sombourn Regidr. unum ci- 1 
phum arg. cum cQopercuIo ad valorem ) 
^* Johannes Doun Clericua Re^iftr. ^uinc^uc marc.J 



^Iibr- 

r 

xmarc* 



Wilhclmus Mavycl 
Johannes Arches 
Wilhelmus Faukcncr 
Johannes Dekene 
Edyrardus^Coudrav 
Johannes Fromona 
Richardus Wallop 
Richardus Elys 
I'homas Warennere 
Walterus Hoke 



Cujlibet Jftorum c $. vel 
unum ciphnm arg. z^ 
valorem c. s« ad eleccio^ 
|iem i^xectttof u;ii. 



Richardus Prewes Clericus Fpifcopatus - ^ liOr, 
Wilhelmus Portman Clericijs de Tauntoa f 
Wilhelmus Lamport Clericlis de Dounton Ixvj s viij d 
Edmundus Nyng Clericus de Twyford . c. s 
Richardus Sydal Clericus de Wytteneye Ixvj s viij d 
Johannes Compton Clericus de Wergrave IxYJ s viij 4 
Henricus Habraham Clerictrs de Sutton c. § 

Wilhelmus Knyght Clericus Je Meone ' X libr* 

Richardus Knollere Clericus de Walthair^ c. $ 
Wilhelmus Pope Clericus de Clere c. s 

Johannes Shire Clericus de Farnhana . Ixvj s virj ^ 

Johannes Myft - - - * ' x,libr^ 

♦ Vet. R<-eiftr. CoIJ. Wint. 

•J iu Regiftr. ArunJel. Deeft in Vet. Regift. Coll. Wint. 

. Jftftltcir 
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Jl^tor de Tapntoa 
Janitor deWplvcfey' 
Jfipkqf <Je Farajiam 
Janitor London. 



1 



juxu ^ifcreckkiefn Extcntcftam. 



^ ju3Lta . dificreddnem .Exc- 
cutorum. 



^de Taunton * 
d^ Waltham 
de Farriham 
deHam.eldon 
. . , de Meone 
Parcarlys ^ de Merdon 
de MerewcU 
; de Cleri^ 
de Sutton 
de Farham 
de Biteroe 



Cnlios Warchnae de Overton, -v 
Cuftos War ennae de Farnham J 
Cuftos War<^nn«de Wergrave. V .' ,".' j.^' . ■ ^ 
CuftosWarenri^deLoa|wodc/J'"'4^ -difercconcHi 
t-hogjas Buclcia^ham Warea- \ Executofum. 
Aarius de Efshere -^ 



IN DEI .NOMINA AMEN. Ego Wilfielmu^ 
Wykcham AltiiEmo percnittente humilis Minifter 
£cclefias Cath. Wynt. licet indignus, confiderans quod 
agibulatoria eft voiuatas teftantlum ufque ad vita^ 
^forum eKitum, nee non ad mentein meam revo-. 
cans, ac memoriae reducens, quod poft Teftamenti mei 
faftionem, nonnulla in eodem Teftamento legata, prdi*. 
nata, & difpofita^. funt per me divlna gratia aiCftente 
Jiixta diftae ultimae voluntatis meae .difpoiitioiiem adim- 
pleta & execution! realiter . demandata ; idcirco codi* 
cillando quoad omnia legata hujjufmodi, qudsdux! prae-^^ 
f^tibus codiciilis fpecialius exprimenda, EXeCutores in 
p]:adFato Teftamento meo nominatos volo efle penitu^ 
e^oneratos ctiam & quletos, ac eadem legata expreflc 
adlino per prsefentes. In primis iegatum Ducentarum^ 
<i i Libra^uc^' 



Bi APPENDIX* 

Librarum reliftam pauperibus prifonis * in Teftamentd 
meo praediAo. Item legatam veftimenti novl de bldd. 
panno firgato & operato cum leonibus de auro^ cum 
triginta capis de eodem panno aurifrigiatis cum hiltd* 
ria de JelTe reliAum Ecclefias meae Wynton. in eoddiii. 
Item legatum reliftum in eodem Abbati Mon. de 
Hyda & cuilibet monacho ejufdem Mon. Item legatum 
precum rellAum in eodem Doniino Roberto Faryng- 
, ton. Item Quinquaginta Marcas de legato C Libra- 
rum reliA. in eodem Alicise Perot confanguineas mese. 
Item omntst & iingtila legata relifta in quodam Rotulo 
eidem Teftamentd annexo & figillo meo figillafo, de 
quo in eodem Teftamento meo fit mentio, perfonis in 
eodem Rotulo matriculatis adferipta adimo^ eo quod 
de eifdem agens in humanis meam complevi in omnibus 
voluntatem. Item volo & ordino quod fi quas alia de 
reliAis ordinatis & difpofitis in Teftamento meo aut 
pra&fentibus codicillis per me perantea aut in futurum 
dum fuero in humanis fuerint fafta foluta vel etiant 
executa quod ilia cefTent poft mortem meslm, aic tsL 
exnunc prout extunc adimo i 8c quod ad ipfaf facienda 
folvenda vel exequenda Executores mei nulktenus 
onercntur feu etiam compellantur^ fed quod in iliid 
omnibus fint liberi quieti & prorfixs abfduti. Fad. 
fuerunt prasdift. Codicill. per me Wilhelmum Wyke- 
bam antediAum apud Southwaltham decimo die Men- 
ds Januarii Anno ab Incarnatione Domini fecunduni 
curfum & computationem EcclefiaB Anglicanae MiUe- 
fimo Quadringentefimo Tertio, Indiccioncf Duodedma, 
Pohtificatus fandllffimi in Chrifto Patris & Domini 
noftri Domini Bonifacii divina providentia FapSe: Noni 
Anno Quintodecimo. praefentibus difcretis vins Domi- 
nis Wilhelmo Norton, Thoma Lavyngton, Johannc 
Knyght & Johanne Busfti Prefbyteris, teftibus ad prae- 
mifla vocatis fpecialiter & rogatis, Et ego Wilhelmus 
Doune Clericus Exonien. Dioc. Publicus auftoritate 
apoftolica Notarius praedift. Codicill. faftioni teftium 
rogacloni ac caeteris omnibus & fmgulis dum fie ut prae- 
mittitur per Revereridum Patrcm Dominum Wilhelmuni 

Wykc^ 
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^ykeham Eplfcopum Wynton, fub Atino, Indiccione, 
iPont. menfe, die, & loca praediftis agebs^atur & fie* 
bant, una cum praenominatis teilibus prsefens iaterfuf^ 
eaqu^ fie fieri vidi & audivi, fcripfi 8c in banc public- 
cam formam redegi, fignoque & nomine meis conrueti3 
fignavi requifittts in fidem & teflimonium ommum pr^^ 
HufTorttm. 

. X E N R E praefentium Nos Thomas, &c. notuia 
Eadmus univerfis quod nono die Menfis 06):obris Ann^ 
Domini Mrkfimo Quadringentefimp QuartOj in hofpi- 
tio noflro in Civitate Covcntr. fuprafcript. Teftamentmii 
bonae memoriae Wilhelmi Wykeham ultimi Wynt. 
Epifcopi noflrae Cantuarienfis Ecclefiac dum vixit Suf- 
fraganei jam defundi, una cum codicill. prs^fentibus 
annex. coraiQ npbls exhibit. & legUime probat. appro- 
bavimug & infmuavimus ac pro . veri^ TeO^mento & 
Codicillo & ultima, voluntate dif^i defandi legitime 
juxta juris cxigentiam pronunciavimus, ncc non ad 
committend. in forma juri« Executorlbus in eodeia 
Teflamento nominatis adminiilrationem omnium bono- 
rum hujufmodi Teftanu:ntum & Codicillum concernen^ 
tium, dileftis in Chrifto filiis Magiflro Johanni May- 
denheth Vicario noflro in fpiritualibus & Cuflodi fpiritur 
alitatis Civitatis & Dioc. Wynton. fede cpifcopali ibir 
dem vacante, & fratri Thomae Nevyle Priori Ecclefise 
Wynton. communiter & divifim commifimus vices 
noft|:as. In quorum teflimonium figiilum noflru^i 
praefentibus cfl appenfum. Dat die, loco, menfe, & 
Aiino Pomini fupradi<Eli.s ^ & nofirae tranflatioius anq,o 
nonov 

THOMAS tJermiffione divina, &e. dileftis i» 
Chriflo filiis Magiflro Johanni Maydenheth Vicario 
iioflro in fpirituallibus & Cuftodi fpirituaiitatis Civitat, 
k Koc. Wynt. fede epifcopali ibidem vacante, ac fra* 
tri Thomae Nevyle Priori Ecclefiae Wynt. Saluteaj 
Gratiam & Benedi£lionem. Ad committendum In for^ 
ina juris adminifVratioriem omnium bonorum qu^ fue^^ 
tint bonas memoriae Domini Wilhelmi Wylidiam uldm! 

Wyat, 
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Wynt. EpUeopi noftrse Cfi&C. Ecclefi^ diim ^ris&t Suf- 
^raganei jam defon^i tempore mortis tux fuom cocf- 
cernent. Teftamentum & ejns ultimam volunutem co* 
htm nobis probat. ac per nos etiam approbat. nbicun- 
^ue infra noftram proritkriam. exiftenttum Execute- 
fibus in eodem TeftameAto nominatfe fi ^am fufciperci 
& admittere voluerint prseflito primitus per eo^em &: 
^orum quemlibet juramento ad fanAa Dei Evangelia 
per eos corporaliter ta6^a, quod (idek inventarium bo- 
Horum hnjnfinodi confident, ac ipfa jaxti uWrnemf 
pracdifti defunfti volnntatem fidclitcr admioiftrabunt, 
ac nobis de & fupra 'adminiftratione faa hnjufinodi fi- 
dekm compotum five radocinium reddent, com ftipcr 
6oc congrue fiierint requifiti, quoSqne acquietanciam, 
▼el acqnietancias aliqnibtts d^bitoribus ipfius defiinOi' 
Hon confident nee conficiet aliquis eiM^nd^ fine con* 
fenfxi majoris & fanioris partis Execatorfim fisommi 
ftcc aliqiia de bonis prasdlAis fibi appropriabunt vel 
nfurpabunt, feu fie appropriabit vel ufurpabit aKquis 
de eifdem, falvis legatis ds rcliftis & dtfppfitis per de- 
funftum, & rationabiirbus expenfis circa adminiftratio-* 
nem hnjufmodi exponend. vobis communiter & divifim 
tenore pracfentium conimittimus vices nbftras & plenanf 
^oteftatem. Et quod in pra^mifiis feceritis nos ante 
feftum Sanfti Andreac Apoftoli prox. futur. debite 
certificetis per veftras patente's litteras harum (eriem Sc- 
nomina & cognomina Executornm quibns hujufmodi 
admintftrationem ut praemittitur commifeiitis conti- 
ijientes, Dat. in hofpitio noftro Coventriae nonp die 
Menfis Oftobr. Anno Domini Millefimo <5Hadringen* 
tefiiho Qu^i'to. Et noflrse tranflatlonis axino none/ 



iff'KViirl 



i 



It 



I 



Tabula. Ge^ealogica 




